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Which is MORE Important: 

CROSS or EMPTY TOMB? 

 As we approach the holy week celebration, we divide up the great event of our salvation over 

several days, rejoicing in all the steps Christ took to win our salvation.  But this raises an important 

question, which is more important to our salvation, is it Christ’s death upon the cross, or His 

resurrection on Sunday morning?  Which really is the highest of high holy days: Good Friday or 

Easter? 

 We do believe, teach, and confess that Christ was victorious on the cross, that our salvation 

was completely won when Christ died for us.  As Christ Himself said before He took His final 

breath, “It is finished.” (John 19:30) There was nothing left to do, Jesus had defeated sin, death and 

the devil, He won forgiveness, life and salvation for all mankind.  IT IS FINISHED! 

 BUT, we also confess that the resurrection is where we SEE the victory, that is where we see 

that Christ has been victorious, most notably over death, as He rose to never die again.  As St. Paul 

argued in 1 Corinthians 15:17-19, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 

in your sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If in Christ we have 

hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.”  This is because Christ said He would 

rise from the dead, as in Mark 9:31, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, 

and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days HE WILL RISE.”  If Jesus did not 

rise from the dead as He said He would, we cannot trust anything He said, let alone about His death.  

Therefore our entire faith is MEANINGLESS if Christ did not rise from the dead! 

 So which is the highest of high holy days?  Is it Good Friday, the day Christ our Lord suffered 

and died to win the victory?  Or is it Easter, the day we see Christ our Lord has destroyed the power 

of death and risen victorious? 

 The great Lutheran answer is … YES!  You cannot divide these days.  As I said, if Christ did 

not rise from the dead, everything else does not matter, Jesus’ death would be meaningless, and our 

entire faith would be worthless.  But also, how could Jesus rise from the dead, if He did not die in the 

first place?  The resurrection can only happen if there is death. 

 In reality we see them as two sides of the same coin, the ONE story of our salvation, as we see 

Christ BOTH die and rise for us!  They are one celebration, we just play the part of the faithful on 

Good Friday, seeing our Lord and Savior die for us and outwardly we mourn, while in our hearts we 

are screaming, “It is not over yet!” 

 Join us as we celebrate the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Good 

Friday and Easter, and every time we gather.  Amen! 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites: 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

           

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, April 6th @ 7:30am Sharie Jasper’s * 

Thursday, April 14th @ 9:30am at Sharon Albery’s* 

Wednesday, April 20th @ 7:30am at Barb Koppe’s* 

Thursday, April 28th @ 9:30am at TBD 

         

  Midweek Lenten Service – Wednesday, April 6th @ 4:00pm 

Holy Week 

Palm Sunday Service – April 10th @ 9:30am 

Maundy Thursday Service – April 14th @ 4:00pm 

Good Friday Service – April 15th @ 4:00pm 

Easter Sunday Service – April 17th @ 9:30am 

(There will be a Continental Breakfast after the Easter Service –  

hosted by the Men’s Bible Study.) 

 

LWML End of Season Potluck & Election of Officers 
Our end of the season Potluck will be at Karly Dockter’s* home on May 1st.   

It will begin at 4:00pm. Everyone, including spouses and significant others, 

is invited.  We will also be holding our annual election of officers so please 

think about how you can serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20th Anniversary 
Celebration of  

Shepherd of the Hills 
 

Charter Members of Shepherd of the Hills: 

Front Row:  Warren Ohland, Joe Brown, Esther Foster, Lucy Brown, Jerry Ferguson, Bev Ferguson  
                      and Lois Redmann 
Back Row:   Sharon Ohland, Chris Larson, Maria Larson, Emmo Foster, and Sharie Jasper 

Not pictured: Gary & Linda Kaiser 

 



20th Anniversary Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to the Family! 

 

Ann & Larry Lee, Kristopher Haugh, 

Bobbie Webber & Patricia Anderegg 
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Thank you to Pete Dryer, Cal Richardson 

& all their helpers for installing LED 

lighting in the Sanctuary! 



 

Thanks to everyone that participated in our Women’s Retreat.  I hope that 
everyone was inspired by our bible study.  28 women were in attendance. 

 

                                                         End of Season Potluck 
Our end of the season Potluck will be at Karly Dockter’s home on May 1st.   

