
Thoughts from Pastor Stites 
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“As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 

the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.” (Matt 13:22) 

 In the Parable of the Sower, the seed is scattered on the path, among rocks, among thorns, and 

finally among good soil.  Each one corresponds to how people respond to the Gospel and the conditions of 

the world around them.  For the most part, I believe that all of you are part of the good soil, having received 

the Gospel with joy, and you now are producing good fruit and spreading the seed of the Gospel to others.  

But I begin to wonder if Satan has not thrown in some bad seed to grow up and overwhelm us. 

 As Christ explained, the thorns are the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches.  Now, in 

general, it is good to be concerned for your welfare and the welfare of others, to love and serve your 

neighbor, etc.  But what happens when that becomes more important than God?  Just like with greed, 

money is a tool, a gift of God for our benefit.  But when we hold it up as an idol, and it becomes more 

important than God, we have slipped into sin.  That is why these “thorns” are so dangerous, they can be 

unassuming, until they overwhelm and overtake us with fear, sin, and idolatry, as we lose our faith in God. 

 After a difficult year, and so many changes, I have to ask, have thorns grown up around you, that 

now threaten the Word and your faith?  Have fears of the virus or whatever so overwhelmed you, that you 

cannot do anything?  Have struggles of isolation, money, health, etc., make you forget about God and His 

Word?  Do you listen to television and social media MORE than you listen to the Word of God?  Do you 

look at the world through a political lens, or a Biblical lens?  Or do you think there are NO THORNS around 

you at all? 

 The plain truth is that Satan is always at work to tear us away from Christ, and he will use whatever 

he can to do so.  In this case, he is constantly sowing bad seeds around us, to grow up slowly so we don’t 

stop it early, grow accustomed to them, until they overwhelm and overtake us.  In fact, I would argue 

anyone who thinks they don’t have any thorns are deceiving themselves, the thorns have so surrounded 

them, the light is blocked. 

 We don’t just repent from the BIG sins, we need to repent from the thorns that are growing around 

and within us, distracting us and tearing us away from God and the Church.  Just because we were once 

good soil doesn’t stop Satan from sowing bad seed around us.  Hold fast to God and His Word in this thorny 

world. 

 “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts 

of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the SWORD (or in this case, PRUNING SHEARS) of the 

Spirit, which is THE WORD OF GOD, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.” (Eph 

6:16–18) 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

   

Online Services & Bible Studies 
We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies to our 

YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t feel comfortable attending at 
this time.  You may click on the following link:    

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  
or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube. 

 

 

Both the Wednesday & Thursday Women’s Bible 

Studies have been cancelled for the summer. They 

will resume meeting in the fall. 

 

Bible Studies: 

Every Sunday morning @ 8:15am, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Every Wednesday @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Online Bible Study will continue to be uploaded to YouTube  
every Wednesday. See above for link. 

 

 

 
Ascension Service 

Thursday, May 13th 

@ 4:00pm 

                               

LWML is planning a potluck on Sunday, May 30th at 
5:00pm, in observance of Memorial Day. All are invited to 
join us. Please bring your favorite dish, salad or dessert. 
Drinks will be provided. We will have disposable gloves to 
wear while dishing up your food.  Please join us. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

It’s time to start having some fellowship again. LWML is 

planning a potluck on Sunday, May 30th at 5:00pm, in 

observance of Memorial Day. All are invited to join us. Please 

bring your favorite dish, salad or dessert. Drinks will be 

provided. We will have disposable gloves to wear while 

dishing up your food.  Please join us. 

We are going to begin serving refreshments after 

our church service again. Please contact Sharie if 

you can help by serving or baking. We won’t need 

a lot of snacks at a time.  This is on a trial basis to 

see if any are interested in this fellowship. Em 

Foster has agreed to take the month of May. 

Event planning for the next year is still on hold until we see what this Covid situation is going 

forward.  We hope to be able to hold many of the previous events again this fall and beyond.  If 

you have any ideas for new events and fellowship, please contact Sharie Jasper, Beverly Ferguson, 

or Kathy Richardson. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus Loves Me (Senior Version) 
Jesus loves me this I know, 
Though my hair is white as snow. 
Though my sight is growing dim, 
Still He bids me trust in him. 

 [Chorus]   
Yes, Jesus loves me.  Yes, Jesus loves me. 
Yes, Jesus loves me, for the Bible tells me so. 

Though my steps are oh, so slow, 
With my hand in His I’ll go 
On through life, let come what may. 
He’ll be there to lead the way. 

When my work on earth is done,  
And life’s victories have been won. 
He will take me home above, 
Then I’ll understand His love. 

I love Jesus, does He Know? 
Have I ever told Him so? 
Jesus loves to hear me say, 
That I Love Him every day. 

Thank you, Cal Richardson, 

for the new banner rack 

(that he made) for the 

Sacristy and for all the other 

jobs he has done around the 

church! 



