
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

 11201 East 38th Place 
Yuma, AZ 85367 
928-345-9694 

Email: 
Sothyuma@gmail.com 

Website: 
www.sothyuma.org 

2019 

Thoughts from Pastor Stites  
 

When is the Christmas SEASON? 

 

 There are those who are eager to start the holiday celebrations as soon as possible, while others 

are patient and want to wait till the week of Christmas, so they do not get burned out.  And then 

there are those who want a white Christmas in July because its 115 degrees outside.  While the date 

of Christmas, December 25th, is not in dispute, when are we to celebrate it? 

 The larger season of Christmas is divided up, each with its own uniqueness that enhances the 

overall season.  In the weeks leading up to Christmas, we have the season of Advent, which is a time 

of reflection and anticipation.  In a way we turn back the clock and look forward to the first coming 

of Christ, while at the same time praying for His return.  We also take a look at John the Baptist, the 

last of the Old Testament Prophets so to speak, who called Israel to repent to be ready for Jesus, and 

so we too use this time for confession and repentance in anticipation of our Savior. 

 Then the season of Christmas officially begins on December 25th (though many start on 

Christmas Eve εζηθ ), and continues through to January 5th.  This marks the famed 12 days of 

Christmas.  During this time we celebrate not just the birth, but the whole of the early life of Christ, 

not to mention several days celebrating the lives and works of several saints.  It is a time to celebrate 

that the Lord has come! 

 Then the season concludes with Epiphany on January 6th, the day we celebrate the arrival of the 

wise men.  It is sometimes referred to as ñChristmas for the Gentilesò since it is the day when 

foreigners arrived to celebrate not just the king of the Jews, but King of kings, who reigns over all of 

creation.  Then mirroring the star that led the wise men, we begin to see how the light of the world, 

Jesus Christ, had come to shine in this dark world. 

 Throughout the season, we see different highlights and hear different parts of the story, 

celebrating each one.  But this is just the beginning of the greatest story ever told.  Jesus was not just 

born, but would go on to suffer and die on the cross and rise victorious on the third day.  As we 

continue to study the whole life of Christ, we continue to celebrate the first coming of Christ as we 

also eagerly wait and pray for His glorious return.  In that sense, the Christmas season never ends. 

 So as the larger Christmas season begins on December 1st, I encourage you to celebrate.  But 

also, enjoy the journey, and do not be burnt out on Christmas before Christmas has even come.  And 

carry that joy with you the whole year through, as we also eagerly wait for His glorious return.  

Amen. 
 

Pastor Jonathan Stites 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   Wednesday, December 4th @ 7:30am at 9ǎǘƘŜǊ CƻǎǘŜǊΩǎ, *see above notation. 

   Wednesday, December 18th @ 7:30am at Winnie Moir-Engelhardt, *see above notation. 

 

    

*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published.  Please use the church directory or call 
the church office @ 928-345-фсфпΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ*  

 

December LWML Events 

Quilting for the Needy:  ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ Ϫ фΥллŀƳ 

Ladies Christmas Lunch:  Saturday, December 7th @ 11:30am 

LWML Monthly Meeting w/ Brown Bag Lunch: Wednesday, December 11th @ 12:00pm 

 

               

 
Please join us if you love singing Praises to the Lord! 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ Ϫ рΥпрǇƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ŘǾŜƴǘ 
For more information, please contact Sharie Jasper, *see above notation. 

 
 

 

Canadian Checks 

We have recently been notified by our bank that there will be a $40 service charge for any Canadian 

checks.  Because of this, we are no longer able to accept any checks from a Canadian bank.  Sorry 

for the inconvenience.  

2 Services 

We will be going to 2 services starting on 

Sunday, December 1st: 

8:00am - Worship w/ Communion 

9:30am - Bible Study 

10:30am - Worship w/ Communion 

 

Midweek Advent & Christmas Services  

Wednesday, December 4th @ 11:00am & 7:00pm 

Wednesday, December 11th @ 11:00am & 7:00pm 

Wednesday, December 18th @ 11:00am & 7:00pm 

Christmas Eve Service, December 24th @ 7:00pm 

Christmas Day Service, December 25th @ 10:30am 

 

 

Choir 

 
Now that we are at 2 services per week and having Communion at every service, Altar Guild needs 

more people to help with set up and clean up.  If you would be able to serve in this way, please 

contact Esther Foster, *see above notation. 

Christmas Day Lunch 

In order to have our annual Christmas Day Lunch at SOTH we need  

at least 1 volunteer to be in charge of it. If you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact Pastor Stites, *see above notation. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

2020 Council Members: 

 President:           Jon Weeks (1st year, 2nd term) 

 Vice President:  Brad Erickson (2ndyear, 1st term) 

 Secretary: Beverly Ferguson (1st year, 2nd term) 

 Treasurer: Sharie Jasper (1st year, 6th term) 

 Elders:  Richard Koppe (head)      Rob Cairns 

    JD Rice             Pete Dryer 

    Jim Einwaechter              Ron Appeldoorn 

    Gene Junker   Henry Morner 

 Trustees: Bob Engelhardt ς head (1st year, 2nd term)   

    ** Paul Hinrichs  

 Evangelism: Winnie Moir-Engelhardt (1st year, 2nd term) 

 Stewardship: Nancy Wunsch ς Co-head (1st year, 5th term) 

    Sue Cairns ς Co-head (2nd year, 2nd term) 

    Joyce Viether (1st year, 3rd term) 

    Paul Hinrichs (1st year, 2nd term) 

    Jody Lomax (1st year, 2nd term) 

    Brenda West (1st year, 2nd term) 

    ** Shannon Cady  

 Education: vacant 

** nominee 

We are in need of people for the Board of Evangelism and the Board of Trustees.   

Please prayerfully consider helping on one of these boards. 

Contact Jon Weeks or Brad Erickson with any question. *see above notation. 

±ƻǘŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ & Elections 
Sunday, December 15th @ 9:30am 

 

 

                                                                                                                  

Christmas Poinsettias  

$10 each 

(please place in collection plate and ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ άŦƻǊ 

tƻƛƴǎŜǘǘƛŀǎέύ 

There is a sign-up sheet on the back counter.  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ άƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

ƻŦέ ƻǊ άƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦέΦ 




