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Thoughts from Pastor Stites
A Concern for our Nation
I begin this by saying that I believe it is NOT my place to speak on EVERY political matter,
especially from the pulpit. As can be attested through my many sermons, I strive to keep politics
out of the pulpit. Even more, I do not expect everyone to agree with me on every point of
discussion. While there are some points as a Pastor I can speak on, I will endeavor not to raise any
specific issues in this text. Rather, I want to address a disturbing pattern I see emerging in our
nation as a whole, and appeal to you to listen. While I will not tell you how to vote, I believe it is
my duty to teach you how to act as Christians while carrying out your civic duties.
We recently saw two mass shootings within 24 hours. As terrible as they are, they were the
st
21 and 22nd mass shootings this year alone. And I feel guilty because I am becoming numb to
them, forgetting the reality that will stick with the victims, the families, and the communities for
years, while we simply move on, knowing that another will happen somewhere else.
But the discussions in the media have not been about the gunmen or the victims, it seems many
are quick to play the blame game, accusing anyone and everyone who is “really to blame” for all
the suffering. While at the same time, when it is someone that agrees with them, they come up
with excuses. It pains me that rather than being there for those who are suffering, these tragedies
are turned into political fights.
I do believe these things are symptoms of a greater problem facing our nation: tribalism,
polarization, extremism, and a refusal to compromise or even listen. Now I will not say one party
is innocent and the other is guilty, ALL are guilty of doing this. Both Republicans and Democrats,
Conservatives and Liberals, have been and are guilty of this.
Tribalism is the easiest to explain, it is the taking of sides, which everyone does on a variety of
matters. Where it goes wrong is when it goes beyond simple disagreement or friendly rivalry to a
definitive “us versus them” mentality. Polarization is the furthering the divide between the two
positions, not allowing for a spectrum, but demanding that people fall to one side or the other, and
thus one side are saints, the other are literal devils. This is where the most extreme positions are
found, where people are willing to take their positions and “defend,” or more likely impose, them
on others, by force if necessary
It is at this point all communication shuts down. There is no more compromise or respect, just
a war between two sides. At times it turns into each side yelling at each other, while no one is
listening. Other times, it turns into stalemates, no one is willing to budge, and whenever one side
proposes something, it is wholly rejected by the other. And in the most extreme cases, people take
up arms to tear down the other side.
This is what we see in politics at all levels, in the news media and in our conversations online,

and even in our own homes. While we talk about change on a national or global scale, it is the
challenges in the home, amongst friends and loved ones that we see bitter arguments break up
families and friends. If two people who ought to love each other cannot sit down and talk about
the issues like adults, what hope is there for our nation?
No matter where you stand politically, I encourage you to remember these words from our
Lord:
 You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will
be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable
to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You
fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and
go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. (Matt 5:21–24)
 You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say
to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your
Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on
the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect. (Matt 5:43–48)
 Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged,
and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in
your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck
out of your brother’s eye. (Matt 7:1–5)
 So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the
Prophets. (Matt 7:12)
 [And Paul said,] Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever
resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the
one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God’s
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For
he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore
one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very
thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue
is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. (Rom 13:1–7)
These passages carry with them the weight of what I am trying to convey. We are not called to
hate, to despise, to reject and condemn anyone and everyone who disagrees with us. Rather, we
are called to love and pray for ALL others, ESPECIALLY those who hate and despise us.
While these are meant primarily for our own spiritual growth and in light of persecution of the
Church, the truth of the Law extends to ALL aspects of life. You cannot compartmentalize the
Law, saying, “That law does not apply here, therefore I am free to hate, to condemn, to name-

