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 11201 East 38th Place 
Yuma, AZ 85367 

928-345-9694 
Email: 

Sothyuma@gmail.com 
Website: 

www.sothyuma.org 

 

 

On the 8th Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me … 

… one circumcised Lord? 

 Yes, one of the minor festivals of the 12 days of Christmas, on New Year’s Day no less, we 

celebrate what happened to Jesus one week after He was born (eight days by how Jews count time), 

Jesus was circumcised!  See Luke 2:21. 

 Of course, you may be wondering, WHY did Jesus need to be circumcised?  (And why are 

we talking about it?) I point to what Jesus said concerning His Baptism, “Let it be so now, for thus 

it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” (Matt 3:15) This was to show Jesus’ perfect obedience 

to the Law of God from the very start. 

 In Genesis 17, God renews His covenant with Abram, renaming him Abraham saying, 

“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations.  No longer 

shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father 

of a multitude of nations. … And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 

offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 

to your offspring after you.” (Gen 17:4–7) The outward sign of circumcision was part of the response 

to remind the people that the covenant is not just for Abraham, but his offspring.  For it would be 

through the line of Abraham, a man who was blessed with his son Isaac at 100 years old, that God 

would bless the whole world. 

 That covenant and promise is fulfilled in Christ Jesus, who is the fulfillment of the whole of 

the Old Testament, and who was born of the lineage of Abraham.  Even though He Himself did not 

need to fulfill the Law for His own sake, He fulfills the Law for us, living the perfect and holy life 

we can’t, and offers it up as the one perfect sacrifice for us on the cross.  And all who had been 

circumcised and who had faith in the promise of God would be saved when Christ came. 

 But like the sacrificial system that was fulfilled in Christ, we no longer need to circumcise 

boys.  Rather, God has given us a new sign, a new Sacrament, that can be given to both men and 

women, Baptism.  There the water is poured out with the grace and mercy of God, marking us as 

children of God, and connecting us to Christ Jesus in His life, death and resurrection.  In this way, 

the covenant is still for us and our offspring, but as John put it, “But to all who did receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor 

of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:12–13) 

 Even though this may not be the most revered holy day in the Church calendar, it is worth 

remembering and rejoicing in.  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Pillowcase Dresses” aka Dresses for Orphans. 
We are starting on January 3rd @ 9:00am in the church fellowship hall.  We meet 
every Monday and usually sew and put together dress kits until noon.  You don’t 
have to know how to sew, there are plenty of things you can do.  However, if 
you have a sewing machine, we would appreciate it if you would bring it. 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

 

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, January 5th @ 7:30am at Sharie Jasper’s*  
Thursday, January 13th @ 9:30am at Pat Appeldoorn’s* 
Wednesday, January 19th @ 7:30am at Mary Shoemaker’s* 
Thursday, January 27th @ 9:30am – Sandra Schlothauer’s*. 

              

Choir Practice 

Practice will be at 6:00pm on Wednesdays.   

Everyone is Welcome to join us! 

 

 

                                                                                                          

The dresses are sent to the Orphan Grain Train which is an LCMS based organization that ships 
virtually all kinds of goods to deprived people in as many as 69 countries.  

For more information, please call Carol Rice* or the church office. 

 
LWML Yard and Bake Sale 

Friday & Saturday 
January 14th & 15th 
7:00am – 1:00pm 

Please see the following LWML page for 
more details on donations, volunteering, 

etc. or contact Marcia Nichols*. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 
 

 

 

It’s Back, It’s Back - Yard Sale & Bake Sale 

                                              January 14th & 15th, 7:00 am – 1:00 pm 

It’s been two years since our last Yard Sale & 
Bake Sale, so you’ve got twice as much to 
clean out in your closets, garages, and sheds. 
It’s time to get busy sorting and picking out 
items to donate to the sale. It’s never too early to start baking for the 
sale also! 

Please start bringing your items to the Fellowship Hall on 
Tuesday, January 11th through Thursday, January 13th 
between 8:00am & 11:00am. We will be setting up and 
pricing Tuesday through Thursday, January 11th - 13th from 
8:00 am to noon.  

Volunteers are needed to help with 
organizing and pricing and on the sale days. Sign-up sheets 
will be available at the back of the Church. If you can help 
for even an hour, it will be greatly appreciated. Marcia 
Nichols will be glad to answer any questions you might have. 

