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Wise Words from History: Bede the Venerable 

 On June 9, we remember one of the great saints throughout history, Bede the Venerable 

(672/3AD-735AD).  He was an English Benedictine monk who was known for being an author, teacher 

and scholar.  And I wanted to share one of his quotes that I love, concerning the washing of the 

disciples’ feet in John 13: 

Jesus is giving clear notice that this washing of the feet indicates pardoning of sins, and not only that 

which is given once in baptism but in addition that by which the daily guilty actions of the faithful that 

everyone lives with in this life are cleansed by his daily grace. Our feet, by which we move about [and] 

touch the ground—and for this reason we cannot keep them free from contact with dirt, as we can the 

rest of our bodies—signify the necessity of our living on earth, by which we who are idle and negligent 

are daily affected to a great extent. Even outstanding people who live the highest kind of life are 

distracted from the heavenly contemplation that they love so much, so that “if we say we have no sin, 

we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” … 

The person who has been cleansed in the baptismal font and has received pardon for all his sins has 

no need to be cleansed again. Moreover, he cannot be cleansed again in the same way. He finds it 

necessary only to have the daily defilements of his worldly life wiped away by the daily forgiveness of 

his Redeemer. His whole body, together with its actions, is clean, with the exception merely of those 

things that cling to the mind because of the necessities of temporal cares. For their daily polluting and 

cleansing we say daily in prayer, “And forgive us our debts as we also forgive our debtors.” 

Joel C. Elowsky, ed., John 11–21, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 2007), 93–94. 

 Bede does a wonderful job explaining how this mysterious event connects back to our baptism, 

and while we have been forgiven in baptism, we still need God’s continual washing away of our sin in 

our daily lives.  And while that is given whenever we pray for forgiveness, I would go further than Bede 

and argue that this was done on the night when Jesus was betrayed, the night He instituted the Lord’s 

Supper, to point to the continued washing away of sin in the Sacrament of the Altar.  Thus connecting 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper in the washing away of sin.  It is not a different type of grace and 

mercy, but the same Jesus Christ coming to wash away our sin. 

   Pastor Jonathan Stites 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 
We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies to our 

YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t feel comfortable attending at 
this time.  You may click on the following link:    

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  
or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

 

Both the Wednesday & Thursday Women’s Bible 

Studies have been cancelled for the summer. They 

will resume meeting in the fall. 

 

Bible Studies: 

Every Sunday morning @ 8:15am, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Every Wednesday @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Online Bible Study will continue to be uploaded to YouTube  
every Wednesday. See above for link. 

 

The Evangelism team has received requests for additional 

fellowship activities here at SOTH. A questionnaire was sent out 

by email and was also put in the bulletin to find out what activities 

would be of interest.  Please return your completed questionnaire 

as soon as possible to the church office or to a member of the 

Evangelism team. 

SOTH Evangelism Team, 

Em Foster, Esther Foster, Barb Koppe 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

  
 
 
 
                

 
 

 

                                                                

  Prepared to Do Good Works 

To the church in Ephesus, the Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are 

[God’s] workmanship, created in Jesus Christ for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” 

(Ephesians 2:10).  Our good works are not the cause of our 

salvation but its result.  God not only encourages us to do our 

good works of service and outreach, He empowers us to do so.  

Even though on the outside we are jars of clay, we are capable of 

doing some amazing work because Jesus lives within us.  In the 

words of Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I 

who live, but Christ who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave 

Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).   

On the outside, we are weak and fragile, but, on the inside, we 

have this surpassing power of Jesus.  Having this power can be 

illustrated by the comic book character of Clark Kent, who 

appeared to be a normal newspaper reporter.  But, when super 

power was needed, Clark Kent would go into a telephone booth 

to remove his outer clothes and become Superman, who was 

unstoppable.  As God’s helpers, we don’t remove our clothes and 

become the Superman character, but we are clothed with Jesus 

Who lives within us and makes all things possible.   

As God’s co-workers, our outward appearance has little 

difference from other people, but inside we are unique because 

of our faith in Jesus.  Through faith, we are able to tap into Jesus’ 

strength that makes it possible for us to accomplish the tasks 

that He gives us to do.   

May God help us all embrace His call to do the good works that 

He has prepared for us to do knowing that Jesus is with us as we  

serve others and extend His kingdom. 