call”. While the rest of the world still lost in the darkness of sin and death will do this, NOT
YOU! As Christ said in Matthew 5:48, “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.” We are called to emulate God our Heavenly Father and Christ Jesus, our
Savior. No “ifs”, “ands”, or “buts”.
Yes, I know that we are all fallen, we all still sin, and at times we falter. Likewise, we will
continue to receive hatred and slander from those who remain in their sin. But these do not excuse
us. As Christ said, we are called to be perfect, not to remain in our sin. There are no excuses.
That is why when we sin against God or another person, we should be the first to recognize our
sin, confess and seek forgiveness from both God and the one we sinned against.
As the golden rule states, we are to do to others as we desire them to do to us. In this case, if
we desire to be treated with dignity and respect, we must treat ALL OTHERS with dignity and
respect. But even here, it is twisted and contorted to mean, “I will treat others how they first treat
me.” NO! DO NOT MIRROR THE SIN! All this does is continue the cycle of sin, pain and
suffering, until reconciliation is impossible. You are called to start the righteous chain of actions,
you are called to act in love first, no matter how great the evil is done before and after. You are
called to love.
Even more, as we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, we are taught to forgive as we have been forgiven.
This means that you must not hold onto a grudge with anyone, to forgive them any and all sins
against you, whether we are talking about a political leader that you dislike and despise or the
family member that supports said leader. Forgive them!
Finally, we come to Paul’s words in Romans 13, they have guided the Church in how it relates
to the state for the past 2000 years. PLEASE NOTE: These words were written at a time when the
governing authorities were hostile to the Church. In fact, many times Caesar or other politicians of
the day persecuted the Church and sought to destroy it. Yet time and time again, the Church did
not seek out open rebellion and establish a new independent state but accepted and respected the
leadership. Likewise, today, whether we like or dislike, agree or disagree with those who are in
charge, we are called to respect them, to pray for them, to love and forgive them. The only time
we are to rebel is when they command breaking God’s higher law (See Acts 4).
With that said, it is easy to simply point the finger at how others are sinning, while absolving
yourself; do not do this. First and foremost, you need to examine yourself first; not the president
or congress, not the parties, not the nation or world, not the extremists, YOU! How well do you
measure up to what God has called you to live? Do you hate and despise? Do you decry and
defame? Do you spread gossip and slander? Do you refuse to even listen to opposing points of
view? Do you refuse to budge on any of your points even in the face of a rational argument? Are
you willing to compromise, or do you demand conformity? Are you calling for open revolt
against those whom God has put in place?
Christ said, “first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the
speck out of your brother’s eye.” (Matt 7:1–5) And believe me when I tell you this, I do not hold
myself above as if I am not guilty of this. As with my sermons, I AM THE FIRST AUDIENCE; I
am the first one to hear the law, to examine myself by what God has said, and I always find myself
wanting. I first examine my own life, my own failings, my own sin. It is only then that I am able
to tell others, admitting my own sin along the way.
Any changes must begin with yourself, not the world, with YOU. That is why I encourage you
to begin by changing your own practices. Begin by confessing to God that you have sinned and
seek His forgiveness. Now rise and strive to live the sanctified life, the life of love and
forgiveness that God has called us to live.

Pray for your enemies, pray for them by name. And do not pray that they would be kicked out
of office, or that they would be punished, in general DO NOT PRAY FOR YOUR WILL TO BE
DONE! Pray that GOD’S WILL is done. Even more, no matter if you agree with them or not,
first pray for their faith and salvation; like ALL mankind, they need the grace of God just like you.
Then pray that God would use them according to His good and gracious will, that He would fill
them with wisdom and understanding. And yes, you can pray that God would use them to bring
peace and prosperity to our land. Again, pray for them, whether you agree with them or not.
But don’t let it stop with politicians you will never personally interact with; what about your
friends and family? It is a shame that people cannot talk about serious issues with those they love
the most because they know they will fight. End this today. Rather, begin in love and respect, and
you tell them, no matter how the discussion goes, that you will NEVER STOP LOVING THEM.
You should be able to end even a heated debate shaking hands in respect. If you cannot sit down
and talk with someone you love, how do you expect the rest of the world to listen to you or anyone
else?
One of the biggest threats we face is the tribal “us versus them” mentality. “We need to rally
the troops against the evil enemy!” When it is that, policies, facts, events, all of it means nothing,
it is only us versus them. There is no more dialogue, there is no opportunity for compromise or
negotiation, there is no chance to even see things from the other person’s point of view.
I know this is heavy-laden, but this has been weighing heavy on my heart. It is true that this
could make a good sermon one day, and maybe one day I will do so. But for now, there is no
Gospel in this article, and I want to make sure you hear the good news that Christ died for you in a
sermon. May God have mercy upon us, and guide us according to His will.
Pastor Jonathan Stites

