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Introit  Drawn from Isaiah 53 and Psalm 38 
P: He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 
C: upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  

and with His stripes we are healed. 
P: O Lord, rebuke me not in Your anger, 
C: Nor discipline me in Your wrath! 
P: For Your arrows have sunk into me, and Your hand has come down on me. 
C: There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your indignation;  

There is no health in my bones because of my sin. 
P: For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 
C: I confess my iniquity; I am sorry for my sin. Make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation! 
P: He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 
C: Upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. 
  
Hymn 
“Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB #420:1,2,6,7 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



The Reproaches 
P: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I offended you? 

Answer me. For I have raised you up out of the prison house of sin and death, and you have 
delivered up your redeemer to be scourged. For I have redeemed you from the house of 
bondage, and you have nailed your Savior to the cross. O my people. 

C: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, leave 
us not to bitter death. O Lord, have mercy. 

 

P: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I offended you? 
Answer me. For I have conquered all your foes, and you have given me over and delivered me 
to those who persecute me. For I have fed you with my Word and refreshed you with living 
water, and you have given me gall and vinegar to drink. O my people. 

C: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, allow 
us not to lose hope in the face of death and hell. O Lord, have mercy. 

 

P: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I   offended you? 
Answer me. What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it? When I 
looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, is this how you thank your God? 
O my people. 

C: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, keep 
us steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, have mercy. 

 
T The First Word T 

 
P: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C: By Your cross and precious death You have redeemed the world. 
 
Scripture Reading  Luke 23:18-25 
 

L: But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas” – a man who 
had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. Pilate 
addressed them again, desiring to release Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify Him!”  

  

 A third time [Pilate] said to them, “Why, what evil has He done? I have found in Him no guilt 
deserving death. I will therefore punish and release Him.” But they were urgent, demanding 
with loud cries that He should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. So Pilate decided that 
their demand should be granted. He released the man who had been thrown into prison for 
insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will. 

 
P: Let us pray together: 
C: O innocent Jesus, You were condemned to death by false witness and lies, but by Your 

true witness You showed us the way of life. Make us to remember how our sins condemn 
us, and let us never be found false or faithless; in Your precious name we pray; Amen.  

  
The first candles are extinguished. 

 



T The Second Word T 
 

P: Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me; 
C: Is not worthy of me. 
 
Scripture Reading Luke 23:26-28, 32-43 
 

L: And as they led [Jesus] away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, 
and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and your children.” 

  

 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with Him. And when they came to 
the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right and one 
on His left. And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to 
divide His garments. 

  

 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, “He saved others, let Him 
save Himself, if He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One. The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up and 
offering Him sour wine and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!” There was also an 
inscription over Him, “This is the King of the Jews.”  

  

 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and 
us!” But the other rebuked Him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man 
has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And 
[Jesus] said to him, “Truly, I say to you: today you will be with me in Paradise.”  

 
P: Let us pray together: 
C: O Lord Jesus Christ, grant us grace to bear whatever cross may be ours to carry, and by 

Your cross and passion grant us life everlasting. In Your precious name we pray; Amen.  
  

The second candles are extinguished. 
 

T The Third Word T 
 

P: The Lord has laid on Him the guilt of us all. 
C: He was smitten for the people’s transgressions. 
 

Scripture Reading John 19:23-27 
 

L: When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took His garments and divided them into four 
parts, one part for each soldier; also His tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one 
piece from top to bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to 
see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments 
among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

  

 So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother 
and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, 
your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple 
took her to his own home.  



P: Let us pray together: 
C: O Lord Jesus Christ, as You bore the heavy cross of our sins willingly for love of us, also 

bless and help us to bear Your light and easy yoke for the love of You. Give us grace in 
every trial and temptation, and save us by Your cross and passion. In Your precious name 
we pray; Amen.  

  

The third candles are extinguished. 
  
Hymn 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LSB #425 
 

 

 

 
 

T The Fourth Word T 
 
P: Those who sow in tears— 
C: shall reap with shouts of joy. 
  
Scripture Reading  John 19:29-30 
 

L: After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar 
full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch 
and held it to His mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished,” and 
He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.  

 
P: Let us pray together: 
C: Almighty God, since You hate nothing that You have made, create in us new and contrite 

hearts that we may lament our sins, hold fast to Your mercy, and receive full forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; Amen 

  
The fourth candles are extinguished. 