(from: Ron Chewning – Stewardship Advisor’s) 



 

 

 

 

Several LWML members met on Wednesday, May 26th to plan our next seasons activities. We are excited 
to get back to many of our previous year's events. Many events have stayed the same but we have added 
a couple of new ideas. If anyone has further suggestions, please contact me. We hope to be able to include 
more people and get back to normal fellowship and projects. Sharie Jasper 

LWML Calendar of events: 2021-2022 

September 6th    Labor Day Potluck 5 PM 

September 8th    First LWML meeting 11 AM fellowship Hall 

October 13th    LWML meeting 11 AM  

October 17th     LWML Sunday 

November 6th     LWML Craft and Bake Sale 9-1  

November 10th    LWML meeting 11 AM fellowship hall 

November 25th    Thanksgiving 

December 8th    LWML meeting 

December 11th     LWML Christmas “Birthday Bash” luncheon   

January 12th, 2022    LWML meeting 11 AM fellowship hall 

January 14th -15th     Yard Sale 7-12 

February 9th   LWML meeting 11 AM fellowship Hall 

February 12th   Sweethearts and Singles Dinner 

March 9th  LWML meeting 11 AM Fellowship Hall 

*March -11th -12th?   Zone retreat in Yuma, location to be determined and 
 communicate with zone LWML board 

April 17th    Easter 

April 13th    LWML meeting 11 AM fellowship hall 

*April Spring Celebration ???  TBD by LWML zone board 

May 1st  End of season Pot-luck and election of officers. 

 
Women’s Bible Studies  

1st and 3rd Wednesday @ 7:30am beginning September 22nd, 2021 in member’s homes. 

1st and 3rd Thursday @ 9:30am. Starting Date TBD 

Quilting for charities tentative on Monday mornings @ 9:00am beginning 10/18/22. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML hosted our 1st get together in over a year on Sunday, May 30th 

in observance of Memorial Day.  Great food and fellowship! 



To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in June.  

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 

May 18, 2021 

 

Attendees:  Jon Weeks, Brad Erickson, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, Dick 

Koppe, Esther Foster, Kathy Richardson 

President Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the March 16, 2021 meeting were reviewed.  Dick Koppe moved to 

accept the Minutes.  Shannon Cady seconded.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s reports for March and April were presented.  Sharie Jasper noted that 

she sent $3,000 in March and $2,400 in April for District and Synod Support so that a large chunk is not 

having to come out of finances at one time.  Brad Erickson moved to accept the March Treasurer’s 

Report.  Shannon Cady seconded.  Motion carried.  The April financials were next reviewed and 

discussed.   Dick Koppe moved to accept the April Treasurer’s Report.  Shannon Cady seconded.  

Motion carried.  

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Stites advised that he will be taking vacation on July 25 through August 1, 

2021.  Arrangements have been made with Padre Dave Poedel to serve us on those two Sundays.  

Sharie Jasper commented that she will be gone on August 8 and August 15 and will see if Sara is 

available to play.  Pastor noted that Sharon Anderson wants to set up a memorial and asked if there is 

anything the Church needs.   Currently there are no major needs, suggestions were discussed.  Pastor 

brought up for discussion the easing of Covid restrictions and how this is handled going forward.  Items 

discussed covered: what to do to get back to what we did previously, what worked better in lockdown 

(i.e., Q-tips for Ash Wednesday), and do we want to leave communion as is now and change in Fall. It 

was decided that Pastor no longer needed to wear gloves, he will continue to hand out wine, but 

wafers will be given separate from wine.  Pastor will distribute both wine and bread.  

President’s Report:  Jon Weeks advised that word has not been received back from District on Bylaw 

revisions sent for review. 

Vice President’s Report:  Brad Erickson will be leaving on May 25 and returning in October.  He will be 

available by phone if needed. 

Elders Report:  Dick Koppe reported that the Elders made over 80 calls during March and April.   

Another elder is still needed.  He will be leaving the middle of August for vacation.   

Trustees Report:  No report. 

Evangelism Report:  Esther Foster reported that she had been approached about opening the Church 

building for fellowship time.  In taking this under advisement, the Evangelism Committee has made a 

flyer for distribution to the congregation to get their ideas.  The flyer was reviewed by those present. 



*** continued from previous page *** 

Thoughts included a freewill collection to help offset utility costs incurred during fellowship activities.  

Pastor said the flyer is a good idea and that maybe it could be put out again in October when winter 

visitors start returning.  Kelly Hinrichs said the flyer will also go out in email. 