Text Scam
Last spring and again in the last couple of weeks, some members have been
contacted by a scammer, posing as Pastor Stites, by text. The text appears
legitimate, comes from a Yuma number, used the recipients first name and
is signed by Pastor Stites. The scammer is trying to get you to purchase gift
cards and to send them a picture of the cards.
Neither Pastor Stites nor any one from SOTH will ever do this.
This is a scam that has been targeting churches all over the country. The scammers are getting cell phone
numbers from church websites. Because of this, we will no longer be publishing addresses and phone
numbers in the monthly newsletter. For Bible Studies and other events, please look up the address
and/or phone number in the church directory, or call the church office for that information.
Below is from the Yuma County Sheriff’s Office:
Report a Scam
If you believe that you have fallen victim to a scam, please contact your local law enforcement agency.

https://www.yumacountysheriff.org/news-scams.html
The following is from the FTC (Federal Trade Commission):
Do not respond to suspicious or unsolicited text messages, advises the FTC,
warning that at least two bad things might happen if you do:
Responding to the text message can allow malware to be installed that will silently collect personal
information from your phone. Imagine what an identity thief could do with the information from an online
banking or credit card management app. If they don’t use your information themselves, the spammers may
sell it to marketers or other identity thieves.
You might end up with unwanted charges on your cell phone bill. Depending on your service plan, you may
be charged for sending and receiving text messages, even scams.
Yes, Unsolicited Text Messages Are Illegal
Under federal law, it is illegal to send unsolicited text messages or email to mobile devices, including cell
phones and pagers without the owner’s permission. In addition, sending unsolicited text or voice mail or
telemarketing messages using a mass auto-dialer, so-called “robocalls,” is illegal.
But There Are Exceptions to the Law.
In some cases, unsolicited text messages are allowed.
If you have established a relationship with a company, it may legally text you things like statements, account
activity alerts, warranty information or special offers. In addition, schools are allowed to text informational
or emergency messages to parents and students.
Political surveys and fundraising messages from charities may be sent as text messages.
How to Deal With Smishing Scam Messages
The FTC advises not to be fooled by smishing scam texts messages. Remember this:
None of the government agencies, banks, or other legitimate businesses will ever request personal financial
information via text messages.
Take your time. Smishing scams work by creating a false sense of urgency by demanding an immediate
response.
Never click on any links or call any phone numbers in an unsolicited text or email messages.
Don’t respond in any way to smishing messages, even to ask the sender to leave you alone. Responding verifies
that your phone number is active, which tells the scammer to keep trying.
Delete the message from your phone.
Report the suspect message to your cell phone service carrier's spam/scam text reporting number or general
customer service number.
Complaints about text message scams can be filed securely online using the FTC’s complaint assistant.

_______________________________________________________________
*Phone numbers and addresses will no longer be published. Please use the church directory or call
the church office @ 928-345-9694, if you need someone’s number or address for an event*

Wednesday, September 4th @ 7:30am at Sharie Jasper’s, *see above notation.
Wednesday, September 18th @ 7:30am at Joyce Bieber’s, *see above notation.
Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Tuesday morning Bible Study will resume meeting on
Tuesday, September 10th @ 8:00am.
All men are invited to attend!
The Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 2nd, in observance of Labor Day.

AED Information class
Thursday, September 12th @ 9:00am
We will have a nurse come in to explain how to use the AED
(automated external defibrillator). This is not a certification class, but
to just get familiar with the unit, which anyone can operate.
Wednesday, September 18th @ 11:30am
Taste of Mexico, 11411 S Fortuna Rd.
For more information, please contact Jon Weeks, *see above notation.
Everyone is invited to attend!
LWML Monthly Meeting w/ Brown Bag Lunch
Wednesday, September 11th @ 11:00am in the Fellowship Hall
All women are invited to attend!
For more information, please contact Sharie Jasper, *see above notation.
We are in need of year-round Altar Guild helpers!
For more information, please contact Esther Foster *see above notation.
SOTH Evangelism Team
"When we share our personal experiences of God's work in our lives, we're acknowledging
God's goodness and encouraging one another along the journey of life". Kirsten Holmberg
We are looking for fellow Christians with new ideas interested in being a part of our
Evangelism Group. If there is anyone that feels a calling on their heart to be a part of this
group, please contact me, Winnie Moir, *see above notation.
"Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in
Heaven" Matthew 5:16

