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Thoughts from Pastor Stites
TODAY COULD BE THE END OF THE WORLD!
Matthew 24:36-51
As the Church year draws to a close during the month of November, we turn to look at the end of the
world. Now I know that there has been a lot of “end of the world” talk this past year, more than most, but
remember Christ said very clearly, “concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.” (Matt 24:36) However, this has led to an incorrect interpretation
and assumption concerning the end of the world.
After 2000 years, many in the Church have become laxed in the attitude toward Christ’s return. While
the early Church expected and eagerly prayed for Christ’s return, most people today do not expect Christ to
return within their lifetime, they expect to die, they expect the great, great, great grandchildren to die long
before Christ returns. For them, the sun will always rise tomorrow. For them, this famous passage means,
“Because no one knows, there is no need to worry about nor any way to plan for the end of the world.”
But this is the exact opposite reaction that these words mean to encourage. If we do not know when
Christ will return, that means we should ALWAYS be on guard, ALWAYS be ready for His return. This is why
Christ continues by saying, “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But
know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Matt 24:42–44)
Even more, we should not say, “Oh, Jesus is coming! Quick, look busy!” NO! We should be eager for
His return, we should be praying for His quick return. For when He returns, He is going to bring an end to all
suffering, all sin, even an end to death itself. WHY WOULD ANYONE NOT WANT THIS?!?!? This is why part
of praying, “Thy Kingdom come,” includes praying for Christ’s quick return, that we want Christ to bring an
end to this world of suffering and death and usher in His eternal Kingdom. We should not only be ready for
Christ’s return, but be eagerly waiting for it. For it is coming whether we pray for it or not, whether we want
it or not.
Christ could come back today, He could come tomorrow, or He could come back in another 2000
years. We do not know the day or the hour, but this does not mean we are to relax and do nothing. Rather,
we are to be ready at any time, to be faithful, to be in the Word, in prayer, in loving service to God and our
neighbor, so that WHEN Christ returns, He may find us good and wise servants, and will welcome us into His
eternal Kingdom. If we die, which also may come at a time we do not expect , He will welcome us into His
arms to rest until the day of the resurrection.
Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is coming! Amen.
Pastor Jonathan Stites

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published. Please use the church directory or call
the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event*
Starting Sunday, November 1, 2020
1st Service w/ Communion @ 8:00am
Bible Study @ 9:30am
2nd Service w/ Communion @ 10:30am
Online Services & Bible Studies
We will continue uploading Sunday’s Services and Bible
Studies to our YouTube Channel, for anyone who doesn’t
feel comfortable attending at this time. You may click on
the following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube page
or search “Shepherd of the Hills Yuma” in YouTube.
LWML Craft Fair & Bakeless Bake Sale
Saturday, November 7th, 2020
9:00am – 1:00pm
(Set-up will be on Friday, November 6th @ 9:00am. Please bring in
your craft items no later than 12:00pm on Friday.)
Every Sunday morning @ 9:30am.
Every Wednesday @ 9:30am, in the Fellowship Hall.
Online Bible Study will continue to be uploaded to YouTube every
Wednesday. See above for link.
For the time being, the Women’s Bible Study will be held at SOTH.
Wednesday, November 4th @ 7:30am in the Sanctuary.
Thursday, November 5th @ 9:30am in the Sanctuary.
Wednesday, November 18th @ 7:30am in the Fellowship Hall.
Thursday, November 19th @ 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.
No date to begin has been set at this time. Please pray
that we will be able to join together in song in the near
future.

No date to begin has been set at this time. Please pray that we will be able to join together in song in the near
future.

