
 

 

 

 

Am I Heading for a Midlife Crisis? 

 I believe it is common to examine one’s life as you approach big milestones in life, though this 
happens differently throughout life.  When you are young, and each birthday seems like its own 
milestone, you are excited about the new possibilities and exciting adventures that lie ahead.  
When you are older, you look back over your life, rejoicing over the good times, and reflecting upon 
the not-so-good times.  But as I approach the BIG 4-0, I find myself doing both, looking back over 
my life, as well as what lies ahead. 

 I think this is where the mid-life crisis comes in, where many people look back over the “first 
half of their life,” and they feel something is wrong.  They regret decisions they have made, they 
dislike the current life they are living, and as they contemplate getting older, they long for their 
youth.  Is that the path I too will walk? 

 As I examine my life, I cannot help but reflect upon other servants of God:  Abraham was 
called by God when he was 75, and wouldn’t get his promised son Isaac till he was 100.  Joseph 
was sold into slavery, then imprisoned on false charges, only to then be elevated to a high place 
over Egypt to save his family.  Moses was washed down the Nile to be saved by Pharoah’s daughter, 
at age 40 he killed an Egyptian and ran away, becoming a shepherd for the next forty years.  And 
then at age 80, he is called by God to deliver Israel to the Promised Land.  Samuel was the answer 
to his mother’s prayer for a child, that she then handed over to serve God.  David, the youngest 
son of Jesse, was raised up to be the king over God’s people, reigning for 40 years.  Daniel was 
taken into captivity in Babylon, enduring hardship from his captors, but also being blessed by God 
with wisdom to speak the truth to those in power.  John the Baptist, the prophesied forerunner to 
Christ, would lead an extraordinary career pointing people to Jesus, only to be arrested, 
imprisoned, and executed.  Paul, who began life as a faithful Jew and Pharisee, a persecutor of the 
Church, was called miraculously by Christ to be an Apostle, and to share the Gospel with the world. 

 A lot of extraordinary people, who had to endure a lot throughout their lives, but one thing 
they had in common, God was with them.  God was the one guiding them on their paths, He was 
leading them where He wanted them to go, and He was blessing them and blessing others through 
them along the way.  Even when life did not look like they thought it should be, they still trusted in 
the wisdom of God.  As I reflect upon my life, both my past and my future, while there were good 
times and bad, I know God is with me, and is guiding me.  Even more, as I look to Christ and His 
death and resurrection to save me, I know I am loved by God.  How can I have a mid-life crisis, when 
God has been, and still is leading me where He wants me to go. 

  Pastor Jonathan Stites 
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*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

Online Services & Bible Studies 
Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page 

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 
 

           

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, October 4th @ 7:30am at Esther Foster’s* 

Wednesday, October 18th @ 7:30am at Sharie Jasper’s* 

 

Announcements & Upcoming Events 

                     

Online Study continued:  A Review of Luther’s Small Catechism 

Available online every Saturday by 6:00am and can be accessed  
by clicking on this link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page 

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 
 

 

Vacation Schedules: 

Pastor Stites will be out of town Monday, October 2nd –Wednesday, October 18th.  

Kelly will be out of town Wednesday, October 4th – Tuesday, October 10th. 

*Please contact one of the Elders for any Spiritual needs. 

*Due to Pastor Stites being on vacation, the service will not be uploaded to YouTube on Sunday, 
October 8th & 15th. 

                                                                                    

 

 

 

Choir Rehearsal 

Tune up your voices! Choir rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, 

October 25th at 6PM. Please join us for singing praises to our 

Lord and fellowship “making a joyful noise”. See Sharie Jasper 

for details. 

                      

LWML Sunday is October 22. 

There will be a special service with a 

Continental Breakfast to follow. 

See Sharie Jasper for any questions and if you 

would be willing to serve in any capacity. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 

Next Monthly Meeting is on October 11th @ 11:00am. 

Saturday, October 21, 2023 is our Fall Celebration at St. Paul’s in 
Holtville CA. Registration begins at 8:30.  There is a $5 registration 
fee. Continental breakfast will be served by the ladies from Grace-
El Centro. The theme of the Celebration is “Falling back into 
Service”. The theme verse is Romans 10:15.  

There will be elections for the following offices with the following 
volunteers that have been nominated to serve:  

President  
Treasurer-Sharie Jasper  
Growth and Development-Diane Plotz  
Pastoral Counselor-  

Please prayerfully consider serving in the positions that don’t have a nominee. 

There will be an ingathering for “Operation Christmas Child”.  We will 
be putting together the Shoe boxes for this servant event. SOTH is to 
bring children’s underwear size 2-12, socks and Slipper socks for the 
ingathering.  

We will carpool from SOTH at 7:30 AM. All ladies are invited to attend even if you haven’t been 
active in LWML. This is a great way to meet other Christian women in our area. 

______________________________________________________ 

 

LWML Sunday is October 22. There is a special service 
with a Continental breakfast to follow.  

See Sharie Jasper for any questions and if you 
would be willing to serve in any capacity.  

______________________________________________________ 
Christ Lutheran is planning to hold a mini retreat next spring.  It will be based on the 

book “Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World”. More info to come in the future.  

