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Thoughts from Pastor Stites
Learn to Pray the Psalms
You have heard that the Book of Psalms is the ancient hymnbook of the Jews and later early
Church. But it is also the PRAYER-book, teaching us how to pray, and when we don’t know what words
to say, they give us the very words to pray. It is a valuable tool for the faithful, one that is somewhat
neglected.
Everyone knows Psalm 23, and a few other select psalms and individual verses, but the majority
of the Psalter is less familiar and rarely used. That is why as we begin the season of Lent this month, we
take some time to examine some of these more obscure psalms and types of psalms that most people
either refuse to touch or simply don’t know exist.
For example, how are we to pray: “Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones and dashes them
against the rock!” (Ps 137:9) I am not joking, go ahead and look this up yourself! How are we to pray
psalms that may seem blasphemous? How are we to give honor and glory to God, when we find no joy
in our lives? What wisdom is there to be found in these hymns and prayers? What can we learn about
God, life, worship, and so much more? Are they simply the words of the saints, or does God speak
through them?
I am going to be teaching you how you can pray these difficult psalms, so that you can make use
of the entire Psalter, not just the joyous hymns of praise. For it is my hope to open this ancient and rich
treasury of hymns and prayers, to equip you with the tools to grow in faith.
And along with this, I present to you A CHALLENGE! In conjunction with this series, I invite
you to join me in reading ALL 150 Psalms over the season of Lent. If we start a little early, on
Transfiguration Sunday, February 14, we can easily read all 150 Psalms by Easter Sunday. All you have
to do is read/pray/sing 3 Psalms a day, one in the morning, one at midday, and one in the evening. During
this penitential season, as we strive to leave our sin behind, and live the righteous life God had called us
to live, striving to go through these holy words will be a worthwhile challenge for us all. Besides, Martin
Luther used to go through all 150 every week, 50 days is more than enough time for us today.
Until we begin that new series, contemplate and pray the following from Psalm 119:169-176:
“Let my cry come before you, O LORD; give me understanding according to your word! Let my plea
come before you; deliver me according to your word. My lips will pour forth praise, for you teach me
your statutes. My tongue will sing of your word, for all your commandments are right. Let your hand be
ready to help me, for I have chosen your precepts. I long for your salvation, O LORD, and your law is
my delight. Let my soul live and praise you, and let your rules help me. I have gone astray like a lost
sheep; seek your servant, for I do not forget your commandments.
Pastor Jonathan Stites

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published. Please use the church directory or
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event*

Learning to Pray the Psalms
- Lenten Series
Midweek Lenten Services
Ash Wednesday: February 17th @ 4:00pm
Midweek services: Wednesday’s @ 4:00pm
February 24th, March 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th
Maundy Thursday & Good Friday: TBD

Online Services & Bible Studies
We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible
Studies to our YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t
feel comfortable attending at this time. You may click on
the following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page
or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” in YouTube.
Bible Studies:
Every Sunday morning @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall.
Every Wednesday @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall.
Online Bible Study will continue to be uploaded to YouTube
every Wednesday. See above for link.
For the time being, the Women’s Bible Study will be held at SOTH.
Wednesday, February 3rd @ 7:30am @ SOTH.
Thursday, February 4th @ 9:30am @ SOTH.
Wednesday, February 17th @ 7:30am @ SOTH.
Thursday, February 18th @ 9:30am @ SOTH.
LWML Monthly Meeting w/ brown bag lunch
Wednesday, February 10th
@ 11:00am

What is our Mission?
God expects all of us to know what
we should do. We are to reach out
to everyone with the gospel. Each
day is important to all of us, but
even more to God, as His children
and followers. When Jesus walked
this earth, He had the same
challenges we have. Let’s meet
our challenges and trials along
with our fears head on as we
spread the Word to bring others to
Christ.
SOTH Evangelism Team

