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Thoughts from Pastor Stites

Hope or Despair?

“Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have given me relief when
I was in distress. Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!” (Ps 4:1)
This month we will “celebrate” the one-year anniversary of the lockdown,
something many of us once thought unimaginable, yet now many of us wonder if there
will ever be a “normal” again. For a year, we have been praying to God to bring an end to
not just this disease, but for an end to a life ruled by fear and paranoia. The question on
everyone’s mind, “Is there a light at the end of the tunnel, or are we in for many more
months, if not years of the same?”
The good news is that there is a hope. Every day, more and more people in our
congregation, city, and country are getting vaccinated, easing tensions and fears. And
seeing the average age of our congregation, SOTH may reach a degree of herd immunity
long before the rest of the country. So, while it may be months before our city, state, and
country resume normal life, we may be able to relax our precautions sooner rather than
later. This will certainly be open for discussion and debate in the coming weeks. We long
for the days that the faithful gather together without fear.
Of course, one could ask the question, have we become too comfortable with the
“new normal”? While I understand that there were good reasons for the decisions and
precautions we made early on, are they still valid reasons or are they excuses? For
example, those who have stayed home, are you eager to return to Church once you are
vaccinated, or have you become more accustomed to having Church at home? We were
all heart-broken when the Church cooperated with the lockdown, but now as hope is on
the horizon, is there another reason to keep these extreme measures indefinitely?
While I may have a say over the practices at Church, only you can make the decision
if attending Church is safe or not for you. But no matter what you do in life, there is always
risk, and now with the vaccine, the risk of a severe infection is going down. Is that enough
to remain home? Can we relax our restrictions, or do we need to remain vigilant?
No matter what, we will continue to pray for God to bring us through this dark time,
and to deliver us from this terrible illness. And I ask that you begin to hope in the brighter
day that will one day come.
Pastor Jonathan Stites

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published. Please use the church directory or
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event*

Learning to Pray the Psalms
- Lenten Series
Midweek Lenten Services
Midweek services: Wednesday’s @ 4:00pm
March 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th
Maundy Thursday & Good Friday: TBD
Online Services & Bible Studies
We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible Studies to our
YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t feel comfortable attending at
this time. You may click on the following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page
or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” on YouTube.
Bible Studies:
Every Sunday morning @ 9:15am, in the Fellowship Hall.
Every Wednesday @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall.
Online Bible Study will continue to be uploaded to YouTube
every Wednesday. See above for link.
For the time being, the Women’s Bible Study will be held at SOTH.
Wednesday, March 3rd @ 7:30am @ SOTH.
Thursday, March 4th @ 9:30am @ SOTH.
Wednesday, March 17th @ 7:30am @ SOTH.
Thursday, March 18th @ 9:30am @ SOTH.
Voters’ Meeting
Sunday, March 21st @ 9:15am (between services)
We will be voting on approving our revised By-laws.
A copy of the revised By-laws was emailed to all members & associate members
to review before the meeting. If you would like a printed copy instead, please
contact Kelly in the church office.
LWML Monthly Meeting
There will be no meeting in March.

The Evangelism team is on a mission to stay connected with
our Church family. We are remembering them with birthday
cards, get well cards and anniversary cards as well as phone
calls.
Recently, we had the opportunity to listen to Charlene tell us about
life at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma. There are many families with
many needs. We’ve helped them with a food drive and gift cards.
Easter is fast approaching and we have decided to adopt a family
and provide a meal for them on Easter Sunday. Our team
acknowledges our Lord’s command to help and feed anyone in
need. This family is not the only one in need, so if you are wanting
to be involved, contact any one of us and we will give you the name
of a family to sponsor.
God’s Blessings,
Esther, Em & Barb

In February we held a clothing drive to donate clothes to those in need to look for
employment and also for socks and underwear for children. We collected 28 boxes
of clothing to donate to Crossroads Mission and to Jesse’s Closet. Thank you to
everyone for your donations!

_______________________________________________________________

Palm fronds are needed for our Chancel
for Palm Sunday (March 28th). If you have
any you could donate, please let the
church office know.

