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 11201 East 38th Place 
Yuma, AZ 85367 

928-345-9694 
Email: 

Sothyuma@gmail.com 
Website: 

www.sothyuma.org 

 

 

SALVATION HISTORY! 

 During the season of Lent, we look forward to celebrating the days of our salvation, 

namely the death of our Lord Jesus Christ on Good Friday and His glorious resurrection on 

the first Easter.  But is this the only time when God has come to save His people? 

 No, in fact, God has come to save His people throughout all history.  Before the eternal 

Son came in the flesh, the people of the Old Testament reflected on the many times God 

came and saved them through various means.  Sometimes He did great things saving many, 

other times God saved just a few, or even just a single person.  And in their lives, that was 

THE salvation event for them. 

 But as unique and amazing as these salvation events are, God was in fact doing more 

through them.  For through these people, places, events, God was pointing forward to the 

greater salvation He would do in Christ Jesus.  So, when we study them, we are not just 

learning how God saved His people in the Old Testament, we are getting a glimpse of the 

greatest act of salvation in Christ Jesus. 

 A good example of this is the flood.  Mankind had become so sinful, God wanted to 

destroy the whole world, making us ask the question, “How does God view OUR sin?”  But 

God did want to have mercy upon Noah and his family, and He saved them through His 

wrath, that is, as He condemned the rest of the world, God spared Noah and His family in the 

ark, just as we are saved because Christ was punished so that we are spared.  Even more, you 

have the clear pointing forward to Baptism with the water.  As Noah was saved through the 

flood to be delivered to a new life and new creation, so are we delivered from sin and death 

through the flood of Baptism, to be delivered into a new life of faith here and now, and 

ultimately to the creation of Paradise. 

 The big thing to note about this is that you cannot turn these events into parables.  

Parables are fictional stories that point to a greater reality.  These salvation events actually 

happened!  While they do point forward to something greater, keep in mind that these are real 

people, places and events that God actually saved.  Turning them into parables does a 

disservice to the people in them, weakens the greater salvation in Christ, and calls into 

question the Word of God. 

 I invite you to join us this Lententide every Wednesday as we examine these salvation 

events from the Old Testament and how they uniquely point forward to the greater salvation 

in Christ Jesus.  

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

           

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, March 2nd @ - 7:30am Karly Dockter’s  

Thursday, March 10th @ 9:30am at Lois Redmann’s 

Wednesday, March 16th @ 7:30am at Em Foster’s 

Thursday, March 24th @ 9:30am at TBD 

 

Choir Practice 
Come make a joyful noise unto our Lord.  Choir rehearsals are on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm (5:00pm during Lent).  I hear 
many good voices in the congregation on Sundays so please join 
us!  Sharie Jasper 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                          

More volunteers are needed to help with quilting for 
charities and pillowcase dresses. Both activities are on 
Mondays at 9:00am in the fellowship hall. 

Pillowcase Dresses & Quilting for Charities 

For more information on Quilting, call Sharie Jasper* 
For more information on Pillowcase Dresses call Carol Rice* 

 

          

Midweek Lenten Services 

Ash Wednesday – March 2nd @ 4:00pm 

Midweek Services – 4:00pm on March 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, & April 6th  

                                   

Voters’ Meeting 

Sunday, March 20th 

@ 10:30am 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:27) 

          Twenty years ago, as Yuma continued to expand, there was growing need for the Church to 

be able to minister to those in the foothills.  And so following the Great Commission (Matt 28:19) 

members at Calvary Lutheran Church took a leap of faith and started the Shepherd of the Hills 

Lutheran Church. 

          Thanks to the work of these faithful men and women, we have all found a new home here 

at Shepherd of the Hills.  Whether you are a visitor to Yuma, or you are a year-rounder, we have 

all worked together to help make this place a home for all.  We give thanks to God for growing 

His Kingdom into this area, and we pray that He may continue to work through us for many years 

to come, so that His Name would be glorified here and in every place. 

          Please join us March 27th as we celebrate the 20th Anniversary of our congregation. 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

 

 

 

                Shepherd of the Hills - Yuma 

Shepherd of the Hills – Yuma 20th Anniversary 

Please join us on Sunday, March 27th to commemorate 20 years of 

celebrating God’s Faithfulness.  We will have a special Worship Service 

at 9:30am with a potluck to follow. 