The craft fair is November 7th from 9:00am – 1:00pm. We
will be setting up on Friday, November 6th @ 9:00am.
Please have your craft items there, no later than Noon on
Friday. We are hoping the new floor is complete and we
can set up in the fellowship hall. If it is not, there is a backup plan. Please get the word out to all your friends. There
are flyers on the table in the sanctuary for you to put on
bulletin boards around the community. I know it will be
smaller this year due to the pandemic but any proceeds
will go to local missions. They are in dire need this year as
well. Since we are not having a Bake Sale this year we
decided to have a bake-less Bake Sale. Whatever would be spent to make your yummy treats can be
given as a cash donation. Checks should be made to LWML. I know some of you bakers were
disappointed you wouldn’t be able to bring your goodies. Keep watching for upcoming events as we
are able to hold them. Happy thanksgiving to all. Sharie
A bit of news we have today
A Bakeless Bake Sale is on the way.
These busy days, who has the time to bake
Pies, cookies, or even a cake?
We’ve thought of a plan that’s truly grand,
And feel quite sure that you’ll understand.
In an envelope please put the price
Of a pie, or cake or something nice.
No fuss or bother, you’ve done your part,
This is the end of our little tale,
Help make a success of
BAKELESS BAKE SALE!
(Make checks payable to LWML)
The Thursday Bible Studies are starting up again and will be the first
and third Thursday’s at 9:30am.
The Wednesday Bible Study is continuing on the first and third
Wednesday’s at 7:30am.

The Autumn season is here, the season of planting in the desert.
Fields are getting green and many people are preparing flower and
garden plots so that seeds can be planted for winter beauty and table
bounty. In the same way, we are to be ready to plant the seeds of the
gospel in the neighborhood by sharing the gifts God so richly provides.
Many of our friends and neighbors are retuning from various parts of
the country and many are unchurched. Perhaps each one of us can
share with at least one other person and extend an invitation to
worship with us. As Christians, we are commanded to spread the
gospel by planting a seed and allow the Holy Spirit to do the rest.
The SOTH Evangelism Team

Give Thanks Calendar
EACH DAY ADD AN ITEM TO A BOX.
Before Thanksgiving, the boxes will be donated to the
MCAS Food Pantry, to help our Military families.
November 1 – peanut butter
November 2 – stuffing mix
November 3 – boxed potatoes
November 4 – macaroni & cheese
November 5 – canned fruit
November 6 - canned tomatoes
November 7 – canned tuna
November 8 – dessert mix
November 9 – jar of applesauce
November 10 – canned sweet potatoes
November 11 – cranberry sauce

November 12 – canned chili
November 13 – box of crackers
November 14 – package of rice
November 15 – package of oatmeal
November 16 – package of pasta
November 17 – spaghetti sauce
November 18 – chicken noodle soup
November 19 – tomato soup
November 20 – canned corn
November 21 – canned carrots
November 22 – canned green beans

Please fill a box with the listed items and return
on Sunday, November 22nd.

The following is an article from the Yuma Sun Newspaper on October 25th:

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in November.
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING
October 21 ,2020
Attendees: Jon Weeks, Beverly Ferguson, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs, Dick Koppe, Bob
Engelhardt and Esther Foster.
President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:51 am.
Pastor Stites opened with prayer.
Secretary’s Report: The minutes from the September 23rd meeting were distributed. Bob Engelhardt
moved to accept minutes. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried. October 4th special council meeting
minutes were distributed. Shari Jasper moved to accept minutes. Beverly Ferguson seconded. Motion
carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Copies of the September Income & Expense Report and Balance Sheet were distributed
for review. Bob Engelhardt moved to accept the treasurer's report. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: He reported he has been discussing with the elders about changing to two services. Sharie
Jasper moved to start two services on November 1st. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion carried. There will be
no Thanksgiving potluck, but there will be a Thanksgiving Eve service. Advent services will begin December
2nd. Theme will be "Mothers of Christ". They will decide in November if there will be two Advent services
each week. There is a Circuit meeting on zoom, Thursday October 22nd at 1pm, for a delegate to vote for
circuit visitor. There are three Pastors available to serve. Elder Dick Koppe will be the delegate. Esther
Foster asked if the Pastor could say the Lord's Prayer and prayers slower.
President’s Report: No Report
Vice President’s Report: No Report
Elders Report: Dick Koppe reported that they made 41 calls. Some of the Elders have returned to Yuma.
Trustee’s Report: Bob Engelhardt reported that the tile will be delivered Tuesday, October 27th between
12-4 pm not confirmed yet. Mr. Mendoza and his crew will move the tile inside the building. Once the work
begins, we cannot have any traffic on it for one week. Refrigerator in kitchen will be removed on Friday. A
member has donated a new refrigerator. There will be an $80 charge to deliver the tile. We are $280 over
the estimated cost of the tile and supplies.
Evangelism Report: Esther Foster reported that Barbara Koppe has joined the committee. They discussed
an in-reach and out-reach program. She asked that an Elder or person welcoming visitors direct them to the
guest book. They are planning on giving them a bag which will be large enough for a bible. In the bag they
will enclose a small testament, Thank You note, Portals of Prayer, fish key ring with explanation of the fish,
book marks, handmade book mark, pamphlets of our church services etc., pen and one of our yellow visitor's
card for them to return to us so we can call on them. Military food drive will begin November 1-22nd. They
will be handing out a list of items to put together, one item for each day, and it will be in the bulletin.
Stewardship Report: No Report
Education: No report
Administrative: Kelly Hinrichs reported that she will be off October 28th for her husband's surgery. On the
Paycheck Protection Program loan they have forgiven $19,066. The rest can be paid back in one year or 2
years. They will send information on the balance and the interest rate. News articles need to be in office by
Tuesday October 26th. She will make a member checklist for the voter's meeting attendance. Council will
be meeting at 12pm on Tuesday, November 17th. She handed out copies of the new budget for everyone
to review.
***continued on next page***

Old Business: By-Laws were discussed and changes were suggested.
New Business: None
Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Dick Koppe seconded. Motion passed.
President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 12:45 pm.
Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------To be reviewed and approved at the Voters’ Meeting in December.
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
VOTERS’ MEETING
October 25 ,2020
President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:44 am.
Pastor Stites opened with prayer.
Secretary’s Report: Copies of the Minutes from the March 1, 2020 Voters Meeting were distributed for review.
Sharie Jasper moved to accept the minutes. Dick Koppe seconded and the motion carried.
Treasurer's Report: Copies of the September treasurer’s report were reviewed.
accept the report. Sam Sears seconded. Motion carried.

Esther Foster moved to

Pastor’s Report: Pastor reported that he and the Elders are working to follow the state rules for the churches.
Thanksgiving Eve service will be at 7pm and there will be no potluck. The theme for Advent will be "Mothers
of Christ". Advent services will begin December 2nd, times for the services will be announced later. Pastor
Michael Kessler was elected Circuit Visitor.
President’s Report : Jon Weeks reported that the council has been busy working on reviewing our By-Laws
and the new budget. Council has been discussing cutting the number of Voter's Meetings per year
Vice President’s Report: Brad Erickson reported that the nominating committee consists of member from the
council, a member of the congregation and the Vice-President
Elder’s Report: Dick Koppe reported that they did over 44 calls this past month. Some of the Elders have
returned for the winter.
Evangelism Report: Esther Foster working with Barbara Koppe have decided to give a bag of goodies to
visitors. It would include a small testament, fish key ring, brochures about our church and bookmarks. They
are going to support the military food bank. A list was given the congregation with items needed. She is
asking everyone to fill a box with these items starting November 1st and ending November 22nd.
Trustee’s Report: No report
Stewardship Report: No report
Education Report: No report
Administrative Report: Kelly Hinrichs reported that Century Link is up and running , internet is much faster.
Old Business: President Jon reported that the council has been looking into a new floor for the fellowship
hall and kitchen. They are recommending ceramic tile at the cost of $6000 and that includes the labor. Brad
Erickson moved to accept the recommendation. Marie Thompson seconded. Motion carried.
New Business: Esther Foster has been recommended to be the Evangelism chair. Dick Koppe moved to
accept the recommendation. Kelly Hinrichs seconded. Motion passed. The council recommends that we
cut Voter's meetings to two per year, one in March and one in December and we can call special meetings if
needed. Sharie Jasper moved to accept the recommendation, Dorothy Lenz seconded. Motion passed.
Sharie Jasper moved to adjourn. Kelly Hinrichs seconded. Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned by President Jon Weeks at 10:05am.
Pastor Stites led the Lord's Prayer.

