
 

 

  

 

 

 
“As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 

the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.” (Matt 13:22) 

 In the Parable of the Sower, the seed is scattered on the path, among rocks, among thorns, and finally 

among good soil.  Each one corresponds to how people respond to the Gospel and the conditions of the 

world around them.  For the most part, I believe that all of you are part of the good soil, having received 

the Gospel with joy, and you now are producing good fruit and spreading the seed of the Gospel to 

others.  But I begin to wonder if Satan has not thrown in some bad seed to grow up and overwhelm us. 

 As Christ explained, the thorns are the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches.  Now, in 

general, it is good to be concerned for your welfare and the welfare of others, to love and serve your 

neighbor, etc.  But what happens when that becomes more important than God?  Just like with greed, 

money is a tool, a gift of God for our benefit.  But when we hold it up as an idol, and it becomes more 

important than God, we have slipped into sin.  That is why these “thorns” are so dangerous, they can be 

unassuming, until they overwhelm and overtake us with fear, sin, and idolatry, as we lose our faith in 

God. 

 After a difficult year, and so many changes, I have to ask, have thorns grown up around you, that now 

threaten the Word and your faith?  Have fears of the virus or whatever so overwhelmed you, that you 

cannot do anything?  Have struggles of isolation, money, health, etc., make you forget about God and His 

Word?  Do you listen to television and social media MORE than you listen to the Word of God?  Do you 

look at the world through a political lens, or a Biblical lens?  Or do you think there are NO THORNS 

around you at all? 

 The plain truth is that Satan is always at work to tear us away from Christ, and he will use whatever he 

can to do so.  In this case, he is constantly sowing bad seeds around us, to grow up slowly so we don’t 

stop it early, grow accustomed to them, until they overwhelm and overtake us.  In fact, I would argue 

anyone who thinks they don’t have any thorns are deceiving themselves, the thorns have so surrounded 

them, the light is blocked. 

 We don’t just repent from the BIG sins, we need to repent from the thorns that are growing around and 

within us, distracting us and tearing us away from God and the Church.  Just because we were once good 

soil doesn’t stop Satan from sowing bad seed around us.  Hold fast to God and His Word in this thorny 

world. 

 “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of 

the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the SWORD (or in this case, PRUNING SHEARS) of the 

Spirit, which is THE WORD OF GOD, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.” 

(Eph 6:16–18) 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 
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Yuma, AZ 85367 
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Thoughts from Pastor Stites: 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

Online Services & Bible Studies 
Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page 

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 
 

           

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, May 3rd @ 7:30am at Mary Shoemaker’s* 

Thursday, May 11th @ 9:30am at TBD 

Wednesday, May 17th  @ 7:30am at Bev Ferguson’s* 

Thursday, May 25th @ 9:30am at TBD 

Announcements & Upcoming Events 

 

                                           
 

 

 

 

 

LWML End-of -Season Potluck & Election of Officers 

Everyone is welcome to attend! 

Sunday, May 7th @ 4:00pm 
Sharie Jasper’s house* 

(see LWML page for more details) 

 

 Choir 

Thank you, loyal choir members, for contributing 

music to the fall and winter services.   Hope to 

see new faces and returning members in the fall. 

I hope everyone has a good summer and has 

enjoyed the music the choir provided this year. 

Sharie Jasper 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

The end of season LWML potluck will be held on  
Sunday, May 7th at 4:00PM at Sharie Jasper’s home*.   

Sharie will make a ham & will have tea & lemonade. 

You may bring other beverages if you like. Everyone is 

invited. Please bring a dish to pass. There will be a 

VERY short meeting to elect officers for the next year.  

If you are interested in volunteering to be an officer, 

let me know. Thank you to everyone that participated 

in our many events and fundraisers. We will be having 

a planning meeting sometime in June, TBD. 

 

Quilt Drawing Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Laurie Hefflefinger & Sharie Jasper                       Betty Vaughn & Sharie Jasper 

Thanks to everyone that purchased quilt drawing tickets. The winners were 

Laurie Hefflefinger and Betty Vaughn. Congratulations ladies! Thank you, 

Carol Rice, for the donation of two beautiful quilts. We raised $665 which will 

be split between the pillowcase dresses and quilting for charities. 

Sharie Jasper 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you so much for your support and 

donations of bath towels/cloths and dish 

towels/cloths for Right Turn for Yuma Veterans.  

Your donations are greatly appreciated!  

 

For the month of May, we will be collecting hygiene products for the 

veterans.  The following items are what has been requested: 

Liquid Body Wash 

Shampoo 

Deodorant (for men only) 

Toothbrushes 

Thank you in advance for your support and donations. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easy Evangelism: 
Invite a neighbor or friend to attend a church function.  It can be 

a dinner or luncheon at the church, a Bible Study, tying quilts, 

making Pilllowcase Dresses, or even helping with the yard sale if 

they are so inclined.  That would introduce them to our church 

family and who knows where that may lead. 

On May 1st, 2023 the donation of 

towels was delivered to Right Turn for 

Yuma Veterans.  Pictured: Dick Koppe, 

Susie (from Right Turn), Barb Koppe & 

Rudy (from Right Turn). 



 

 

                                         

 

 

                               WHY? STEWARDSHIP:  
Life with all its ups and downs is a gift from God. We experience joy and sorrow, good and bad. We 
cherish those moments when life is what we want it to be.  

BUT…. 

Some experiences are not enjoyable. In fact, I am sure there are many events in our lives that we 
would just as soon forget ever happened. BUT…..do we really? Is that what God would want us to do? 
Forget the bad things? God tells us we should forgive, but when I went to my Bible, I did not find a 
directive to forget. On the contrary, there are numerous reminders to remember. When God had 
Moses lead the Israelites out of Egypt and into the desert, the people grumbled and complained, 
whined and whimpered. God faithfully fed, clothed, and protected them. Every time they rebelled, He 
would admonish them and tell them to recall all His mighty acts of deliverance and mercy. He said: 
REMEMBER when you were slaves in Egypt and I delivered you. He wanted them to remember. 
Remember my promises. Remember my mercy. Remember my love. Remember what you were and 
what you are now. Remember who you belong to. Remember I am your God. 

He does the same with us. God knows each and every one of us. He knew us when He hung on that 
cross and He knew exactly who and what we would become. Everything that has happened to us was 
known. He allowed all those trials, each painful event, every unpleasant happening in your life. And 
because we know He did that, we have to ask WHY? Well, it certainly wasn’t so we could forget about 
it! We say: “He is refining me like silver. Yeah, sometimes this refining business is not fun!” No, it is 
not. So why? I think it is because He wants us to be good stewards of those pains. Our lives belong to 
Him and are to be used to glorify His name. All our experiences, planned by God, shaped us into just 
who He needs us to be to accomplish the works He has for us on earth. Every scar, internal and 
external, is known by Him. He loves you no matter how damaged you think you are. And He wants you 
to remember who got you through that pain and to use those hurts to help others who are 
experiencing the same or similar circumstances.  

A good steward uses their life experiences to minister to others. Yes, you need to forgive the doer of 
the wrong. But you also must remember it happened so you can prevent it from occurring again. Then 
you need to help others by walking beside them in their time of need and guiding them to the Savior 
who walked beside you.  

This is what a good Christian steward does. Forgives and REMEMBERS the love of God and the joy and 
peace of knowing His son, Jesus Christ. 

Your life, warts and all, is His! And don’t you forget it! 

SOLI DEO GLORIA! 

Shannon Cady – Stewardship 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in May. 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MEETING 

March 21, 2023 

There was no Council Meeting in April.  We will meet again on May 16th @ 10:00am. 

____________________________________________________________ 

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in May. 
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
April 25, 2023 

Attendees:  Jon Weeks, Pastor Stites, Dick Koppe, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, 
Kathy Richardson, Pete Dryer, Brad Erickson, Barbara Koppe, Donna Urquhart 
President Weeks called the special meeting to order at 9:57 a.m.  Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 
Pastor’s Report:    Pastor reported that with Smokey Morner’s passing, a portion of his estate has 
been bequeathed to Shepherd of the Hills.   In accordance with the Church’s By-Laws, as Trustee 
Pete Dryer is the designated official to work with the Estate.   
Trustees Report:  Pete Dryer is continuing to work on proposed signs with the sign company.  
President Weeks advised that a member has pledged upwards of one-half of the sign cost. 
Sharie Jasper made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Pete Dryer seconded, and motion carried.  
Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 10:36 a.m. 

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Happy 5th Anniversary Pastor 

Stites & Theresa! 

Pastor Stites was installed as 
Pastor of Shepherd of the Hills 

on April 22nd, 2018. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

April 
$186 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$896 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for April 2023 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $22,442 

 Offerings Needed:      $21,458 

                                                     $984- over 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2023 

 Offerings Received YTD: $82,766 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $85,832 

                                                       $3,066- short   

 

Stewardship Corner 

With the wisdom that comes from God, 

we will be able to see with discernment.  

With wisdom we are able to see below 

the surface of things.  Wisdom includes 

the ability to look at ourselves, others, 

and even obstacles we encounter from 

a Godly perspective.  We will be able to 

demonstrate better judgment in our 

relationships, finances, business 

transactions, and in all areas of our 

lives.  God’s wisdom will give us 

purpose.  With the help of the Holy 

Spirit, we will use our time, talents, and 

money wisely to accomplish God’s 

purposes in our lives. 

 

 

LUNDAHL, Dave & Linda (50) 05/05 

 NICHOLS, Gary & Marcia (50) 05/05 
 BENNETT, Gary & Renee (52) 05/08 
 ANDERSON, Sharon & Charles (61) 05/09 
 ENGEL, Larry & Goldie-Anne (30) 05/15 
 LOMAX, Daniel & Jody (28) 05/18 
 CAIRNS, Rob & Sue (22) 05/19 
 JUNGERS, John & Phyllis 05/27 
 HUBER, Paul & Paulette (48) 05/29 
 MILLS, Randy & Sally (42) 05/29 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 EICHELKRAUT, Barbara  05/02 

 HEISTAD, Diana  05/02 

 LARSON, Julianna  05/03 

 JONES, Cheryl  05/05 

 LOMAX, Jody  05/08 

 HUNT, Lana  05/10 

 JUNKER, Gene  05/10 

 SPANO, Anthony  05/10 

 THOMAS, Florence  05/13 

 HAUGH, Robin  05/21 

 DARNER, Lois  05/25 

 OHLAND, Warren  05/26 

 BENNETT, Gary  05/29 

 ELLEDGE, Steve  05/30 

 DRYER, Pete  05/31 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

May Birthdays 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2023 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

 

  1 
 

2 
8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                    Study     

9:00am  Elder’s Mtg 

3 
7:30am  Women’s Bible  Study        
               @ Mary Shoemaker’s   
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
 

 4   

 

 

 
 

5 

 
 

6 

 
 
 
 

7 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

4:00pm LWML End-of-Season                   
           Potluck @ Sharie Jasper’s 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

8 
 

9 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                     Study  
9:00am Pastor Circuit    
              Mtg.  

10 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

11 
9:30am Women’s  

Bible Study  
@TBD 

 

12 13 
 

14         Mother’s Day 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

15 
 

16 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                     Study  
10:00am Council Mtg. 
 

17 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study    
               @ Bev Ferguson’s   
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

18  
 

19 
 
 

 

20   
 
  

21   Ascension Celebrated 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

22 
 

  

23 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                     Study  
 

24 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
  

25 
9:30am Women’s  

Bible Study  
               @ TBD 
 

26 27 

28              Pentecost 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

       Mite Box Collection 

29   Memorial Day 30 

8:00am  Men’s Bible      
                     Study  
 

31 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

