
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER | 2022 

Keeping You Up To Date With Your Family at Shepherd of the Hills 

DECEMBER 
 

WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE 
 

ADVENT SERVICES Thursday at 7:00 pm 
Dec. 1 w/Holy Communion, 8 and 15 
 

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS 
Thurs., Dec. 15 at 10:30 am and 2:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES at 8:00 and 10:30 am 
Dec. 4 w/Holy Communion and Dec. 11 
 

SPECIAL SUNDAY SCHOOL SERVICE— 
“Light for Our Darkness” 
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 9:00 am 
This special service will include speaking parts by 
the Sunday School students and music by the 
church choir. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES at 4:00 and 7:00 pm 
Saturday, Dec. 24 
 

CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICE w/HC 
Sunday., Dec. 25 at 9:00 am 
______________________________________ 
 
ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 
Saturday, December 3 at 3:00 pm 
______________________________________ 
 
Beginning in January 2023 we will return to having a Saturday 
night service at 6:00 pm. Note: the Jan. 28  service will not be 
held due to the 5th Sunday service on Jan. 29 at 9:00 am. 

DECEMBER BIBLE STUDIES and CLASSES 
Education Hour for all ages at 9:15 am 
Sun., Dec. 4 and 11 
Sun. Dec. 18—Education hour will meet at 10:15 am 
No education hour on Sun., Dec. 25 
 

Adult Bible Study during Education Hour led by Pastor 
Baumgarn: “Life at its Best—Living Wisely in an Unwise 
World” by Ronald and Phyllis Chewing 
 

Ladies Monday Night Bible Study 
We will not meet in December. The next meeting is on 
Monday, Jan. 9 at 6:30 pm. We’ll discuss chapter ten from 
“Rediscovering Jonah” by Timothy Keller. Questions? 
Please contact Mindy Braun at 608-792-9238. 

 

Women’s Bible Study at 9:30 am 
Wed., Dec. 7, 14 and 21 
 

Confirmation from 6:00—7:30 pm 
Wed., Dec. 7, 14 and 21 
 

High School Youth and Bible Study—7:30 pm 
Wed., Dec. 7, 14 and 21 
 

Men’s Bible Study at 9:30 am 
Thurs., Dec. 1, 8, 15 and 22 
 

ONGOING MINISTRY MEETING SCHEDULE 
Deaf Ministry—Interpreter for Sunday worship 
Dec. 4 and 25 at 9:00 am 
(Verify with Deaf Ministry for updated schedule) 
 

Ministry Meetings 
FELLOWSHIP—Tues., Dec. 13 at 3:30 pm 
LWML—“Meet at the Tree” Christmas lunch and Bible 
Study—Mon., Dec. 12 at noon 
EDUCATION— Thursday, Dec. 8 at 6:30 pm via ZOOM 
ELDERS — Monday, Dec. 19 at 6:00 pm 
COUNCIL — Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 6:30 pm 
 
 

Schedules subject to change. Check the weekly bulletin, 
Weekly Update and Facebook for updates. 



 

 
 

SHOP WITH SCRIP 
Support youth programming by purchasing a card 
from Kwik Trip, Festival, Woodman's and many more. 
Cards are usually available for purchase Sunday mornings 
in the Narthex.  
 

PIECEMAKERS—Thursday Dec. 8 and 22 at 9:30 am 
Questions? Contact Lorraine Koch at 936-242-9941.  
 

PRAYER CHAIN—To submit a prayer request, or to join 
the prayer chain, call the office at 608-783-0330 or Sharon 
Ryan at 608-526-6731 or sryan6731@gmail.com 
 

 

THE LWML GIVING TREE 

Take a gift tag from the tree. Buy the gift and wrap it. 
Place it under the tree (with the tag attached) by 10:30 am 
on Sunday, Dec. 11. Deposit gift cards with tags attached in 
the drop-box located outside of the office. 
All gifts will be received by local families. 
 

MEET AT THE TREE 

The members of the LWML invite everyone to “Meet by 
the Tree” on Monday, Dec. 12 at noon to prepare the gifts 
that were purchased for “The Giving Tree” for delivery. 
Pastor Baumgarn will lead a Bible study and a festive lunch 
will be enjoyed. Bring an appetizer, snack or treat to share. 

BOARD of EDUCATION 
WINTER CHARITABLE OFFERING 
The winter Sunday School offerings will support our Deaf 
Ministry. 
 

ADVENT CALENDARS are available at The Welcome and 
Opportunity Center. Please take one for your family and 
another to share. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL will not be held on December 25. 
Classes will resume on Sunday, Jan. 1 
 

CHECK OUT YOUR LIBRARY! 
Check out a book or puzzle to enjoy at home, or simply 
take a book off a shelf and relax by the Narthex fireplace 
with  a hot beverage from the café. Resources for all age 
groups from children’s Bible story books, a 2023 Christian 
College Guide to a monthly Mayo clinic newsletter are 
available too — there’s even a puzzle in the process of  
being put together for you to help complete! 

