
 

 

 

 

The Mystery of John 13:1-20 

    As the title suggests, this passage is left in mystery to many Christians.  This is in part the nature of the 
text (John is the only Gospel writer to record it), but also because of its timing.  This event takes place on 
Maundy Thursday, Jesus washed His disciples’ feet at the same meal that He instituted the Lord’s Supper.  
Even though this does come up in the liturgy, it is an optional reading for Maundy Thursday and many 
Pastors choose to speak about the Lord’s Supper, not the foot washing, for obvious reasons. 

    To add to the confusion, many scholars today downplay this as simply a text about service to our 
neighbor.  It is not to say that there isn’t that aspect to it, for there is a great example of Christ lowering 
Himself to serve His disciples, but it should not be the only emphasis.  In fact, if you want a greater 
example, just look at what Christ would do the very next day, in His very death for the all mankind, and 
the call to do likewise in Matt. 16:24, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me.”  This goes beyond simply being kind to your neighbor to literally dying for your 
neighbor. 

    What is often overlooked in the text is the clear sacramental connection; in fact, I argue Christ is 
pointing to both sacraments in this beautiful act.  As always, the use or image of water should immediately 
point us to Baptism.  Christ said, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” (v. 8) and “The one 
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean.” (v. 10).  He is clearly 
pointing back to Baptism, where our sin is completely washed away, and we are clean, that is righteous 
before God.  We do not need to be baptized more than once, but we continue to need the grace and 
mercy of God to wash away our sin as we still sin in these mortal bodies.  By Jesus washing the disciples’ 
feet, He was pointing to the continual outpouring of the same baptismal grace to wash away our sin every 
day.  This is done every time we pray for forgiveness, when we receive the absolution, AND when we 
receive the Lord’s Supper. 

    As I said, Jesus washed His disciples’ feet on the same night, at the same meal, when He instituted the 
Lord’s Supper.  Not only does it clearly connect the baptismal grace we just talked about to the upcoming 
crucifixion, but also points to how we are to see the Lord’s Supper.  At the altar, Christ pours out the same 
grace and mercy that He won in His death and resurrection and the same grace and mercy God poured 
out in our baptisms.  So, when we eat the Body and drink the Blood of Christ, God is washing away our sin 
once again. 

    Of course, there is another question that is raised in this text.  Christ clearly said, “If I then, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.” (v. 14-15) If Christ says we ought to be 
washing each other’s feet, why aren’t we?  Is it just a fancy way of saying that we should serve our 
neighbor?  Does it point to us forgiving our neighbor as we ourselves have been forgiven?  Finally, are we 
doing a disservice to ourselves by not actually washing one another’s feet? 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 
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*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

Online Services & Bible Studies 
Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page 

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 
 

           

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, March 6th @ 7:30am at Kathy Richardson’s* 
Thursday, March 7th @ 9:30am at Sandy Erickson’s* 
Thursday, March 14th @ 9:30 at Joyce Viether’s* 
Wednesday, March 20th @ 7:30am at Esther Foster’s* 
Thursday, March 21st @ 9:30 at TBD 
 

Announcements & Upcoming Events 

    

 

Choir  

Thank you to everyone that has shared their love of music to 
sing praises to our Savior. We hope our music has enriched our 
church services. Since many of our choir members are heading 
back up north after Easter, our last rehearsal will be 
Wednesday, March 27th at 6:00pm. 
 

                                 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                                                                                               

Midweek Lent Services 
Every Wednesday through March 20th 

@11:00am & 7:00pm 

Holy Week Services 
 Palm Sunday:  March 24th @ 9:30am 
Maundy Thursday: March 28th @ 11:00am & 7:00pm 
 Good Friday:  March 29th @ 11am & 7:00pm 

  

 

Easter Sunday Service: 

Sunday March 31st @ 9:30am 

w/ a breakfast to follow  

(provided by the Men’s Bible Study) 

 

       

Voters’ Meeting 
Sunday, March 24th following the service 

Everyone is welcome to attend, but, you need to be a 
Member or Associate Member to vote. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 

 

 

Next LWML meeting is March 13th at 12:00pm in the fellowship hall. 

All women are invited to a half-day Mini-Retreat at Christ Lutheran on 
Saturday, March 16th at 8:00am.  We will meet at SOTH at 7:30am to carpool 
to Christ Lutheran, Yuma. We will be using the book “Having a Mary Heart 
in a Martha World”. Cost of the Retreat is $10 which covers the cost of the 
book. Refreshments will be served throughout the morning. I need to let 
Christ Lutheran now how many will be attending by Monday, March 4th so 
they can order enough books. 

