
  

 

 

 11201 East 38th Place 
Yuma, AZ 85367 

928-345-9694 
Email: 

Sothyuma@gmail.com 
Website: 

www.sothyuma.org 

 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. … Look carefully then how 

you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 

making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. … 

[submit] to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Eph 5:1–21) 

 These blessed words are the introduction to Paul’s words on how we are to love our 

neighbor in our various vocations/offices: as husband and wife, parent and child, boss and 

worker.  While the specific teachings in those areas are good and wise, and should be read, 

people often forget that these earlier verses precede them.  More specifically, what is the great 

example that guides us in loving our neighbor?  What does Paul even mean by “love”? 

 The answer is simple, we look to Christ and the Church.  As we grow in faith and 

understanding, we better understand God’s love for us, specifically in Christ dying to save us.  

And this is the image that drives everything.  We can now begin to love God because He first 

loved us and sent Christ to die for us.  And understanding that love that we ourselves have 

received, we turn toward our neighbor and share that same love with them. 

 For example, we see this in marriage; husbands and wives are in a way a living 

embodiment of Christ and the Church.  As such, husbands are to love their wives as Christ loves 

the Church, meaning that a man is to be able and willing to die for his wife.  And likewise, the 

woman should respond in the same love and respect for her husband, as the Church submits to 

Christ.  And to any woman who has problems with that word “submit,” remember that it begins 

with our submission to Christ our Savior.  Learning what love is from Christ, we then strive to 

love our neighbor the same way. 

 This continues into other relationships, the same love manifesting in different ways.  With 

parents loving their children, striving to raise them in the same love that they have received, so 

that through them, the child may better know God their heavenly Father.  And children in turn 

honor and submit to their parents, as to the Lord, learning obedience from the first authority in 

their lives.  This continues in our other relationships, with those above and below us, either 

loving others as Christ loves us, or as the Church responds to the love Christ has given us.  The 

same love that we receive flows outward to all others. 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 

And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. 

Amen. 

 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites: 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

           

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, May 4th @ 7:30am Esther Foster’s * 

Thursday, May 12th @ 9:30am at Brenda West’s * 

Wednesday, May 18th @ 7:30am at Bev Ferguson’s* 

Thursday, May 26th @ 9:30am at TBD 

             

Thank to everyone that participated in choir this past year. 

We hope our music contributed to the services. We are small 

in number but large in having fun and praising God through 

music. Come join us next fall, “making a joyful noise”.  

 

 

The 175th Anniversary of LCMS 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) believes, teaches and 

confesses faith in Jesus Christ as taught in the Scriptures and Lutheran 

Confessions. For 175 years, the Holy Spirit has kept us in the one true 

faith and still continues to gather sinners into the Holy Christian 

Church by grace through faith — all on account of Christ. As we give 

thanks for our Synod’s founding on April 26, 1847, we rejoice in the 

175th-anniversary theme, “Only Jesus: No Other Name,” based 

on Acts 4:12. Until Jesus comes, the LCMS will continue to trust in, 

teach and preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

Our “Quilting for Charities “quilts were distributed to three 

local charities, Jessie’s Closet, Saguaro Foundation, and Right 

Turn for Veterans. They were very appreciative of the 

donations. If you are not familiar with these organizations, 

please see Esther Foster or me for more information. They 

have been in the area for several years but sometimes people 

don’t know about their services to the community.  They all 

offered to come and give a presentation to our organization 

and church. We hope to schedule them next fall and winter. 

Look for more info in the future. April from Saguaro 

Foundation took our picture with a couple of the quilts.  

 

Thank you to everyone that helped with and donated to our 

many projects and events this past year.  Without all of you, we 

wouldn’t be able to serve others in our community. We will have 

a planning meeting for next year’s events in the near future. 

Thank you to Karly and Lloyd Dockter for hosting our end of the 

season pot-luck. Officers for next year to be approved at potluck 

are Sharie Jasper for President, Joyce Viether for secretary and 

Kathy Richardson for treasurer.  

 

 

Kathy Richardson, Karly Dockter and myself will be attending the 

District LWML convention in Tempe on June 3-5. It is always an 

inspirational time spent with women throughout our District. 

 

 

Sharie Jasper – LWML President 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     Channels of God’s Amazing Love 
 

Because God is love, His nature is to love.  Love is not merely 

an attribute of God; it is His character.  “God is love,” (1 John 

4:8), and His love to us is a gift.  From the time that He created 

the world, God has never stopped pouring out His love.  He 

gives us His complete and perfect love not because we are 

worthy or attractive people, but because He is a God of 

unfathomable love.  That love moved Him to give His Son to 

rescue us from sin that entered the world when Adam and Eve 

disobeyed God by eating the forbidden fruit.  Out of obedience 

to His Father and love for us, Jesus gave His life for us.  Through 

His birth, life, death, and resurrection from that death, we 

through faith have received the forgiveness of our sins and life 

eternal.  

