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Thoughts from Pastor Stites
Easter & Spring: The Beginning of the New Creation
[The Lord] made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting.” (Ps 104:19)
I remember a beautiful image from my field work in Seminary, at Good Shepherd in Arnold, MO.
Every spring, a bright yellow cross would emerge from the green lawn. Daffodils had been planted in
the shape of a cross in the lawn, and most of the year, you have no clue it is there, but come spring, the
flowers would grow, and you would see a beautiful cross. And if the timing was right, it would appear
just in time for Easter.
If you think about it, it is fitting that Christ rose from the dead in the spring. Spring has always
been seen as the time of new life, coming out of the cold and darkness of winter. Where there was
nothing but “death,” life emerges. And Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, is the beginning of the
NEW creation, emerging from the grave, and will raise all the faithful to eternal life in Paradise.
But what if you are in the SOUTHERN hemisphere? Easter is in the fall, as the world is getting
colder, leaves start turning, etc. If anything, you are looking to the end of life, not the beginning of NEW
life. Or are you? When you are in the fall or twilight of your life, and you yourself are looking toward
your own death, what hope is there EXCEPT in Christ’s resurrection? In the southern hemisphere, you
can still find a reminder of the Holy Day in the world around us.
Now I am not saying that nature itself is anything compared to the written Word of God, but when
the faithful look at the world around us, we can see not only the beauty of the world that God created,
but nature itself can call to remembrance what God has done and will do. For example, any time it rains
(a true rarity in the desert), you remember how God sent a flood and saved believing Noah, to re-create
the world. Not only that, we are reminded of our baptism, where God poured out His love and mercy,
washing away our sin, and giving us new life.
I encourage you to take a moment, every once in a while, to reflect upon the wonders of creation,
and see how they can stand as these beautiful reminders of the grace and mercy of God. Again, this is
not a replacement for the written Word of God, but rather more like a road-sign, calling you to remember
all that God has done.
O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all; … May my
meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD. … Bless the LORD, O my soul! Praise
the LORD!” (Ps 104:24, 34–35)
Pastor Jonathan Stites

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published. Please use the church directory or
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event*

Holy Week Services
Learning to Pray the Psalms
- Lenten Series
Maundy Thursday: April 1st @ 4:00pm & 7:00pm
Good Friday: April 2nd @ 4:00pm & 7:00pm
Easter Sunday: April 4th @ 8:00am & 10:30am
Online Services & Bible Studies
We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies to our
YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t feel comfortable attending at
this time. You may click on the following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page
or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube.
Bible Studies:
Every Sunday morning @ 9:15am, in the Fellowship Hall.
Every Wednesday @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall.
Online Bible Study will continue to be uploaded to YouTube
every Wednesday. See above for link.
For the time being, the Women’s Bible Study will be held at SOTH.
Thursday, April 1st @ 9:00am @ SOTH.
Wednesday, April 7th @ 7:30am @ SOTH.
Thursday, April 15th @ 9:00am @ SOTH.
Wednesday, April 21st @ 7:30am @ SOTH.

LWML Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, April 14th @ 11:00am w/ brown bag lunch.

I want to thank everyone that helped with “Quilting for the Needy”. Even though we couldn’t meet as
a large group this year we made 45 quilts. Many of the quilt tops were made at home over the summer.
In January and February, three of us got together on Monday mornings to put them together. Several
ladies would pick them up during the week and tie them at home. The quilts will be given to Jessie’s
Closet, Hospice, and Catholic charities Safe House. We also had 24 leftover that weren’t distributed
last year. If anyone would like to donate quilt tops for next year, please see Sharie Jasper, Esther or Em
Foster. We would love to include more people in the project. Hopefully we can meet together next fall
to enjoy fellowship as well as working on this project. We also had one afghan donated by a friend of
Joyce Viether.
Our next LWML meeting is April 14th @ 11:00am. Please join us. If anyone is still interested in the
National Convention in Lexington, KY on June 24-27 the registration forms are on the LWML.org
website. Sharie Jasper

Pictured:
Front- Paulette Huber, Esther Foster, Ora
Kuebler, Sharie Jasper
Back- Kathy Richardson, Em Foster, Judy
Mueller
Not pictured: Sylvia Whitman