 



In the beginning… 

October 17, 1994 - members of Calvary Lutheran, Yuma that were living 
in the Foothills met at Wally and Kathy Mundhenke’s home to discuss 
starting a mission church in the Foothills. Pastor Steve Sanderson - Calvary 
asked Sharie Jasper if she would be willing to be organist for the mission 
church. The director of Sunset Vista Funeral Home on 40th St. offered their 
chapel for $100/month.  We met at 12:30 PM on Sundays as Pastor 
Sanderson and the vicars had to come out from Yuma after Calvary’s 
services. The first service was held on November 6, 1994. 

A feasibility committee consisting of Warren Hayes, Art and Em Foster, and Stan and Esther Foster was 
organized to locate land or a location to be purchased for our mission church. Several options of land and 
funding were discussed. 

On January 4, 1998 we moved from the mortuary chapel to the 7th Day 
Adventist Church at the end of Fortuna Rd. 

In 2000 we purchased what was then the Methodist Church, our 
current location. We were funded by District grants and funds from 
Calvary for several years. The building was dedicated on November 12, 
2000. We were still being served by Pastor Sanderson of Calvary and 
their vicars. 

 

 

 

 

In March of 2002 we officially became Shepherd of the Hills and the Foothills members of Calvary became 
the Charter Members. 

Our first Pastor was Robin Fish. He was installed on July 7, 2002 

Pastor Bielefeld from Chandler was our interim Pastor after Pastor Fish resigned. 

Our second Pastor was Neil Andersen.  He was installed September 11, 2005. 

Pastor Gerald Hoeman from Blythe was our interim pastor after Pastor Andersen received a call to Sun 
City, AZ. 

Our third Pastor was a graduate from St. Louis Seminary. Joshua Keinath was installed on August 7, 2011. 

Pastor Dave Poedel from Mesa, AZ served as interim pastor after Pastor Josh received a call to Dennison, 
IA. 

Our fourth and current Pastor Jonathon Stites was installed on April 22, 2018. 

This is just a short synopsis of our history. We have many photos of events throughout the years. Check 
out the photo albums that will be displayed in the Fellowship Hall during the Anniversary Celebration on 
the 27th of March.  
Submitted by Sharie Jasper 

Sunset Vista Chapel 1994 

2001 Easter Service 

 



 

Zone Women’s Mini-Retreat 

 March 11-12, 2022. Sponsored by LWML 

Theme –Balance-Christ filled Living (Knowing Jesus Gives me 

balance, Prayer Gives me Balance, Balance When Life Seems 

Overwhelming are examples of the chapters). 

ALL women are invited to attend a mini-retreat we are holding at 

Shepherd of the Hills.  Our session leader is Nancy Heredia from Henderson, NV, our former zone 

president. The Friday evening “get acquainted mixer” appetizers and dinner is being held at Nancy 

Pendleton’s home in Yuma from 4pm-?.  We will carpool to Nancy’s home from SOTH at 3:30 on Friday 

March 11th. 

Saturday 8am-4pm: Breakfast, study sessions, crafts, lunch and closing communion service in our 

church fellowship hall. We would love to have you join us.  

Registration forms are on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  Registration fee of $50 covers meals, 

materials and speaker’s honorarium and mileage. Checks need to be made out to: Zone 25 LWML. 

Please turn in to Sharie Jasper no later than March 5. 

We need to know how many will be attending for food prep and craft materials. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Zone 25 Spring Celebration 

Our Zone 25 Spring Celebration will be held at 

Zion Lutheran, Blythe, CA on March 26, 2022 

from 8am-2pm?.   

The theme is Unexpected Love. Program is Bags 

of Love. Ingathering items include hygiene 

items, toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, brush, 

books, stuffed animals, toys, to fill Bags of Love. There will be a $5 registration fee and 

general fund donation. 

We will carpool to Blythe from SOTH.  More details on carpool time to follow at a later date. 

 

Sharie Jasper 

LWML President 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Has any Bible reader not heard of Dorcas (Tabitha)?  The Holy Spirit inspired Luke to write 

of this disciple in the following way:  "[She] was always doing good and helping the poor" 

(Acts 9:36).  Do you ever wonder what Dorcas' attitude was toward her good works?  Helping 

the poor was probably just a way of life for her.  Let us have the same humility of heart as 

we go about serving others, offering that ". . . cup of water in [Christ's] name" (Mark 9:41).  

