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Thoughts from Pastor Stites

The Mothers of Christ

In Matthew 1, Matthew recorded a genealogy of Jesus Christ, and like many ancient
genealogies, the focus is on the men, father to son. But on that holy list, Matthew noted only five
women: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary. And of all the great and noble women in the Bible,
of those who actually are part of the genealogy of Christ, why did Matthew note these 5 women?

That is because, | argue, that these 5 women should NOT be part of the genealogy of the
Messiah. Tamar was a crazy daughter-in-law, Rahab was a prostitute, Ruth was a foreigner, Bathsheba
was an adulteress, and Mary was a virgin (think about it). Why did God make these women part of the
lineage that He would send His Son through? And why would Matthew make special mention of them?
| mean, of all the women who were mothers, and part of this holy line, why were these five women
noted?

What about Sarah, Abraham’s wife who miraculously gave birth at 90 years old? What about
Leah, who bore children, including Judah, while her sister Rachel was barren? What about Noah’s wife,
who went through the flood with her husband and sons? What about Eve, the mother of us all? What
about the countless women who were never named in Scripture at all? Of all the women that actually
are a part of the lineage of Christ, why were only these five women mentioned by name?

That is what we will be exploring this Advent season. We will be traveling through time and the
lineage of Christ, looking at what God has done amongst the saints throughout time, their struggles
and challenges, and their stories of faith. We will be looking at these five women, and asking these
tough questions. While you may think you know why Ruth and Mary are worthy saints, what about
the others? In fact, | challenge you to read Tamar’s story in Genesis 38, and ask, why is this woman a
part of the genealogy of Christ? Why is this story even in the Bible? At the very least, you will
understand why this is not part of any regular lectionary or Sunday School lesson, and why you
probably have never before heard a sermon on Tamar.

Join us on Wednesdays this December, when we will be exploring the stories of these mothers
of Christ, and asking the hard question, why would Matthew make special note of them in the
genealogy? What is it that sets them apart that we NEED to know about them? Or at the very least,
come and hear about women that you likely have never heard sermons on.

Come and join us this Advent season, as we look forward with all these mothers of Christ, to the
birth of the promised child, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Pastor Jonathan Stites




Announcements & Upcoming Events

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published. Please use the church directory or call
the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event*

o, id- :
A k (67(‘,{”1(1., Mid w¢:ek Ahdvent
Wednesdays, December 2", 9th, 16%™, & 23 @ 11:00am & 7:00pm

f ’ P ~
//‘((.1"/51/_) Christmas Eve: Thursday, December 24" @ 11:00am & 7:00pm
Schedule Christmas Day: Friday, December 25" @ 9:30am

Online Services & Bible Studies
We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible
Studies to our YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t
feel comfortable attending at this time. You may click on
the following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page
or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” in YouTube.

Bible Studies:

Every Sunday morning @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall.
Every Wednesday @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall.

Online Bible Study will continue to be uploaded to YouTube every
Wednesday. See above for link.

For the time being, the Women’s Bible Study will be held at SOTH.

Wednesday, December 2" @ 7:30am in the Sanctuary.
Thursday, December 3™ @ 9:30am in the Sanctuary.
Wednesday, December 16" @ 7:30am in the Fellowship Hall.
Thursday, December 17™" @ 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.

e(S Voters’ Meeting
"\“g Sunday, December 20" @ 9:15am (between services)
N\ee Please plan to attend. We will be electing the slate of officers

for the Council and approving the Budget for 2021.

\\
We have one vacancy to fill for Secretary, our candidate is Kathy Richardson and also re-elect Brad
Erickson for a second term as Vice President & Bob Engelhardt for a second term as Head Trustee.
The Council members continuing their terms are as follows: Jon Weeks-President; Sharie Jasper—
Treasurer; Esther Foster—Evangelism; Sue Cairns—Stewardship.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDpuIJrZhTRT-wlqMGTb0w/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1

: Lutheran Women in Mission
Merry Christmas,

Our December meeting has been changed from December 9th to December 2nd at 12:00pm
following the 11:00am Advent service. We need to discuss our mission outreach for December.
Unfortunately, we are not having our annual Ladies Christmas Luncheon. We usually had a group
entertain us and would give a donation or gifts. This year we are doing a Gift Card Collection for the
MCAS children. The MCAS food bank has need of items other than food
and said we could give gift cards that they could use to purchase the items
the families need. So, instead of us donating those items, we would like to
donate gift cards. You can drop the gift cards in the LWML mite box or give
them to Sharie Jasper or Esther Foster by Sunday December 13. Charlene
from MCAS is coming to our meeting on December 2 to speak to us and tell
us about the programs they have for their families. All are invited to attend the LWML meeting to
hear what their needs are.

| know many have been saving items for our annual Yard Sale. The LWML
members discussed how we would be able to adequately social distance
because of Covid. At this time the ladies feel we cannot hold the yard
sale in January. This was our big fundraiser for our local mission projects.
So if you would like to hold your own yard sale and donate some of the
proceeds we would be very grateful.