__________________________________________________________

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in February.
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING
January 19, 2021
Attendees: Jon Weeks, Kathy Richardson, Brad Erickson, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Kelly
Hinrichs, Shannon Cady, Rob Cairns, Sue Cairns, Esther Foster
President Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
Pastor Stites opened with prayer.
Cal Richardson made a presentation on replacing the parking area lights. He commented he had
been present at the Voters meeting when this was a budget item. A quote for $2,400 had been
received from Yuma Electric. He was concerned about the cost and called other companies. On
the lights, Superior Lighting has 100-watt lights on sale for $59 each. Rather than change heads,
which was included in original estimate, they can probably be retrofitted for much less. He also
checked with three companies on Boom Rentals which is the largest cost involved. The various
estimates from these companies were presented, copy attached. Cal recommended renting the
boom from Sun Rental as they are least expensive. Jon Weeks asked for bottom line. The bottom
line is around $700 We need six lights but should probably get seven to be safe. Before ordering
lights and boom Cal will recheck estimates he received.
Sharie made a motion to let Cal
Richardson take care of the light change out with a budget of around $900. Seconded by Brad. If
he needs to go over the $900, he should let Council know. Motion approved. Pastor said that it
would be good to have light project done prior to Ash Wednesday service on February 17.
Secretary’s Report: The Minutes from the December 15, 2020 meeting were reviewed. Sharie
Jasper had a correction under Stewardship Report. New counters will be vetted by Pastor not
approved by him. Correction to Kathy Richardson’s name; spelling is with a K not a C. Sue Cairns
moved to accept the Minutes as corrected. Sharie Jasper seconded. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Sharie stated that funds had been transferred from our LCEF account to the
National Bank account to meet payments to Synod and Adopt-A-Student. The Balance Sheet now
reflects the property donated by a member and is included at $125,000 since an appraisal has not
yet been made. Jon Weeks said that after seeing the property, the value will be more. Jon Weeks
noted that this report is for year-end 2020. Esther Foster moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.
Sue Cairns seconded. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor reported that Lent begins February 17, 2021 with Easter on April 4, 2021.
He is planning on holding mid-week services. A decision has not yet been made about holding one
or two services mid-week. Sermon series will be on learning to pray the Psalms. Focus will not just
be on the easy/comforting ones but also the hard ones to pray. Pastor is working on being able to
distribute ashes in a safe manner. Continuing Covid safety issues were discussed. Pastor is thinking
of using Q-Tips with one used for each recipient and disposed. Pastor also commented that we are
probably going to be in this for another six plus months and dealing with restrictions going forward.
President’s Report: No Report
Vice President’s Report: Brad Erickson mentioned that back issues had prevented him from going
up on the roof as he had hoped to do. He is now better, and he will be getting up on the roof.

Elders Report: Rob Cairns filled in for Dick Koppe at the meeting. Elders made 43 calls and are still
evaluating people to fill Elder vacancies. Rob said that all Elder bases are being covered.
Trustees Report: No Report
Evangelism Report: Esther Foster reported that the Evangelism Committee met and discussed
in/outreach projects. Right now, a clothing collection is being held through February 14. Contacts
will be made for distribution of the items. Since we cannot have get-togethers right now, it was
decided to send out birthday, sympathy, and get-well cards to members. It is important that
everyone makes calls to let members know they are cared about. Even though people may not be
attending, it is important to let them know they are missed and remembered.
Stewardship Report: Sue Cairns reported that contribution envelopes for 2022 had been ordered.
There was a discount for ordering them early. They will be warehoused and shipped in October to
Kelly. In being cost conscious, 75 sets instead of 100 were ordered. They will be shipped to Kelly.
Sue and Kelly went through numbers and did some research on which numbers could be freed up.
There are currently nine online contributors. In 2022 envelope numbers will be reassigned to those
whose number is over 75. Sue also ordered deposit slips (150 for $70); they were last ordered two
years ago. She has been working on trimming the budget.
Administrative: Kelly contacted Verizon about the $2,400 owed to the Church and just received an
email from them that the check will be sent out tomorrow. Kelly is not sure if the Church will
qualify for the second round of the Payroll Protection Program. A requirement is having a 25% loss
within a certain time period. Our accountant will be looking into this.
Old Business: Proposed revisions to the By-Laws were reviewed. New issues were also taken
under account. Under page 3, C. Terms of Office- #2 is no longer needed since the Treasurer will
be elected for a two-year term rather than three. Treasurer’s position will now go up for election
the same as other offices. On page 6, item E -The Board of Parish Education will be taken out. Item
F will now become E. On page 5 under Section VIII, B. Board of Trustees, a change will be made
to include that the President can also enter into contracts in absence of the Trustee.
If the proposed revised by-laws are approved by the Voters at the March meeting, they will then
go to District for review and approval. The revised By-Laws will be gotten out to voters two weeks
prior to the March meeting to allow sufficient time for review and questions.
New Business: No report.
Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion passed.
President Jon adjourned the meeting at 10:55 a.m.
Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer.