With summer slowly coming to an end, it is time to start with LWML
activities. Our first meeting is in the fellowship hall on September 11,
2019 at 11:00am with a brown bag lunch and short meeting. All ladies
are invited and encouraged to attend our LWML meetings.

Esther Foster and I have been working on getting grant applications for two
local charities to be submitted to District LWML by September 15th. They will
be considered and voted on at the 2020 District LWML Convention. The
monies you donate to LWML Mites helps to fund these grants, typically
$10,000 each.

Fundraisers throughout the year are used to help local charities. There is a
list of last year’s donations on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. We
always need extra help with fundraisers even if you are unable to attend the
monthly meetings. Our list of activities for the year was in last month’s
newsletter. See me (Sharie Jasper) if you need a copy.

We have Quilting for Charity which will begin again in October on Tuesdays at
9:00am. We can use more ladies to help. You don’t have to be a quilter to work
on this project. We need people to cut, tie, and sandwich the fabrics together. Last
year we donated about 65 quilts. We have a lot of fun and fellowship getting to
know each other better.

Don’t forget our Women’s Bible Study on the first and third Wednesdays at 7:30am.
The Thursday bible study that meets at 9:30am will be starting at a date to be determined soon.

To be reviewed and approved at the Council Meeting in September:

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING
August 21, 2019

Attendees: Jon Weeks, Beverly Ferguson, Pastor Stites, Sharie Jasper, Nancy Wunsch, Dick Koppe, Winnie
Moir, Kelly Hinrichs, Bob Engelhardt and Esther Foster.
President Jon Weeks called the meeting to order at 6:55 pm.
Pastor Stites opened with prayer.
Secretary’s Report: The minutes from the June 19th meeting were distributed. Bob Engelhardt moved
to accept minutes. Sharie Jasper seconded. Motion was carried. There were no minutes for July as the
council did not meet.
Treasurer’s Report: Copies of the June and July Income & Expense Report and Balance Sheet were
distributed for review. Bob Engelhardt moved to accept the treasurer's report. Winnie Moir seconded.
Motion passed.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Stites reported that the scammers were again contacting members. He thinks
they are getting phone numbers from the newsletter on the website. Kelly has removed past newsletters
and the future newsletters will not contain phone numbers or addresses. He will be out of the office
September 22nd-25th for a conference in Phoenix and November 6th-7th for new pastors in the district.
He is instructing a confirmand.
President’s Report: Jon Weeks reported that Dan Lomax has resigned as chairman of the trustees due to
health problems. Bob Engelhardt will act as temporary chairman till the elections in December.
Vice President’s Report: No report
Elders Report: Dick Koppe reported that the elders called on forty people this past month. They are
looking for another elder.
Trustee’s Report: Bob Engelhardt reported that the survey on the property has been completed. The sign
will be installed facing east on 40th street. The cost will be in the area of $500. We will only install one
sign at this time. He had an electrician fix the lights in the sanctuary and other small problems. The cost
was $600. Sharie Jasper moved to pay the electrician. Bob Engelhardt seconded. Motion passed.
Evangelism Report: No report
Stewardship Report: No report
Education: No report
Administrative: Kelly Hinrichs reported that Emmo Foster gave us a written statement that the stain glass
windows are to be removed if we sell our church building and taken to the new building. Kelly will have
file for such requests. The Chamber of Commerce contacted her about advertising with them. It was
decided not to advertise with them. She reported that we will not have an increase in our insurance for
the new property. Rural Metro lowered our payment to $595.70 since we are a church. Kelly's daughter
will have an information meeting on September 12th for the AED machine. Portals of Prayer were
increased by 75. Healthcare for Pastor -he is staying on the same plan but there is an increase of the
premium of $141.42. Kelly and Ocean Point Financial cleaned up the Fund balances of funds that are no
longer in use, such as the Pledge Fund and the Social Ministry Fund.
Old Business: None
New Business: None
Sharie Jasper made a motion to adjourn. Nancy Wunsch seconded, and the motion was carried.
President Jon Weeks adjourned the meeting at 8:05 pm. Pastor Stites led us with the Lord’s Prayer.