It will begin at 4:00pm. Everyone, including spouses and significant others, is 

invited.  We will also be holding our annual election of officers so please 

think about how you can serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

I want to thank everyone that joined the choir this year.  I hope the 
music was an inspirational addition to our services.  

 

Our District convention is in Tempe on June 3rd - 5th.  If you are interested in attending or just want to 

know more about it, please see Sharie Jasper.  Registration must be postmarked by May 1st. 

Sharie Jasper - LWML President  

 

 

 



Quilting for Charities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 Pillowcase Dresses 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MEETING 

March 15, 2022 

Attendees: Jon Weeks, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Dick Koppe, Pete Dryer, Brad Erickson, Kathy Richardson, 

Kelly Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, Esther Foster 

President Weeks called the meeting to order at 9:55 a.m.  

Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.  

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the February 15, 2022, meeting were reviewed. Sharie Jasper moved to 

accept the Minutes as presented. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion carried. Minutes from the February 20, 

2022, special meeting were reviewed. Shannon Cady moved to accept the Minutes as presented. Pete Dryer 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer’s report for February 2022 was reviewed. Brad Erickson moved to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report for February 2022. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor stated that Friendship Sunday was successful, and we had several visitors.  It was a good 

outreach to our neighbors and friends. The 20th Anniversary celebration is coming together with a special 

service, potluck and slide show.  This is a good time for reflection and a springboard going forward.  There are 

around 15 Charter members who may attend.  The church would not be where it is today if not for the charter 

members. Our 25th anniversary will be a bigger celebration.    Pastor next stated that President Gibson is visiting 

every congregation in the circuit.  Our meet and greet with him will be this Thursday at 1:30 p.m.  All council 

members are invited to the meeting. 

President’s Report:  President Jon reported that the new A/C has been installed.  If you see a maintenance issue, 

please bring it to Pete’s attention. 

Vice President’s Report:  No Report. 

Elders Report:  Dick reported that Elders made 65-70 calls again this month. Dick appreciated all the calls that he 

and Barbara received during their recent Covid bouts. Winter members are starting to head back home. 

Trustees Report:  Pete reported that he’s still getting estimates for fascia repairs around the church building.  

Sanctuary lighting will be changed from fluorescent to LEDs starting on Wednesday evening following Lenten 

service.  Air conditioning units have been serviced and he noted that the condition of the unit over Pastor’s 

office is marginal.  Pete is also meeting with construction companies for estimates on parking lot 

repair/replacement.  Other items repaired around the church building were reviewed. 

Evangelism Report: Friendship Sunday went well and we’re grateful for the guests who came.  Easter gifts have 

been ordered for everyone.  Esther commented that even though Friendship Sunday is over, evangelism is for 

everyone, and we should continue inviting guests. 

Stewardship Report:  Shannon mentioned an issue that had arisen and a new procedure that is now in place. 

Administrative:  Kelly reported that she has been researching companies to produce a new picture directory.  

Only one company could be found; they require 75 families to be photographed.  Less than 75 increases the 

cost. When the last directory was produced, only 65% of congregation participated.  Other options were 

discussed. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  On Sunday, Esther would like to ask for a show of hands to find out how many are planning to 

come to the 20th anniversary potluck.  This will help with set up for the hall. 

Sharie Jasper motioned that the meeting be adjourned.  Shannon Cady seconded, and motion carried. President 

Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 10:55 a.m.  

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 



SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
VOTERS’ MEETING 

Sunday, March 20, 2022 
 

President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 11:20 a.m. 
Pastor Stites opened with prayer.  There were 40 voting members in attendance. 

Secretary’s Report:  Copies of the Minutes from the December 19, 2021, Voters’ Meeting were 
distributed for review.  Karly Dockter moved to approve the Minutes as presented.  Marie Thompson 
seconded.  Motion Carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Copies of the February Treasurer’s Report were reviewed.  Dan Stewart moved to 
accept the report.  Don Schlothauer seconded.  Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Stites reported that Council recently met with Rev. Dr. Mike Gibson, District 
President.  President Gibson is visiting all congregations in the District.  He asked about what we would 
like to see done and what ministry options there are in the area. Council will be talking about what 
opportunities we have to grow our congregation. Right now, we are looking forward to our 20th 
anniversary celebration. 

