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 11201 East 38th Place 
Yuma, AZ 85367 

928-345-9694 
Email: 

Sothyuma@gmail.com 
Website: 

www.sothyuma.org 

2021 

Happy New Year??? 

 As we close out one of the most difficult years of our lives, many people are saying, “Good 

riddance!” to 2020, and welcoming 2021 with open arms.  There is great hope that things will get 

better, I mean, how could they get any worse?  But there are two ways to see this happening: the 

world could change or you could change. 

 The first option would be the simplest and easiest for all, have the whole world change to 

suit you, so that you can finally be happy.  In our case today, an end to covid, an end to all 

restrictions, a return to normalcy.  Isn’t that what we all want? 

 As Solomon said, “What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be 

done, and there is nothing new under the sun.” (Ecc 1:9) To expect that things will change 

overnight is foolish; we should expect months, if not years of the same challenges we have endured 

over the past year.  Besides, expecting the world to change to suit our needs is again foolish, for 

whose needs/wants should be prioritized?  And who is to say that this isn’t their ideal already? 

 The other option is to change yourself.  This is where the New Year’s resolution comes in, 

the declaration of what you want to change over the next year.  Problem with resolutions is that no 

one ever expects to fulfill them, you could try for a couple of weeks, but then most go back to the 

way things were.  Again, there is nothing new under the sun. 

 Of course, God does not call us to make small changes for a few weeks, He calls us to 

repent.  As Christ said, “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 

5:32) We are to look at our lives through this lens, examining our lives against God’s Law, striving 

to leave our sin behind, and live a righteous and holy life.  Rather than looking at possible 

resolutions that you may not follow through on, what sin(s) do you need to repent of?  What sins 

do you struggle with every day, that you know you should strive to repent from? Thus, you would 

be changing your life according to the will of God, not according to human tradition that no one 

expects you to follow.  

 That is at the heart of what we need to learn, not as we will, but as God wills.  We are to 

trust in God to guide and lead us through all things, especially during times we do not know or 

understand what God’s will is for our lives (like now).  And we are not to trust in the power of 

governments or princes to save and deliver us from all our troubles, rather, we look to Christ, who 

came the first time to win for us forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life, and He will return to end 

this world of suffering and death, and bring us into His eternal Kingdom, where He will wipe every 

tear from our eyes. 

 Just a little something to think about at the end of one year, and the beginning of a new one.  

God bless you today, tomorrow, and the whole year through. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or 
call the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event* 

 

      

Online Services & Bible Studies 
We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible 

Studies to our YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t 
feel comfortable attending at this time.  You may click on 

the following link:    
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page  

or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” in YouTube. 
 

 

For the time being, the Women’s Bible Study will be held at SOTH. 

Wednesday, January 6th @ 7:30am @ SOTH. 

Thursday, January 7th @ 9:30am @ SOTH. 

Wednesday, January 20th @ 7:30am @ SOTH. 

Thursday, January 21st @ 9:30am @ SOTH. 

 

 

Bible Studies: 

Every Sunday morning @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Every Wednesday @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Online Bible Study will continue to be uploaded to YouTube  
every Wednesday. See above for link. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

In December we collected gift cards for the MCAS Chapel Pantry.  Thanks to 

everyone’s generosity, we were able to bless them with $990 in gift cards ($500 of 

which came directly from our LWML).  We also donated 35 quilts.  Thank you to 

everyone that contributed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured:  Esther Foster, Charlene (from MCAS Chapel Pantry), Sharie Jasper 

 

We were also able to donate 35 quilts to Crossroads Mission during their 

 “Blankets for the Heart” Drive. 

 

 

 



 
                

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in January. 
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 
December 15 ,2020 

Attendees:  Jon Weeks, Beverly Ferguson, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs, Dick Koppe, Sue 
Cairns, Brad Erickson, Shannon Cady and Esther Foster. 

President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 11am. 

Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 

A member of the congregation has donated his property to the church which is valued at $125,000 to 
$165,000.  The member will live on the property and pay the utilities and taxes for about 5 years.  If or 
when the church sells the property, the cousin who lives next door would like to have the first 
opportunity to purchase the property.  He would pay $125,000 and $25,000 each year to pay the full 
amount.  

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes from the November 17th meeting were distributed.   Sharie Jasper 
moved to accept minutes.  Sue Cairns seconded.  Motion carried.           

Treasurer’s Report:  Copies of the November Income & Expense Report and Balance Sheet were 
distributed for review.   Sue Cairns moved to accept the treasurer's report.  Dick Koppe seconded.  Motion 
carried. 

