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An Interesting Exercise 

 Some people will randomly open the Bible and point to a verse, to see what God is telling them 
in that moment.  Well, I honestly did this, I landed on Habakkuk 3:17-18, “Though the fig tree should 
not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the 
flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will 
take joy in the God of my salvation.” 

 What does this mean? Habakkuk is a book that began with a complaint, but here we see it ends 
with a joyful expression of faith.  In a world where things do not always make sense, the world seems 
dark, and the righteous at times suffer, we should always look to God.  As is stated earlier in the text, 
“the righteous shall live by his faith.” (Hab 2:4) And so here, even in the midst of famine, Habakkuk will 
rejoice in God. 

 Is this a good practice? … Maybe?  Is it possible God can speak to us through this manner?  Yes, 
but it is far better to regularly be in the Word, reading more than just a few random sentences.  It’s like 
reading a few random quotes from Shakespeare’s MacBeth, and thinking you know the whole story of 
Romeo and Juliet. 

 Now for me as a Pastor, I think it’s a fun exercise, seeing if I can preach on ANY passage in 
Scripture, or if I need to look it up.  In this case, I could very easily go off on describing our current 
questions and fears regarding inflation and food shortages, God providing our daily bread, as well as 
this being a textbook case of the righteous living by faith, trusting in God to guide us through all 
difficulties in life.  For me, this passage could easily inspire a sermon (or a newsletter) if I needed it, but 
that is not the case with all passages.  And I would not make this a regular practice for Sunday morning. 

 For all of you, if you want to do this, feel free to do so.  Have fun potentially seeing passages you 
may never have read before; you may find something worth exploring more.  But do not do this if you 
are looking for God to be speaking to you in a moment of need.  Instead, read more than just random 
sentences, read whole sections or books, read the Gospels and the Epistles, where God’s Word is more 
clearly proclaimed and explained.  It is better to be in the Word regularly, and to recall what you 
already know, than to stumble blindly through a forest hoping you found buried treasure. 

 But learn from Habakkuk today, “Rejoice in the LORD; take joy in the God of salvation.”  Amen. 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites: 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

           

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, June 1st @ 7:30am Barb Koppe’s* 

Thursday, June 9th @ 9:30am at Joyce Viether’s* 

Wednesday, June 15th @ 7:30am at Em Foster’s* 

Thursday, June 23rd @ 9:30am at TBD 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Stewards Are Channels of God’s Blessings 

What is your response to the question, “Are you a channel or a terminal?”   This question isn’t one at the 

forefronts of our minds, but it might be self-enlightening to consider it.  A channel is a person who receives 

God’s gifts and blessings and shares with others all that he/she is able.  God made us to be channels of His 

blessings to others, and, through faith, we all become potential channels for God to use.  In contrast, a 

person who acts as a terminal focuses on keeping what he/she receives.  God’s blessings stay with that 

person. 

Why are some of us channels and others terminals?   One of the 

major reasons is the different perspective on ownership.   People 

who act as terminals view themselves as the true owners of what 

they have, because they don’t see God as the source of “every 

good gift and every perfect gift” (James 1:17).  In their minds, 

they own what they possess, having earned it all with their sweat 

and skill.  In order to become God’s channels instead of terminals, 

we need God to change our hearts.  By His grace, we become His 

channels.  By grace, we are enabled to acknowledge God as the 

giver of our lives and all of our blessings.  With this new 

understanding, we recognize how God wants to use us as His 

channels through whom He can serve others. Our new hearts 

empower us to hold onto things loosely, freeing us to become 

giving and sharing people.  We become God’s channels through whom He shares both spiritual and material 

blessings.  Peter the Apostle wrote, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 

stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10). 

God honors us with the privilege and responsibility to be His channels.  We may be reluctant to believe we 

can be blessings to others, thinking we are not adequate for God to use.  Don’t be concerned!  God can use 

us in many different ways.  What we offer may only be a smile, a helping hand, a phone call, or words of 

encouragement.  One of the more meaningful ways that God can use us is to share what we’ve gone through 

in our lives.  Sharing our life’s struggles and challenges can be an encouragement to others as they face 

difficulties. 

When God uses us as channels for His blessings, we need to be mindful that He is the one Who accomplishes 

all things.  We are but humble servants prepared for His service.  Any success that comes from our service 

belongs to God.   

May God help us all to be channels rather than terminals. 

Ron Chewning - Stewardship Advisors 

 



SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MEETING 

May 17, 2022 

Attendees: Jon Weeks, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Dick Koppe, Pete Dryer, Brad Erickson, Kathy Richardson, 
Kelly Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, Esther Foster 
President Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.  
Pastor opened the meeting with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the March 15, 2022, meeting were reviewed. Dick Koppe moved to accept the 
Minutes as presented. Sharie Jasper seconded. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer’s report for March 2022 was reviewed. Pete Dryer moved to accept the Treasurer’s 
Report for March 2022. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion carried. April 2022 report was next reviewed.  President 
Jon asked if there were any current plans for use of the Memorial Funds.  Esther Foster replied that no funds 
were currently needed.  Sharie Jasper stated that she would contact Sharon Anderson regarding the $655 in 
memorial funds for Michael Anderson.  Sharon had wanted the funds to be used to support a Concordia Seminary 
student.  Sharie will get the student’s name and send the funds to him.  Kathy Richardson moved to accept the 
April 2022 Treasurer’s Report.  Brad Erickson seconded.  Motion carried.   

