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Past + Future > Present 

 The month of November marks the end of the Church Year, and during this time we get an 

interesting perspective.  We begin the month with All Saints’ Day, when we remember what God 

has done for His saints in the past.  And we look to the future by looking forward to Christ’s 

return, the end of this world and the beginning of the new creation.  We look both backward and 

forward, all so that we can better understand what God is doing right now in our lives. 

 This is not a new idea, God worked through the ancient prophets of Israel in this way.  

Contrary to popular belief, the prophets did not just talk about what will happen.  Their writings 

are roughly divided into three parts; what God did in the PAST, what God will do in the FUTURE, 

and what He is doing NOW, or what He wants Israel to do NOW.  By looking at what God has 

done and what He promises to do helps inform us what is happening now, what we should do now, 

and what God is doing right now. 

 The problem we have today is that far too many people can’t see more than the last five 

minutes, and think EVERYTHING is the end of the world.  Those who know history, tend to focus 

on one or a few time periods, not the whole of world history, and those who look to the future are 

guided by what they want to see.  It is no wonder that many cannot make sense of what is 

happening now.  They do not understand the past, they keep trying to divine the future, and the 

present is in utter chaos. 

 But not for the Church.  Throughout our lives, we study the Scriptures, the very Word of 

God written down for the ages, so that all can see what God has done for His faithful.  And 

everything we are facing now, in a way has happened before, and probably far worse, but God was 

with them, and is still with us.  The future is unknowable, save for God Himself, but He has given 

us glimpses of what will happen and what He PROMISES He will do.  In Revelation, it would 

appear the end times are hell on earth, except that the whole book is a promise from God that He 

will deliver His people out of this world and into His eternal Kingdom.  Why should we be afraid 

of what is happening now, if God has already secured our future? 

 In the midst of chaos, God’s Word gives us perspective that grounds us.  This month, we 

take a look at the past and the future to help us understand what God is doing for us here and now.  

As Christ said, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 

man who built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 

and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” (Matt 7:24–

25) 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies are available on our YouTube Channel. Just click 
on the following link:   Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

 

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, November 3rd  @ 7:30am at Sharie Jasper’s*  

Thursday, November 11th  @ 9:30am at Karly Dockter’s* 

Wednesday, November 17th  @ 7:30am at Joyce Bieber’s* 

Thursday, November 25th @ 9:30am – cancelled (Thanksgiving) 

 

Choir Practice 
Everyone that enjoys singing, please join us on: Wednesday, November 
10th @ 6:00pm for the first choir rehearsal in over a year.  I hope others 
have missed having special choir music in our services. Let us make a 
“Joyful Noise unto the Lord”.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Sharie Jasper*. 

 

                          

         

LWML Craft & Bake Sale 

Saturday, November 6th, 9:00am – 1:00pm. 

More details on the LWML page. 

LWML “Silent” Quilt Auction 
There are 15 quilts to be auctioned off to the highest bidder.  Auction 

ends November 29th.  Please see the LWML page for more information. 
 

  

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 24th @ 7:00pm 

                            

Thanksgiving Day Meal 
Thursday, November 25th @ 1:00pm 

Sign-up on the back table in the sanctuary. 
Please call Karly Dockter* for more information. 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 
 
 
 

 
LWML Craft and Bake Sale 

Coming soon! 

Saturday, November 6th, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Crafts will be finished, and baking done so plan to get a 
head start on your Christmas shopping and baked goods 
for the season. If you are bringing crafts and/or baked 
goods for the sale, please have all items priced in whole 
dollars and ready to sell. Set up for crafts will be on Friday, 
11/5, from 9:00am and 12:00pm. Baked goods should be 
brought on Saturday, 11/6 between 7:00am and 8:00am.                 

                                                                            Proceeds from the sale will be gifted to local charities. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Silent” Quilt Auction 

The “Silent” Quilt Auction is beginning! There were 15 quilts donated by several 

women.  Thank you to all who donated their time and talent by making these 

quilts. The quilts are hanging in the fellowship hall. They are all numbered and 

a corresponding numbered sheet for your bid is on the table set up along the 

west wall of the fellowship hall.  The proceeds from the auction will help 

purchase the needed supplies for the quilts that are made and donated to local 

charities.  Pictures of the quilts are on the following page.   

“SILENT” QUILT AUCTION Procedures: 

1. Pick the quilt/quilts you want to bid on. 

2. Write your name, phone# and bid on the corresponding sheet or call Sharie Jasper* 

or the church office if you can’t come to the church to bid. 

