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Thoughts from Pastor Stites
What is you New Year’s Resolution?
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
At this time of year, it is a time of reflection and renewal, as many people make resolutions to make
changes in their lives for the better. (Of course, this already sounds a lot like the repentance that I preach about
every week and the special season of Lent and Advent, but I digress.) Many people focus on weight loss, that
often ends after a few weeks, or spending more time with family, which is a good idea, but again it’s easy to fall
back into old habits. Well, I have a suggestion.
But rather than asking, “what should I do better?” I will rephrase it, “what do you want your legacy to be?
What is it that you would like to be remembered for? What do you want others to think of you?” These
questions turn the resolution outwards, and asks not what you will do for yourself, but what can you do for
others?
Now this may be a resolution for you, to volunteer more, to be more loving and caring, etc., but even
then, it is focused on you, what YOU are doing, but this is not the right attitude. There are many who do a lot of
things for others, but no matter if the outcome is good or bad, you feel good about what you did. What I am
talking about is doing something truly selfless for others.
Now as a Pastor, I can become deeply involved with others in parts of their lives, and they have told me
what great things I have done for them. But you want to know something, I don’t think I am doing anything
special. Yes, I can focus on doing sermons and Bible Studies, where I devote a great deal of time, and many
appreciate it. But the things get me the most praise are simple things; listening, giving a few words of advice, a
simple visit. To me, these things are not anything special in that moment, it’s just what I do. But for the other
person, it means the world.
Imagine, the greatest impact, the greatest legacy you can give to others may be something you do not
even think about five minutes later. Taking a cue from what Christ said, “when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who
sees in secret will reward you.”, (Matt 6:3–4) what if the greatest acts of service, the most wonderful things you
do for others, YOU do not even know or realize unless they tell you. An act of service can be so secret, that you
do not even know you did it.
I would encourage you to consider this as part of your resolutions this year, to truly be a blessing to
others, whether you are aware of it or not. The only difference I would say is that this is something that you
cannot necessarily state or will into existence yourself. Instead, go to God in prayer, and pray that this year and
the rest of your life, God would work through you to be a blessing to others. That He would put you in the places
He wants you to go, so that you can minister to people that need you. That you would be the open ear, that
shoulder to cry on, speak the kind words, help where you can, and sometimes, simply be there for them in their
hour of need. And as always, it is for the glory of God and loving service to our neighbor, not our own glory, our
own pride, our own self-worth.
May God not only bless you in this new year, but may He make you to be a blessing to others, and work
through you today, tomorrow, and the whole year through. Amen.

Pastor Stites

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published. Please use the church directory or call
the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event*

Wednesday, January 1st – Cancelled (Happy New Year)
Thursday, January 9th @ 9:30am at Carol Rice’s, *see above notation.
Wednesday, January 15th@ 7:30am at Joyce Viether’s, *see above notation.
Thursday, January 23rd @ 9:30am at TBD.
Pillowcase Dresses
Sewing begins on Monday, January 6th @ 9:00am
Please Call Carol Rice for more information, *see above notation.
Dresses will be sent to Orphan Grain Train and
will be distributed where needed.

January LWML Events
Quilting for the Needy: Tuesday’s @ 9:00am
LWML Monthly Meeting w/ Brown Bag Lunch: Wednesday, January 8th @ 11:00am
Yard & Bake Sale Set Up: Monday – Thursday, January 13th – 16th, 8am – 12:00pm.
Yard & Bake Sale: Friday & Saturday, January 17th & 18th, 8:00am – 12:00pm.
Fellowship Lunch
Monday, January 20th @ 11:30
Da Boyz Pizza & Pasta, 11274 S. Fortuna Rd.
For more information, please contact Joyce Bieber, *see above notation.

Everyone is welcome!
Now that we are at 2 services per week and having Communion at every
service, Altar Guild needs more people to help with set up and clean up. If
you would be able to serve in this way, please contact Esther Foster, *see
above notation.
Choir
Please join us if you love singing Praises to the Lord!
Wednesday’s @ 6:00pm
For more information, please contact Sharie Jasper, *see above notation.

Happy New Year 2020
Thank you to everyone that helped with the Ladies Luncheon. I hope everyone that attended had a
good time. We were treated to a skit on the reaction of the women of Bethlehem upon hearing that
Mary was pregnant with the Christ Child. Thanks to our actresses!
Our annual Yard & Bake sale is on Friday, January 17th &
Saturday, January 18th, 8:00am – 12:00pm. I hope everyone
is cleaning out their closets, sheds, etc to donate items. Last
year $3245 was raised for local charities. Our goal for this
year is $3500. We will need men and women to help
organize this event. You can bring items to the
church starting January 6th. We will be pricing, sorting and
setting up Monday, January 13th - Thursday, January 16th
from 8:00am – 12:00pm.
The Sweetheart and Singles Dinner
is February 15th. Please save that
date. More details to follow.
Any ladies wanting to attend the bi-annual Women’s Retreat in Pine Valley, please see
Sharie Jasper for registration forms. The cost for the retreat scheduled Friday evening,
February 21st to Sunday noon, February 23rd is $140 & includes 5 meals with room and
board for the two nights. Scholarships are available to defray cost. The registration
needs to be turned in to Sharie by February 1st. This is a great way to get to know your
fellow Christian women and to be inspired by God’s word. We never go away hungry!