Pastor’s Report: Pastor said that he will be taking time off at the end of the month – May 27-June 4.  Reverend 
Bil Hood will fill in for him on Sunday, May 29.  He will also take a few days off at the end of the Synodical 
Convention in late June.  A comprehensive Funeral and Burial Form will be available for members to complete 
for their families and the church.  It will be available on the back table in Church. 

President’s Report:  President Jon presented the Quote received from Safeline on asphalt rehab on the parking 
lot, copy attached.  Pete Dryer reviewed the Quote in detail. 

Trustees Report:  Pete presented the estimate received for the fascia repair and a breakdown of repairs 
completed at church since mid-March, copy attached.   

Vice President’s Report:  No Report. 

Elders Report:  Dick stated most of the Elders have gone for the summer.  Prior to their departure, they had been 
making around 80 calls per month.  This will pick up again when they return.  

Evangelism Report: Esther felt that distribution of the Portals of Prayer had been well received.  There will be a 
Memorial Day potluck directly following the May 29 Sunday service.  This is a nice time to get together and 
socialize. 
Stewardship Report:  No report. 

Administrative: Kelly Hinrichs reported that she may be called for Federal Jury Duty in Phoenix at the end of June.  
Kelly will not know if she is called until the Friday beforehand.  She will try to get service bulletins done in advance.  
Shannon Cady volunteered to help as her back up.  Kelly said that $20 was received for the purchase of a SOTH 
Tee Shirt.  Sharie Jasper moved to put the $20 in the General Fund.  Dick Koppe seconded.  Motion approved.  
Kelly is checking into changing internet providers to Spectrum from CenturyLink.  For her vacation time, Kelly 
would again like to take Thursdays off during the summer.  She is also thinking about painting her office this 
summer and will be looking for paint on clearance. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  The next Council meeting will be on August 16, 2022.  If needed, a special meeting can be called.  
Sharie Jasper said that she will be on vacation on Sunday, June 19th and will be at the LWML Convention on 
Sunday, June 5.   

Sharie Jasper motioned that the meeting be adjourned.  Shannon Cady seconded, and motion carried. President 
Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 11:08 a.m.  

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

June Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

May 
$204 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$1043 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for May 2022 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $29,406 

 Offerings Needed:      $20,948 

                                                  $8,458 - over 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2022 

 Offerings Received YTD: $110,780 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $104,740 

                                                       $6,040 - over   

 

Stewardship Corner 

By God’s grace, we become deeply 

concerned about people who are 

perishing because they do not know 

Jesus.  Through us, God carries on His 

life-saving work.  We are called to be 

about His mission with all the resources 

He entrusts to us.  It involves more than 

giving a token amount of our time, 

abilities, and money.  It goes beyond part-

time or half-hearted activity.  When we 

submit to Him all that we are and have, 

God can do great things through us.  With 

God’s help, we can have the mission zeal 

of the Apostle Paul who committed his 

life to telling people about Jesus’ love 

which was demonstrated on the Cross. 

 

  

 APPELDOORN, Ron & Pat (57) 06/01 

 HEISTAD, Myron & Diana (52) 06/06 

 DRYER, Pete & Joyce (54) 06/15 

 MUELLER, Tom & Judy (49) 06/16 

 ERICKSON, Tom & Sandy (64) 06/21 

 HARRISON, Bob & Elaine (65) 06/22 

 
 

 ENGEL, Larry  06/02 

 FOSTER, Em  06/02 

 POTTER, Alice  06/02 

 RICHARDSON, Cal  06/03 

 BIEBER, Joyce  06/08 

 MUELLER, Tom  06/08 

 ANDERSON, Sharon  06/10 

 ERICKSON, Tom  06/10 

 STITES, Theresa  06/13 

 EINWAECHTER, Jessica  06/14 

 FOSTER, Esther  06/23 

 LARSON, Isabella  06/23 

 ZEISS, Judy  06/23 

 JONES, Paul  06/28 

  

 

 

  

 

June Birthdays 



 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2022 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

 

       

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

1 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Barb Koppe’s   
9:30am  Adult Bible Study –     
          cancelled this week only 
 
  

2 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
  

4 
 

5 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards  

 

6 
 

7 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                    Study 
 

8 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

9          
 
9:30am  Women’s Bible  
Study @ Joyce Viether’s 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

 

12 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

13 
 

14 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                    Study 
. 

15 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Em Foster’s   

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
 

16 
 
 

17 18 
 

19             Father’s Day 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

 

20 
 

21 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
   Study – Cancelled      
     this week only 

No Council Meeting 
until August 16th 

22 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study -     
     Cancelled this week only 
 

 
 
 

23 

9:30am Women’s Bible   
          Study @ TBD 

 

 

24 25 

26 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

Mite Box Collection 

27    
 

28 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                    Study 
 

29 30   

 

 LCMS PSD District Convention in Las Vegas – Pastor is attending 

LWML District Convention in Tempe 

LWML District Convention in Tempe 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

