
Service Sheet

 Prelude

The Prelude

Rest. Refocus. Put away worldly cares and prepare to welcome the Lord.

 Welcome

P: The Lord be with you!
C: And also with you!

P: We are gathered by God--
C: To share the love of Jesus!

 Prayer Before Worship - LSB

P: Let us pray together:

C: O Lord, my creator, redeemer and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth,

C: I humbly pray: open my heart to the preacing of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins,

C: believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.

C: Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

 Sing to the Lord of Harvest

Sing to the Lord of harvest,
Sing songs of love and praise;
With joyful hearts and voices
Your alleluias raise.
By Him the rolling seasons
In fruitful order move;
Sing to the Lord of harvest
A joyous song of love.

God makes the clouds rain goodness,
The deserts bloom and spring,
The hills leap up in gladness,
The valleys laugh and sing.
God fills them with His fullness,
All things with large increase;
He crowns the year with blessing,
With plenty and with peace.

Bring to this sacred altar
The gifts His goodness gave,
The golden sheaves of harvest,
The souls Christ died to save.
Your hearts lay down before Him
When at His feet you fall,
And with your lives adore Him
Who gave His life for all.
Written by: John S. B. Monsell
Public Domain

 Invocation

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

 Morning Prayer - Opening Versicles
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P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: and my mouth shall declare Your praise.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord!

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

 Morning Prayer- Antiphon

P: Give glory to God, our light and our life.
C: O come, let us worship Him!

 Morning Prayer - Venite

P: O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.

Women: 
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving;

Women:
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise.

Men:
For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods.

Women:
In His hand are the depths of the earth;

the heights of the mountains are His also.

Men:
The sea is His, for He made it; and His hand formed the dry land.

P: O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.

P: For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

 Prayer of the Day - Pentecost 7

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together:

C: O God, grant us such strength of faith in our hearts and minds

C: that we may live in peace no matter the trials or tribulations affecting us

C: until You receive us in Your harvest at the end of this present age;

C: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever; Amen.

 Scriptures

Readings from
Holy Scripture

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

 Old Testament - Pentecost 7 (ESV)
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Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 44:6-8

44:6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and His Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

"I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.

44:7 Who is like me? 
Let him proclaim it.

Let him declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people.

Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.

44:8 Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses!

Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any."

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

 Epistle - Pentecost 7 (ESV)

Epistle Reading

Romans 8:18-27

8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time

are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

8:19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.

8:20-21 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 
but because of Him who subjected it

in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption

and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

8:22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together

in the pains of childbirth until now.

8:23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,

(we) groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

8:24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.

For who hopes for what he sees?

8:25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.

For we do not know what to pray for as we ought,

but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.

8:27 And He who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

 My Reward

I want to hear You say
The words to me, "Well done."
I want to hear You say,
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"Good and faithful servant."
I want to hear You say,
"I've prepared a place for you,
"Let all the treasures
Of this world fade away."

Jesus,
You are my reward. 
To hear Your voice
on that day
Is all I'm living for.
Jesus,
You are my reward.
To see Your face
on that day
Is all I'm living for.

I want to hear You say
The words to me, "Well done."
I want to hear You say,
"Good and faithful servant."
I want to hear You say,
"I've prepared a place for you,
"Let all the treasures
Of this world fade away."

Jesus,
You are my reward. 
To hear Your voice
on that day
Is all I'm living for.
Jesus,
You are my reward.
To see Your face
on that day
Is all I'm living for.
Jesus,
You are my reward. 
To hear Your voice
on that day
Is all I'm living for.
Jesus,
You are my reward.
To see Your face
on that day
Is all I'm living for.
Written by: Paul Baloche
2003 Integrity's Hosanna! Music

 Confession - Pentecost 7

P: Lord, who is God alone and besides whom there is no other God:
C: Have mercy on us.

P: Lord, who sets us free from our bondage that we may obtain freedom:
C: Have mercy on us.

P: Lord, You who spare the weeds for the sake of Your wheat:
C: Have mercy on us.

P: Only God most high,

C: the earth is full of Your love, but we still turn away to many passing loves that seize our attention.

C: Forgetting there is no god besides You, we often think we know what is best. But we don’t.

C: And so we groan under the weight of our sins.

C:Hear our cry for Jesus’ sake and have mercy on us.
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P: Beloved in Christ, God—the only God—hears your cry for mercy,

blotting out your transgressions for His own sake and remembering your sins no more.

P: Upon this, your confession, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,

P: I announce the grace of God to all of you! In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ

P: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

 Peace - Pentecost 7

P: May He who began this good work within you 

P: bring it to completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.

 Fruit We Bear

Let us agree that we will be signs of the life to come.
And may we believe, and freely receive all that God has done.

May the fruit we bear be Christ: may the harvest be ripe.
Oh, the fruit won’t fall so far from the tree
Abide in you, abide in me, and the Father is glorified.
May the fruit we bear be Christ.

As we live, may we forgive gratefully each day.
And for peace, for love to increase, Holy Spirit, we pray.

May the fruit we bear be Christ: may the harvest be ripe.
Oh, the fruit won’t fall so far from the tree
Abide in you, abide in me, and the Father is glorified.
May the fruit we bear be Christ.
May the fruit we bear be Christ: may the harvest be ripe.
Oh, the fruit won’t fall so far from the tree
Abide in you, abide in me, and the Father is glorified.
May the fruit we bear be Christ.
Written by: Lost and Found

 Holy Gospel - Pentecost 7 (ESV)

The Holy Gospel

Matthew 13:24-30,
36-43

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

13:24 He put another parable before them, saying:

"The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field,

13:25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came

and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away.

13:26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also.

13:27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him,

'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?'

13:28 He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.'