September Birthdays
LUNDAHL, Linda
ABEL, Erv
SCHMIDT, Wilma
LARSON, Christian

09/01
09/02
09/04
09/09

ELLEDGE, Sharon
CARLSON, Fred
LIEBSACK, James
BASSETT, Cindy

September Anniversaries:
JONES, Paul & Cheryl (52)
SPANO, Anthony & Donna (29)
SCHMIDT, Al & Willie (53)
STUCKER, Howard & Barbara (62)
TUDOR, Virgil & Christine (15)
WATSON, Richard & Marlene (63)
EICHELKRAUT, Ron & Barbara (52)
WAGNER, Steve (32)
BRINGHURST, Josh & Lis (11)
CARLSON, Fred & Shirley (44)
THOMAS, Florence & Ray (1)

FOOD BANK
August
$207
SEASON TOTAL
January - December

$2254

Every man shall give as he is able, according
to the blessing of the LORD your God which
He has given you.
Deuteronomy 16:17

09/15
09/23
09/26
09/29

09/01
09/01
09/03
09/07
09/11
09/15
09/16
09/26
09/27
09/27
09/29

Stewardship Corner
How we view and use money affirms where our hearts are
possibly more than any other indicator. We struggle to put
money in a proper perspective because Satan, the world, and
our flesh encourage us to serve money and possessions
rather than God. Our natural inclination is to find identity,
security, and meaning in money. We may have both God and
money, but we can’t serve both (Luke 16:13). Money is a
false god. If we allow money to have lordship over us, it
becomes Money with a capital M. Through faith, we
understand that only the one true God can offer us lasting
treasure in Christ.

Did you know we have a Website? Go to www.sothyuma.org
You can view our monthly newsletter and past newsletters by going to the
Connect tab and click on Newsletter. You can also listen to previous sermons
(uploaded weekly when available) by going to the Sermon tab and clicking on
the date you would like to hear.

September 2019 at SOTH
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Fellowship every Sunday after the service (or between the services in the winter)
1
8:15am Bible Study
9:30am Worship w/ Communion
10:45am Fellowship

2 Church Office Closed

3
8:00am Men’s Bible StudyCancelled until
September 10th

4
7:30am Women’s Bible Study
@ Sharie Jasper’s
9:30am Adult Bible Study

5

10
8:00am Men’s Bible Study

11

12

9:30am Adult Bible Study
11:00am LWML Monthly Meeting

9:00am AED Class

7:30am Women’s Bible Study
@ Joyce Bieber’s
9:30am Adult Bible Study
11:30am Fellowship Lunch @
Taste of Mexico

19

6

1:00pm Purple Pinochle
Palooza

5:00pm Brown Bag Social
& Games

8
8:15am Bible Study
9:30am Worship w/ Communion
10:45am Fellowship

9

13

16

17
8:00am Men’s Bible Study

5:00pm Brown Bag Social
& Games
22
8:15am Bible Study
9:30am Worship w/ Communion
10:45am Fellowship

5:00pm Brown Bag Social
& Games
Mite Box Collection

20

21
1:00pm Purple Pinochle
Palooza

7:00pm Council Meeting
23

5:00pm Brown Bag Social
& Games
29
8:15am Bible Study
9:30am Worship w/ Communion
10:45am Fellowship

14
1:00pm Purple Pinochle
Palooza

5:00pm Brown Bag Social
& Games

15
8:15am Bible Study
9:30am Worship w/ Communion
10:45am Fellowship

7

24
8:00am Men’s Bible StudyCancelled

25
9:30am Adult Bible StudyCancelled

Fall Pastor’s Conference –
Pastor Stites will be gone from Sept 23rd – 25th
30

26

27

28
1:00pm Purple Pinochle
Palooza