  

  
 
 
 
                

 
 

 

 

Practice Hospitality 

The Bible Pocket Dictionary defines hospitality as 

“the gracious provision of food and lodging to 

strangers. Kindness toward travelers and strangers 

was encouraged in both Old Testament and New 

Testament times.”  The Apostle Paul in his letter to 

the Romans wrote, “Contribute to the needs of the 

saints and seek to show hospitality” (Romans 

12:13).  When we are hospitable, we express our 

compassion and concern for others.   

Through faith, we understand that it is God’s will 

that we give of ourselves and our time generously 

to both our friends and strangers.  We are called to 

minister through our witnessing, serving, and 

giving.  We are to feed the hungry, give drink to the 

thirsty, to practice hospitality, to clothe the naked, 

to tend to the sick, and to be a blessing to others 

because God has blessed us.  But we do not do these 

things alone.  Our Lord promises to be with us.  “I 

am with you always, to the end of the age” 

(Matthew 28:20).  Not only is God with us, He 

provides us strength to accomplish His purposes. “I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold 

you with My righteous right hand” (Isaiah 41:10b). 

The basis for hospitality is Christian love.  Peter, who was one of Jesus’ 12 apostles, exhorts us: “Above 

all, keep loving one another earnestly…Show hospitality to one another without grumbling” (1 Peter 

4:8-9).  Because of God’s love for us, we are able to love others with a willing spirit and unselfish 

motives.  We do not express love and hospitality out of compulsion or duty but rather in response to 

God’s love for us and out of a desire to be of service to others.  May God help us all open our eyes to 

see opportunities to allow God’s love to flow through us to others. 

(from: Ron Chewning – Stewardship Advisors) 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 EICHELKRAUT, Barbara  05/02 

 LARSON, Julianna 05/03 

 JONES, Cheryl  05/05 

 LOMAX, Jody  05/08 

 HUNT, Lana  05/10 

 JUNKER, Gene  05/10 

 THOMAS, Florence  05/13 

 LABER, Carol  05/15 

 DARNER, Lois  05/25 

 OHLAND, Warren  05/26 

 HOLT, Gary  05/27 

 SCHMIDT, Alan  05/28 

 BENNETT, Gary  05/29 

 ELLEDGE, Steve  05/30 

 MOIR-ENGELHARDT, Winnie  05/30 

 DRYER, Pete  05/31 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 May Anniversaries 

                    

  

  

 

 

 
 

 LUNDAHL, Dave & Linda (48) 05/05 

 NICHOLS, Gary & Marcia (48) 05/05 

 BENNETT, Gary & Renee (50) 05/08 

 ANDERSON, Sharon & Charles (59) 05/09 

 ENGEL, Larry & Goldie-Anne (28) 05/15 

 LOMAX, Daniel & Jody (26) 05/18 

 MORNER, Smokey & Margaret (25) 05/18 

 CAIRNS, Rob & Sue (20) 05/19 

 

  

  
 

 

Stewardship Corner 

Through faith, we know that Jesus came to 

earth to be our sin-bearer.  In addition to 

leading the perfect life on our behalf and 

atoning for our sins, Jesus sent us the 

Counselor, the Spirit of truth, Who convicts 

us of sin and calls us to repentance and Who 

works in us through Word and Sacrament to 

mold us into Jesus’ image.  The Holy Spirit 

keeps us from rebellion and arrogance, and 

He opens our hearts and minds to God’s will 

for us and gives us willing spirits to love and 

obey Him.  May we always be open to the 

Holy Spirit’s guiding and leading. 

 

 

 

 

 

Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the LORD 

your God which He has given you. 
Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

April 

$304 

SEASON TOTAL 

January - December 

$1092 

 

  

 

May Birthdays 

Treasurer’s Report for April 2021 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $18,080 

 Offerings Needed:      $20,957 

                                                  -$2,877– short 
(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2021 

 Offerings Received YTD: $69,108 

 Offerings Needed YTD:   $83,828 

                                                    -$14,720- short 



 

 May 2021 at SOTH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

 
 

The Tuesday Men’s Bible Study and the Wednesday & Thursday Women’s 
Bible Studies have been cancelled for the summer. 

 

       1 

2            
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 

 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

3 
 
 

4 

 

5 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

Online Bible Study - click on  
following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

6 
 
 

7 8 

9                   Mother’s Day 
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 

 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

10 11 

 
9:00am – 1:00pm Pastor’s        
                 Circuit Meeting 
 

12             
 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

 
Online Bible Study - click on 
following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

13       Ascension of  
              Our Lord 
 
 
 
4:00pm Ascension  
                Service 
 
 

14 15 

16 
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 

 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

17 18 

 
10:00am Council Meeting 

19 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

Online Bible Study - click on following 
link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

20 
 
 

21 22 

23                   Pentecost       
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

24 25 

 
 

26 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 

Online Bible Study - click on following 
link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

27 28 29 

30 
8:15am   Adult Bible Study 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 

5:00pm Potluck Dinner 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - 
click on following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube  

Mite Box Collection 

31    Memorial Day 
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