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WHAT Do We Sing? 

 We begin a new Church year, and a new season of Advent, and the larger Christmas 

season.  And as such, many are excited to sing the many wonderful Christmas hymns.  But 

as a Pastor, I have to ask, do you know what you are singing? 

 Think of your favorite Christmas hymn.  Now is it a prayer or a hymn of praise?  Does 

it tell a story to you, or does it tell you to tell others the story?  What Scripture passages 

have inspired the text?  How is this different from a Lenten or Easter hymn?  Or do you 

like it simply because it sounds good to you? 

 Now there is “absolute music,” where it is just instruments, no words, and such music 

can bring us joy or bring us to tears.  But once you add words to music, those words take 

center stage, and this is even more so with hymns that are meant to glorify God.  It isn’t 

just a nice beat or melody, what you are saying in the hymns matters.  How do you know 

you aren’t singing something heretical if you don’t pay attention to lyrics? 

 During the midweek services this Advent season, I will be diving into the rich depths 

of some of our favorite Christmas hymns.  We will look at the Scriptural inspirations for 

these hymns; sometimes there are so many it’s hard to make sure you caught them all.  We 

will examine the nuances of telling a story, praising God, or using hymns as prayers.  My 

hope is that you do not just enjoy the uniqueness of the hymns I preach on, but that you 

would start to see all hymns as a rich blessing that you can learn from. 

 Even if you think that you can’t sing, hymns can still be a valuable resource.  While 

I want all people to sing, I would be just as content if you silently read them, and still learn 

what the hymn is saying.  As a Pastor, I sometimes READ the lyrics in a sermon rather 

than sing them so that they can be heard anew.  Besides, God always wants to hear a 

joyous heart rather than a perfect singer. 

 Come join us on Wednesday afternoons at 4pm as we gather to sing God’s praises 

and learn the richness of the hymns we sing. 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. 
Just click on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

 

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, December 1st @ 7:30am at Bev Ferguson’s*  
Thursday, December 9th  @ 9:30am at Pat Appeldoorn’s* 
Wednesday, December 15th  @ 7:30am at Barb Koppe’s* 
Thursday, December 23rd @ 9:30am – cancelled  

 

Midweek Advent 
Services: 

Wednesday’s, 

December 1st, 8th, 

15th & 22nd @ 

4:00pm 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service: 
Friday, December 24th @ 4:00pm 

Christmas Day Service: 
Saturday, December 25th @ 9:30am 

 

 

LWML Annual Christmas Luncheon 
Saturday, December 11th @ 12:00pm 

Bring a friend! Cost is a nonperishable food donation.  Please sign 
your name and number of people attending on the sign-up sheet 
that is on the table in the sanctuary so we know how much food 
to prepare. 
 

 

Sunday, December 19th @ 10:45am (following the service) 
Election of Council Chairpersons & Budget Approval. 

Slate of Officers: 
Up for re-election:  President- Jon Weeks; Vice President- Brad Erickson; Treasurer- Sharie Jasper 
Nominees for Positions needing to be filled:  Trustee- Pete Dryer; Stewardship- Shannon Cady 
Remaining in office to fill term:  Secretary – Kathy Richardson; Evangelism – Esther Foster 

****Announcements continued on next page**** 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


****Announcements Continued**** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pillowcase Dresses (aka Dresses for Orphans) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

              

Choir Practice 

Practice will be at 5:00pm on Wednesdays during Advent 

(following the 4:00pm midweek service) 

         

2022 Offering Envelopes are here! 
If you have been assigned a box of envelopes, it will be on the back table. 

Please note, if you had a number higher than 75, you have now been 

issued a different number. 

It’s the start of a New Year and time to continue our project of “Pillowcase Dresses”.  We will start 

again on January 3rd @ 9:00am in the church fellowship hall.  We meet every Monday and usually 

sew and put together dress kits until noon.  You don’t have to know how to sew, there are plenty 

of things you can do.  However, if you have a sewing machine, we would appreciate it if you would 

bring it. 

The dresses are sent to the Orphan Grain Train which is an LCMS based organization that ships 

virtually all kinds of goods to deprived people in as many as 69 countries.  They also send needed 

supplies to people in the US who have undergone disastrous situations like tornados and 

hurricanes. 

Join us for a fun and productive three hours.   

We also want to thank whoever donated a whole box of collected pillowcases. We could not do 

this project without the generosity of this loving congregation. 

For more information, please call Carol Rice* or the church office. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas, Sharie Jasper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our annual craft fair/bake sale was a huge success.  Proceeds of 
$1540 will be used for local charities.  Thank you to everyone that 
donated time and talents. Start thinking of ideas for next year. 

 

The Silent Quilt auction has ended and the winning bids have been contacted.  

