
SOTH Preschool

“Where Little Lambs Love to Learn”

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.”

-Matthew 19:14
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Parent Handbook

WELCOME

Welcome to SOTH Preschool! We are a Christian/Lutheran and Academic based Preschool that is focused on
providing a religious foundation on basic Christian Teaching and Lutheran Doctrine along with a

comprehensive foundation of math and literacy skills through research-based curricula, implemented
by a licensed educator. I bring experience from the public schools to adequately prepare your child for the

social and academic rigor of kindergarten!

Mission

The mission of Soth preschool is to provide a Christ-Centered, nurturing, engaging early learning
environment that e�ectively supports the diverse needs of children and families in our community
and creates a foundation for children to be able to enter kindergarten as lifelong learners and

critically-thinking citizens.

PHILOSOPHY

Founded in Christ, Soth Preschool creates a safe, nurturing, and stimulating environment for young
Children. As your Child’s Teacher, I care for and Value each child , as a gift from God, and entirely
promote their physical, intellectual, social, emotional, and spiritual growth. In partnership with

families, children leave SOTH with the skills that provide them with a seamless transition to
Kindergarten. Each Child develops a sense of Confidence, autonomy, self-discipline, respect, and love of

God and Neighbor. SOTH Strives To provide quality educational opportunities in a Christ-centered
Environment in Accordance with the Idaho EArly Learning Guidelines and teachings of the Lutheran
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Church-Missouri Synod. To ensure your child is provided the highest level of education, I hold a current
Idaho teaching license and participate in continued education/professional developments. I also

believe in implementing developmentally appropriate, researched-based curricula and use current best
practices in education. These include:

 O�ering ample opportunity for play and socialization.
 Keeping class sizes small.
 Providing short (15 minutes or less) direct instruction lessons.
 Maintaining structured classroom environments and promoting independent behaviors.
 Utilizing positive reinforcement techniques that create an environment where students feel

valued and loved.
 Providing opportunities to enrich all curricular areas, including language, literacy,

mathematics, art, music, and physical health.
 

Programs

Preschool

TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY-Thursday

3-5 year old students

*All preschool students must be fully toilet trained.*

drop-o� 8:55 am | instruction 9am-12:00pm

*Snack Provided
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Registration Fee | $100

There will be an Enrollment fee of $100.00 due in full at the time of registration to secure a spot for the
upcoming Fall.

Preschool Pricing | *Please Contact for Pricing*

Curriculum

Each curriculum is research based and developmentally appropriate for early learners. These lessons
are all directly taught but also supported and enriched through hands-on and small group

activities. The curriculum is aligned with the Idaho Early Learning Guidelines to ensure our
students are prepared for Kindergarten.

Reading -Zoo Phonics- This program Gives students purposeful movement and incorporates a
Kinesthetic approach for learners who are more Active.
Thematic Units/Weekly Bible Story/ Daily read Alouds/Book exploration/Reading Workshop.
Phonemic Awareness - Heggerty Phonemic Awareness This program teaches rhyming,

syllables, initial, medial, and final sounds and much more through engaging
songs, nursery rhymes, word and fingerplays.

Handwriting - Handwriting Without Tears
teaches students how to properly form letters using a visual and tactile
approach while correctly developing the skills they need to succeed in their fine
motor and handwriting skills.

Math -Basic Number SEnse will be taught Using the Learning Without Tears Program and
Hands on Manipulatives. Understanding Size, Shapes, Patterns, counting (one-to-One
correspondence), sorting/matching/classifying, identifying more or less of a quantity, etc.
Are also a big Part of early childhood Mathematics and will be taught during the school year.
Social Skills/Character Education/Cooperative Learning-An important component of early
school readiness and healthy child development is meeting a child’s social-emotional needs.
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Preschool social-emotional skills include being able to get along and cooperate with others,
manage strong feelings, focus attention, and persist at challenging tasks. “A Little SPOT of
Feelings”By Diane Alber and other books will be used to support the development of these
skills in our preschool Classroom. We will also focus on “Zones of Regulation”. This is a
program used in many Public schools Designed to Foster Self-Regulation and Emotional
Control. Examples of Biblical Character Traits we will focus on include:
Kindness/Respect/Love/EMpathy, Contentment, Self-Control, Forgiveness, Courage,
Perseverance, and Honesty. These traits will be taught and presented using specific stories
and individuals from the Bible as well as learning about “the Fruit of the Spirit”.
Christian Education- Enduring Faith By Concordia Publishing HOuse
LUTHERAN BELIEF: Learn more about this denomination, as well as our beliefs and practices,
at the o�cial LCMS website: https://www.lcms.org/about/beliefs
Through teacher and pastor, curriculum , Chapel, Bible stories, song and prayer, and daily
Devotion/Routine, the Word of God and biblical teachings are presented in a manner that
is age appropriate and relevant. If you would like to learn more about Lutheran Beliefs or
Shepherd of the Hills, please contact 208-687-1809 or visit our website
https://www.shepherdofthehills-rathdrum.org/home.

OUr Schedule

Soth Preschool will be operating as a school, and therefore we will generally follow the
Lakeland School District school schedule (Including Snow Days). . The first Day of School
will begin on the 2nd Tuesday in September and End the Last Thursday in May (last Day and
Preschool End of Year Celebration Program). A Back to School BBQ will be held the week prior
to school starting to give families and students the opportunity to get Acquainted with
one another (more info to Come). A One on One Meet and Greet with EAch student and

Family will also be scheduled before the school year begins.

https://www.lcms.org/about/beliefs
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School CLosure

SOTH Preschool will follow the Lakeland School district Calendar and will be Closed When the
School District Announces a “SNOW DaY”. (Tuition will not be adjusted for Snow day closure).
Other circumstances For School Closer may include Teacher Sickness or for Personal Reasons. I
reserve 3 PerSonal Days for possible school Closure. Should school be canceled for more than 3
days due to Sickness or other Reasons (this does not include snow days), it will reflect in a
tuition credit ($ 25 for each day canceled past 3 days) which will show on the following

month's tuition invoice.

