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Happy Holy Cross Day! 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

 On September 14, the Church celebrates the feast of the Holy Cross, commemorating the day that 

St. Helena (Constantine’s mother) found the True Cross that Christ was crucified on (at least as the 

legend says).  Whether or not Helena actually found the True Cross or not, we take time out to reflect 

upon this relic, and that the incarnate God died by it. 

 As St. Paul noted, “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing.” (1 Cor 1:18) Of 

course, he could have just said that THE CROSS ITSELF is folly to those who are perishing.  Why 

would God Almighty become a man and die, AT ALL, let alone die ON A CROSS?  The cross was 

an ancient execution device, meant for the worst criminals, not only to torture them for days as they 

slowly died of asphyxiation, but they also sent a warning to all who looked at them, “DO NOT DO 

WHAT THEY DID, OR ELSE!”  Who in their right mind would choose to die this way? 

 “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God.” (1 Cor 1:18) The cross doesn’t make sense to those who don’t know Christ.  

But to us, who KNOW His love and salvation, we rejoice!  For we know that is what WE deserve, 

and far worse.  For we are sinners who deserve to go to hell.  But Christ Jesus, the Almighty God in 

the flesh, took our sin upon Himself, and was judged in our place.  When we look at the cross, we see 

ourselves, we see what we deserve, and we rejoice because Christ took us down from there so that He 

could take our place.  And to prove He had the power and authority to do so, Jesus did not stay dead.  

Yes, He died a most gruesome death, but on the third day, He rose victorious from the dead, and lives 

to raise you to everlasting life. 

 Here is the paradox of the cross in the eyes of Christians: we still see the pain and suffering 

Christ endured for us, but now, it is glorious because through the cross, Christ has saved us.  The 

cross is both terrible and beautiful. 

 And if that were not enough, Christ said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow me.” (Matt 16:24) Many faithful have followed in Christ’s steps, 

including facing death for the sake of the Gospel.  They died trusting in Christ’s death on the cross.  

If and when the time comes for us to pick up our crosses, will we be as “foolish” as Christ was? 

 Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that He might bear the sins 

of the world and draw all people to Himself.  Grant that we who glory in His death for our 

redemption may faithfully heed His call to bear the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 

We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies to our 
YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t feel comfortable attending at 

this time.  You may click on the following link:    

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

 

The Wednesday Women’s Bible Study will resume on 
Wednesday, September 22nd @ 7:30 am at Esther Foster’s 
house. *see note above  

Thursday Women’s Bible Studies has been cancelled for 
the summer. They will resume meeting in the fall. 

Church Office Closed 

The Church office will be closed on Thursdays and Fridays through the summer.  Pastor Stites will 
be doing home visits on those days.  If you would like to schedule a home visit with him, please call 
him or the church office to set up a time. 

                   

LWML is hosting a Potluck Dinner for Labor Day 

Monday, September 6th @ 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Everyone is welcome.  Please bring a dish to share. 

 

 

We plan to have choir again this fall, please join us.  We 

have a lot of fun and fellowship making a joyful noise 

unto the Lord. There is no definite start date at this 

time. Let me know if you are interested. We meet on 

Wednesdays at 6:00pm. Sharie Jasper 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 
 

 

Good news! Fall is just around the corner. September 8th @ 11:00am is the first LWML meeting of 

the season (there will be no brown bag lunch). All women are invited to attend. If you are not sure 

what LWML does, please come and find out.  We hold events and projects throughout the year. 

Most of our project funds go to local charities. 

 

 

 

 

I hope you are all thinking of crafts, sewing, woodworking, quilting etc. that can be donated for 

our annual craft fair which is November 6th.  We hope to have a good variety of crafts this year. 

All the proceeds will go to local missions. If you have a mission you would like us to consider, 

please let the board know. The board consists of Kathy Richardson, Bev Ferguson, and Sharie 

Jasper. 

 

We are trying something different this year.  Instead of a 

quilt drawing for “Quilting for the Needy”, we want to try 

a silent auction.  Several quilts have been donated 

already. If you are a quilter and would like to also donate 

a quilt, please let Em, Esther or me know. We want to 

have a variety of quilts to auction.   Any size is welcome. 

 

Please continue to donate for the Christmas stocking 

project that Mission board and LWML is sponsoring. 

The table with the donation bins has been moved into 

the fellowship hall. 

 

 

Sharie Jasper 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following Jesus’ Example 

When we have done some yard work, many of us may have used a tree pruner.  A tree pruner is used 

to reach up into a tree to lop off unwanted branches.  A tree pruner is kind of like an arm extension 

because it is much more convenient than getting on a ladder which may or may not reach the branch 

you are aiming at.   