November Birthdays
LOMAX, Alexis
STEWART, Dan
VAUGHN, Dale
SEARS, Ann
HAZARD, Marvalea
SCHLOTHAUER, Sandra
HARRISON, Elaine
MICHEL, Gail

11/01
11/01
11/01
11/03
11/07
11/07
11/08
11/08

FERGUSON, Bev
FERGUSON, Jerry
KIEHL, Karen
VIETHER, Walt
ERICKSON, Brad
TULP, Eugene
MORNER, Henry

11/09
11/11
11/14
11/15
11/21
11/26
11/27

November Anniversaries
MICHEL, John & Gail (12)
11/15
OHLAND, Warren & Sharon (61) 11/21
KEHLER, John & Bertha (58)
11/24

Stewardship Corner
FOOD BANK
October
$299
SEASON TOTAL
January - December

$2990

Every man shall give as he is able, according
to the blessing of the LORD your God which
He has given you.
Deuteronomy 16:17

God does not measure our worth by how much money we
make or have. If we doubt our self-worth, we need only to
look at the cross. Because of God’s love for each of us, He
sent His Son to the cross to redeem and save us. Satan
would like us to take our eyes off of the cross and to have
our focus be on our pay stubs and the money we may have
accumulated. Our culture also tells us that our self-worth
is related to our net-worth. Having a financial net-worth is
fine, but, as God’s people, we understand that, in God’s
eyes, we are so loved and valued that it was worth the life
blood of His only Son. May God help us to view our worth
by what we have in Jesus and not by what we have
materially.

Did you know we have a Website? Go to www.sothyuma.org
You can view our monthly newsletter by going to the Connect tab and click on
Newsletter. You can also listen to previous sermons (uploaded weekly when
available) by going to the Sermon tab and clicking on the date you would like to hear.

November 2020 at SOTH
SUNDAY
1
All Saints Day
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

MONDAY
2

Online Service available after 1:00pm click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page
8
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

9

Online Service available after 1:00pm click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page
29
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion
Online Service available after 1:00pm click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page
Mite Box Collection

3

4

9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities
Cancelled

7:30am Women’s Bible Study @ SOTH
(in Sanctuary0

THURSDAY
5

9:30am Adult Bible Study

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6
9:00am Craft Fair
Set-up

7
9:00am – 1:00pm
LWML Craft Fair

12

13

14

19

20

21

27

28

9:30am Women’s Bible
Study @ SOTH
(in Sanctuary)

10

Martin Luther’s
Birthday
9:00am Elder’s Meeting
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities

11

Veterans Day

9:30am Adult Bible Study
11:00am LWML Monthly Meeting
w/brown bag lunch
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page

16

Online Service available after 1:00pm click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page
22
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

WEDNESDAY

Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page

Online Service available after 1:00pm click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma
YouTube page
15
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

TUESDAY

17

18
7:30am Women’s Bible Study @ SOTH

9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities

9:30am Adult Bible Study

12:00pm Council Meeting

23

24
9:00am LWML Quilting for
Charities

Pastor Stites will be attending the PSD All
Workers Convention virtually on Nov. 23rd & 24th.
30

Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page

25
9:30am Adult Bible Study
Online Bible Study - click on following link:
Shepherd of the Hills Yuma YouTube
page
7:00pm Thanksgiving Eve Service

9:30am Women’s Bible
Study @ SOTH

26