Quilt Drawing:
There are two quilts hanging in the fellowship hall, for
which we are selling tickets, for a drawing to be held
in February. See Sharie Jasper for tickets. We also are
asking for volunteers to sell tickets to friends and
neighbors in your parks or neighborhoods. The
monies collected from ticket sales will also go to our
Scholarship Fund. Tickets are $3 each or 6 for $15. The
first name drawn will get their choice of quilt, the
second ticket drawn will get the other quilt.
Sharie Jasper

Ladies Christmas Luncheon 2019

Sue Cairns
as Martha

Ann Sears
as Deborah
Mary
Shoemaker
as Rebekah

Bev
Ferguson
as Anna

Joyce Viether
as Sarah

Kathy
Richardson
as Miriam

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in January:

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING
December 11, 2019

Attendees: Jon Weeks, Beverly Ferguson, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Kelly Hinrichs, Dick Koppe, Brad
Erickson and Sue Cairns.
President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 7: 50 pm.
Pastor Stites opened with prayer.
Secretary’s Report: The minutes from the November 20th meeting were distributed. Sharie Jasper
moved to accept minutes. Sue Cairns seconded. Motion was carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Copies of the November Income & Expense Report and Balance Sheet were
distributed for review. Dick Koppe moved to accept the treasurer's report. Bev Ferguson seconded.
Motion passed.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Stites reported the concert with Dave Anderson will be February 16th at 3 pm.
Cost will be $300.
President’s Report: Jon Weeks thanked Brad Erickson for getting the sign installed on the new
property.
Vice President’s Report: Brad Erickson reported that he is still waiting for a bid from the contractor to
re-tile the fellowship hall and the kitchen. He reported that he would remove the braces on the sign.
He is hoping to have the bid for tile in the fellowship hall and kitchen for the voter's meeting. He will
get bids for the soffit repair and to paint. He will continue helping with the trustee’s jobs.
Elders Report: Dick Koppe reported that they called on 28 people this past month.
Trustee’s Report: Included in VP report.
Evangelism Report: No report
Stewardship Report: Sue Cairns reported that the 2020 readers list is complete.
Education: No report
Administrative: Kelly Hinrichs reported that she will be having surgery the end of January. Century
Link is suppose to be installed the end of January.
Old Business: The changes to the budget were presented. Sue Cairns moved to accept amended
budget. Sharie Jasper seconded. Motion passed.
New Business: None
Sharie Jasper made a motion to adjourn. Sue Cairns seconded and the motion was carried.
President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 8:25 pm.
Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer.

To be reviewed and approved at the Voter’s Meeting in February:

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
VOTER’S MEETING
Sunday, December 15, 2019

President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 9:30 am.
Pastor Stites opened with prayer.
Secretary’s Report: Copies of the Minutes from the October 27, 2019 Voters Meeting were distributed
for review. Sharie Jasper moved to accept the minutes. Kelly Hinrichs seconded and the motion carried.
Treasurer's Report: Copies of the treasurer’s report were reviewed. Richard Watson moved to accept
the report. Bob Engelhardt seconded. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Stites reported that Christmas Eve service will be at 7:00 pm and Christmas Day it
will be at 10:30 am with the Christmas dinner after the service.
President’s Report : Jon Weeks asked the members to please sign up for the dinner so they know how
many will be attending.
Vice President’s Report: No report
Elder’s Report: Dick Koppe reported that they did over 30 calls this past month. Jerry Parker has
accepted to be a communion assistant.
Evangelism Report: Winnie Moir reported she could use helpers on her committee.
Trustee’s Report: Bob Engelhardt reported that the sign has been installed on the 40th street property.
Brad Erickson has been helping with the trustees jobs They are putting No Trespassing signs on the
property. Brad is getting bids for the tile in the fellowship hall and kitchen.
Stewardship Report: Sue Cairns reported that the 2020 readers list is complete.
Education Report: No report
Administrative Report: Kelly Hinrichs reported that Century Link will be starting work on the internet
installation tomorrow.
Old Business: None
New Business:
Elections- Nominated were Jon Weeks - President, Beverly Ferguson - secretary, Paul Hinrichs and Bob
Engelhardt – trustees, Emmo Foster and Esther Foster – evangelism, and Shannon Cady - stewardship.
Joyce Viether moved to accept the slate of officers. Dorothy Lenz seconded. Motion passed. The 2020
budget was presented. There was no questions or additions. Richard Watson moved to accept the
budget as presented. Brad Erickson seconded. Motion passed.
Pastor Stites closed with prayer.
The meeting was adjourned by President Jon Weeks at 9:45 am.

