
Online Worship for 

Palm Sunday 
April 5, 2020 

 
Prelude and Welcome 
P:  The Lord be with you; 
C: And also with you. 
 
Gathering Prayer  
P:  Let us pray together: 
C: Lord Jesus, we praise You as we remember how Your people shouted “Hosanna” and 

welcomed You into Jerusalem as King. Bless us to welcome You into our homes and into 
our hearts today, for You are indeed the glorious King of heaven, who comes mercifully 
into our midst, and yet still lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit as one God, 
now and forever; Amen. 

 
Invocation  
P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit; 
C:  Amen. 
 
Blessing of the Palms and the Garments 
P: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts! Heaven and earth are full of Your glory! 
C: Hosanna in the highest! 
P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: Hosanna in the highest! 
P: Lord Jesus, bless these cloaks and clothe in righteousness all who humble themselves to lay 

them down before You to welcome You as King. Bless also these palm branches and lift up 
all who raise them before You to hail You in Your triumph. In this holy week to come, grant us 
grace to follow You in the way of Your cross, so that joined to Your humble death, we may 
also join in Your triumphant resurrection and enter into eternal life. In Your name we pray; 

C: Amen. 
 
Palm Sunday Antiphon & Introit Drawn from Psalms 118 & 24 
P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: Hosanna in the highest! 
P: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
C: that the King of Glory may come in. 
P: Who is this King of Glory? 
C: The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 
P: Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
C: that the King of Glory may come in. 
P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C: Hosanna in the highest! 

Shout it out loud! 

Shout it out loud again! 



The Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1-11 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 
then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If 
anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at 
once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
 

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion: Zechariah 9:9 
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,  
humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the 

colt and put on them their cloaks, and He sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 And the crowds 
that went before Him and that followed Him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And when He 
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, 
“This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
Opening Hymn 
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” LSB #443 
 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 
P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C: Hosanna in the highest! 
 

P: The Lord be with you; 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray: 
C: Heavenly Father, Your love for all people is so clearly displayed in the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Transform us by His self-giving love, and help us 
follow His servant way until He comes again in glory; for He lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever; Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9-12 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
 behold, your King is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He, 
  humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and He shall speak peace to the nations; 
   His rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
  Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord; 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Epistle Reading Philippians 2:5-11 
 

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  
6who, though He was in the form of God,  

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made Himself nothing,  
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 

 8And being found in human form,  
He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  

9Therefore God has highly exalted Him  
and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name,  
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  
L: This is the Word of the Lord; 
C: Thanks be to God. 



Meditation 
“Laying it All Down” Matthew 21:8 & Philippians 2:7 
 
Hymn 
“The Wonderful Cross” 
 

 

 

 
 

Refrain: 
O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross 
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live. 
O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross; 
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name. 
 

 

 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting; Amen 

Refrain: 



Confession and Absolution  
P: In light of Christ’s humility, suffering and death for us, the Holy Spirit calls us through the 

words of St. Paul to have the same attitude as Christ Jesus. So let us humble ourselves and 
confess our sins to God.  

 

We keep a time of silence for reflection and personal confession before God. 
 

P: Most merciful God: 
C: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
 
Greeting of Peace  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you! 
C: And also with you. 

 

Forgiven and freed in Christ, please take a moment to share the Lord’s peace with each other. 
 
Hymn 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LSB #770 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Offering Please visit spalutheran.org/give 
 



Prayers Please continue to send prayer requests to prayer@spalutheran.org 
 

P: Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for everyone in their many needs. 
 
Prayer Refrain 
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer” LSB #780 
 

 

 

 
 
I: For those affected by the coronavirus, those who are anxious about their health, and for all 

those in need of healing, especially these we remember now. . .  
C: God, provide them every necessary support. 
I: For those in need of regular therapies and treatments that must now be postponed:  
C: God, help them to stay patient and positive. 
I: For the homeless, unable to practice the protocols of social distancing in the shelter system:  
C: Protect them from disease, and provide isolation shelters in every city. 
I: For everyone who is laboring to stem the spread of the pandemic:  
C: God, grant them wisdom, endurance, and success. Prayer refrain: 
 
I: For those who must continue working, even while others shelter in place: 
C: Protect them from every harm, and bless them to know how much they matter to us. 
I: For leaders making difficult decisions that affect the lives of society: 
C: God, give these women and men wisdom, and help them to lead self-sacrificially. 
I: For workers in a variety of industries facing layoffs and financial hardship:  
C: God, keep them from panic, and inspire Your whole Church to generously support them. 
I: For college and university students, whose courses of study are changing, whose placements 

are cancelled, whose graduation is uncertain:  
C: God, show them that while life is uncertain, their trust is in you. Prayer refrain: 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
P: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven:  

Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come;  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever; Amen 



Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you; The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you T peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn 
“The Lamb” LSB #547 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Closing Prayer 
P: God our Father, by Your mercy the world has come again to the beginning of a new week. 

Into Your hands we place the tasks that we face, the problems that we are called to solve, 
the fears that we dread, and the hopes toward which we press, knowing that only what 
You bless will prosper. We commit each other and all those we love to Your love and 
protection, knowing that You alone are our sure defender, through Jesus Christ our Lord:  

C: Amen. 
 
Farewell & Postlude 
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