 

Due to so many requesting the recipes for the LWML Luncheon: 

Wild Rice Chicken Casserole 
Cook 1 package Long Grain Rice & 
Wild Rice; cool 
Cook 2 Large Chicken Breasts, cool & 
cut in bite size pieces 

 Mix:    1 can Cream of Chicken Soup  
 ½ cup Mayo 
 ½ cup chopped onion 
 ½ cup ground pepper 
 1 can thin sliced water chestnuts 
 1 cup celery 
 Chicken 

Mix with rice, put in casserole dish & refrigerate 
overnight. Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes. 

Cranberry Salad 
6 cups tiny marshmallows 
1 ½ cups granulated sugar 
1 lb fresh cranberries, ground 
4 cups apples, peeled and sliced 
1 cup green seedless grapes, diced 
1 cup pecans, chopped  
2 cups Cool Whip 
Ground cranberries, combine with 
marshmallow & sugar, cover & stir 
occasionally & set overnight. 

Just before serving, stir in apples, grapes & nuts. 
Fold in Cool Whip. 
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From Portals of Prayer: October – December 2021 

Monday, December 27th 
Read 1 John 1:1-7 + Psalm 11 

And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 1 John 1:4 
A Complete Joy 

 While the formal celebration of Christmas may be over, the season continues for the 12 days 
from Christmas to Epiphany.  This is a time to let the full meaning of the observance sink in.  We dare 
not sell short the joy we know with the birth of Christ. 
 We can still sing “Joy to the World.”  There is no need to silence our song.  If we do, our joy is 
not complete.  Joy is complete only when it is spread from person to person.  The apostle John wrote 
to other Christians so that his joy would be united with that of others who understand what the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus mean.  Although separated by distance and time, Christians share the 
joyous fellowship of the redeemed. 
 That joyous light continues to shine for us, our neighbors, and our fellow Christians through all 
time and around the globe.  We continue to speak and sing about Jesus entering human history.  Our 
joy becomes complete when it spreads from person to person, as the love of Jesus fills our hearts, 
mouths, and hands, and as we engage with the people around us.  Let us all rejoice! 
Lord Jesus, allow us to share the joy we know over Your birth so others may know it with us. Amen. 
 

Christmas Stocking Project 

The SOTH Evangelism Team & 
LWML partnered in organizing 
this project, which started in July 
of 2021.  

The stockings were blessed on 
Sunday, December 19th and 
delivered on Monday, December 
20th to shut-ins and local nursing/ 
assisted living homes. 

  Thank you to all who 

supported this project.  

The stockings were 

greatly appreciated by 

those who received 

them. 



Welcome to our New Members:   

Donna Urquhart (pictured) 

Marty Busch & Dawn Cappleman (Not pictured) 
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Christmas Day Dinner @ SOTH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in January. 
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 
DECEMBER 14, 2021 

Attendees: Pastor Stites, Jon Weeks, Sharie Jasper, Kathy Richardson, Kelly Hinrichs, Rob Cairns, Shannon 
Cady, Sue Cairns, and Esther Foster 
President Weeks called the meeting to order at 9:58 a.m.  
Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.  

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the November 16, 2021, meeting were reviewed. Sharie Jasper moved 
to accept the Minutes. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s report for November 2021 was reviewed. Kathy Richardson moved to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report for November 2021. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  Christmas services are coming up. Marty Busch and Dawn Cappleman have become 
members via Phone. More new members coming in January and February. Discussion followed on switching 
to two Sunday services. If or when this happens, two weeks’ notice will be given. In line with two services, 
Council recommended adding a 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service pending approval by the Elders. 

President’s Report:  In discussing a fundraiser for a new heating/air system it was decided to put this on 
hold until estimates are gotten and then proceed forward. Jon will call companies to get estimates. 

Vice President’s Report:  Absent 

Elders Report:  In Dick Koppe’s absence, Rob Cairns reported that the Elders have been contacting winter 
members to see if they can determine who is or isn’t returning. 

Evangelism Report:  Esther Foster said that the Christmas stockings will be assembled on Thursday and 
delivered on Monday, December 20, to care homes and shut ins. After stockings have been filled, extra 
items will be taken to Crossroads Mission. The Evangelism Committee’s next project is promoting Friendship 
Sunday. The first one will be on the last Sunday of January 2022. 

Stewardship Report:  Sue Cairns reported that 2022 envelopes are available at the back of church. Quite a 
few boxes have been picked up. New numbers were given to those with numbers over 75. Envelopes for 
2022 are also available for new members. 

Administrative:  Kelly Hinrichs advised that the Bylaws and Constitution have been sent to District for final 
approval. The District Pastor who reviewed the Bylaws and Constitution has signed off on them. They are 
now under review by the District Board of Supervisors. Barb and Dick Koppe gifted the office with a paper 
folding/stapling machine. The January newsletter won’t be published until January 3 because of the way 
month end falls. 