February Birthdays

February Anniversaries

MOSLEY, Don & Evelyn (68)

02/07

BENNETT, Renee

02/06

STITES, Pastor Jonathan & Theresa (14) 02/09

STUART, Norma

02/10

HALL, Thomas & Karen (27)

02/12

WUNSCH, Nancy

02/11

LESPERANCE, Mike & Patty (39)

02/12

EINWAECHTER, Luella

02/14

ZEISS, Bob & Judy (36)

02/16

KOPPE, Barb

02/15

VIETHER, Joyce & Walt (6)

02/25

EINWAECHTER, James & Luella (23)

02/26

EINWAECHTER, Andrea 02/19
KEHLER, Bertha

02/19

SALVESON, Marlene

02/21

FOOD BANK

SANDERSON, Tom

02/23

RICHARDSON, Kathy

02/24

January
$259
SEASON TOTAL
January - December

$259

Stewardship Corner
It is impossible to give unselfishly without
being blessed in return. In Proverbs 3:10,
we are told that, when we give God our first
and best, “[our] barns will be filled with
plenty.” Proverbs 22:9 tells us, “A generous
man will himself be blessed, for he shares
his food with the poor.” Jesus tells us that
as we give it will be given back to us (Luke
6:38). God promises us through His Word
that He will bless those who give faithfully.
The blessings that we can be certain of are
spiritual blessings and, for some, financial
blessings as well. Giving is a blessing for
both the giver and the recipient.

Every man shall give as he is able, according
to the blessing of the LORD your God which
He has given you.
Deuteronomy 16:17

Treasurer’s Report for January 2021
General Fund
Offerings Received: $14,568
Offerings Needed: $20,957
-$6,389 – short
(The Offerings Needed per month is the
Annual Budget divided by 12)

Fiscal Year to Date 2021
Offerings Received YTD: $14,568
Offerings Needed YTD: $20,957
-$6,389 - short

February 2021 at SOTH
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY
2

8

Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page
14
Valentine’s Day
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Voters’ Meeting
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

15

Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page

21
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion
Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page
28
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion
Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on
following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page
Mite Box Collection

THURSDAY

3
7:30am Women’s Bible Study @ SOTH
9:30am Adult Bible Study
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page

4

9
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities-Cancelled
9:00am – 1:00pm Pastor’s Circuit
Meeting

10
9:30am Adult Bible Study
11:00am LWML Meeting w/ brown bag lunch

16
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities-Cancelled

17
Ash Wednesday
7:30am Women’s Bible Study @ SOTH
9:30am Adult Bible Study

8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am Elder’s Meeting
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities- Cancelled

7
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

WEDNESDAY

10:00am Council Meeting

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

26

27

9:30am Women’s
Bible Study @ SOTH

Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page

9:30am Women’s
Bible Study @ SOTH

4:00pm Ash Wednesday Service
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page

22

23
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities-Cancelled

24
9:30am Adult Bible Study
4:00pm Midweek Lenten Service
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page

25