We would also like to have some Palm
Crosses to hand out on Palm Sunday. If you
have any Fan Palm fronds that you could
donate, it would be greatly appreciated.
Also, if you are interested in making the
Crosses you can follow the directions to
the right or look online for more
instructions. Crosses can be brought in any
time before Palm Sunday (March 28th).

______________________________________________________________

Easter Lilies
Last year we had many sign up to
purchase Easter lilies. Since we
had closed because of Covid,
they were never purchased. We
will instead get them this Easter.
If you signed up last year but
want to change the dedication,
please contact Kelly in the
church office.

A belated Thank You to Pete Dryer for the
beautiful fireplace he made for the
Chancel for Christmas and for repainting
our flagpole and our new flag!

Thank
you
to
Cal
Richardson for replacing
our parking lot lights with
LEDS (and saving the
church a big expense), for
fixing our crosses on the
east side of the church and
for all the odds and ends
he has done for us.

Thank You to Erv Abel for
repainting the curbs in our
parking lot!

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in March
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING
February 16, 2021
Attendees: Jon Weeks, Kathy Richardson, Brad Erickson, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs,
Sue Cairns, Shannon Cady, Dick Koppe, Barb Koppe
President Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
Pastor Stites opened with prayer.
Secretary’s Report: Minutes from the January 19, 2021 meeting were reviewed. Sue Cairns moved to
accept the Minutes. Brad Erickson seconded. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Kelly stated that the Balance Sheet next month will include two Memorial
donations of $25.00 each for Tammy Knolle and Gary Penrod. In reply to a question about the use of
memorial funds, Sharie stated they come under the Council and are mostly used for Altar needs. Dick
Koppe moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor stated that tomorrow is the beginning of Lent and he has been gearing up for
the season. Pastor has been working on a system for the sanitary distribution of ashes using Q-tips.
President’s Report: No Report.
Vice President’s Report: Brad Erickson thanked Cal Richardson for taking care of the roof issues that
he had not been able to get up on the roof to fix. Brad also thanked Cal for replacing parking lot lights
and other fixes around the Church.
Elders Report: Dick Koppe reported that the Elders had made 60 plus calls during the month. Total
attendance at last Sunday’s services was 36 at first and 43 at second. There is concern about members
settling in to attending services via the internet. Pastor Stites was also encouraged to take some time
off as he needs it. This has been hard to do during the pandemic.
Trustees Report: Kelly Hinrichs noted that during the last rain the soffit at the front of the church had
filled with water. The wood underneath appears to be rotted. Jay is supposed to come and inspect
the soffit but has not so far. Jon Weeks noted that we need to get this taken care of sooner than later.
Sue Cairns has the name of a maintenance person, Larry Jones; she will get his number to Kelly. Kelly
has been keeping Bob Engelhardt informed of issues arising and work being done. Dick Koppe
commented that it is nice that we are getting some volunteers to do repairs and maintenance. Thanks
also to Erv Abel for painting the parking lot curbs.
Evangelism Report: Barb Koppe said that the Evangelism Committee had sent out 16 birthday and
anniversary cards for February. The clothing drive ended on Sunday and 28 boxes had been collected.
Crossroads Mission is coming tomorrow at 9:00 a.m. to pick up the boxes. The Committee will be
distributing a cross with a nail on Good Friday and “Christ is Risen” magnets on Easter. A Christmas
project is being planned and the LWML will assist with it. The giving project will be to residents of
smaller nursing homes and our own shut ins. Christmas stockings will be made throughout the year
and then filled with a gift and personal items.
Stewardship Report: No report.
Education Report: No report.
Administrative: Kelly advised that the $2,400 check from Verizon had been received. Their payments
are now current.
*** Continued on next page ***

Old Business: Proposed revisions to the By-Laws had been emailed to the Council. Kelly received a
few corrections. If there are any further changes, please contact Kelly as soon as possible. The
proposed Amendments will be sent to the congregation in the coming week. If anyone needs a copy,
they should contact Kelly. Dick Koppe moved to accept the By-Laws as amended. Sharie Jasper
seconded. Motion carried. The Amended By-Laws will be voted on at the March 21 Voters’ Meeting.
Following approval at the Meeting, the Amended By-Laws will be forwarded to District for approval.
New Business: None.
Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion passed.
President Jon adjourned the meeting at 10:25 a.m.
Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer.