Paul wrote, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 

those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:10). 

Prayer:  Lord, just as You came to serve and not to be served, help me to serve others in 

Your name.  Open my eyes and heart to the needs of others.  Grant me a giving and generous 

heart.  I pray my serving will give You honor and praise.  In Jesus’ precious name I pray.  

Amen. 

(From Ron Chewning – Stewardship Advisors) 

________________________________________________________________ 

     

 

 

Thank you, Joyce Dryer, for all your 

time and effort going through every 

hymnal and fixing the ribbon page 

markers. 



To be reviewed and approved at the Council meeting in March. 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 

February 15, 2022 

 

Attendees: Jon Weeks, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Dick Koppe, Pete Dryer, Brad Erickson,  

Kathy Richardson, Kelly Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, Esther Foster, Barb Koppe 

President Weeks called the meeting to order at 9:54 a.m.  

Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.  

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the January 18, 2022, meeting were reviewed. Corrections were made 

to the Minutes to show that $125 not $100 in Memorials were being transferred to the Choir Supply Fund 

and that the Lay Delegate would possibly, not usually, attend the synodical convention. Sharie Jasper 

moved to accept the Minutes as amended. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer’s report for January 2022 was reviewed. Kelly stated that since she had been 

out with Covid, transfer of the Memorials approved at the January meeting will be done this month.  Kathy 

Richardson moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report for January 2022. Pete Dryer seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor noted that Friendship Sunday is this Sunday, February 20, 2022.  It had been 

originally postponed from January 30th due to Covid cases.  He hopes this is the beginning of members 

regularly inviting friends/neighbors to attend our church.  Lent starts on March 2 and services will be at 

4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. On the District Convention, no one has volunteered to attend as our Lay 

Delegate and the paperwork needs to be in by Friday.  Pastor stated that Theresa Stites is available to 

attend as Lay Delegate.  Dick Koppe moved that Theresa Stites attend the District convention as Shepherd 

of the Hills Lay Delegate. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion carried.  Pastor next shared a letter from the 

District Office approving Shepherd of the Hill’s Constitution and Bylaws. 

President’s Report:  President Jon stated that Pete will be addressing projects that he asked him to work 

on. Also, he will have Pete check into repaving the parking lot. 

Vice President’s Report:  No Report. 

Elders Report:  Dick reported that the Elders have made 65-70 calls this month. On assigning Elders to 

congregation members, it has been found that most winter visitors have Elders assigned at their home 

churches and don’t wish to have a specific Elder assigned by SOTH also. 

Trustees Report:  Pete Dryer reported that a revised church cleaning contract has been signed. All “fix it” 

items from the Rural Metro inspection have been completed.  On fascia repair, estimate has not yet been 

received from Josh of DeNise Builders who Pete met with on February 9, 2022. New A/C has been installed 

with a ten-year extended warranty.  The annual maintenance for five units will be $250. Pete and Cal 

Richardson have been doing research on replacing the Sanctuary lights with LEDs.  He is meeting with Yuma 

Electric on Wednesday to get an estimate from them on this project. 

Evangelism Report: Esther reported that this coming Sunday is Friendship Sunday.  Rather than being a 

conclusion, it is hopefully a start of having members invite guests to worship with us.    

Stewardship Report:  No Report. 

Administrative: Kelly noted that Crossroads Mission had never cashed the $500 donation toward their 

purchase of a truck. While Crossroads knows that the check came in, it has been misplaced and is now 



outdated. At this time, the check will not be reissued. A letter from Concordia Seminary advised that in 

their Adopt a Student Program one of the two students we sponsor has moved out of the program and a 

new one has been assigned.  Information on this student will be on the bulletin board. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  Sharie announced that the LWML is having a Women’s Retreat at SOTH on March 11 and 

12 from 4:00 p.m. on Friday to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.  President Weeks noted that SOTH’s 20th anniversary 

is coming up and thought should be given on recognizing this important event. 

President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 10:43 a.m.  

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

To be reviewed and approved at the Council meeting in March. 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

February 20, 2022 

Attendees: Jon Weeks, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Rob Cairns, Pete Dryer, Kathy Richardson, 

Kelly Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, Esther Foster 

President Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.  

Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.  

President Weeks turned the meeting over to Trustee Pete Dryer.  He reported that he and Cal 

Richardson had been getting costs to replace the Sanctuary lights with LEDs as mentioned at 

previous meetings.  An estimate received by an electrical company came in at $2000 versus $1200 

for material and labor provided by Pete and Cal.  This would be for retrofitting all the Sanctuary 

lights with LEDs. Pete went on to say that the lights are currently on sale and if approved would be 

purchased now but not installed until after Lent.  While Pete and Cal would replace the lights, a 

ground crew would be needed to help.  Pete explained the replacement process.  Esther Foster 

made a motion to approve $1,200 for light replacement.  Shannon Cady seconded.  Motion carried. 

Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn the meeting.  Shannon Cady seconded. Motion carried. 

President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m. 

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

March Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

February 
$185 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$431 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for February 2022 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $17,463  

 Offerings Needed:      $20,948 

                                                 -$3,485 - short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2022 

 Offerings Received YTD: $36,677 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $41,896 

                                                     -$5,219 - short   

 

                

Stewardship Corner 

Knowing that God has graciously given us 

our physical and spiritual lives, we seek to 

show our gratitude in how we live and what 

we do with our lives.  An important way we 

show our thanksgiving to Him is through 

giving.  Giving expresses our love and 

gratitude to God.  Giving to others and to 

extend God’s Church is evidence of God’s 

grace in our lives.  Giving is a fruit of grace.  

Without God’s grace, we are not able to 

give up our resources generously.  To 

unbelievers, giving is foolish and 

unnecessary.  In contrast, believers are 

empowered by the working of the Holy 

Spirit to give willingly to all people 

especially fellow believers who need 

support (Galatians 6:10).   

 

  

 RICHARDSON, Cal & Kathy (33) 03/18 

 HINRICHS, Paul & Kelly (32) 03/31 

 

 

 

 HINRICHS, Paul  03/02 

 KURTZ, Cathy  03/07 

 SCHLOTHAUER, Don  03/07 

 HALL, Thomas  03/08 

 MOSLEY, Don 03/08 

 HALL, Karen  03/13 

 APPELDOORN, Pat  03/17 

 GRAHAM, Debbie  03/22 

 KOLLER, Earlene  03/28 

 PETERS, Lynda  03/30 

 BASTIAN, Kathy  03/31 

 

 

 

  

 

March Birthdays 



 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2022 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

 

 
 

 
 

1 
8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                    Study 
9:00am  Elder’s Mtg. 
 

2 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
                @ Karly Dockter’s 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
4:00pm  Ash Wednesday 
                    Service  
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

7 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
9:00am  Pillowcase   
                 Dresses 

8 

8:00am  Men’s Bible           
                     Study 
9:00am – 1:00pm 

Pastor Circuit 
Mtg @ SOTH 

9 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
11:00am  LWML Monthly mtg 
 
 
4:00pm  Midweek Lent  
                     Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

10 
9:30am  Women’s    
            Bible  Study @  
           Lois Redmann’s 
 

11 
 
 
 
4:00pm - ? LWML          
        Women’s Retreat 
Get Acquainted Mixer 
@ Nancy Pendelton’s  

12 
8:00am – 4:00pm 

LWML Women’s 
Retreat @ SOTH 

13 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards  

14 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
9:00am  Pillowcase   
                 Dresses 

15 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
10:00am Council Mtg. 

16 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Em Foster’s 9:30am  
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
4:00pm  Midweek Lent  
                     Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

17          
 
 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 

 

20 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30  Voters’ Mtg 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

21 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
9:00am  Pillowcase   
                 Dresses 

22 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
 

23 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
4:00pm  Midweek Lent  
                     Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

24 

9:30am Women’s         
      Bible Study @ TBD 
 
 

25 26 
LWML Zone 25 Spring 

Celebration at Zion 
Lutheran, Blythe, CA  
8am-2pm?.  Carpool 

from SOTH TBD 

27 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  SOTH 20thAnniversary                           
                 Celebration & Potluck 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

Box Collection 

28 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
9:00am  Pillowcase   
                 Dresses 
 

29 30 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
 
4:00pm  Midweek Lent  
                     Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

31   

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