We often find it very difficult to love someone we believe does 

not deserve our love or who does not reciprocate our love.  

God’s love overcomes those barriers that each of us has.  He 

loves us even though we are unworthy of His love.  He doesn't 

love us because we please Him.  He loves us simply because He 

is love.  His love is unconditional.  This is the difference 

between God and us.  Since “God shows His love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8), 

we must realize that we, too, are undeserving.  How can we withhold love from others when we ourselves 

have received such abundant, undeserved love from our Father in Christ? 

God charges us to share His love.  As the Holy Spirit leads and directs us, convicts and encourages us, 

the command to love others becomes a joy, not an obligation.  It is God’s love flowing through us to 

others that makes loving others natural and joyful.  Throughout God’s Word, He calls us to love everyone 

which includes not only our families and friends but our enemies, neighbors, and strangers.  Jesus tells 

His disciples that, when they feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the 

naked, care for the sick and visit those in prison, they are really doing it for Jesus (Matthew 25:35-40).  

When we love our neighbors, God’s love is perfected and shown in us and through us. 

God’s love to us in Christ is that power that enables us to love Him and others.  “We love because He 

first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  By God’s grace, we become people responding out of love to serve those 

He places in our lives.  When needs arise, Jesus opens our eyes and hearts so we can respond to those 

needs.  The Apostle John wrote, “But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet 

closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?” (1 John 3:17).  Are others seeing God’s 

love through us?”  May God help us all be channels of God’s amazing love. 

Ron Chewning - Stewardship Advisors 

https://www.learnreligions.com/how-to-make-god-happy-701961


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

April 
$201 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$839 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for April 2022 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $17,746 

 Offerings Needed:      $20,948 

                                                  $3,202 - short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2022 

 Offerings Received YTD: $80,724 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $83,792 

                                                       $3,068 -short   

 

Stewardship Corner 

Through faith, we understand that our call to 

be God’s stewards is based on what God has 

done for us in the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus.  Knowing that we are created and 

redeemed by God, we express our gratitude 

through the faithful use of our time, talents, 

and money.  In the words of the Apostle Paul, 

“God is able to make all grace abound to you, 

so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 

times, you may abound in every good work” (2 

Corinthians 9:8).  God richly bestows upon us 

the capacity to be faithful stewards who 

respond to His call. 

 

  
 LUNDAHL, Dave & Linda (49) 05/05 
 NICHOLS, Gary & Marcia (49) 05/05 
 BENNETT, Gary & Renee (51) 05/08 
 ANDERSON, Sharon & Charles (60) 05/09 
 ENGEL, Larry & Goldie-Anne (29) 05/15 
 LOMAX, Daniel & Jody (27) 05/18 
 MORNER, Smokey & Margaret (26) 05/18 
 CAIRNS, Rob & Sue (21) 05/19 
 HUBER, Paul & Paulette (47) 05/29 
 
 

 EICHELKRAUT, Barbara  05/02 

 HEISTAD, Diana  05/02 

 LARSON, Julianna 05/03 

 JONES, Cheryl  05/05 

 LOMAX, Jody  05/08 

 HUNT, Lana  05/10 

 JUNKER, Gene  05/10 

 THOMAS, Florence  05/13 

 LABER, Carol  05/15 

 HAUGH, Robin  05/21 

 DARNER, Lois  05/25 

 OHLAND, Warren  05/26 

 HOLT, Gary  05/27 

 SCHMIDT, Alan  05/28 

 BENNETT, Gary  05/29 

 ELLEDGE, Steve  05/30 

 DRYER, Pete  05/31 

 

 

  

 

May Birthdays 



 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2022 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

 

       

1 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 
 
4:00pm  LWML Potluck @                                                                         

Dockter’s 
5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

2 
 

3 

8:00am  Men’s Bible           
                     Study 
 9:00am  Elders’ Mtg. 

4 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Esther Foster’s   
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
  

5 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
  

7 
 

8         Mother’s Day 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards  

9 
 

10 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
9:00am – 1:00pm 
     Pastor Circuit Mtg 

11 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

12          
 
9:30am  Women’s    
            Bible  Study @  
            Brenda West’s 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

 

15 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

16 
 

17 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
10:00am Council Mtg. 

18 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Bev Ferguson’s   

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
 

19 
 
 

20 21 
 

22 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

 

23 
 

24 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
 

25 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
 
 

26      Ascension of                            
              Our Lord 

9:30am Women’s         
      Bible Study @ TBD 

4:00pm  Ascension  

                  Service 

27 28 

29 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

Mite Box Collection 

 

30     
Office Closed 

 

31 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
 

    

 

 

 Pastor Stites – Vacation - 5/27 – 6/4 

Pastor Stites – Vacation - 5/27 – 6-4 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