There will also be a “mini retreat” fellowship at Nancy Pendelton’s home at 
2940 W. 11th Lane, Yuma at 5:30pm on Friday evening, March 15th with 
appetizers and beverages. We will meet at SOTH at 5:00pm to carpool to 
her home. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our LWML convention is in Rosemead, CA on June 7th-9th. The theme is “You are a Child of God and 
have Hope in Jesus. The registration forms are online at psdlwml.org. If you have any questions about 
the convention, please see Sharie Jasper. 

 

Quilting for Charities 

Quilting for charities last day this spring will be March 18th. I 
want to thank everyone that has contributed time, talents 
and materials for the quilts. 

 

Sharie Jasper 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweet Hearts & Singles Dinner 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As I write this, we are currently in the Lenten season.  I am reminded that we are rapidly 

approaching Easter and our God’s greatest gift to us.  The Evangelism goal is to “Make Heaven 

Crowded” and we all must do our part. 

Please take a moment to reflect on the 

Greatest Gift you have ever received--------As 

Christians, we all know it is our Heavenly 

Father’s gift of his Son, Jesus.  The most 

wonderful and un-selfish gift ever given.  Think 

about it for a moment, could any of us do that? 

I know I couldn’t.  Please consider that telling 

someone about Jesus could be THEIR greatest 

gift. You CAN help make Heaven crowded, and 

give that unforgettable gift to someone you 

know. 

There is a beautiful winery in Oregon (great wine, by the way) called Reustle Prayer Rock Winery. 

When you enter the building, you can’t help but notice the Bible verses etched in the stonework 

and the definite Christian feel of this beautiful place, touching all who enter with a Christian vibe.  

This all came about when a child invited his unchurched schoolmates to Vacation Bible School.  

Those two children became excited about Jesus and shared with their parents.  The entire family 

became Christians and were baptized into Christian faith. 

Our God does work in unique ways, so let’s all do as He commands, let’s Make Heaven Crowded! 

Marcia Nichols – Evangelism 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Enjoying God’s Gift of Money - (From Ron Chewning – Stewardship Advisors) 

   “God…richly provides us with everything to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Of all the wonderful gifts that God 
gives us, the one we struggle with the most is money. In order to enjoy money, we need to control it 
rather than letting it control us. Controlling our money requires spending some time and effort in planning 
how we are going to save, spend, and give it. If we fail to control and plan how we are going to manage 
our money, our financial lives will be filled with disappointment, frustration, and chaos, rather than the 
enjoyment of the money God enables us to earn (Deuteronomy 8:18). 

God’s Word gives us wisdom on the importance of saving, spending, and giving money so money can be 
a blessing that we can enjoy.  

   Saving: It is not easy to save money because our sinful nature is always craving 
for more and more possessions, as luxuries become, in our minds, necessities. 
The Bible tells us that saving for the future and investing what we save is a wise 
thing to do. In Proverbs 21:20 we read, “Precious treasure and oil are in a wise 
man’s dwelling, but a foolish man devours it.” We are also told to observe the 
ant who gathers food for the winter (Proverbs 6:6-8). Saving money will help us 
make better decisions and ensure that we will have money to pay for things we 
need without incurring interest charges. Saving will enable us to enjoy our 
money because we won’t always be in a financial crisis. 

   Spending: Televangelist John Hagee wrote, “Since my money is God’s money, every spending decision I 
make is a spiritual decision.” In Matthew’s Gospel, we are warned, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy…” (Matthew 6:19). Only by controlling our spending on luxuries 
for ourselves will we be able to save and to give in ways that lay up treasures in Heaven. In order to use 
wisely and enjoy the money God gives us, we need to have a spending plan. 

   Giving: By God’s grace, we will live wisely in order to give generously. Jesus said, 
“It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Through the work of the 
Holy Spirit, we will be able and willing to give money through our church on the 
first day of every week according to the blessings that we receive from Him (1 
Corinthians 16:2). As Rev. Stephen Olford, a 20th century Christian leader, aptly 
stated, “Giving satisfies the soul, edifies the church, and magnifies the Lord.” God’s 
Word exhorts us to give cheerfully and generously (2 Corinthians 9:7). In giving, we 
emulate God’s nature of giving, which enables us to experience the joy of giving.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Contributions 

Occasionally we receive a contribution to a fund that has already been assigned a budget.  Due to the 
way we record our budget we will now be putting these contributions into General Offering.  It will be 
more efficient and will make it easier to maintain and balance our budgeted funds.  We are so very 
grateful for all your contributions.  You are a very giving congregation.  
*If you would like your contribution to go for something specific, that is not included in our budgeted  
operating expenses (such as a new organ), please be sure to indicate that. * 
Sue Cairns (Stewardship) 



To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in March. 
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 

February 20, 2024 

Attendees:  Pastor Stites, Kristopher Haugh, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs, Sue Cairns, Kathy Richardson, 

Pete Dryer, Donna Urquhart, Dick Koppe 

President Haugh called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. 

Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the January 16, 2024, meeting were reviewed. A correction from 

the Minutes under New Business was made to show that the Church owned property is on 40th Street, 

not 44th Street. Sharie Jasper moved to accept the Minutes as corrected. Pete Dryer seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s report for January 2024 was presented and also a revised Income and 

Expense Statement for December 2023.  Changes made to the December Income and Expense 

Statement did not affect the Balance Sheet. The reporting process was reviewed and has good checks 

and balances.  A motion was made by Sue Cairns and seconded by Pete Dryer to accept the December 

statement as amended.  Motion carried.   The January 2024 statement was next reviewed. Kathy 

Richardson moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report for January 2024.  Sue Cairns seconded motion.  

Discussion followed.  Sharie reported that there were no items out of the ordinary in January.  Motion 

carried.  A breakdown on the expenses/proceeds from the Hansen and Morner inherited estates, copy 

attached, was reviewed.  Proceeds from the Hansen estate were $177,455.53. To date Morner 

proceeds are $5,057.18. The Morner proceeds as well as $27,458.53 of Hansen proceeds are held in 

the Fund 70 account.  All items currently in Fund 70 were reviewed along with discussion as to where 

they should be held.  Pete Dryer made a motion to move items discussed from Fund 70 to accounts 

designated.  Sue Cairns seconded the motion.  After further discussion, the motion was approved. 

Pastor’s Report:   Pastor Stites commented that Lent is underway, and he is planning a couple of special 

things for Holy Week.  Pastor received a book from Synod on their Convention.  It is available in his 

office for anyone to read.  Three new members will be welcomed this coming Sunday. Following up on 

possible activities with the other two Yuma churches to work together on, they are meeting on 

February 29 with Todd Moritz of LuTEC regarding a possible technical/vocational school in Yuma.  It is 

an informal meeting to discuss this mission outreach.  This is an idea being tossed about to help expand 

Christ Lutheran’s educational presence in our area.  The concept is something that all three churches 

would have to agree upon.  Christ Lutheran is also looking to add to their current facilities.  More 

information will be available at the next Council and Voters Meetings.   

President’s Report:  As new President, Kris Haugh shared information on his past experience as Council 

President in El Centro and also his work and personal background.  

Vice President’s Report:  Absent – No report. 



Elders Report:  Dick Koppe reported that the Elders made more than 40 calls during the month.  Pastor 

also made some calls.  Joe Peters is now officially an Elder.  The new Elders list is on the Board.  At 

some point, Dick will be looking for an additional Elder.  Assigning Elders to those in care facilities was 

discussed. 

Trustees Report:  Pete Dryer reviewed his activity report for January 20 through February 19, copy 

attached.  On the Morner estate, income from the recent auction held by Smart Auction was 

$4,947.89.  Smart Auction will take all remaining items in the house for auction, except the books.  The 

house is in Escrow.  An issue with the solar finance company was reviewed.  It was found that 

$33,303.55 is due to Mosaic Finance to pay off the solar system.    Items needing correction that came 

up from the home inspection were also discussed.  Our realtor called the buyer about the items 

needing correction and they have agreed to wave all repairs and the realtor will lower his commission 

by $2,000.  Escrow papers needed to be signed by February 20 in order for buyers to keep the interest 

rate quoted by their finance company. A motion was made by Sharie Jasper and seconded by Donna 

Urquhart to pay off the solar loan.  After discussion, the motion was approved.   A motion was made 

by Dick Koppe and seconded by Sharie Jasper to let the sale go through escrow as discussed and that 

any repairs from the inspection checklist will be the buyer’s responsibility.  After discussion, the motion 

was approved.     Net from the sale, including the solar pay off, will be between $330,00/$335,000. 

Evangelism Report:  Donna Urquhart commented that Pastor needs to keep reminding people to sign 

the Attendance Cards and also the Guest Book.  Kelly stated that we have stick-on labels for use as 

name tags if needed. 

Stewardship Report:  Sue Cairns reported that she is in training mode with a couple of new counters. 

