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KATHERINE VON BORA (AKA: KATIE LUTHER) 

 “Behind every great man is a great woman,” and this is certainly true of the wife of Martin Luther.  

And like many women throughout history, her part is not as well-known as her husband’s, but Katie 

certainly made Martin’s life better. 

 Katherine von Bora was one of the nuns that fled her convent, whisked away in herring barrels to 

Wittenberg.  While Luther would help to find them all husbands, one remained.  And finally, to please his 

father, to spite the pope and the devil, and to seal his witness before martyrdom, Martin and Katherine 

were married in June 1525. 

 Now Luther was already famous and done great work, but he had lived as a monk and bachelor 

for his entire adult life.  He was surprised how much Katie took care of their home, prepared the meals, 

and so much more.  In time, she would be working the garden and orchard, raising and slaughtering 

animals, even brewing beer for her husband.  In some ways, Martin’s life did not change after getting 

married, he was still a teacher, reformer and public figure; but Katie changed his life behind the scenes, 

supporting him and his work.  Most notably, when the plague came to Wittenberg, Martin and Katie 

stayed there, ministering to the sick and dying, all while Katie herself was pregnant.   

 While their marriage did not begin with the romantic love that is standard today, they soon grew 

to truly love each other.  Martin found a joy in marriage he never knew, and soon knew the joy of having 

children.  And while he would have continued in ministry whether he was married or not, I think Martin 

lived longer because he was married; as Katie not only fed him, cared for the home, she ministered to 

him during his various illnesses.  Katherine made Martin’s life better. 

 While there are a few bachelors like St. Paul, this is true of many men throughout history, that 

without the great women in their lives, their mothers, wives, and daughters, what would they be?  Some 

like Luther may still have achieved fame and notoriety, but would their life be better without the love 

and support of good women in their lives? 

 No matter what your role or station in life is, you can learn from great women like Katherine von 

Bora.  If you are in the limelight, remember to give thanks for all those who support you.  And if you do 

play a more supporting role, rejoice that you serve God through serving others.  And in the end, we all 

humble ourselves before God, as we are all His servants, in everything we say and do. 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies to our 
YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t feel comfortable attending at 

this time.  You may click on the following link:    

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

 

Women’s Bible Studies 

Wednesday, October 6th @ 7:30am at Barb Koppe’s*  

Thursday, October 14th @ 9:30am at Brenda West’s* 

Wednesday, October 20th @ 7:30am at Em Foster’s* 

Thursday, October 28th @ 9:30am at TBD 

Church Office Closed 

The Church office will be closed on Fridays through the summer.  Pastor Stites will be doing home 
visits on those days.  If you would like to schedule a home visit with him, please call him or the 
church office to set up a time. 

 

No date has been set to start choir rehearsals at this time, 

but we do plan to have choir again this fall. We have a lot of 

fun and fellowship making a joyful noise unto the Lord. Let 

me know if you are interested. We will meet on Wednesdays 

at 6:00pm.  

Sharie Jasper 

 

 

LWML Sunday 

Sunday, October 10, 2021 
There will be a Continental Breakfast following the 

service.  Everyone is invited! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 
 

October will be a busy month for LWML. October 10th will be LWML Sunday. The 
theme is: Our Hearts in His Hands. There will be women serving as ushers and 
readers. Everyone is invited to the fellowship hall for a continental breakfast after 
the service. There will be a free will offering that will go to Mites.  

Our next meeting is Wednesday, October 13th at 11:00am in the fellowship hall.  
All women are invited. 

The Fall Celebration will be held at 
Calvary Lutheran in Yuma, on 
Saturday, October 16th. We will 
carpool from SOTH at 8:00am. It 
begins at 8:30am and the 
registration cost is $5. Election            
of officers will be held.  

Amberly’s Place will be the afternoon speaker.  

There will be an ingathering of the following items:  
socks, jacket/sweaters, pants, toiletries, deodorant, 
chapstick, nail polish, lip gloss, hair brush, hair 
accessories, glitter pens, note pad, pencils/pens, ear 
buds, snacks, curling irons, headsets, monetary 
donations. 

 

Quilting for charity: 

Begins Monday, October 18th at 

9:00am in the fellowship Hall. 

 

Our Craft fair will be held on Saturday, November 6th from 9:00am – 
1:00pm.  I hope many of you are busy making things to donate for the 
fair (men and women).  Kathy Richardson is the Chairman this year if 
you have any questions. Proceeds will be given to local charities. 

We will be having a Silent Auction on Quilts that have been 
donated this year. If any quilter has a quilt they would like to 
donate see Sharie Jasper, Esther or Em Foster. We will be 
displaying the quilts for about a month with the completion of 
the auction in late November. Proceeds will go to our Quilting 
for Needy project to buy materials and batting, etc. 