President’s Report:  President Jon stated that he would dovetail onto Pastor’s comments on growth.  The 
church is currently not growing but considerable construction is going on which means the Foothills is 
growing.  We need to find a way to bring these people to our church.   With current membership size, we 
are not at this point looking to build a new church.    

Vice President’s Report:  No report 

Elder’s Report:  Dick Koppe reported that Elders are continuing to make their calls and keep track of 
those hospitalized.  Winter visitors are starting to head home.  They have found that some people are 
not ready to get out and return to church and normal activities.  Members discussed the pros and cons of 
using YouTube for services. 

Trustee’s Report:  Pete Dryer stated that maintaining the church property is especially important.  Right 
now, everything is in fairly good condition.  One item is repair to the building fascia and bids have been 
solicited.  Another item is the parking lot.  We are getting estimates on both items.  Pete reported on the 
recent replacement of sanctuary fluorescent lights with longer lasting LEDs. 

Evangelism Report:  Esther Foster pointed out that evangelism is everyone’s responsibility.  We need to 
spread the gospel.  Friendship Sunday had a nice turn out.  A gift was given to all guests.  Going forward 
we want to continue with the friendship theme. 

Stewardship Report:  Shannon Cady encouraged congregation members to enroll in online giving.  The 
enrollment process is easy and simple to update.  

Administrative Report:  No report 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  None  

Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn.  Sue Cairns seconded.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

April Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

March 
$207 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$638 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for March 2022 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $26,300  

 Offerings Needed:      $20,948 

                                                 $5,352 - over 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2022 

 Offerings Received YTD: $62,978 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $62,844 

                                                          $134 -over   

 

                

Stewardship Corner 

When Jesus went willingly to the cross on 
Good Friday, the world witnessed the 
greatest possible gift of love.  “Greater love 
has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).  
Because of God’s tremendous love for us, 
we are empowered to love and serve 
others.  Love makes us do some outrageous 
serving and giving.  For example, in Luke 
7:36-50, we read the story of the sinful 
woman who washed Jesus’ feet with 
expensive perfume.  The woman responded 
to Jesus’ great love and forgiveness with 
love and gratitude for Him which she 
expressed by pouring expensive perfume 
from an alabaster jar on Jesus’ feet.  If CNN 
or Fox News had been around at the time of 
this event, they would have jumped at the 
opportunity to ask her what prompted her 
to wash Jesus' feet with such expensive 
perfume.  Her answer would have been, 
“Love made me do it.” 

 

  

 KUEBLER, Ervin & Ora (9) 04/06 

 PARKER, Gerry & Gladys (52) 04/18 

 KOPPE, Dick & Barb (57) 04/24 

 

 

 

 LARSON, Christopher  04/07 

 LEE, Ann  04/07 

 MOSLEY, Evelyn  04/07 

 MORNER, Margaret  04/10 

 TUDOR, Virgil  04/14 

 WEEKS, Jon  04/18 

 HARRISON, Bob  04/24 

 HAUGH, Kristopher  04/25 

 POST, Martha  04/28 

  

 

 

  

 

April Birthdays 



 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2022 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

 

 
 

 
 

. 
 

  
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

4 
 

5 

8:00am  Men’s Bible           
                     Study 
 9:00am  Elders’ Mtg. 

6 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Sharie Jasper’s   
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
4:00pm  Midweek Lent  
                     Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

7 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
  

9 
 

10            Palm Sunday 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards  

11 
 

12 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
9:00am – 1:00pm 
     Pastor Circuit Mtg 

13 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
11:00am  LWML Monthly mtg 
 
 
 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

14          
 
9:30am  Women’s    
            Bible  Study @  
            Sharon Albery’s 
 
4:00pm Maundy      
       Thursday Service 

15 
 
 
 
 
4:00pm  Good Friday  
                   Service 

16 
 

 

17           Easter Sunday 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Easter Worship    
               w/Communion 
10:30am  Continental Breakfast 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

18 
 

19 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
10:00am Council Mtg.- 

Cancelled 

20 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Barb Koppe’s   

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
 

21 
 
 

22 23 
 

24 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

Mite Box Collection 

25 
 

26 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
9:00am – 1:00pm      
    Pastor’s Circuit Mtg. 
 

27 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
 
 

28 
 

9:30am Women’s         
      Bible Study @ TBD 
 

29 30 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