LWML
2020
Craft Fair




SOTH Evaungeliswm News

A special thanks to all who participated in th
0Give Thanksdé food Wea
appreciate your loving carend sharing for this
project. Our Lord tells us to love our neighbors a
ourselves.

In Thankfulness,
The Eangelism Team

Special thanks to Cal Richardson and Joe Peters for
helping to load all the boxes of food!
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Stewardship
*NEW in 2021: A sign-up sheet for Readers is at the back of the church.
Choose the Sunday and the service that works best for you.

*The 2021 contribution envelopes will be available at the back of the church
on Sunday, December 6. Please pick up your box as soon as you can.

*Another way to give your contribution is with online giving. It’s easy and
convenient. No check to write as it is automatically deducted from your
bank account. Sign up forms are at the back of the church or contact Sue
Cairns or the church office for more information.

*The Contribution Statements for 2020 will be available by the end of
January 2021.

El derds Corner

"For | know the plans | have for you, 0 de
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." Jeremiah 29:11

New floor in the Fellowship Hall




To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in December.
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING
November 17 ,2020

Attendees: Jon Weeks, Beverly Ferguson, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs, Dick Koppe, Sue
Cairns, Brad Erickson and Esther Foster.

President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:55am.

Pastor Stites opened with prayer.

Secretary’s Report: The minutes from the October 21st meeting were distributed. Sue Cairns moved
to accept minutes. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Copies of the October Income & Expense Report and Balance Sheet were
distributed for review. Sharie Jasper reported that she moved $20,000 from savings to general fund.
Beverly Ferguson moved to accept the treasurer's report. Esther Foster seconded. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: He reported that Pastor Kessler will be the new circuit visitor. He was discussing with
Elders about having two services for Advent. After discussion with council there will be two services for
Advent at 11am and 7pm. Members will be asked to sign up for the Christmas Eve service also to
include family members so we can decide on how many services we will need. Martha Post should be
going home from the hospital on Friday.

President’s Report: Nominating committee have one nominee for secretary. VP Brad Erickson will run
for another term.

Vice President’s Report: Brad Erickson will contact Bob Engelhardt to see if he will run for another term
as Trustee.

Elders Report: Dick Koppe reported that they made 55 calls. Jim Einwaechter resigned as an Elder. We
are in need of more Elders.

Trustee’s Report: No report

Evangelism Report: Esther Foster reported that food for the marine base will be dedicated on
November 22nd and it will be delivered on the 23rd. She asked that we all watch for visitors and they
have the gift packages ready to give the visitors.

Stewardship Report: Sue Cairns reported that the 2021 envelopes are addressed and will be distributed
in December. She asked that there be an article in bulletin about on-line giving. She has enough
counters for the year. She will have a sign-up sheet for readers.

Education: No report

Administrative: Kelly Hinrichs reported that some shingles have come loose on the peak of the roof.
Council okayed for her to have Mr. Mendoza check the roof.

Old Business: None

New Business: Esther Foster reported that the flower arrangements need to be larger for them to be
seen. There will be no flowers for Advent. New budget was reviewed and completed for the voter's
meeting in December. Council meeting will be Tuesday, December 15th at 11am and voter's meeting
will be December 20th.

Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion passed.

President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 12:04 pm.

Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer.




HUNT, Larry 12/13 CADY, Shannon 12/24
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Bill'I‘IIDAYS LINCE, Diane 12/21 GLOVER, Kim 12/31
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ANDERSON, Charles 12/23

December Birthdays
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December Anniversaries

KAISER, Gary & Linda (54) 12/03

VAUGHN, Dale & Betty (59) 12/10

ELLEDGE, Steve & Sharon (43) 12/31

FOOD BAN

Novembert
$275

SEASON TO
Janu-abey e mb
$3265

Every man shall give as he is able, according
to the blessing of the LORD your God which
He has given you.

Deuteronomy 16:17

Stewardship Corner

What a truly awesome night that was in Bethlehem more than
2,000 years ago when Jesus was born! In the Gospel story, we
read about the shepherds who are in their fields when they see
a bright light that comes from the sky. Then they see a form,
and they’re scared! The angel speaks calmingwords: & CS I N
F2N) 6SK2f RS L O0NAY3I (uk2a0)3mz
he tells them about the Baby in Bethlehem. Then the sky is filled
withd I Ydzf GAGdzRS 2 Ferde KBBwvhdjdnlth® ¢
angel in praising God. We are like those shepherds. We’ve had
this message revealed to us, too, not by an angel, but by the
Word of God. Unlike the shepherds, we know the rest of the
story. We know that the Baby grew up to be a Man Who chose
to be the sacrifice for our sins so that we could be justified in
God’s sight. As the shepherds shared the Good News, we are
to as well.

Did you know we have a Website? Go to www.sothyuma.org
' You can view our monthly newsletter by going to the Connect tab and click on
wm Newsletter. You can also listen to previous sermons (uploaded weekly when

available) by going to the Sermon tab and clicking on the date you would like to hear.



http://www.sothyuma.org/
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