So the servants said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?'
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13:29 But he said, 'No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them.

13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,

"Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn."'"

13:36 Then (Jesus) left the crowds and went into the house.

And His disciples came to Him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field."

13:37 He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.

13:38 The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom.

The weeds are the sons of the evil one,
13:39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil.

The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.

13:40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.

13:41 The Son of Man will send His angels,

and they will gather out of His kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers,

13:42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

13:43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

He who has ears, let him hear."

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

 Come Ye Thankful People Come

Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home!
All be safely gathered in
Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come,
Raise the song of harvest home.

All the world is God’s own field,
Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown,
Unto joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade, and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear:
Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.

For the Lord our God shall come
And shall take His harvest home,
From His field shall in that day
All offenses purge away,
Give His angels charge at last
In the fire the tares to cast,
But the fruitful ears to store
In His garner evermore.

Even so, Lord, quickly come,
To Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin;
There, forever purified,
In Thy garner to abide:
Come, with all Thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.
Written by: Henry Alford
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 Sermon

"Tares, Tears & Tears"

Matthew 13:24-30

 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling

Hark, the voice of Jesus calling,
"Who will go and work today?
Fields are white and harvests waiting:
Who will bear the sheaves away?"
Loud and long the Master calleth;
Rich reward He offers thee.
Who will answer, gladly saying,
"Here am I, send me, send me"?

Some take up His task in morning,
To their Lord responding soon;
Some are called in heat of midday,
Others late in afternoon;
Even as the sun is setting,
Some are sent into the fields,
There to gather in the bounty
That God's Word so richly yields.

For as rain and snow from heaven
Water seeds in dusty soil,
Causing them to bud and flower,
Giving bread to those who toil;
So the Lord sends forth His promise,
Words of life and joy and peace—
Never void to Him returning,
Bearing fruit with great increase.

Hearken to the Lord whose coming
Marks the time when grace shall end,
When with His angelic reapers
He in glory shall descend.
Soon the night, the final harvest;
Soon the time for work shall cease.
Then the souls His grace has garnered
Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace.
Written by: Daniel March and Stephen P. Starke

 Offering

Gathering of Tithes and Offerings

spalutheran.org/give

 Offertory - Pentecost 7

P: Let us pray. Mighty God, our comfort and our strength:

C: Though we have been living in fear of disease, death, and deprivation,

C: we still offer our gifts to the work of Your kingdom

C: knowing that we are Your children, heirs of Your kingdom.

C: Since You sow the good seed of Your generosity in the field of our lives,

C: help us produce a rich bounty to return thanks to You.
In Jesus' name we pray; Amen.

 Prayers - Pentecost 7
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The Prayers of the Church

Lord, in Your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

P: O God, You are merciful and gracious. The world and all it contains belongs to You.

P: But the sufferings of this present time remind Your people that we are not yet home.

P: Help us to trust in Your mercy until You fulfill all things. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

I: O God, You are merciful and gracious. You establish rulers according to Your will.

I: Grant us wise and just men and women in all positions of public trust in this and every land.

I: Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

P: O God, You are merciful and gracious. Yet, all creation still cries out in pain.

P: Restore strength and wholeness to all who are in need, especially those near and dear to us...

P: Sustain them, and bring them healing in Your good time. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

I: O God, You are merciful and gracious. Each day we are reminded that we are not yet home.

I: But by Your promise, we wait for Your coming kingdom, in which righteousness dwells.

I: Until that day, keep our going out and our coming in free from evil. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

P: All these things, and whatever else You know that we need,

P: we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,

P: who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever;
C: Amen

 Lord's Prayer

P: Now as our Savior has taught us, so we are bold to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

C: Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

C: Give us this day our daily bread;

C: and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

C: and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

C: For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory

C: forever and ever. Amen

 Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

P: The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

P: The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
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 Everlasting God

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord.
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord.

Our God, You reign forever.
Our Hope, our strong Deliv'rer!

You are the everlasting God,
The everlasting God,
You do not faint;
You won't grow weary.
You're the defender of the weak;
You comfort those in need;
You lift us up on wings like eagles.

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord.
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord.

Our God, You reign forever.
Our Hope, our strong Deliv'rer!

You are the everlasting God,
The everlasting God,
You do not faint;
You won't grow weary.
You're the defender of the weak;
You comfort those in need;
You lift us up on wings like eagles.
You are the everlasting God,
The everlasting God,
You do not faint;
You won't grow weary.
You're the defender of the weak;
You comfort those in need;
You lift us up on wings like eagles.
Written by: Brenton Brown and Ken Riley
2005 Thankyou Music

 Sending

P: We are Gathered by God
C: to Share the Love of Jesus!

P: Go in peace and serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

 Rock Of Ages

There is no rock,
There is no god like our God.
No other name worthy of all our praise.
The Rock of salvation that cannot be moved,
He's proven Himself to be faithful and true.
There is no rock, there is no god like ours.
There is no rock,
There is no god like our God.
No other name worthy of all our praise.
The Rock of salvation that cannot be moved,
He's proven Himself to be faithful and true.
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There is no rock, there is no god like ours.

Rock of Ages; Jesus is the Rock!
Rock of Ages; Jesus is the Rock!
Rock of Ages; Jesus is the Rock!
There is no rock; there is no god like ours.

There is no rock,
There is no god like our God.
No other name worthy of all our praise.
The Rock of salvation that cannot be moved,
He's proven Himself to be faithful and true.
There is no rock, there is no god like ours.

Rock of Ages; Jesus is the Rock!
Rock of Ages; Jesus is the Rock!
Rock of Ages; Jesus is the Rock!
There is no rock; there is no god like ours.
Written by: Rita Baloche
© 1997 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
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