T The Fifth Word T 
  

P: They have pierced my hands and feet. 
C: I can count all my bones; they stare and gloat over me. 
 
Scripture Reading  Mark 15:33-39 
 

L: And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 
hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders hearing 
it said, “Behold, He is calling Elijah.” And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put 
it on a reed and gave it to Him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to 
take Him down.”  

  

 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed His last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing Him, saw that in this way 
He breathed His last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

  
P: Let us pray together: 
C: Almighty and everlasting God, grant us confidence to draw near with a true heart and enter 

into the holy places through the new and living way opened to us by the blood of Jesus. In 
His precious name we pray; Amen. 

  

The fifth candles are extinguished. 
 

T The Sixth Word T 
 

P: And they made His grave with the wicked and with a rich man in His death, 
C: Although He had done no violence, and there was no deceit in His mouth. 
 
Scripture Reading  Mark 15: 42-47  
 

L: And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the 
Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself 
looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that He should have already died. And summoning the 
centurion, he asked him whether He was already dead. And when he learned from the 
centurion that He was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph.  

 

 And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in the linen shroud and 
laid Him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. 

 

P: Let us pray together:  
C: Lord Jesus Christ, in Your burial Your body became the grain of wheat sown into the earth 

that bears much fruit. Grant us who share in Your death may also share in Your 
resurrection. In Your precious name we pray; Amen.  

  

The fifth candles are extinguished. 



Hymn 
“Were You There?” LSB #456 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 

P: Lord God, the animosity and contempt of nations is heaped upon Your Son, Jesus Christ. On 
this night, His profound suffering culminates upon the cross, where we see Him brutally dying 
at the hands of guilty sinners. Forgive the guilt of all generations that Your Church eternal 
may behold the glory of the cross. Lord, in Your mercy; Hear our prayer. 

  

P: Heavenly Father, You have grieved over our fallen humanity.  We praise You for sending Your 
Son to receive our death, to feel our sorrow, and to bleed for our injurious fault. Tonight we 
see the consequence of sin clearly in the destruction of Your Son. Forgive us, O Lord, for 
taking this tragedy far too lightly. Lord, in Your mercy; Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Physician of mind, body, and soul, we have inflicted ourselves and others with visible and 
invisible wounds. We have hurled insults, complaints, and slander upon fellow believers. And 
yet, we are assured that Your wounds bind up our wounds, and bring to us healing. Keep us 
ever mindful that the restoration of Your cross is the only glory of a sin-crippled people. Lord, 
in Your mercy; Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Redeemer of the world, we give You thanks for sharing our common lot and for halting our 
path to destruction by dying on the cross. Lord, in Your mercy; Hear our prayer. 

  

P: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from 
Your presence and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and uphold me with a willing spirit; Amen. 

 



Meditation on Holy Communion 
“Cast Me Not Away” Pastor Adam Wiegand 
 
Hymn 
“Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted” LSB #451 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T The Summary T 
 

P: Christ, for our sake, became obedient to the point of death, 
C: Even death on a cross. 
 
Scripture Reading Isaiah 53:3-5, 10-12 
 

L: Yet is was the will of the Lord to crush Him; He has put Him to grief; when His soul makes an 
offering for guilt, He shall see His offspring; He shall prolong His days; the will of the Lord 
shall prosper in His hand. Out of the anguish of His soul He shall see and be satisfied; by His 
knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and 
He shall bear their iniquities. He poured out His soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet He bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.       



P: Let us pray together: 
C: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us in the 

end of the day, in the end of our life, in the end of the world. Abide with us when the night 
of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall 
come. Abide with us and with all the faithful through time and eternity; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; Amen. 

 
Collect for Tenebræ 
P: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. 
C: Oh, come, let us worship Him. 
P: The Lord be with you; 
C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray together: 
C: Almighty God, Your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that He might draw 

the whole world to Himself. Grant that we who look to His death for our salvation may also 
hear His call to take up our cross daily and follow Him; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever; Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer Whispered 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven: Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever; Amen. 

 
After the Lord’s Prayer, the Christ candle is carried out of view,  

symbolizing our Lord’s death and burial. 
  

Then after a moment of silence we hear the Strepitus—a loud noise—  
signifying the completion of our salvation by the death of Christ. 

 
Benediction 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all. 
C: Amen. 
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