Thank you for supporting this project.  The proceeds will purchase batting and 

materials needed for our Quilting for Charities project. The quilting group meets 

on Monday at 9 AM. If you can tie a knot you are welcome to join us. You don’t 

have to be a quilter. Who knows, maybe you will catch the quilting bug. 

Our annual Ladies Christmas Luncheon is on December 11th 
at 12PM. Please bring a nonperishable item to be donated 
to Crossroads Mission.  We encourage all ladies to bring a 
friend. A delicious lunch has been planned and also some 
fun, music, and skits. Please sign your name and number of 
people attending on the sign-up sheet that is on the table 
in the sanctuary so we know how much food to prepare.    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Who Is Jesus? 

Some couples expecting a baby are eager to know the sex of the child beforehand for obvious reasons 

– like appropriate nursery décor, blue or pink clothing, even choosing names.  Others like to wait till the 

baby is born to find out if they are parents of a baby boy or a baby girl. 

Joseph and Mary had no such dilemma.  An angel appeared to each with the same message: “She will 

bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.  All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and they shall call His name Immanuel’ (which means God with us)” (Matthew 1:21-23).  

 Thirty plus years later, this Jesus rode into Jerusalem as people shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!  

Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord!” but some asked, “Who is this?”  After all Jesus had 

done throughout His three-year ministry, people still didn’t know who He was!  Even those who 

answered the question gave an insufficient reply:  “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee” 

(Matthew 21:9-11).   

The same terrible reality is ours today: Not everyone knows who Jesus is.  Some, like those in Jesus’ 

triumphal path that day, say He was a great prophet or teacher.  Others say He was a fake, an imposter.  

How would you answer the question, “Who is Jesus?”  We, like Peter, have the only true answer: “[He 

is] the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16).  Not only did Peter have the answer, he directs 

us, “In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 

you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect…” (1 Peter 

3:15 NIV).   

As stewards of the Gospel, we must be prepared.  We must be studying God’s Word and be in prayer 

that we might be empowered by the Word and equipped by His Spirit to give answers to those who ask 

and to use the wonderful, natural opportunities that the Christmas season affords to speak about the 

Savior, the reason for our Christmas joy.    

May God empower us all to spread the wonderful news that Jesus Who is the Savior of the world has 

come to redeem us and to give us an abundant life now and life with Him in eternity. 



(From Ron Chewning – Stewardship Advisors) 

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in December.  
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 16, 2021 

Attendees: Pastor Stites, Jon Weeks, Brad Erickson, Sharie Jasper, Kathy Richardson, Kelly Hinrichs, 

Dick Koppe, Shannon Cady, Sue Cairns, and Esther Foster 

President Weeks called the meeting to order at 9:52 a.m.  

Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.  

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the October 19, 2021, meeting were reviewed. Sharie Jasper moved 

to accept the Minutes. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer’s report for October 2021 was reviewed. Kelly noted that the Organist 

and Administrative Assistant Salaries were entered in reverse by the accountant. This has now been 

corrected. President Jon commented that we were in the black at month end but still down year to 

date. Shannon Cady moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report for October 2021. Brad Erickson seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Stites commented that the Advent theme is Christmas Hymns. Thanksgiving 

Eve service is set at 7:00p.m. Advent services will be at 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service will be at 4:00 

p.m. with Christmas Day at 9:30 a.m. A second service can always be added if needed. If this changes, 

the congregation will be notified two weeks in advance of the change. The Evangelism Committee has 

proposed holding a Friendship Sunday at the end of January. Esther Foster will present this in her report. 

About five new members will be welcomed on Sunday, December 5, 2021. Dick Koppe commented that 

it would be good to welcome new members throughout the year. Pastor is going back to his Tuesday 

through Friday office hours. Shannon asked how services at Copper Place were going. Pastor said 

attendance is sporadic but those who attend are happy that he is coming. 

President’s Report: President Weeks reported that he is planning a fundraiser for a new heat pump. 

Details of the fundraiser were discussed. The menu is still under consideration. The goal would be to 

sell tickets to congregation members and to community residents. Brad’s friend will be inspecting the 

unit soon and the cost of a new one could run between $8,000 to $10,000. 

Vice President’s Report:  For the Slate of Nominees to be voted on at the December Voters meeting, 

Pete Dryer has agreed to run for Head Trustee. While Sue Cairns will stay on the Stewardship 

Committee, Shannon will be Chair. Installation of Officers will be January 9, 2022. Shannon Cady moved 

that Brad Erickson serve as interim Trustee until January. Kathy Richardson seconded motion. Motion 

carried. 

Elders Report: Dick Koppe gave an update on those sick. Elders are busy making calls and are up to 

about 80 this month. A few winter visitor members are choosing not to travel back and forth anymore. 