In a way, that tree pruner is a picture of what serving is like.  Just as 

it reaches beyond your own arm's length, so do your arms and hands 

reach out to help others as an extension of Christ's love.  Jesus 

walked this earth for approximately thirty years, and, during that 

time, His hands were always busy touching, healing, lifting, and 

comforting.  With His ascension into Heaven, that job has been left 

to us. 

Each of us can look around and see people who we can touch, lift 

up, or comfort.  There are many people who would benefit from our 

service.  What about the shy person at your place of work?  Could 

you encourage him or her?  What about the elderly person across the 

street who wants to share stories of his youth?  Could you be a 

patient listener?  What about people in your extended family?  

Maybe they would appreciate a little time with you! 

Jesus was never too rushed to stop and talk to someone in need.  Although He had much to 

accomplish, He never raced from one task to another.  Jesus always spoke to people in love, carrying 

out the reason for His coming into this world:  “…the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:28).  God, Who gives us all we need 

to do whatever He asks us to do, will give you the opportunity and ability to serve others. 

(From Ron Chewning – Stewardship Advisors) 

The Evangelism Committee is taking a minute to thank 

everyone for participating in the “Christmas Stocking” 

project.  Lots of needed items have been donated along with 

monetary gifts. The display is now set up in the Fellowship Hall 

and the list of items needed.  If you have any questions, please 

speak with Em Foster, Barb Koppe or Esther Foster.  We will 

be accepting donations until mid December. 

 

  Thanks 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

September Birthdays 
September Anniversaries 

 

 

 
Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

August 
$190 

SEASON TOTAL 
January - December 

$2,494 

 

  

 

Treasurer’s Report for August 2021 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $12,748   

 Offerings Needed:      $20,957 

                                                  -$8,209– short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2021 

 Offerings Received YTD: $121,212 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $167,656 

                                                     -$46,444- short   

 

Stewardship Corner 

Paul refers to the church as a body, and he 
uses the parts of the body as an analogy for 
the way team members need to rely on each 
other.  Our bodies have many parts—hands, 
arms, feet, legs, ears, noses, etc.  No matter 
how many parts we can name, it is only one 
body.  Every body part is just as God wanted 
it to be and all are important.  The eye cannot 
say to the hand, “I don’t need you.”  And the 
head cannot say to the foot, “I don’t need 
you.”  On the contrary those parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and work together in harmony 
with other parts of the body. (1 Corinthians 
12:14-26).  Just as body parts work together, 
God gives each of us special gifts and 
interests which enable His Church to fulfill its 
ministry of sharing the Gospel with all 
people. 

 

 JONES, Paul & Cheryl (54) 09/01 

 SCHMIDT, Al & Willie (55) 09/03 

 STUCKER, Howard & Barbara (64) 09/07 

 TUDOR, Virgil & Christine (17) 09/11 

 WATSON, Richard & Marlene (65) 09/15 

 EICHELKRAUT, Ron & Barbara (54) 09/16 

 WAGNER, Steve 09/26 

 THOMAS, Florence & Ray (3) 09/29 

 

  

 LUNDAHL, Linda  09/01 

 ABEL, Erv  09/02 

 SCHMIDT, Willie  09/04 

 LARSON, Christian  09/09 

 ELLEDGE, Sharon  09/15 

 LIEBSACK, James  09/26 

 VAUGHN, Betty  09/26 

 BASSETT, Cindy 09/29 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2021 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

The Tuesday Men’s Bible Study and the Wednesday & Thursday Women’s Bible Studies have been cancelled for the summer. 

  
 
 

 

 

1 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

Online Bible Study - click on 
following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 
YouTube  

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 4 

5                 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 
 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

6 

 
 
5:00pm Potluck 
 

7 

 
9:00am – 1:00pm  
Pastor’s Circuit Meeting 
 

 8            

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
11:00am LWML Meeting (no brown               
                                         bag lunch) 

Online Bible Study - click on 
following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 
YouTube  

9        
 
 
 
 
 

10 11 

12 
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am   Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 
  

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

13 14 
 
 

15 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

Online Bible Study - click on 
following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 
YouTube  

16 
 
 

17 18 

 19         
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 
 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

20 21 

 
10:00am Council Meeting 

22 

7:30am  Women’s Bible Study  
              @ Esther Fosters’ 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

Online Bible Study - click on 
following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 
YouTube  

23 
 
 

24 25 

26 
8:15am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30am  Worship w/ Communion 
10:30am  Fellowship 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Mite Box Collection 

27 28 29 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

Online Bible Study - click on 
following link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 
YouTube  

30 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Church Office Closed 

Church Office Closed 

Church Office Closed 

Church Office Closed 

Church Office Closed 
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