Old Business:  Kelly Hinrichs reported that the budget for 2022 had been raised by $150 for Workers 
Compensation and $150 for Rural Metro. This increased the proposed budget by $300 which is lower by 
$100 from the current year budget. Sharie Jasper moved to approve the 2022 Budget as amended. Esther 
Foster seconded, and the motion was approved. The Slate of Nominees was next reviewed. Nominees for 
election are President: Jon Weeks, Vice President: Brad Erickson, Treasurer: Sharie Jasper, Trustee: Pete 
Dryer, and Stewardship: Shannon Cady. Sue Cairns moved to accept the Slate of Nominees as presented. 
Sharie Jasper seconded. Motion carried. 

New Business:  Shannon Cady asked about new member classes. Pastor said that one will start in January. 
It will be open to all members and nonmembers.  

Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn the meeting. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion carried. 

President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 10:50 a.m.  

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 



SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
VOTERS’ MEETING 

SUNDAY, December 19, 2021 

President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m. 

Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report:  Copies from the March 21, 2021 Voters’ Meeting were distributed for review. 
Sharie Jasper moved to accept the Minutes as presented. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Copies of the November Treasurer’s Report were reviewed. Sharie Jasper advised 
that the Mission Board Pledges have been paid in thanks to a generous donation. Marie Thompson 
moved to accept the report. Kelly Hinrichs seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor reported that he and the Elders are talking about when to go to two services. 
The Church is feeling much fuller. If or when we switch to two services, announcements will be made 
two weeks in advance. Two services will be held on Christmas Eve at 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

President’s Report:  President Jon advised that we have been having a problem with the heating/air 
unit in the Hall. Hopefully, an inspection will be done this week and then an estimate received. A 
fundraiser will be held to help offset replacement costs. Information on the estimate will be in the 
newsletter when received. 

Vice President’s Report:  No report 

Elder’s Report:  Dick Koppe reported that the Elders are working on the new phone directory by going 
through it to find out who is coming back and who is not. Elders are also continuing with their calls. One 
more year-round person is still needed to fill out the Elder Roster. 

Trustee Report:  No report 

Evangelism Report:  Esther Foster reported on committee activities for the year. A clothing drive was 
held in the beginning of the year and was a big success. The next was a joint activity between Evangelism 
and LWML. Over 100 Christmas stockings were sewn, and the congregation joined in donating personal 
hygiene items to fill the stockings. Also included in stockings were a card, Portals of Prayer, candy canes 
and different things residents would enjoy. The stockings have been filled and will be delivered on 
Monday. Extra items have been boxed and will be delivered to Crossroads Mission. Esther then made 
an announcement that she is stepping back from some of her activities. Esther is giving up chairing the 
Altar Guild and Karly Dockter will be taking over. Esther commented that she appreciated the help she 
has received in past years. 

Stewardship Report:  Sue Cairns thanked those who had picked up their envelopes for 2022. To get a 
discount, envelopes for 2023 will be ordered shortly. Envelopes are held at site until later in 2022. 

Administrative Report:  Kelly Hinrichs stated that she is trying to get the updated Directory out in 
January. Corrections and changes are still being received. On the Constitution and Bylaws, we now have 
a final draft. Copies are at the back of Church if anyone would like to take one. No structural changes 
were made by District; changes were mostly minor. Dick and Barbara Koppe donated a paper 
folding/stapling machine which is making her job easier. 

Old Business: No report 

New Business:  President Jon presented the Slate of Nominees and asked if there were any nominations 
from the floor. Seeing none, Dick Koppe moved that the Slate of Nominees be accepted as presented. 
Marcia Nichols seconded. Motion carried. Officers elected were President: Jon Weeks, Vice President: 



Brad Erickson, Treasurer: Sharie Jasper, Trustee: Pete Dryer, and Stewardship: Shannon Cady. President 
Jon presented the 2022 Budget. Sharie Jasper reported that the budget is $110 less than the 2021 
Budget. Marie Thompson moved that the 2022 Budget be accepted as presented. Karly Dockter 
seconded. Motion carried. 

A question was asked regarding the lot purchased and plans for a new church building. Pastor Stites 
replied that with the pandemic shutdowns, we went into survival mode. In the meantime, the land has 
appreciated and is a sound investment for the church. If individuals want to make donations to the 
Operating Fund, they can then be moved to the building fund when needed. Organ donations could be 
put into a fund for replacement/repairs. Sharie Jasper said that the organ was purchased 20 years ago 
for $30,000. 