 

 
 
 

 
HAVE WE GOT A JOB FOR YOU!  
Shepherd of the Hills is hiring a qualified individual to fill 
the position of EDUCATION COORDINATOR. This  
position involves coordinating Christian Education, Sunday 
School and special events such as the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt and VBS. More information—and a detailed job de-
scription—are posted at The Welcome and Opportunity 
Center. Applications are due January 1, 2023. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Easter Egg Hunt—Saturday, April 1 
Vacation Bible School—Tues.—Thurs., August 8, 9 and 10 
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FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 
LET’S PLAY PICKLEBALL! 
Are you looking for a fun way for you family and friends to  
burn off some energy during Christmas Break? Beat cabin 
fever and play Pickleball! Reserve your time by signing up 
at The Welcome and Opportunity Center. A member of 
the Fellowship Ministry will meet you at your scheduled 
time and date to open the church and help you set up to 
play. You will be responsible for putting away the equip-
ment and locking up the church. 

 
 

 

 
 
5TH SUNDAY POTLUCKS 
Grab your family, ministry—or group of friends—and host 
a 5th Sunday Potluck in 2023: January 29, April 30, July 30 
or October 29. (There is a 5th Sunday on December 31, 
but will not be held due to the holidays.) Responsibilities 
include: organizing people to set-up, tear down and bring 
food. Sign up at The Welcome and Opportunity Center. 
Your help is needed in order to continue this event. 

STEWARSHIP MESSAGE 
December 2022 Newsletter Stewardship Article shared by John Berg—
Stewardship Chair 

WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS 
WE ANTICIPATE JESUS’ COMING 
As we begin the season of Advent and look forward to 
celebrating the birth of our Savior, Jesus, we can’t help 
but consider all He has done for us. He left the glory of 
heaven, entered this sinful world and became a man. He 
is one of us, our brother. And what did He do when He 
became flesh to dwell among us? He gave His holy, pre-
cious blood, through His innocent suffering and death, 
that we might be His own and live under Him in His king-
dom forever. 
 

God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we 
failed to live, and He died the death we deserved. He was 
raised again on the third day overcoming sin and death ... 
for us. He was crucified for our transgressions and raised 
for our justification that we might live with Him eternally. 
 

After all Jesus did for us, shouldn’t we be filled with great 
joy and thankfulness? Of course, the answer is YES! But 
the problem is that we often forget. We  tend to focus on 
and remember the few things that go poorly and our daily  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

disappointments. We remember the bad things. We focus 
on discontent. And we fail to give thanks in all circum-
stances for everything (Eph. 5:20) and to rejoice in the 
Lord always (Phil. 4:4). 
 

So, remember to give thanks for all things and in all cir-
cumstances. For we have been saved from sin, death, and 
hell by the death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ.  
 

But He not only provides for our spiritual well-being, He 
cares also for this body and life. Our Father in heaven pro-
vides food and clothes, house and home, husband, wife, 
and children. He gives us our reason and all our senses. He 
has given us the raw talents that we have developed into 
careers. Everything we are and everything that we have is 
a gift from His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, with-
out any merit or worthiness in us. With Grateful Hearts 
we should continually give thanks for these things.  

RECOGNIZING THE MANY EARTHLY and ETERNAL BLESSING our Father bestows on us, the stewardship theme for 
the coming year at Shepherd of the Hills is “Grateful Hearts.” It seems logical that in this season of gratitude, each 
of us should focus on our response to God's love with a Grateful Heart. And the best time to begin is now. Rather 
than wait until January for the opportunity to consider our commitment of time, talent and treasure for the coming 
year, the gathering of Commitment Cards for 2023 will take place at worship services on Thursday, December 1 and 
Sunday, December 4. Cards can be brought forward during those services and may also be returned to the church 
office, the lock box outside the office, or placed in the offering plate at any service.  

Thank you for your gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure to Shepherd of the Hills! 



Submitted by Carolyn Bey—Secretary 
 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP REPORT— year to date 
Total Ministry Support Received:  $370,510. 
Total Ministry Support Received/Budget: 94% 
Total Ministry Expense:  $336,159 
Total Ministry Expense/Budget: 78% 
The expense is lower because we have not hired an 
Associate Pastor as yet. 

 

PASTOR CALL UPDATE 
A meeting is scheduled on 11/29 to complete paper-
work for Pastor Willie from the Synod, and to formulate 
questions to ask candidates applying for the position. 
There will be a meeting for the Voters when several 
choices are ready to be made. 

 

BYLAWS UPDATE 
One of the members resigned so they are looking for 
one or two members who are interested in joining the 
committee. The person they are dealing with from 
LCMS is Christian Gugel. 

 

HOLMEN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL INITATIVE 
LCMS has always been a strong advocate for, and crea-
tor of Christian Schools. Dr. