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What is YOUR next step? 

 

Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable 

wreath, but we an imperishable.  So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating 

the air.  But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to 

others I myself should be disqualified. (1 Cor 9:25–27) 

 

 Paul compares the Christian life of sanctification to a race, to being an athlete, 

where we are to continuously grow, not only for our own edification, but so that we 

may use the gifts that God has given to us to serve others.  Each and every day we are 

to grow in faith, wisdom and understanding as we daily study God’s Word.  We are to 

strive to repent, and overcome the sins that we struggle with.  We are to look for 

opportunities to serve both God and our neighbor.  In a sense, we are to keep taking 

another step forward in our lives with Christ.  But it seems many are standing still. 

 Many, including myself, find ourselves content with the status quo, where we are 

happy with our regular routine, we have everything we need, and we see no need to do 

more.  Whether we are doing a little or a lot for the Church, we have been doing the 

same for years.   Why do anything more than we are now?  But if we are not doing 

anything new, if we are not striving to do more for ourselves or others, are we running 

or are we standing still? 

 So I propose a challenge, for all of us.  TAKE THE NEXT STEP!  If you have 

been content with just coming to Church, come to Bible Study or start a devotion.  If 

you have been content to just receive, look for opportunities to serve in the Church, the 

community, or just your neighbor.  If you are wondering why we don’t do something, 

maybe God is urging you to take the lead.  And if you are one who is already weary of 

working so much, maybe it’s time to set aside some work for another, opening more 

mission opportunities for you and leaving an open space for another to fill in. 

 Stop standing still, instead look for the next step YOU will take.  Satan is eager 

to tie us down with an easy and comfortable life, but God is calling us to grow and to 

serve our neighbor.  Let us share in the joy of St. Paul, “For though I am free from all, I 

have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. … I do it all for the 

sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.” (1 Cor 9:19, 23) Amen. 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites: 
 



                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

           

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, October 5th @ 7:30am at Em Foster’s* 

Thursday, October 13th @ 9:30am at Karly Dockter’s* 

Wednesday, October 19th @ 7:30am at Barb Koppe’s* 

Thursday, October 27th @ 9:30am at TBD 

 

 
 

 

LWML Craft and Bake Fair 
Saturday, November 5th, 2022 

Something happened to September, and it flew by.  October is here!  

That means the Craft and Bake Fair is quickly coming up on November 

5th.  If you haven’t already been working on your crafts, you still have 

time.  In order to have a successful sale, we need all varieties of crafts 

for shoppers to have a good selection. Remember Christmas shopping 

will be starting.  Also, October is a cooler month, so you’ll be able to do 

lots of delicious baking for the sale.  Proceeds go to local charities. 

 

 

  
 

Choir rehearsals will begin October 19th @ 6:00pm 
in the sanctuary. Please join us in serving the Lord 
by creating a “joyful noise”. No tryouts necessary. 

 

LWML Fall Funtastic/Octoberfest 
On Friday, October 28th @ 5:00pm, at Sharon and Steve Elledge’s home*. 

Everyone is invited to come.   
A German food potluck is part of the evening’s festivities. 

 See Bev Ferguson* for further details. 

 

LWML SUNDAY  
Sunday, October 23rd.  There will be a continental breakfast following the service. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 

 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, October 12th at 11:00am, in the fellowship hall.  All women are 
invited to attend. If you are unfamiliar with LWML, come join us to find out what we are all about. 

The LWML Fall Celebration will be held at Christ Lutheran, Yuma on October 22nd.  We will be car-
pooling from SOTH at 7:30am. The theme of the Celebration is based on MT 25:40. “Be Jesus With Skin 
On” The afternoon program will be given by Pastor Ramon Contreras from Lutheran Border Concerns.  
There will be an ingathering of canned meat, i.e. tuna, chicken, etc. If you have never attended a 
Celebration (Rally), we invite you to join us. We also have a monetary offering. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Craft Fair/Bake Sale is November 5th, from 9am-1pm. Set-up will be 
Wednesday and Thursday. Please price your items if possible and bring 
them to the fellowship hall on the days of set-up. Baked goods can be 
brought in on Saturday morning before 9am. Small packages sell best, 
such as 4-6 cookies per plate. Of course, everyone loves pie, right? 
Homemade breads sell well also. Hopefully we get a good selection of 
items for the fair.  If you haven’t already started there is no time like the 
present. If you have any questions see Kathy Richardson or Sharie Jasper. 
All proceeds go to local charities. 

 Since this year is LWML’s 80th anniversary, all societies are encouraged to 
reflect God’s love by blessing others with 80 of something. At our last 
meeting 3 different “80s” were chosen. They are as follows: 
1.  80 boxes of Crayons, markers or other school supplies for a school.  
2.  80 Stuffed toys for use by first responders. 
3.  40 adult coloring books and 40 sets of colored pencils for dialysis 
centers, cancer centers etc. 

Boxes will be set up in the back of the church to collect these items.                 
                                            Thank you for supporting LWML’s mission projects. 

Quilting for Charities starts Monday, October 3rd at 9:00am. You don’t need any experience to join us. 
If you can tie a knot, you can tie a quilt.  Em Foster is a great teacher. 

Sharie Jasper - LWML President  

On Friday, October 28th, we are 
having a Fall Funtastic/Octoberfest at 
5:00pm. Everyone is invited to come.  
It will be held at Sharon and Steve 
Elledge’s home.  

A German food potluck is part of the evening’s festivities. 
See Bev Ferguson for further details. 

 

 

Sunday, October 23rd is 
LWML Sunday.  There will 
be a continental breakfast 

following the service. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

        What is Evangelism? 

Evangelism, to some of us it may be 

an uncomfortable word and to most 

everyone it is misunderstood.  It can 

make us fearful or excited.  Our Lord 

says “Fear not”.   

 

As the body of Christ we need to be excited to 

share the love of Christ.  There are many ways 

to do this.  With modern technology in our 

hands, we have access to so many means of 

communication to share the Good News with 

family, friends of acquaintances that don’t 

know the scriptures.  For those not wanting to 

use these means, you can write letters or use 

the phone to connect and share.   

Evangelism does not mean we need to go to foreign 

countries; we are living in a Mission Field.  Let’s work 

in our own Mission Field to share our faith in Christ 

as our Lord commands us to do.   

We are all Missionaries! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in October. 



On Sunday, September 11th we welcomed new and returning members: 

Gus Klever, Alice Potter, Anthony & Donna Spano, Joe & Lucy Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: Pete Dryer (Elder), Smokey Morner (Elder), Gus Klever, Donna & Anthony Spano, Lucy & 
Joe Brown, Alice Potter and Dick Koppe (Head Elder) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Pete Dryer and 

Paul Hinrichs for fixing the 

retention basin that was 

eroding away. 



To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in October. 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MEETING 

September 20, 2022 

Attendees:  Pastor Stites, Jon Weeks, Sharie Jasper, Pete Dryer, Kelly Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, Dick Koppe, 
Esther Foster, Kathy Richardson. 
Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the August 23, 2022 meeting were reviewed. Dick Koppe moved to accept 
the Minutes. Sharie Jasper seconded. Motion carried. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s report for August 2022 was presented. Shannon Cady moved to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report for August 2022. Pete Dryer seconded. Motion carried.  
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Stites commented that he heard that some people did not like Sunday’s sermon, but 
no one approached him.  If anyone has questions, they should talk directly to Pastor.  He is happy to discuss 
his sermons with anyone. 
President’s Report:  No report. 
Vice President’s Report:  No report. 
Elders Report:  Dick Koppe reported that the Elders made 30 plus calls in the last month. In reference to 
Pastor’s comments, he said that the Elders refer complaints to Pastor. 
Trustees Report:  Pete Dryer reviewed the many repairs and maintenance items taken care of during the 
month.  He updated the Council on the 50th Drive escrow.  The escrow is due to close this date and will net 
SOTH approximately $210,359.29.  R. J. Hansen’s generosity to the Church is highly appreciated. A mission 
donation of 10% of the sale proceeds was suggested.  Esther Foster moved that we give to District and Synod 
10% off the top of the escrow proceeds.  Sharie Jasper seconded the motion.  Motion approved to be 
recommended at the December 18, 2022, Voters’ Meeting.  Repairs needed to the Church building and 
property were reviewed. President Jon commented that maintenance and upkeep is important but at the 
same time, we need to be judicious with the proceeds.  Items deemed of importance are the parking lot 
repairs at approximately $10,000 and soffit/fascia repairs approximately $6,300. A new more visible sign for 
the church was also presented.   
Evangelism Report:  No report. 
Stewardship Report:  Shannon Cady explained the updated online giving procedure.  Online giving can be 
either on the 1st or 15th of the month or a half and half split for the month.  The new procedure will result in 
less bookkeeping. 
Administrative:  Kelly thanked Shannon for being her back up in the office.  The purchase of new Concordia 
pamphlets for the church was presented.  There are two different sets.  Sharie Jasper made a motion to, if 
possible, place a sample order of the pamphlets.  Motion seconded by Dick Koppe and approved.   An option 
for updating the picture directory was discussed.  Set up would be $99.99 through a company that does 
Church directories, or we could do it for free through the churches software, we would take the photos and 
input member information.  It was decided that January would be the best time to take photos.  
Old Business:   None. 
New Business:  The appointment of a Nominating Committee will be addressed when Brad Erickson returns. 
The Slate of Nominees needs approval at our November meeting.  Sharie Jasper announced that the LWML 
will host an Octoberfest on Friday, October 28 at 5:00 pm.  It will be a German food potluck and the Elledges 
are opening their home for the event.   
Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion passed. 
Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 11:37 a.m. 

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

September 
$179 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$1704 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for September 2022 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $12,602  

 Offerings Needed:      $20,948 

                                                  $8,346 - short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2022 

 Offerings Received YTD: $160,852 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $188,532 

                                                       $27,680 - short   

 

                

Stewardship Corner 

Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man came 

not to be served but to serve, and to give His 

life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).  

The very nature of Jesus is the example that 

should be our encouragement to serve 

others. Acknowledging Christ for Who He is 

and what He has done to redeem us as 

sinners, we begin to understand His nature 

and purpose for us.  As forgiven people, we 

have the redemptive purpose of living a life 

of faithful service to others in Jesus’ name.  

Christ’s love for us and our love for Him 

make our lives of servanthood possible.  

Through a loving relationship with Him, we 

are willing to live lives in faithful service. 

 

  

  

KIEHL, Bob & Karen (51) 10/16 

 HUNT, Larry & Lana (17) 10/21 

 JUNKER, Gene & Cyndy (56) 10/29 

 

 

 NICHOLS, Marcia  10/02 

 STEWART, Pat  10/03 

 STITES, Pastor Jonathan  10/06 

 KAISER, Linda  10/15 

 OHLAND, Sharon  10/16 

 BUSCH, Marty  10/17 
 HINDMAN, Irene  10/18 

 KAISER, Gary  10/18 

 HUBER, Paulette  10/22 

 ABEL, Lu  10/23 

 BEYER, Eugene  10/24 

 CAIRNS, Rob  10/24 

 
 

 

 

  

 

October Birthdays 



 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2022 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

1 
 

2 

8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 
 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

3 

9:00am  Quilting for  
Charities 

11:00am  LWML Craft   
& Bake Sale 
Committee 

Meeting 

4 

 
 

5 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Em Foster’s   
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

6 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 

9 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 
 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards  

10 

9:00am  Quilting for  
Charities 

11 

 

12 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
11:00am  LWML Monthly mtg 
 
 
 
 

 13         
 
9:30am Women’s  

Bible Study  
@ Karly Dockter’s 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 

 

16 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 
 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

17 

9:00am  Quilting for  
Charities 

18 

 

10:00am Council Mtg. 

19 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Barb Koppe’s   

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
6:00pm  1st Choir Rehearsal 
 

20 
 
 

21 22 
7:30am  Carpool to 
Christ Lutheran for 

Fall Celebration 

23           LWML Sunday 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  LWML hosted  
        Continental Breakfast 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

24 

9:00am  Quilting for  
Charities 

25 

 

26 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
 
6:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 

27 
 
9:30am Women’s  

Bible Study @ TBD 

28 
 
 
5:00pm  Fall Funtastic 

Octoberfest @ The 
Elledge’s 

29 

31 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 
 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

Mite Box Collection 

31 Reformation Day 

9:00am  Quilting for  
Charities 

     

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