Administrative:  Kelly advised that her goal to get our Facebook page up before the March Voters 

meeting will probably not get done.  President Haugh has volunteered to help her with the page.  The 

calendar for Fellowship Hall activities is up on the bulletin board along with rules for use of the Hall. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  Kelly would like a notice to be put in the Sunday bulletin and/or the Newsletter 

explaining how to make donations.  Anything designated for funded/budgeted accounts will go into 

the General account.  Kelly explained how our accounting system works, which may be different from 

other churches’ systems.  Sharie Jasper made a motion that Sue Cairns put a note in the bulletin and/or 

newsletter that any donations made to budgeted accounts will be put into the General account. Pete 

Dryer seconded the motion. After discussion, the motion was approved. 

Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion passed. 

President Haugh adjourned the meeting at 11:10 a.m. 

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 



Welcome to the Family 
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Margaret Martina, Cindy & Wes Schmidt 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

February 
$246 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$433 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for February 2024 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $18,929 

 Offerings Needed:      $21,664 

                                                   $2,735 - short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2024 

 Offerings Received YTD: $35,829 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $43,328 

                                                       $7,500 - short 

   

 

Stewardship Corner 

A steward is one to whom certain property 

is entrusted to be managed according to 

the will or direction of the owner. A 

faithful steward does not hide or bury the 

resources or fail to be trustworthy in 

conducting the master’s business as was 

the case with the third servant in the 

Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-

30). We have the responsibility to use the 

gifts given to us in a loving, gracious 

manner as we faithfully carry out our 

master’s will. Because of our faithfulness, 

we will hear the words, “Well done, good 

and faithful servant” (verse 21). 

 

 

 RICHARDSON, Cal & Kathy (35) 03/18 

 PEUGH, Diane & Reynoir Peterson (13) 03/19 

 HINRICHS, Paul & Kelly (34) 03/31 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 HINRICHS, Paul  03/02 

 SCHLOTHAUER, Don  03/07 

 HALL, Thomas  03/08 

 MOSLEY, Don  03/08 

 HALL, Karen  03/13 

 APPELDOORN, Pat  03/17 

 JUNGERS, John  03/17 

 GRAHAM, Debbie  03/22 

 NOSKA, Bob  03/22 

 KLEVER, Gus  03/23 

 PETERS, Lynda  03/30 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

March Birthdays 



 

 

 

 

+ 

 

March 2024 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm  
click on following link:  Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

 

     
 

1 
 
 

 

2 
 
  

3 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

4 

9:00am Quilting for              
                 Charities 
9:00am Pillowcase     

                 Dresses 

5 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                   Study 
9:00am Elders Mtg. 

6 
7:30am  Women’s Bible Study             
                @ Kathy Richardson’s 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
11:00am Midweek Lent Service                              

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal  
7:00pm  Midweek Lent Service            

7 

 
9:30am Women’s       
     Bible Study @  
     Sandy Erickson’s 
 

8 9 
 
 

10 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

11 
9:00am Quilting for              
                 Charities 
9:00am Pillowcase     
                 Dresses 

12 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                     Study  
9:00am Pastor 

Circuit Mtg. 
            @ SOTH 

13          
9:30am Adult Bible Study 
11:00am Midweek Lent Service               
12:00pm  LWML Monthly Mtg. 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm  Midweek Lent Service            

14 
 
9:30am Women’s       
     Bible Study @  

 Joyce Viether’s 

15 
 
 
LWML Spring Retreat 
5:00pm Carpool to 
Pendleton Home 

16 
LWML Spring Retreat 
7:30am Carpool to 
Christ Lutheran 

17          
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

18  
9:00am Quilting for              
                 Charities 
9:00am Pillowcase     
                 Dresses 

19 
8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                   Study  
10:00am Council       
                 Mtg.     

20 
7:30am  Women’s Bible Study             
                @ Esther Foster’s 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
11:00am Midweek Lent Service                

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal  
7:00pm  Midweek Lent Service            

21 
 
9:30am Women’s       
     Bible Study @   
     TBD 
 

22 23 

24          Palm Sunday 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Voters’ Meeting 
10:30am  Fellowship 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

25 

 
9:00am Pillowcase     
                 Dresses 

26 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                   Study 

27 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
 
6:00pm Choir Rehearsal  
 

28  Maundy Thurs. 
 
11:00am Maundy       
     Thursday Service 
7:00pm Maundy       
     Thursday Service 

29  Good Friday 
 
11:00am Good  
       Friday Service 
7:00pm Good      
       Friday Service 

30    Holy Saturday 

31           Easter Sunday      
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Easter Worship     
               w/Communion 
10:30am  Easter Breakfast 

5:00pm  Sunday Cards- Cancelled 
       Mite Box Collection 

      

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