Pastor’s Report:    He reported that the Synod is considering 3-year cycle.  They will send out ballot for 
the congregations to vote.  District would meet in 2022 and Synod in 2023.  Sharie Jasper moved to 
accept a 3-year cycle.  Sue Cairns seconded.  Motion carried.  

President’s Report:   President Jon reported that the floor in the fellowship hall and kitchen is finished.   
Roof shingles need to be repaired; Brad Erickson offered to repair the roof. 

Vice President’s Report:   Brad Erickson contacted Bob Engelhardt and he will run again as trustee. 

Elders Report:  Dick Koppe reported that they made 40 calls.   We are in need of more Elders.  All the 
Elders have returned from the north. 

Trustee’s Report:  Kelly reported that the parking lot lights need to be replaced with LED lights.  Bob got 
an estimate for $2,400.  After discussion it was decided to put it in the budget for next year. 

Evangelism Report:  Esther Foster reported that she continues to watch for visitors.  She suggested that 
we all call members to see if they are okay and tell them that we miss them.  Food donations for the 
MCAS was very good.  Later in the new year we will collect books for the MCAS library. 

Stewardship Report:  Sue Cairns reported that Shannon Cady volunteered to be assistant chairperson 
with her.  New counters will be appointed by Pastor. 

Education:  No report 

Administrative:  Kelly Hinrichs reported that Verizon is finally paying the back payments of $2,400. 

 Old Business:   None   

New Business:   $2,500 was added to the budget for the parking lot lights.  Sharie Jasper moved to present 
the amended budget to the congregation.  Sue Cairns seconded.  Motion carried.  Nominees for the 
election are:  Vice-President Brad Erickson, Cathy Richardson, Secretary and Bob Engelhardt, Trustee.  
Sharie Jasper moved to present those nominees to the congregation.  Sue Cairns seconded.  Motion 
carried.   Kelly Hinrichs suggested that we report shorts and longs for the budget finances in the 
newsletter.  Council agreed. 

Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn.  Sue Cairns seconded.  Motion passed. 

President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 12pm.  

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer. 



To be reviewed and approved at the Voters’ Meeting in March. 
 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
VOTERS’ MEETING 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
 

President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 9:15am. 

Pastor Stites opened with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report:  Copies of the Minutes from the October 25, 2020 Voters Meeting were 
distributed for review.  Esther Foster corrected the minutes to read that Emmo Foster is also on the 
evangelism committee.   Karly Docker moved to accept the amended minutes.   Sharie Jasper 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer's Report:  Copies of the November treasurer’s report were reviewed.   Sue Cairns moved to 
accept the report.  Dorothy Lenz seconded.  Motion carried.     

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor reported that the church functions will continue staying the same as it has 
been.   

President’s Report:  Jon Weeks reported that a member donated his property to the church and will 
continue paying the taxes and utilities for the next 5 years while living on the property.  A relative 
would like the first opportunity to buy the property when the church decides to sell.  We have 
received a new refrigerator from a member’s donation. 

Vice President’s Report:  No Report 

Elder’s Report:  Dick Koppe reported that they did about 90 calls.  All of the Elders have returned for 
the winter.  We are in need of more Elders.  Jim Einwaechter has resigned. 

Trustees Report:  President Jon reported that the fellowship hall and kitchen floors are finished. 

Evangelism Report:  Esther Foster will be meeting with her committee after the first of the year to see 
what direction to go.  She suggested that members call other members to see how they are doing and 
that we miss them 

Stewardship Report:   No report 

Education Report :  No report 

Administrative Report: No report 

Old Business: None 

New Business:  President Jon reported that the council has been working on revising the by-laws.  It 
is hard to get enough committee members so the council recommends that only the chairman be 
elected for each board and the chairman would appoint committee members.  Sharie Jasper moved 
to by-pass the by-laws concerning the election of committee chairman.  Joyce Viether seconded.  
Motion carried.  Election of officers- President presented the following people for election.  Brad 
Erickson for Vice-President, Cathy Richardson for Secretary, Bob Engelhardt for Trustee.  Joyce Viether 
moved to accept the slate of officers.  Esther Foster seconded.  Motion carried.  President Jon 
presented the 2021 budget.  Sharie Jasper reported that $2,500 had been added to the budget to 
replace the parking lot lights with LED lights.  President Jon entertained a motion to accept the budget 
as presented.  Kathy Richardson moved to accept the budget.  Carol Rice seconded.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned by President Jon Weeks at 9:36am. 