Sharie Jasper 

 

This year’s LWML banner created by:  

Esther Foster, Em Foster & Sharie Jasper 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing what You Have 

      In the book of John, we are told that a crowd of 5,000 people 

gathered to see and hear Jesus.  It wasn’t long before all their food 

was gone, and they were hungry.  No McDonalds in sight!  One of 

Jesus’ disciples said there was no way anybody had enough money 

to feed this crowd. 

       But another disciple said, “Here is a boy with five small barley 

loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so 

many?” (John 6:9).  Imagine how that little boy felt.  He was hungry 

too.  Why not just keep the little bit he had to himself?  

Fortunately, for those hungry people, that’s not what the boy did. 

 The next thing that we read is that Jesus is having everyone sit down as He holds up 

the loaves and the fish and gives God thanks for the food.  You remember what happened.  

All the people ate until they were full.  All because a young boy was willing to give away his 

lunch. 

 God doesn’t even ask you to give away everything you have, like the boy did.  He does 

ask you to share, though, to give part of what you have.  God will provide you gifts to share. 

Prayer:  Father, grant me a generous and giving heart.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 

(From Ron Chewning – Stewardship Advisors) 
 

The Evangelism Committee would like to  

thank everyone who has participated in the 

“Christmas Stocking” project so far.  

Donations of items (list is on back table of 

the sanctuary) or monetary gifts are still 

being accepted. If you have any questions, 

please speak with Em Foster, Barb Koppe 

or Esther Foster.  We will be accepting 

donations until mid December. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you to Cal & Kathy Richardson for repairing 

the tile floor in the Fellowship Hall and for 

stopping the water leak that caused the damage!  



To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in October.  

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 

September 21, 2021 

 

Attendees:  Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, Dick Koppe, Esther 
Foster, Kathy Richardson, and Brad Erickson (via telephone conference). Pastor reported that 
President Weeks is on the mend. 

In President Weeks’ absence, Dick Koppe called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the June 15, 2021, meeting were reviewed. Sharie Jasper 
moved to accept the Minutes. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s reports for June, July and August were presented. Sharie Jasper 
stated each report would be reviewed and approved individually. Kelly Hinrichs commented that 
we are bringing in less than what we are spending. This is typical for the summer months but is 
worse this year. Kathy Richardson moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report for June 2021. 
Shannon Cady seconded. Motion carried. In reviewing July’s report, Sharie noted that the LCEF 
account is where automatic contributions are reflected. We do get interest on this account. 
Esther Foster moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report for July 2021. Shannon Cady seconded. 
Motion carried. In August, the checking account balance at National Bank was down to $9,427 
and LCEF was up $5,000 to $29,053. Monthly expenses remained the same. Sharie pointed out 
that District Support was not sent in August. SOTH has pledged $25,000 and has already sent 
$11,700. Sharie noted that with giving being down this year, we are short about $8,000 for 
funding accounts. Discussion followed on the Memorial Funds. We currently have no items to 
fund from this account. Shannon Cady moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report for August 2021. 
Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Stites stated that he has a Pastors’ conference in Phoenix the first week 
in October. He will take a couple of extra days following the conference. Pastor said that the 
Circuit meeting had been held at SOTH last week. He is now the LWML Zone Counselor due to 
Rev. Douglas Griebenaw’s transfer. Pastor Stites will be starting to hold a service at Copper Place. 
Today is the first one. Esther Foster asked about welcoming new members. She asked Pastor to 
give her a timeline so she can plan for a reception. Esther said they don’t have to be welcomed 
at one time. Sharie asked how visitations were going this summer on Thursdays and Friday. In 
general, Pastor is making visits in the mornings and working from home later. Overall, making 
calls and working from home has saved on Church expenses this summer. Starting in October he 
will be back in the office more. Dick Koppe commented that Pastor’s visitations are an important 
way to get people back at church. 

President’s Report:  No report. 

Vice President’s Report:  Brad commented that he is anxious to get back home to Yuma. The 
appointing of a Nominating Committee will be addressed when he returns. The Slate of 
Nominees needs approval at our November meeting. 



Elders Report:  Dick Koppe reported that the Elders made 147 calls over the last three months. 
Things are going well, and he’ll be glad to have all the Elders back soon.    

Trustees Report:   Kelly spoke with Bob Engelhardt today and he is resigning as Trustee effective 
immediately. He is not able to fulfill the position with all his other activities. Cal Richardson has 
been and will continue filling in with maintenance. Cal will be fixing the tile between the kitchen 
and Fellowship Hall on Monday. The A/C units have not been serviced this year. Brad has a friend 
who has worked in the industry for 35 years and will ask him to look at the unit when he comes 
down. Kelly reported that someone is parking in our lot and spending the night. She talked to 
Bob about a sign that would say “No Overnight Parking.”  Signs would cost between $10/$15 
apiece. Funding for and placement of the signs was discussed.  

Evangelism Report:  Esther advised that the Christmas project display table will be put back in 
Church before LWML Sunday on October 10, 2021. The table will stay on display and accept 
donations until items are distributed in December. Esther shared information on Lutheran Hour 
Ministries “Hopeful Neighborhood” project. Esther asked Pastor to investigate the project for 
outreach purposes. 

Stewardship Report:  No Report. 

Education Report:  No Report. 

Administrative:  Kelly stated that she had several items to bring up. First is that she would like to 
have newsletter articles by the beginning of next week. Second, she will be back to working again 
on Thursdays starting next week. Third item is our Service folders. We have enough folders for 
the number of chairs in Church. Do we want to have more made? If so, paper cost would be 
around $30. Discussion followed and Kelly will order the paper. The picture directory was next 
discussed. An updated directory is needed. The issue with getting a company to come to Yuma 
to do the directory pictures was brought up. Also, with pandemic restrictions on travel, we may 
not have all our members back again this year. Sharie Jasper moved that we wait until 2023 to 
do a picture directory. Dick Koppe seconded, and the motion was approved. In the meantime, 
Kelly will have everyone check their address and phone numbers as they appear in the current 
2020 Directory. Kelly has ordered 5,000 ($280) Attendance cards for the pews. 

Old Business:   Nothing has been heard from District on the revised Bylaws. With Bob 
Engelhardt’s resignation, Brad Erickson was asked to consider serving in Bob’s place until his 
term in office is up in three months. Kelly noted that he would be a point of contact and Cal 
Richardson would do the work. Brad will take this under consideration. In response to a question 
by Dick Koppe about the Church roof, Kelly stated that with the heavy rains we had this season 
we didn’t have any leaks. 

New Business:  Next Council Meeting will be October 19 at 10:00 a.m. 

Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Shannon Cady seconded. Motion passed. 

Dick Koppe adjourned the meeting at 10:50 a.m. 

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

October Birthdays 
October Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

September 
$199 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$2,693 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for September 2021 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $12,681   

 Offerings Needed:      $20,957 

                                                  -$8,276– short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2021 

 Offerings Received YTD: $133,893 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $188,631 

                                                     -$54,720- short   

 

                

Stewardship Corner 

Giving generously isn’t easy because our 

sinful nature isn’t generous.  We love to have 

rather than to give, and we are always 

looking out for number 1.  Only because God 

makes His grace abound in our lives can we 

give generously and cheerfully.  Through 

faith, we begin to realize the depth of the 

generosity of Christ Who holds nothing back 

from us.  Knowing that God entrusts to us 

time, money, and abilities, we are enabled to 

give, not under compulsion, but as God has 

freely given to us.  “Each one must give as he 

has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

 

 

 KIEHL, Bob & Karen (50) 10/16 

 HUNT, Larry & Lana (16) 10/21 

 JUNKER, Gene & Cyndy (55) 10/29 

 

 NICHOLS, Marcia  10/02 

 STEWART, Pat  10/03 

 STITES, Pastor Jonathan  10/06 

 KAISER, Linda  10/15 

 OHLAND, Sharon 10/16 

 BUSCH, Marty  10/17 

 HINDMAN, Irene  10/18 

 KAISER, Gary  10/18 

 WHITMAN, Sylvia 10/22 

 ABEL, Lu  10/23 

 BELAU, Roger  10/24 

 CAIRNS, Rob  10/24 

 SCHOTT, Sandy  10/25 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2021 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Sunday’s Online Service available 
after 1:00pm - click on following 

link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 

YouTube  

 
 

 
Wednesday’s Online 

 Bible Study – 
 click on following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 
YouTube  

 
 

1 2 

3                 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

 

4  
 
 
 

5 

8:00am  Men’s Bible     
Study – Cancelled this 

         week only 
 

 6            

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
              @ Barb Koppe’s 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study –   
      Cancelled this week only 
 

7       
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 

 

9 

10         LWML Sunday 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  LWML Breakfast 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

11 12 

8:00am  Men’s Bible  
                    Study 
 
 

13 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

11:00am LWML Monthly      
                     Meeting 

 

14 

9:30am  Women’s Bible   
  Study @ Brenda West’s 
 

15 

 

16 
8:00am Carpool 
from SOTH to 
Calvary for LWML 
Fall Celebration 
 

 17         
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

18 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

19 

8:00am  Men’s Bible  
                Study 
10:00am Council       
                 Meeting 

20 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
              @ Em Fosters’ 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
 

21 
 
 

22 

 

23 

24 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

25 
9:00am  Quilting               
            for Charities 
 

26 

8:00am  Men’s Bible  
                     Study 
 

27 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 
 

28 

9:30am  Women’s Bible  
          Study @ TBD 
 
 

29 

 

30 

31           Reformation Day 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

5:00pm  Sunday Night Cards 

Mite Box Collection 

      

 

 Church Office 
Closed – Pastor 
Visitation Day 

 Church Office 
Closed – Pastor 
Visitation Day 

 Church Office 
Closed – Pastor 
Visitation Day 

Church Office 
Closed – Pastor 
Visitation Day 

Fall Pastors’ Conference:  Pastor Stites will be out of town – October 4th – 8th  

Church Office 
Closed  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