Evangelism Report: Esther Foster reported on Friendship Sunday. Esther received information on this 

program from another church. She approached Pastor and he also felt it’s a good program. The program 

works by people inviting someone to come with them to church on Friendship Sunday. It is a good 

outreach to the community. It is up to the congregation to make sure we are welcoming visitors. The 

first Friendship Sunday is set for the last Sunday of January. It will be followed by a reception. Esther 

reported that the Christmas stocking project met its goal. The stockings will now be assembled and 

delivered.  

Stewardship Report:  Sue Cairns reported that 2022 envelopes have arrived. As discussed at an earlier 

meeting, fewer envelopes were ordered so some members will be getting new numbers. Envelopes 

should be ready for distribution by the first Sunday in December. 

Administrative:  The church directory will be finalized this week and then printed. Workers 

Compensation, which is mandatory, has been audited. It was found that those receiving 1099s must 

also be covered. This applies to our janitor and landscaper. Paycor has a program to manage this. The 

cost would be approximately $11.52, and we would stay with The Hartford. Sharie Jasper moved that 

we use Paycor to take care of Workers Compensation. Brad Erickson seconded. Motion carried. 

Old Business:  Kelly Hinrichs presented changes to Constitution and Bylaws recommended by District. 

No changes of substance were recommended. Changes were reviewed. Sharie Jasper moved to make 

amendments to the Constitution as suggested by District. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried. Bylaw 

revisions were next reviewed and again no changes of substance were recommended. Sharie Jasper 

moved to make revisions as suggested by District. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried. The 

Constitution and Bylaws will go back to District for final approval. Revision date on the Bylaws should 

reflect November 2021. 

New Business:  The budget for 2022 was reviewed by line item and adjusted as needed. The completed 

budget will be presented at the December Voters’ Meeting.  

Sharie asked about setting a date to decorate the Church for Christmas. The date was set for Monday, 

November 29 at 9:00 a.m. Men are needed to get decorations out of the attic. 

Esther Foster moved to adjourn the meeting. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion carried. 

President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 11:25 a.m.  

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

November Birthdays November Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

November 
$208 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$3155 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for November 2021 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $15,774  

 Offerings Needed:      $20,957 

                                                  -$5183– short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2021 

 Offerings Received YTD: $170,428 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $230,527 

                                                     -$60,099- short   

 

                

Stewardship Corner 

The birth of Jesus was announced by the 

angels to shepherds who were watching 

their sheep near Bethlehem.  They didn't 

take the news lightly.  As soon as the angels 

had left, they went to Bethlehem.  They 

checked out the situation.  They didn't 

know they were stewards of the Gospel, 

but the Bible tells us, "When they had seen 

Him, they spread the word concerning 

what had been told them about this child, 

and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds said to them" (Luke 2:17-

18).  Let's join the shepherds and "spread 

the word concerning what [has] been told 

[us] about this child . . .”   

 

 KAISER, Gary & Linda (55) 12/03 
 VAUGHN, Dale & Betty (60) 12/10 
 BEYER, Eugene & Donna (67) 12/18 
 ELLEDGE, Steve & Sharon (44) 12/31 

  

 

 

 HUNT, Larry  12/13 

 MICHEL, John  12/20 

 EICHELKRAUT, Ron  12/22 

 ANDERSON, Charles  12/23 

 BROWN, Lucy  12/23 

 CADY, Shannon  12/24 

 BASSETT, Ron 12/25 

 KUEBLER, Ora  12/26 

 WIEBOLD, Jan  12/30 

 GLOVER, Kim  12/31 

 LENZ, Dorothy  12/31 
 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2021 at SOTH 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Sunday’s Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Wednesday’s Online Bible Study – click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

 

                
 

 
 
 

  1           

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Bev Ferguson’s 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study  

4:00pm  Advent Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  
 

2       
 
 
 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

6 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

7 
8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                    Study 
9:00am  Elder’s Meeting 
 
 

8 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

11:00am LWML Monthly Mtg   

4:00pm  Advent Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

 

9 

9:30am  Women’s Bible   
                  Study @ Pat   
                 Appeldoorn’s 
 

10 
 

11 
12:00pm  LWML      
               Christmas  
               Luncheon 

12         
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

13 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

14 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
10:00am Council Mtg. 

15 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
               @ Barb Koppe’s 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

4:00pm  Advent Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 

19 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:45am  Voters’ Meeting 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

20 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

21 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
 

22 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

4:00pm  Advent Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  
 

23           
 
9:30am Women’s Bible 
Study – Cancelled today 
only 

24 Christmas Eve 
 
 
 
4:00pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 Christmas Day 
 
9:30am Christmas 

Day Service 

26 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

Mite Box Collection 

27 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

28 

8:00am  Men’s Bible 
                     Study 
 

29 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

4:00pm  Advent Service 
5:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  
 

30 31  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