Pastor Stites led the Lord's Prayer. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

2021 Council Officers & Chairpersons: 

 President:            Jon Weeks  

 Vice President:   Brad Erickson  

 Secretary:  Kathy Richardson  

 Treasurer:  Sharie Jasper  

 Elders:   Richard Koppe - Head 

 Trustees:   Bob Engelhardt      

 Evangelism:  Esther Foster  

 Stewardship: Sue Cairns – Chair  

    Shannon Cady - Assistant Chair 

 

2021 Council Meetings: 

The meetings will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month @ 10:00am. 

 

2021 Voter’s Meeting: 

Sunday, March 21st @ 9:15am (between services) 

Sunday, December 19th @ 9:15am (between services) 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 HINRICHS, Kelly   01/02 

 TUDOR, Christine  01/04 

 RICE, J.D.  01/05 

 SHOEMAKER, Lynn  01/05 

 ENGEL, Goldie-Anne  01/07 

 HOLT, Sueanne Rehill  01/10 

 REDMANN, Lois  01/11 

 EINWAECHTER, James  01/21 

 VIETHER, Joyce  01/23 

 APPELDOORN, Ron  01/26 

 DOCKTER, Lloyd  01/28 

 JUNKER, Cyndy  01/29 

 NICHOLS, Gary  01/30 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

  January Anniversaries 

                    

 STEWART, Dan & Pat (48)  01/12 

 RICE, J.D. & Carol (52)  01/26 

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

Stewardship Corner 

It is our duty and joy as believers in Christ to 

spread the holy Word of salvation so that others 

can enjoy eternity with us.  To obey this 

command requires money.  Our churches and 

those who serve in the church need funds for 

ministry.  Missionaries must be trained and sent 

into the field.  Television and radio programs 

require money so the gospel can reach those who 

otherwise would not receive it.  Food and 

clothing must be provided to the poor so that 

they will be able to be receptive to the good news 

of the Gospel.  How are they to receive this 

money?  The Apostle Paul wrote, “On the first day 

of every week, each of you is to put something 

aside and store it up, as he may prosper…” (1 

Corinthians 16:2). 

 

 

 

 

Every man shall give as he is able, according 
to the blessing of the LORD your God which 
He has given you.  

Deuteronomy 16:17 

  

  

  

FOOD BANK 

December 

$793 

SEASON TOTAL 

January - December 

$4058 

 

  

 

January Birthdays 

Treasurer’s Report for December 2020 

General Fund 

 Offerings Received:    $19,887 

 Offerings Needed:      $20,147 

                                                         -$260 – short 
(The Offerings Needed per month is the  

Annual Budget divided by 12) 

Fiscal Year to Date 2020 

Offerings Received YTD: $208,640 

Offerings Needed YTD:   $248,960 

                                                         -$40,320 - short 



 

 

January 2020 at SOTH 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  

 

   
 

1 

 

2 
 
 
 

3 
8:00am   Worship w/ Communion 
9:30am   Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Worship w/ Communion 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on 
following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page 

4 5    

8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 
9:00am  Elder’s Meeting 
9:00am  LWML Quilting for   
              Charities- Cancelled 

6                   Epiphany 
7:30am Women’s Bible Study @          
                        SOTH 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
Online Bible Study - click on following 

link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 

YouTube page 

7 
 
9:00am  Un-decorate the  
                   Church 
9:30am  Women’s Bible  
             Study @ SOTH 
 
 

8 9 
 
 
 
 

10           
8:00am   Worship w/ Communion 
9:30am   Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Worship w/ Communion 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on 
following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page 

11 
 
 

12 

8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 
9:00am LWML Quilting for   
             Charities-Cancelled 
9:00am – 1:00pm Pastor’s Circuit       
                                Meeting 
 

13 
 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
11:00am LWML Meeting – Cancelled 
Online Bible Study - click on following 

link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 

YouTube page 

14 
 
 

15 16 

17   
8:00am   Worship w/ Communion 
9:15am   Voters’ Meeting 
10:30am Worship w/ Communion 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on 
following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page 

18 19 

8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 
9:00am LWML Quilting for   
             Charities-Cancelled 
 
10:00am Council Meeting 

20 
7:30am Women’s Bible Study @  
                        SOTH 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
Online Bible Study - click on following 

link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 

YouTube page 

21 
 
9:30am  Women’s Bible  
             Study @ SOTH 

 

22 23 

24 
8:00am   Worship w/ Communion 
9:30am   Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Worship w/ Communion 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on 
following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page 

25 26 

8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 
9:00am  LWML Quilting for   
              Charities-Cancelled 

27 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study 
 

Online Bible Study - click on following 
link: 

Shepherd of the Hills Yuma 
YouTube page 

28 29 30 

31 
8:00am   Worship w/ Communion 
9:30am   Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Worship w/ Communion 

Online Service available after 1:00pm - click on 
following link: 
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page 

Mite Box Collection 
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