______________________________________________________ 

LWML Craft and Bake Fair: Something happened to Summer and suddenly 
Fall is here!  That means the Craft and Bake Fair is quickly coming up on 
November 4th.  If you haven’t already been working on your crafts, you still 
have time.  In order to have a successful sale, we need all varieties of crafts 
for shoppers to have a good selection. Remember Christmas shopping will 
be starting.  October is a good time to start planning and baking for the 
sale-the weather is cooler and we don’t mind having our ovens on.  Kathy 
Richardson is Chairman this year and would be happy to answer any 
questions. Proceeds from the sale will go to local charities. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Easy Evangelism: 
 

A funny thing happened to me as I was leaving Walmart yesterday.  I had 

been seeking guidance on what to submit for the October newsletter.  As 

I was leaving the store, I smiled and greeted a woman who was waiting 

for her husband.  We started up a light conversation and had a lovely chat 

for about five minutes, nothing about faith or religion, just general stuff.  

Her name is Diane, and as I was ready to say goodbye, I remembered the 

church bulletin in my purse.  I asked Diane if I could give her something 

as I handed her the bulletin.  We had a quick chat, she had a friend or 

relative who was Lutheran and seemed positive.  Now, she may or may 

not come to Shepherd of the Hills, but a seed was planted and God will 

take it from there.  Nothing could have been easier – and I really enjoyed 

our chat.  Be alert for opportunities to share with others. 

Marcia Nichols - Evangelism 



 

 

 

 

 

 

By God’s grace, we can acknowledge that “every good gift and 

every perfect gift is from above” (James 1:17), and we have 

been given the privilege and responsibility to manage all that 

He entrusts to us.  In spite of our unworthiness, God has 

chosen us in Christ to become His stewards.  God placed Adam 

and Eve in the Garden of Eden, and He puts us in places such 

as schools, offices, fields, construction sites, and factories to 

be His stewards.  Wherever we are placed, we are to be faithful 

in our stewardship. 

We can say, “Stewardship is faith in action.”  Stewardship is our 

response to the faith that God gives us through the indwelling 

of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel.   It is our whole-hearted 

response to God’s redeeming love.  Faith gives us access to 

God’s endless source of power, and faith produces the works 

of love that we do in Christ.  God’s grace enables us to express 

our faith in the way that we live our lives.  Through the 

continued reading and study of God’s Word, and, through 

faithful attendance at the Lord’s Table, we are nourished, strengthened, and sustained in our faith.  

God calls each of us to be faithful in our living, serving, witnessing, and giving.   

Of all the gifts that God gives to us, money, for many, is the 

hardest to manage faithfully.  Jesus tells us that we “cannot 

serve God and money” (Matthew 6:24).  Our society 

focuses on having more and more so we need God’s help 

to put Him first in our finances.  With the help of the Holy 

Spirit, we become givers rather than takers.  By God’s 

grace, we are enabled to hold onto our money loosely, 

which empowers us to give generously to those in need and 

to God through our church. 

 
(From Ron Chewning – Stewardship Advisors) 



To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in October. 
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 
September 19, 2023 

Attendees:  Jon Weeks, Pastor Stites, Dick Koppe, Sharie Jasper, Pete Dryer, Kelly Hinrichs, Sue Cairns,  
Barbara Koppe, Marcia Nichols, Donna Urquhart, Kathy Richardson 
President Weeks called the meeting to order at 9:55 a.m. 
Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the August 15, 2023, meeting were reviewed. Sharie Jasper moved to 
accept the Minutes. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion carried. Minutes from the Special Council Meeting of 
August 27, 2023, were reviewed. Sharie Jasper moved to accept the Minutes. Dick Koppe seconded. 
Motion carried. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s report for August 2023 was presented.  After review, Sue Cairns moved to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report for August 2023.  Kathy Richardson seconded.  Motion carried.   
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor reported that he will be attending the Pastors’ conference this coming Monday 
through Wednesday in Palm Springs.  He will then be out for two weeks on vacation starting October 2, 
2023.  He is currently working with the Evangelism Committee on a two-part Friendship Sunday on 
November 5 and 12, 2023.  LWML Sunday is on October 22, 2023.  Thanksgiving and Christmas services 
were also discussed. 
President’s Report:  Jon advised that the Nominating Committee needs to be in place.  This is the job of 
our Vice President, but Brad is not back yet from his summer trip.  It was noted that the committee should 
be made up of the Vice President, a Council member, and a congregation member.  Positions open for 
election were reviewed.  After discussion, Marsha Nichols volunteered to serve on the committee as the 
congregation member, Dick Koppe will serve as Council member with Brad Erickson as lead.  The slate 
needs to be presented to the December Voters Meeting. 
Vice President’s Report:  No report. 
Elders Report:  Dick Koppe reported that 30+ calls were made to members during the month. Dick 
reviewed with the Council, members that have moved or are moving out of the area, members that have 
moved to another church in Yuma and members that are changing from full time residents to winter 
visitors.  Dick said the Pastor is working on getting a substitute pastor for when he’s on vacation. 
Trustees Report:  Pete Dryer presented his report, copy attached, on the numerous items worked on at 
the church and on the Morner estate.  Attached items include the recorded Warranty Deed on the 
storage unit, Right of Survivorship, listing of firearms sold by 5 Shot, correspondence with attorney 
regarding Margaret’s daughter.  On damage to the church roof, a copy of Almodova’s repair estimate was 
presented.  Pete also brought up for discussion the placing of Church signs in the various RV Parks in the 
Foothills. 
Evangelism Report:   Barb reported that she had spoken to Rudy Gonzalez of Right Turn for Veterans to 
see if they had any needs for which we could collect.  Rudy advised that they are getting a lot of homeless 
vets that need meals.  What they need are canned food items like tuna fish, chili, spaghetti, etc.  These 
items need to be canned so that the homeless can take with them, open and eat.  We will be doing a 
collection of these foods in the coming months. After some discussion, Marcia Nichols moved that we 
hold the food collection for Right Turn for Veterans in November.  Sue Cairns second, Motion carried.  The 
next item discussed was the proposed two-part Friendship Sunday to be held on November 5 and 
November 12, 2023.  The November 5th part is for congregation members.  They will be given invitations 
and a special painted rock to give to whomever they are going to invite to the November 12 special 
Friendship Sunday service.  It was decided that the November 12 service not include communion.  Sharie 
Jasper suggested a potluck be held following the November 12th service.   