***2020 Council Members are listed on the next page***

2020 Council Members:
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Elders:

Trustees:
Evangelism:

Stewardship:

Education:

Jon Weeks (1st year, 2nd term)
Brad Erickson (2ndyear, 1st term)
Beverly Ferguson (1st year, 2nd term)
Sharie Jasper (1st year, 6th term)
Richard Koppe (head)
Rob Cairns
JD Rice
Pete Dryer
Jim Einwaechter
Ron Appeldoorn
Gene Junker
Henry Morner
Bob Engelhardt (1st year, 2nd term)
Paul Hinrichs (1st year, 1st term)
Winnie Moir-Engelhardt (1st year, 2nd term)
Em Foster (1st year, 1st term)
Esther Foster (1st year, 1st term)
Nancy Wunsch – Co-head (1st year, 5th term)
Sue Cairns – Co-head (2nd year, 2nd term)
Joyce Viether (1st year, 3rd term)
Paul Hinrichs (1st year, 2nd term)
Jody Lomax (1st year, 2nd term)
Brenda West (1st year, 2nd term)
Shannon Cady (1st year, 1st term)
vacant

Thank you to Brad Erickson for getting the new sign
installed on our 40th Street property.

Advent & Christmas Eve @ SOTH

Dick & Barb Koppe as Adam & Eve

Rob & Sue Cairns as Abraham & Sarah

Ron & Pat Appeldoorn as Zechariah & Elizabeth

Pete & Joyce Dryer as Mary & Joseph

Pastor Stites as the angel Gabriel

January Birthdays
HINRICHS, Kelly
SCHULTZE, Joan
TUDOR, Christine
RICE, J.D.
SHOEMAKER, Lynn
ENGEL, Goldie-Anne
HOLT, Sueanne Rehill
REDMANN, Lois

01/02
01/02
01/04
01/05
01/05
01/07
01/10
01/11

EINWAECHTER, James
VIETHER, Joyce
SCHOTT, Jerry
APPELDOORN, Ron
DOCKTER, Lloyd
JUNKER, Cyndy
NICHOLS, Gary

01/21
01/23
01/24
01/26
01/28
01/29
01/30

January Anniversaries
STEWART, Dan & Pat (47)

01/12

RICE, J.D. & Carol (51)

01/26

Stewardship Corner
FOOD BANK
December
$406
SEASON TOTAL
January - December

$3404

Every man shall give as he is able, according
to the blessing of the LORD your God which
He has given you.
Deuteronomy 16:17

We know that our lives are enriched by certain activities
and disciplines. Eating the right foods and getting proper
sleep and regular exercise are helpful and healthful habits
for each of us. As God’s people, we would add activities
that strengthen our relationship with Jesus, such as an
active prayer life and spending time reading and studying
God’s Word. This time with Jesus gives us guidance,
stability, and purpose for our lives. Our lives are blessed
when we focus on both our physical and spiritual wellbeing.

Did you know we have a Website? Go to www.sothyuma.org
You can view our monthly newsletter by going to the Connect tab and click
on Newsletter. You can also listen to previous sermons (uploaded weekly
when available) by going to the Sermon tab and clicking on the date you
would like to hear.

January 2020 at SOTH
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Fellowship every Sunday after the service (or between the services in the winter)
1
New Years Day
7:30am Women’s Bible Study
Cancelled this day only

2

3

9:30am Adult Bible Study
5:45pm Choir Rehearsal
Cancelled this day only
5
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Fellowship
9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

6
9:00am Pillowcase Dresses

7
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am Elder’s Meeting
9:00am Quilting the Needy

5:00pm Brown Bag Social
& Games
12
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Fellowship
9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

1:00pm Purple Pinochle
Palooza

8

9

9:30am Adult Bible Study
11:00am LWML Monthly
Meeting

9:30am Women’s Bible
Study @ Carol Rice’s

10

1:00pm Purple Pinochle
Palooza

13

14

15

16

17

LWML Yard & Bake Sale Set Up 8:00am – 12:00pm Monday - Thursday
9:00am Pillowcase Dresses
Cancelled

8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am Quilting the Needy
Cancelled
9:00am Circuit Meeting for
Pastors – at SOTH

7:30am Women’s Bible Study
@ Joyce Viether’s
9:30am Adult Bible Study

20

21

22

9:00am Pillowcase Dresses

8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am Quilting the Needy

9:30am Adult Bible Study

1:00pm Purple Pinochle
Palooza

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal
7:00pm Council Meeting
23

24

9:30am Women’s Bible
Study @ TBD

9:00am Pillowcase Dresses

28
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am Quilting the Needy

29
9:30am Adult Bible Study

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal

30

25
1:00pm Purple Pinochle
Palooza

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal

27

18

Yard & Bake Sale 8:00am – 12:00pm
Monday - Thursday

5:00pm Brown Bag Social
& Games
26
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Fellowship
9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion
5:00pm Brown Bag Social
& Games
Mite Box Collection

11

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal

5:00pm Brown Bag Social
& Games
19
8:00am Worship w/ Communion
9:15am Fellowship
9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship w/ Communion

4

31