Jerry Ferguson thanked four ladies who have been a vital part of Shepherd of the Hills since day one. 
They are Esther Foster, Sharie Jasper, Em Foster, and Bev Ferguson. He also thanked Kelly Hinrichs for 
the excellent work she does in Administration. 

Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion carried. 

President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 11: 30 a.m. 

Pastor Stites led the Lord’s Prayer. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

2022 Shepherd of the Hills Council Officers: 

President: Jon Weeks 

Vice President:  Brad Erickson 

Secretary:  Kathy Richardson 

Treasurer:  Sharie Jasper 

Head Elder:  Dick Koppe 

Trustee:  Pete Dryer 

Evangelism:  Esther Foster 

Stewardship:  Shannon Cady   

 

2022 Council Meetings:  Meetings will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month @ 10:00am (Except for 
the December meeting, which will be on the 2nd Tuesday of the month). 

2022 Voters’ Meetings:  The scheduled meetings will be on Sunday, March 27th & December 18th either 
following the 9:30am service or between services (if we are at 2 services). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

January Birthdays January Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

December 
$404 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$3559 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for November 2021 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $61,536  

 Offerings Needed:      $20,957 

                                                $40,579 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2021 

 Offerings Received YTD: $231,964 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $251,485 

                                                     -$19,521- short   

 

                

Stewardship Corner 

Stewardship is our response to what God 
has done for us in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus.  Through faith, we 
acknowledge that God has redeemed us 
and reconciled us to Himself through Jesus.  
Out of gratitude and thanksgiving for all of 
God’s love, grace, and mercy, we live lives 
as faithful stewards who glorify Him by 
using our time, talents, and money in His 
service.  Stewardship is our whole life 
response to God’s abundant grace in our 
lives.  The sainted T. A. Kantonen wrote, 
“The life of stewardship is nothing less 
than ‘total devotion’ to the Christ Who is 
known as a real, living personal presence in 
the hearts of believers, a genuine loyalty 
that is expressed not in mere opinion or 
sentiment but in character and conduct.” 

 

 BROWN, Joe & Lucy (44) 01/07 

 STEWART, Dan & Pat (49) 01/12 

 KURTZ, Cathy & Ron (16) 01/23  

 RICE, J.D. & Carol (53) 01/26 

 

  

 

 

 HINRICHS, Kelly  01/02 

 TUDOR, Christine  01/04 

 RICE, J.D.  01/05 

 SHOEMAKER, Lynn  01/05 

 ENGEL, Goldie-Anne  01/07 

 HOLT, Sueanne Rehill  01/10 

 REDMANN, Lois  01/11 

 WEBER, Bobbie  01/12 

 DRYER, Joyce  01/15 

 EINWAECHTER, James  01/21 

 VIETHER, Joyce  01/23 

 APPELDOORN, Ron  01/26 

 DOCKTER, Lloyd  01/28 

 JUNKER, Cyndy  01/29 

 NICHOLS, Gary  01/30 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2022 at SOTH 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

 

                
 

 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 

1 
 

2 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

3 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
9:00am  Pillowcase   
                 Dresses 

4 
8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                    Study 
9:00am  Elder’s Mtg. 
9:00am Undecorate the  
                     Church 
 

5 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Sharie Jasper’s 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
6:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9        
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

10 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
9:00am  Pillowcase   
                 Dresses 

11 

 
 
8:00am  Men’s Bible           
                     Study 
9:00am – 1:00pm Pastor 

Circuit Meeting 

12 

 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
11:00am  LWML Monthly mtg 
 
6:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

13 

 
 
9:30am  Women’s Bible   
                  Study @ Pat   
                 Appeldoorn’s 
 
 

14 
7am – 1pm 

LWML  
Yard & Bake Sale 

15 
7am – 1pm 

LWML  
Yard & Bake Sale 

16 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards  

17 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
9:00am  Pillowcase   
                 Dresses 

18 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
10:00am Council Mtg. 

19 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Mary Shoemaker’s  
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
6:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

20           
 
 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 

 

23 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

24 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
9:00am  Pillowcase   
                 Dresses 

25 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
 

26 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
 
6:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

27 

9:30am Women’s Bible                                  
               Study @ Sandra   
               Schlothauer’s 

28 29 

30 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 
Mite Box Collection 

31 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
9:00am  Pillowcase   
                 Dresses 

     

 

LWML Yard & Bake Sale Set-up 8am – 12pm, donations accepted until 11am. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