3. Check back to see if someone raised your bid. 

4. Raise your bid. 

5. Auction closes on November 28th. The highest bidders will be contacted by phone. 

The Craft Fair and Bake Sale is Saturday November 6th. Please support it by donating items or 
by shopping.  Proceeds are given to local charities.  

Sharie Jasper 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML “Silent” Quilt Auction 

Please follow instructions on previous page 

to place a bid on your favorite quilt(s). 

1 
42x55 

2 
44x50 

3 
43x60 

4 
42x58.5 

5 
61x94 

6 
58x71 

7 
44x58 

8 
54x55 

9 
52x69 

10 
52x53 

11 
60x80 

12 
46x56 

13 
60x60 14 

43x61 

15 
58x76 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessed to Be a Blessing 

May we during this Thanksgiving season be mindful of all the wonderful and amazing blessings that come 
from God.  Because God gives, we receive, and then we can give.  Interestingly, in giving, we receive even 
more.  Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

God is a loving and giving God.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  Through His Word and Sacraments, 
God provides: 

• His grace that gives us this life and life eternal. 

• His love that didn’t spare His only Son. 

• His forgiveness. 

• His victory over sin and death. 

In spite of our unworthiness and our sinful ways, God blesses us physically and spiritually.  He promises 
never to leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).  God promises that, when we draw near to Him, He will 
draw near to us (James 4:8).  He loves us unconditionally.  God gives and keeps on giving.  Because Jesus 
gives us His love, grace, and goodness, we are enabled to be loving and giving people.  “We love because 
He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  All love comes from God.  We are enabled to love only because we have 
received His love.  

God’s Word clearly directs us to use the blessings we receive from Him to bless others.  We are blessed to 
be a blessing.  In Christ’s name, we are to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, and 
help the sick (Matthew 25:35-36).  God blesses us not only to take care of our needs; He blesses us so that 
we can use what we receive to bless others.  Paul wrote: “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good 
to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).  Paul’s words to 
the church in Corinth and to us: “You will be made rich in every way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11). 

The wonderful thing is that, as God blesses us to bless others, we are blessed again.  When we give 
faithfully and generously, we will hear God’s words, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 
25:21).  As people who are a blessing to others, we will enjoy intimate fellowship with our Father and His 
Son, Jesus.  Is there any greater blessing than this? 

(From Ron Chewning – Stewardship Advisors) 

We are still collecting for the “Christmas 

Stocking” project.  Donations of items (list 

is on back table of the sanctuary) or 

monetary gifts are still being accepted. If 

you have any questions, please speak with 

Em Foster, Barb Koppe or Esther Foster.  

We will be accepting donations until mid 

December. 

 



To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in November.  
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 
October 19, 2021 

Attendees:  Pastor Stites, Jon Weeks, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, Dick Koppe, Esther 
Foster, Kathy Richardson, and Brad Erickson  

President Weeks called the meeting to order at 9:50 a.m. 

Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the September 21, 2021 meeting were reviewed. Sharie Jasper 
moved to accept the Minutes. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s report for September was presented. Sharie reported that $15,000 
had been moved from the LCEF account to the checking account. Sharie noted that the LCEF account 
is where the online giving is deposited. There was $7,065.67 more in expenses than income year to 
date. Discussion followed on recurring expenses. Kathy Richardson moved to accept the Treasurer’s 
Report for September 2021. Brad Erickson seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Stites thanked the Council and the Congregation for sending him to the 
conference in Phoenix this year. More thought provoking than in the past with analog vs digital and 
how best to proceed. We are continuing as we have been since the pandemic. No plans currently 
for two services. Advent will start on November 28 with four Wednesday services, Christmas Eve, 
Christmas day and then Sunday Services. Advent services will be a series on Christmas hymns. Pastor 
commented that he is continuing with Copper Place services and the residents who come seem to 
appreciate it. Last week four attended. A new member welcome was discussed. Pastor stated that 
most are coming from LCMS churches. The importance of filling out Attendance cards was discussed. 
Classes introducing nonmembers to our church was also brought up. 

President’s Report:  President Weeks commented that in reference to Pastor’s report, one question 
is are the online tools we’re are using stopping people from attending in person.  

Vice President’s Report:  Brad Erickson stated that he mentioned on Sunday about a Nominating 
Committee and the need for a Head Trustee. Brad is willing to step in on a temporary basis. 

Elders Report:  Dick Koppe reported that the Elders made 35 calls so far for the month. Elders have 
started to return. 