On His way to Galilee, Jesus called Philip to be one of His 12 disciples. After receiving Jesus’ call, Philip,
pleased to be a disciple, told his friend, Nathanael, that he had found Jesus of Nazareth, the person whom
Moses and all the prophets had foretold in the Old Testament. Nathaniel responded, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). Philip responded, “Come and see.” Jesus calls us to be like Philip
and to say to our families, co-workers, neighbors, friends, and all people, “Come and see.” As God’s
people, we have been given a wonderful privilege and a responsibility to be the hands, feet, and mouth
for Jesus. We are His instruments through whom He works so others can hear the Good News of the
Gospel.
In our conversations, we could use the words “come and see” in many different ways. When we acquire
new furniture, a dress, or a car, we may say, “Come and see.” How much more important it is that we
ask others to “come and see” Jesus as He has revealed Himself to us in His Word. We have the
opportunity to introduce people to Jesus Who has given the world the greatest miracle that has ever
occurred. Jesus, the Son of Man, condescended to come to earth to live as one of us, to be humiliated and
die for the sake of those He loves, and then to rise victoriously, the “firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). This miracle is one to be shouted from the housetops, for it is meant for
all humankind. Christ has died for our sins and risen again so that we might live forever with Him. We
are called to go and invite people to “come and see” who Jesus is and what He has done for us. We invite
people, and the Holy Spirit does the rest.
So why are we often hesitant to invite people to “come and see” Jesus? Do we fear we’ll be rejected?
That we won’t have the answers to questions we’re asked? That we’ll look foolish? All these things may
happen but that’s God’s business. Not everybody is going to want what we have to offer, but many do.
Our task is to invite, “Come and see.” If we love God, we will love His people (1 John 4:20), and, if we
love people, we will be compelled to witness. Our love will overcome our discomfort. Our compassion
will overcome our inhibitions.
We should all be encouraged to pray that the Holy Spirit will make us aware of the opportunities He lays
before us, the people He places in our lives—people we know and sometimes complete strangers. As
Philip invited his friend, let us invite all who will listen, “Come and see.” The investment of our time and
effort will be an investment that pays eternal dividends.
(from Ron Chewning – Stewardship Builders)

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in April.
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING
March 16, 2021
Attendees: Jon Weeks, Kathy Richardson, Brad Erickson, Pastor Stites, Kelly Hinrichs, Sue Cairns,
Shannon Cady, Dick Koppe, Bob Engelhardt
President Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
Pastor Stites opened with prayer.
Secretary’s Report: Minutes from the February 16, 2021 meeting were reviewed. Bob Engelhardt moved
to accept the Minutes. Brad Erickson seconded. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Jon Weeks noted that income is down from last year. Sue Cairns moved to accept the
Treasurer’s Report. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor stated that we are in the middle of Lent and this is a busy season for him. This is
also the time that winter visitors start to leave. We wish them well and look forward to their return next
season. Maundy Thursday and Good Friday service times will be 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. The future
relaxation of Covid-19 restrictions was discussed. Pastor commented that this will not happen prior to
Easter. The Council discussed possible ways to manage relaxation of restrictions. It is important to discuss
this going forward so that we are ready to implement plans when allowed.
President’s Report: No Report.
Vice President’s Report: No report.
Elders Report: Dick Koppe reported that the Elders had made 30 or more calls during the month.
Trustees Report: Bob Engelhardt commented that he had no report except to say that it was good to be
at the meeting.
Evangelism Report: Esther Foster reported that the Committee had been planning to support base families
with an Adopt a Family for Easter ministry, but word was received through MCAS Chapel Pantry that
families are doing well with the help of the stimulus checks and the Easter Family support was not needed.
The Committee will continue to send out greeting cards. They are hoping to make personal visits with
people when restrictions are lightened. Esther also commented that cards are a good connect with those
not able to join us this year. Dick Koppe asked if gift bags are still available for newcomers or visitors.
Discussion followed on greeting newcomers and how best to make contact when they enter the church.
Kelly suggested that one possibility would be using the sound booth as a visitor station.
Stewardship Report: Sue Cairns reported to the Council on the mailing of annual giving statements.
Education Report: No report.
Administrative: Kelly Hinrichs advised that in March the Thrivent (Thrivent Choice) check should have been
$481, but they erroneously sent $581. Kelly received an email from Thrivent about the mistake, Thrivent
chose to donate the extra $100 to SOTH because of the current trying times. Kelly further advised that
CenturyLink which we use for Phone and internet, has raised their rates going back to January. Kelly has
filed a dispute with CenturyLink on the back charges. CenturyLink is $12 a month higher than our previous
provider but their service is much faster. Also, with the previous provider Pastor Stites could not upload
Church services which is especially important during the pandemic. Sign-in at the Voters Meeting will be
the same as at the December meeting. Rob and Sue Cairns will help Kelly with this. President Weeks stated
that only revisions to the By-Laws need to be presented at the meeting. The proposed revisions had been
emailed or copies given to members.
***continued on next page***