_______________________________________________________________
Spending Time with God
(from Ron Chewning – Stewardship Builders)
Many of us can relate to Martha, who, in the process of doing
good things to honor her Lord, found herself too busy to
spend time with Him. Jesus wasn’t happy about that, nor is
He pleased when we wear ourselves out, even if it’s in service
to Him, and are too tired for daily devotions and prayer and
sometimes even weekly worship with fellow believers. Jesus
Himself, with only three years to accomplish His mission,
took time for rest and relaxation with friends and time for communion with His Father. He
invites us, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew
11:28). Take Him up on His offer!
Prayer: Lord, grant me faith and wisdom that prompt me to spend time each and every day
reading Your life-saving Word and in prayer with You. Place in me right habits that cause me
to prioritize my time so I have moments with You. May all I do give You praise and glory. In
Your precious name I pray. Amen.

Joyce Bieber would like to
thank everyone for their
prayers. Praise God, her
surgery went well and she
is in rehab. Please continue
to pray for healing.

March Birthdays

March Anniversaries

CARLSON, Shirley

03/02

RICHARDSON, Cal & Kathy (32) 03/18

HINRICHS, Paul

03/02

BASSETT, Ron & Cindy

03/29

HINRICHS, Paul & Kelly (31)

03/31

SCHLOTHAUER, Don 03/07
HALL, Thomas

03/08

MOSLEY, Don

03/08

HALL, Karen

03/13

APPELDOORN, Pat

03/17

FOOD BANK

BELAU, Marilyn

03/18

GRAHAM, Debbie

03/22

February
$259

BASTIAN, Kathy

03/31

DRYER, Pete

03/31

SEASON TOTAL
January - December

$518

Every man shall give as he is able, according
to the blessing of the LORD your God which
He has given you.
Deuteronomy 16:17

Stewardship Corner
In 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, the Apostle Paul writes
that we are “servants of Christ…entrusted
with the secret things of God.” How God
honors us! It is not, however, honor without
responsibility, for he continues, “Now it is
required that those who have been given a
trust must prove faithful.” Scripture is clear
about what God’s will for us is. He has given
us gifts to be used for building up the Church
and for reaching out to the lost. It is our task,
as His hands, feet, and mouth to be using all
our gifts in order to share the secret things of
God with a lost world.

Treasurer’s Report for January 2021
General Fund
Offerings Received: $19,554
Offerings Needed: $20,957
-$1,403 – short
(The Offerings Needed per month is the
Annual Budget divided by 12)

Fiscal Year to Date 2021
Offerings Received YTD: $34,122
Offerings Needed YTD: $41,941
-$7,819 - short

March 2021 at SOTH
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY
2
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am Elder’s Meeting
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities- Cancelled

7
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

8

Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page

14
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

15

Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page

9
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities-Cancelled
9:00am – 1:00pm Pastor’s Circuit
Meeting

16
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities-Cancelled
10:00am Council Meeting

21
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Voters’ Meeting
10:30am Worship w/ Communion
Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page

22

28
Palm Sunday
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion
Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page
Mite Box Collection

29

23
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities-Cancelled

WEDNESDAY
3
7:30am Women’s Bible Study @ SOTH
9:30am Adult Bible Study

4

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

26

27

9:30am Women’s
Bible Study @ SOTH

4:00pm Midweek Lenten Service
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page
10
9:30am Adult Bible Study
11:00am LWML Meeting – cancelled
4:00pm Midweek Lenten Service
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page
17
St. Patrick’s Day
7:30am Women’s Bible Study @ SOTH
9:30am Adult Bible Study

9:30am Women’s
Bible Study @ SOTH

4:00pm Midweek Lenten Service
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page
24
9:30am Adult Bible Study
4:00pm Midweek Lenten Service
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page

30

THURSDAY

31
9:30am Adult Bible Study
4:00pm Midweek Lenten Service
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page

25