Daily Schedule
Drop O�/Morning Work 8:55

Circle Time/Songs 9:00
Good morning song/pledge/Movement/songs/Calendar- sing songs (months, days of the week, color song,
month song)-zoo phonics
Read aloud Book
Lesson of the day

Shelf work 9:30

Devotion/bible story 10:30

snack/Read a Story/song 10:45

gym time game/outside Time 11:00

Free choice/Chapel on Tuesdays 11:30

Closing Circle 11:50

story or songs to wrap up the day

Pick Up 12:00
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*Rathdrum LibrarIan Visits our Classroom Once a month*

Daily SChedule:
• Circle/Whole Group/Read Aloud

When a lesson is taught to the entire group while sitting on the rug. These are
direct instruction lessons where teachers use a variety of materials to engage
all learners.

• Shelf Work/Centers
These are Individual or small group choice based activities that support our
weekly themes and lessons. These centers are student led.

• Small Group/One-On-One Lesson with the Teacher
When a lesson or activity is done at the table with a small group or
individually with the teacher depending on the skill taught. This provides an
opportunity for the teacher to provide more focused lessons and assess each
student's progress.

Specials:
Incorporating Chapel, Music and Art into our week is extremely important! Your child will
participate in Chapel, Music, and Art Activities. We will also provide daily opportunities for
physical fitness and gross/Fine motor skill development.

Enrollment

We are happy to enroll all 3-5 year olds in the Rathdrum area that are toilet trained and able
to use the Restroom INdependently. Enrollment will be held from April 1st – June each year.
Priority enrollment will be given to Church Members and prior students and their siblings,

followed by those students on our waiting list. The Preschool class will be limited to 12
students.
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Health Requirements

Per Idaho Code, Child Care and School Facilities are REquired to obtain Current
immunization records for each child in attendance. These records must be provided before

your child may attend class and will then be kept in your child’s file. Your child’s
immunization record must be updated as additional immunizations are received. Please

provide a current record as this happens.
*The law allows the following exemptions: Life or health-endangering circumstances,

religious belief or personal reasons. An exemption form must be filled out and signed by the
student’s parent/guardian before your child may attend class. This will be kept in your

child’s School File.

If your child is diagnosed with any of the following illnesses, they are required to be on
antibiotics for a 24 hour period before attending school.

• Strep throat
• Scarlet fever
• Impetigo
• Pink eye
• Skin infections

All other illnesses that occur at school will be assessed by the teacher to determine if the child needs
to be picked up. If your child displays any of the following symptoms, they will need to be picked up
immediately.

• Fever of 100
• Vomiting
• Diarrhea
• Rash
• Uncontrolled coughing
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Attendance

When dropping your child o� you will be required to sign your child in and out of school.
Please notify me if your child will be absent from class so I can prepare accordingly. your

monthly tuition will remain the same regardless of the number of absences.

Late Fees

Tuition will be due the 1st Tuesday of every month with a grace period of one day late. A late
fee of $35.00 will be added to the Next Month Tuition if Payment is not received on Time. If
payment is not received, and provisions have not been made to pay the past due balance,

your child may lose their space in our program.

Parent Involvement

The parent is the child’s first teacher, so I know how important fostering family support and
encouraging family involvement is! I love to invite parent volunteers into the classroom
during projects, holidays or other special events! I will be sending home information about
these opportunities throughout the year. A parent-teacher conference will also be held, where

we will celebrate your child's progress! This Conference will take place at the end of the
School year in May, unless there are concerns or Needs to discuss prior. Parents are

encouraged to Schedule a Meeting at any time should you have concerns or questions about
your child’s progress.

Some important information to start o� the year
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***The first weeks of school we will be getting to know one another and building our routines for the
school day. Creating community is a large part of the beginning of a new school year. Each week we will
have a STAR Student. . Each Week, I will pick a new student to be our star student or “special Person”.

More info to come home on this.

*** Communication
Please Check the following Daily:
*Student Mailboxes: This is where I put information that is just for you. Check your child’s Mailbox for
artwork and other class related papers.
*Mass Texting: A group text will be setup with all Parents

***We love to celebrate birthdays. Please let me know in advance if you plan on bringing in
a treat for your child to share with the class.

***Toys and personal valuables should not be brought to school. If they are, they are at school
at the child’s risk. All personal belongings should be clearly labeled with your child’s name.

***Extra change of clothes/School Items to bring Accidents happen! Please send an extra
change of clothes in your child’s school bag. (during the winter please send in extra socks too!)
-Each Child Needs a Water Bottle (Please send to school filled)
-Backpack with a change of clothes. (Backpack should be regular School size so take home Papers and crafts
can fit inside)

***Classroom behavior/consequences- I use sticker chart incentives if needed. OUr
classroom will have a calm down/quiet corner for students who might need a “break” or to regulate
their behavior. Should your child Have behavior issues during a school day, I will communicate this and
ensure you are aware of any incidents that occur in relation to your child’s behavior.

*As the classroom teacher I have high expectations for all student behavior. When a child misbehaves
regularly it disrupts the learning environment and is not fair for the other students. I will
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communicate with you should issues arise. It is my hope that we can work together for the success of
your child during this upcoming school year.

***Calendar I will send out an Updated Calendar each month. Please look for this as it may have
important info, dates, and what is going on within our Preschool community.

That is it for now! Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns as the school year gets
started.

Anna Piette
apietteSOTHpreschool@gmail.com