Old Business: None
New Business: President Weeks brought up for discussion, possible repairs to the Church roof and fascia
board. Brad Erickson stated that the fascia board had rotted. Brad repainted it but thinks the whole fascia
board needs to be replaced. Other concerns with the roof were discussed. Bob Engelhardt will be
contacting a roofer to find out what work needs to be done and get an estimate. If the roofer says that
the roof needs to be replaced, discussion on financing options will take place. The first step is to get a
quote from a roofer and a decision can be made after that.
Esther Foster asked if she could make an announcement at the end of the Voters Meeting to ask for help
with Altar duties since winter visitors who help will be leaving. She will have a sign-up sheet available and
is looking for dependable volunteers to cover duties for a month at a time.
Sue Cairns moved to adjourn. Bob Engelhardt seconded. Motion passed.
President Jon adjourned the meeting at 10:50 a.m.
Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer.

______________________________________________________________
To be reviewed and approved at the Voters’ Meeting in December.
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
VOTERS’ MEETING
Sunday, March 21, 2021
President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
Pastor Stites opened with prayer. There were 33 voting members in attendance.
Secretary’s Report: Copies of the Minutes from the December 20, 2020 Voters’ Meeting were distributed
for review. Sharie pointed out that under New Business “by-pass” wording should be changed. President
Jon suggested using “revise” instead. Sharie moved to approve the Minutes as corrected. Brenda West
seconded. Motion Carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Copies of the February Treasurer’s Report were reviewed. President Jon observed
that giving is down and expenses are up. We need to keep our eyes on the ball and help with extra giving
if you are so moved. Tom Mueller moved to accept the report. Marie Thompson seconded. Motion
carried.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Stites stated that no changes will be made to Covid restrictions prior to Easter.
The challenge going forward is to balance what is best for all concerned. He recommended that
discussion continue in the coming months and to contact your Elder if you have a recommendation.
President’s Report: President Jon echoed Pastor’s comments. We need to use common sense and
continue with social distancing. Some day we will hopefully get back to normalcy.
Vice President’s Report: No report
Elder’s Report: Dick Koppe reported that some Elders are now leaving for the summer. The Elders are all
doing a good job and their efforts are appreciated.
Trustee’s Report: Concerns regarding the church roof were shared. A professional roofer will be looking
at the roof and the fascia damage that occurred because there is no drip edge. A report on this will be
presented at the next Voters’ meeting. President Jon reported that $2,500 had been budgeted for
replacing parking lot lights. They were fixed at a much lower cost by a member.
Evangelism Report: Esther Foster reported that the committee is continuing to send out birthday and
anniversary cards to members. Being in touch with people and making calls is especially important
during the pandemic.
***continued on next page***

The clothing drive was a success with 28 boxes collected. The job appropriate clothing went to Crossroad
Missions and children’s underwear to Jessie’s Closet. Also 35 quilts were given to Crossroad Missions.
The Thanksgiving food drive and gift cards for Christmas for MCAS Chapel Pantry were both successes.
The Evangelism Committee planned to support MCAS families with an Adopt a Family for Easter, but
word was received that families are doing well with help of the stimulus checks. YPG Army Base will be
contacted to see if they have any needs. Outreach to the community is important. On another subject,
Esther announced that helpers are desperately needed for altar guild duties. She has a sign-up sheet
with her today for volunteers to cover one month at a time. It is important to get more people involved
in this service. Please see her to sign up.
Stewardship Report: Sue Cairns reported that the 2022 contribution envelopes were ordered in January
at a discount. They will be warehoused and delivered in October. Because of the decrease in members,
envelopes numbering to 75 have been ordered. If you have a number over 75, you will receive a new
number in 2022. Sue also commented that if you would like a year-end contribution statement but do
not have an envelope, contact Kelly or herself and they will assign you a number that you can write on
your checks which allows you to receive an annual statement.
Administrative Report: No report
Old Business: None
New Business: President Jon advised that By-Law revisions are being made because membership is
reduced, and the Council is trying to simplify them. Karly Dockter stated that both the President and Vice
President positions say “male. Pastor Stites stated that he biblically looks to Paul for direction. The
matter of disciplining a pastor is the only big issue for having a male in those offices. Dick Koppe asked
what happens if no one steps forward for these jobs, the position still needs to be filled. It is getting
harder to find people in general to fill positions. President Jon stated that he is not opposed to this
change. Bev Ferguson asked if this revision needs to go to Council. Pastor said that changes can be made
on the floor. Karly Dockter moved that under Section VII: Duties of Officer for both President and Vice
President the word “Male” be removed from these positions. Emmo Foster seconded. Motion carried
with a majority vote. Dick Koppe moved that the By-Law revisions be approved. Karly Dockter seconded.
Motion carried with a majority vote. President Jon advised that the revised By-Laws will be submitted to
District for approval.
Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 a.m.
Pastor Stites led the Lord’s Prayer.