Trustees Report:  No Report.  

Evangelism Report:  No Report. 

Stewardship Report:  No Report. Shannon said that she was glad that the 2022 envelopes had 
arrived. 

Education Report:  No Report. 

 Administrative:   Kelly Hinrichs reported that to date she had received 59 responses for the new 
directory. Signs for the parking lot have been donated by a member. The signs read “Security 
Cameras/No Overnight Parking. Placement of the signs was discussed. 

Old Business:   Pastor contacted District on the revised Bylaws but has not heard back. No report 
has been received on the roof inspection. Brad Erickson’s friend will look at our Heat pumps when 
he gets back to Yuma.  



New Business:  The budget for 2022 will be ready for the November Council meeting. The proposed 
budget will be emailed to Council members prior to the meeting. Monthly bills will be broken out 
separately. Next Council Meeting will be November 16 at 10:00 a.m. 

Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion passed. 

President Weeks adjourned the meeting at 10:55 a.m. 

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Thank you, Erv Kuebler, for 

running the sound booth on 

Sunday mornings! 

Thank you, Cal Richardson, for installing 

a new bike rack for us.  The rack is 

located on the east side of the church, 

near the air conditioners. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

November Birthdays November Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

October 
$254 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$2947 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for September 2021 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $20,871  

 Offerings Needed:      $20,957 

                                                  -$86– short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2021 

 Offerings Received YTD: $154,754 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $209,571 

                                                     -$54,817- short   

 

                

Stewardship Corner 
Jesus said, “You did not choose Me, but I 
chose you and appointed you that you should 
go and bear fruit…” (John 15:16).  God’s 
Word is clear that God does the calling and 
choosing.  The wonderful thing is that we 
don’t need to have some exceptional talents 
or abilities.  We don’t need to be people of 
status, have power, or be attractive for God 
to call us be a follower.  When Jesus picked 
His 12 disciples, He picked ordinary, diverse 
people who were not of elite status.  He 
chose some fishermen, a tax collector, and 
one was a political activist known as “the 
zealot.”  May God help each of us to be 
available and willing to follow when He calls. 

 

 MICHEL, John & Gail (13) 11/15 

 OHLAND, Warren & Sharon (62) 11/21 

 KEHLER, John & Bertha (59) 11/24 

  

 

 

 LOMAX, Alexis  11/01 

 STEWART, Dan 11/01 

 VAUGHN, Dale  11/01 

 SEARS, Ann  11/03 

 HAZARD, Marvalea  11/07 

 SCHLOTHAUER, Sandra  11/07 

 HARRISON, Elaine  11/08 

 MICHEL, Gail  11/08 

 FERGUSON, Bev  11/09 

 FERGUSON, Jerry  11/11 

 KIEHL, Karen  11/14 

 VIETHER, Walt  11/15 

 ERICKSON, Brad  11/21 

 THOMAS, Ray  11/24 

 TULP, Eugene  11/26 

 MORNER, Henry  11/27 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2021 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Sunday’s Online Service available 
after 1:00pm - click on following 

link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 

YouTube  

 
 

 
Wednesday’s Online 

 Bible Study – 
 click on following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 
YouTube  

 
 

  

                
 

1 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 
 

2 

8:00am  Men’s Bible     
       Study  

9:00am  Elder’s Meeting 

 3            

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
              @ Sharie Jasper’s 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study  

4       
 
 
 
 

5 
9:00am – 12:00pm 

LWML Craft & 
Bake Sale Set-up 

 

6 
9:00am  - 1:00pm 

LWML Craft &  
Bake Sale 

7 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

8 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

9 

8:00am  Men’s Bible  
                    Study 
 
 

10 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

11:00am LWML Monthly      
                     Meeting 
6:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

Begins 

11 

9:30am  Women’s Bible   
  Study @ Karly Dockter’s 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14         
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

15 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

16 

8:00am  Men’s Bible  
                     Study 
10:00am Council Mtg. 

17 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
              @ Joyce Bieber 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
6:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

18 
 
 

19 
 

20 

21 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

22 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

23 

8:00am  Men’s Bible  
                     Study 
 

24 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

6:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

7:00pm  Thanksgiving Eve  

                       Service 

25          

 
1:00pm  Thanksgiving     
                      Meal 

26 
 

27 

28   First Sunday in Advent 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

LWML Quilt Silent Auction 
closes 

Mite Box Collection 

29 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

30 

8:00am  Men’s Bible  
                     Study 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

