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t Thoughts from Pastor Stites oy
o <
€% When is the Christmas SEASON? &
¢ o
o There are those who are eager to start the holiday celebrations as soon as possible, whi
o

~= are patient and want to wait till the week of Christmas, so they do not get burned out. And thers
Y there are those who want a white Christmas in July because its 115 degrees outside. While the

HE S . . . . . HE S
¢y of Christmas, December ¥5is not in dispute, when are we to celebrate it? o

g;* The larger season of Christmas is divided up, each with itsuovgueness that enhances the g;*
(f,,a overall season. In the weeks leading up to Christmas, we have the season of Advent, which &
% of reflection and anticipation. In a way we turn back the clock and look forward to the first cor¥

(‘if of Christ, while at thesame time praying for His return. We also take a look at John the Baptisﬁ’@
#»== last of the Old Testament Prophets so to speak, who called Israel to repent to be ready for Je

SO we too use this time for confession and repentance in anticipaton $&vior. {‘,&

o Then the season of Christmas officially begins on DecemBeftRéugh many start on o
(‘if Christmas Evé ), and continues through to Januafy This marks the famed 12 days of i’;‘
#= Christmas. During this time we celebrate not just the birth,Hauivhole of the early life of Christ, ;;a
not to mention several days celebrating the lives and works of several saints. Itis a time to céjg.a
&% that the Lord has come! &
(‘if Then the season concludes with Epiphany on Jantathé day we celebrate the artioé the (‘5‘;“
=% Wi Se men. It i s sometimes referred to as ==
(‘1 foreigners arrived to celebrate not just the king of the Jews, but King of kings, who reigns ove(fl
¢% creation. Then mirroring the star that led thise men, we begin to see how the light of the worlg}
(‘if Jesus Christ, had come to shine in this dark world. (‘{;"
o Throughout the season, we see different highlights and hear different parts of the story, ==
(‘1 celebrating each one. But this is just the beginnirngefreatest story ever told. Jesus was not ju:
¢ born, but would go on to suffer and die on the cross and rise victorious on the third day. As wgy
;f continue to study the whole life of Christ, we continue to celebrate the first coming of Christ a @
(ﬁ,a also egerly wait and pray for His glorious return. In that sense, the Christmas season never Z&
S So as the larger Christmas season begins on Decefjdemtourage you to celebrate. But 3

(‘x:f also, enjoy the journey, and do not be burnt out on Christmaslh€fsistmas has even come. Aryff

g‘a carry that joy with you the whole year through, as we also eagerly wait for His glorious return. ‘?
(ﬁa,& Amen. (‘,&
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Announcements & Up)e@mmg Events

J

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer fingblished. Please use the church directory or
the church office @ 92845tc hbn> A F &2dz YSSR a2YS2ySQa
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(z‘ﬁ, 2 Services Midweek Advent& ChristmasServices t
(z;‘“ We will be going to 2 services starting of | Wednesday, Decembef'4® 11:00am & 7:00pm (‘
g Sunday, Decembertl Wednesday, December 1@ 1100am & 7:00pm | :
'ﬁ?’ 8:00am- Worship w/Communion Wednesday, December #8@ 11:00am & 7:OOpm(§
& 9:30am- Bible Study Christmas Eve Service, Decembef 2 7:00pm |¢
(ff“’ 10:30am- Worship w/ Communion Christmas Day Service, Decembef £ 10:30am |
N . ¢
™ E%%ﬁ}%ﬂjéNs ¢

Q} 3ible Studie
WednesdayDecember # @ 7:30am a® & G K S NJ *&:8 abdve haRaton.
WednesdayDecember 18 @ 7:30am awinnie MoirEngelhardt *see above notation.
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C ) LW December LWML Events

Quntlng for the Needy ¢tdzSaRlF&Qa X doYnnly
Ladies Christmas Lunci8aturday, Decemb&™ @ 11:30am
LWML Monthly Meeting w/ Brown Bag LunciVednesdayDecember 11 @ 12:00pm

8 Christmas Day Lunch ((
S In order to have our annual Christmas Day Lunch at SOTH we need ((
N at least 1 volunteer to be in charge of it. If you are interested in (‘

volunteering, please contact Pastor Stittsee above notation.

For more information, please contact Sharie Jastmre above notation.
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o HELP | ¢
oy Needed! g
(‘s;a Now thatwe are at 2 services per week and having Communion at every service, Altar Gund(z
«=| More people to help with set up and clean up. If you would be able to serve in this way, | ;
(‘i contact Esther Fostetrsee above notation. (‘
ﬁ:‘? Canadian Checks 2
«=| We have recently been notified by our bank that there will be a $40 service charge for any C4
(‘i checks. Because of this, we are no longer able to accept any checks from a Canadian ban (‘
((i for the inconvenience. ¢
(‘1 (\)"}Eiit;tL Choir (‘
(‘1 %ﬁ? Please join us if you love singing Praises to the Lord! (‘
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$ L + 2§ § NDA & Bldbtrish | te
¢ Y i,g' 'w Sunday, December 15@ 9:30am s
¢ VGIERS MEETING &
(‘ 2020 Council Members: (‘i
¢ President: Jon Weekd year, 29term) &
t Vice President; Brad Ericks@igear, Btterm) (ﬁ?
(‘ Secretary: Beverly Ferguson flyear, 29term) (‘{“
(‘ Treasurer: Sharie Jasper ftyear, @ term) (‘;;*
2 Elders: Richard Koppe (head) Rob Cairns o
(( JD Rice Pete Dryer (‘i
¢ Jim Einwaechter Ron Appeldoorn (ﬁi
¢ Gene Junker Henry Morner AN
(‘ Trustees: Bob Engelhardt head (1st year, ® term) (‘i‘;“
(‘ ** Paul Hinrichs (ﬁ*
2 Evangelism:  Winnie MoirEngelhardt (I year, 29term) o
(‘ Stewardship: Nancy Wunsclq Cohead (5t year,5" term) (‘i
¢ Sue Cairng Cohead (24year, 29term) (‘1
(E Joyce Vietherl(styear,3™ term) (Zﬁ
t Paul Hinrichs flyear, 29term) (ﬁ;a
(‘ Jody Lomax flyear, 29term) (‘g;*
: Brenda West (tyear, 29term) N
(‘ ** Shannon Cady (‘1
t Education:  vacant o
(f ** nominee (‘i
(f We are in need of people for the Board of Evangelism and the Board of Trustees. (f“‘
(f Please prayerfully consider helping one ofthese boards. (ZG*R
(‘ Contact Jon Weeks or Brad Erickson with any questsa® above notation. (‘i‘
¢
)
Christmas Poinsettias
$10each
(please place in collection plate agdLJS O A 3
t 2AyaSaaAalraso

There is a signp sheet on the back countel
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