______________________________________________________________
Dear SOTH family,
Thank you for your prayers, calls, cards, and notes. They are
appreciated with all our hearts. Our lives changed so dramatically
in one hour in May 2020, that it has only been through God's power,
grace and mercy, we have been able to keep going through all the
challenges past, present, and yet to come. Your prayers continue to
uphold us every day. May God continue to bless you and SOTH as
you bring God's message of salvation to others. It is our hope to
worship once again with you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Linda and Arlen Stange

April Anniversaries

April Birthdays

KUEBLER, Ervin & Ora (8) 04/06
ENGELHARDT, Bob

04/06

LARSON, Christopher

04/07

MOSLEY, Evelyn

04/07

SMITH, Darlene

04/07

MORNER, Margaret

04/10

TUDOR, Virgil

04/14

WEEKS, Jon

04/18

FOOD BANK

HARRISON, Bob

04/24

March
$270

POST, Martha

04/28

KOPPE, Dick & Barb (56)

04/24

ABEL, Erv & Lu (67)

04/25

BASTIAN, Kathy (47)

04/26

SEASON TOTAL
January - December

$788

Every man shall give as he is able, according
to the blessing of the LORD your God which
He has given you.
Deuteronomy 16:17

Stewardship Corner
In 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, the Apostle Paul writes
that we are “servants of Christ…entrusted
with the secret things of God.” How God
honors us! It is not, however, honor without
responsibility, for he continues, “Now it is
required that those who have been given a
trust must prove faithful.” Scripture is clear
about what God’s will for us is. He has given
us gifts to be used for building up the Church
and for reaching out to the lost. It is our task,
as His hands, feet, and mouth to be using all
our gifts in order to share the secret things of
God with a lost world.

Treasurer’s Report for March 2021
General Fund
Offerings Received: $16,906
Offerings Needed: $20,957
-$4,051– short
(The Offerings Needed per month is the
Annual Budget divided by 12)

Fiscal Year to Date 2021
Offerings Received YTD: $51,028
Offerings Needed YTD: $62,871
-$11,843 - short

April 2021 at SOTH
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

*Depending on attendance we may be switching to our summer schedule w/
Bible Study @ 8:15am & Worship @ 9:30am some time in April. We will send
an email out to let everyone know when this change will occur.
4
Easter Sunday
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

5

6
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am Elder’s Meeting

Online Service available after 1:00pm
- click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page
11
*8:00am Worship w/ Communion
*9:15am Adult Bible Study
*10:30am Worship w/ Communion

1
Maundy Thursday
9:30am Women’s Bible Study
@ SOTH
4:00pm Maundy Thursday
Service
7:00pm Maundy Thursday
Service
8

FRIDAY
2

Good Friday

SATURDAY
3

4:00pm Good Friday
Service
7:00pm Good Friday
Service
9

10

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

Online Bible Study - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page
12

13
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am – 1:00pm Pastor’s
Circuit Meeting

Online Service available after 1:00pm
- click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page

14

15

9:30am Adult Bible Study
11:00am LWML Monthly Meeting
w/ brown bag lunch

9:30am Women’s Bible Study
@ SOTH

Online Bible Study - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page

18
*8:00am Worship w/ Communion
*9:15am Adult Bible Study
*10:30am Worship w/ Communion
Online Service available after 1:00pm
- click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page

19

25
*8:00am Worship w/ Communion
*9:15am Adult Bible Study
*10:30am Worship w/ Communion
Online Service available after 1:00pm
- click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page

26

Mite Box Collection

7
7:30am Women’s Bible Study
@ SOTH
9:30am Adult Bible Study

THURSDAY

20
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
10:00am Council Meeting

21
7:30am Women’s Bible Study
@ SOTH
9:30am Adult Bible Study
Online Bible Study - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page

27
8:00am Men’s Bible Study

28
9:30am Adult Bible Study
Online Bible Study - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page