Holding a 4th of July hot dogs and hamburger picnic directly following church service was discussed.  

President Jon suggested that a sign-up sheet was needed to get number of attendees.  Church will 

provide the meat and attendees will bring other dishes.  It was decided to hold the picnic later in the 

day. 

Esther further reported on the Christmas stockings for smaller nursing homes in our area.  There are 

currently 65 residents in the Foothills.  Stockings will also be given to members in need.  The committee 

has compiled a list of specific items and sizes to fill the stockings.  Esther will make a “Christmas in July” 

presentation on this project to the congregation on July 11, 2021. 

Stewardship Report:  No report. 

Education Report:  No report. 

Administrative:  Kelly Hinrichs reported that toner for the color printer is on back order with 

Hoppstetter’s.  Kelly is hoping we get the toner shortly.  Kelly stated that rather than taking two weeks’ 

vacation in one block, she would like to take one day a week for 10 weeks.  She has less work in the 

summer months and this will give her Thursday through Sunday off.  Sharie Jasper  

moved to approve, Shannon Cady seconded, and motion carried. 

Old Business:   Jon Weeks reported that he has not heard from the roofing company that came and 

inspected the Church roof. 

New Business:  None 

The schedule of summer Council meetings was discussed.  It was decided to meet on June 15 at 10:00 

a.m. and not meet in July and August.  Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn.  Shannon Cady seconded.  

Motion passed. 

President Jon adjourned the meeting at 10:50 a.m. 

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 ENGEL, Larry  06/02 

 FOSTER, Em  06/02 

 RICHARDSON, Cal  06/03 

 DICKISON, Wilma  06/07 

 BIEBER, Joyce  06/08 

 MUELLER, Tom  06/08 

 ANDERSON, Sharon  06/10 

 ERICKSON, Tom  06/10 

 STITES, Theresa  06/13 

 EINWAECHTER, Jessica  06/14 

 FOSTER, Esther  06/23 

 LARSON, Isabella  06/23 

 ZEISS, Judy  06/23 

 JONES, Paul  06/28 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

June Anniversaries 

                    

 APPELDOORN, Ron & Pat (56) 06/01 

 DRYER, Pete & Joyce (53) 06/15 

 MUELLER, Tom & Judy (48) 06/16 

 ERICKSON, Tom & Sandy (63) 06/21 

 HARRISON, Bob & Elaine (64) 06/22 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

  
 

 

Stewardship Corner 

In His sovereignty, God chose not to 
evangelize the world by a sudden miracle.  
Instead of using His angels, God chose to use 
us to be His hands, feet, and mouth to the 
world.  He wants to work through us to 
advance His kingdom, and He wants to 
involve everyone.  God calls each of us into 
ministry.  Each of us has a purpose to fulfill, 
so we are an important part of God plan.  God 
places us where He wants us to be.  To be 
effective in the work that God gives us to do, 
we are equipped with the gifts that we will 
need.  In the words of the Apostle Peter, “As 
each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace” (1 Peter 4:10). 

 

 

 

Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the LORD 

your God which He has given you. 
Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

May 

$232 

SEASON TOTAL 

January - December 

$1,324 

 

  

 

June Birthdays 

Treasurer’s Report for May 2021 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $12,331 

 Offerings Needed:      $20,957 

                                                  -$8,626– short 

(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2021 

 Offerings Received YTD: $81,439 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $104,785 

                                                    -$23,346- short 



 

 June 2021 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

 
 

The Tuesday Men’s Bible Study and the Wednesday & Thursday Women’s Bible 
Studies have been cancelled for the summer. 

 

        

  
 
 

1 

 

2 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

Online Bible Study - click on  
following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

3 
 
 

4 5 

7                    
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 
 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

7 8 

 
9:00am – 1:00pm Pastor’s        
                 Circuit Meeting 
 

9             
 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
Online Bible Study - click on 
following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

10        
 
 
 
 
 

11 12 Commemoration  
of the 1st 
Council of 

Nicaea 325AD 

13 
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 
 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

14 15 

 
10:00am Council Meeting 

16 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

Online Bible Study - click on following 
link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

17 
 
 

18 19 

20             Father’s Day             
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 
 
Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

21 22 

 
 

23 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

Online Bible Study - click on following 
link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

24 25  Presentation of 
the Augsburg 
Confession  

      June 25, 1530 

26 

27 
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 
 
Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Mite Box Collection 

28 

 

29 30    
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w