Stewardship Report:  Sue reported that Donna Urquhart and Debra Graham will start training as new 
counters. 
Administrative: Kelly reported that she will be on vacation October 4 – October 10, 2023.  Due to Pastor’s 
vacation time, the next Council meeting will be on October 24, 2023. 
Old Business:  n/a 
New Business:  n/a 
Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn.  Sue Cairns seconded, and motion carried.  Jon Weeks adjourned the 
meeting at 11:15 a.m. 
Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Labor Day 
Potluck 

2023 



              

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

October Anniversaries 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

September 
$129 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$1,997 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for September 2023 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $11,603 

 Offerings Needed:      $21,458 

                                                  $9,855 - short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2023 

 Offerings Received YTD: $140,781 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $193,122 

                                                      $52,341- short 

   

 

Stewardship Corner 
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we 
acknowledge that our blessings are gifts 
from God, and we want to show our 
gratitude for these gifts by using them in 
ways that accomplish His purposes and 
extend His kingdom.  Therefore, we are 
eager to share God’s grace by serving 
others: joining committees, activities and 
groups in church; witnessing and giving.  
Being transformed by the renewing of our 
minds, we become more selective with 
the ways we spend our time, talents, and 
money.  As we grow in our understanding 
of Biblical stewardship, we become more 
intentional and focused on using our lives 
and resources in ways that help us live as 
God pleasing stewards. 

 

 Muntzinger, Tom & Melinda (47) 10/09 

 HUNT, Larry & Lana (18) 10/21 

 JUNKER, Gene & Cyndy (57) 10/29 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 NICHOLS, Marcia  10/02 

 STEWART, Pat  10/03 

 STITES, Pastor Jonathan  10/06 
 MILLS, Randy  10/14 
 KAISER, Linda  10/15 
 MILLS, Sally  10/15 
 OHLAND, Sharon  10/16 
 BUSCH, Marty  10/17 
 HINDMAN, Irene  10/18 
 KAISER, Gary  10/18 
 HUBER, Paulette  10/22 
 ABEL, Lu  10/23 
 CAIRNS, Rob  10/24 
 KOCH, Maurice  10/29 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

October Birthdays 



 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2023 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

 

1 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

2 3 
8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                  Study - Cancelled     
9:00am  Elder’s Mtg.  
                Cancelled 
 

4 
7:30am  Women’s Bible  
        Study @ Esther Foster’s 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

- Cancelled 

5 6 7 
 

8 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study-   
                  cancelled 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

9 
 9:00am Quilting for              
                 Charities 

 

10 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                  Study - Cancelled         
                
 

11 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
- Cancelled 

11:00am – LWML Meeting 

12 
 

13 
 
 

 

14  
 
  

15 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

16 
9:00am Quilting for              
                 Charities 

  

17 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                   Study- Cancelled     
 

18 

7:30am  Women’s Bible     
           Study @ Sharie Jasper’s 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

- Cancelled 

19 
 
 

20 21 
7:30am Carpool to 
leave from SOTH for 
Fall Celebration in 
Holtville. 

22        LWML Sunday 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  LWML Breakfast 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

23 
9:00am Quilting for              
                 Charities 

24 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                     Study  
10:00am Council Mtg. 

25 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

26 27 28 

29     Reformation Sunday 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

       Mite Box Collection 

30 
9:00am Quilting for              
                 Charities 

31 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                   Study  
 

 
 
 
 

   

 

Pastor Stites Vacation:  October 2nd – October 18th 

Pastor Stites Vacation:  October 2nd – October 18th 

 

Pastor Stites Vacation:  October 2nd – October 18th 

 

Kelly’s Vacation: office will be closed, October 4th – October 10th 

Kelly’s Vacation: office will be closed, October 4th – October 10th 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

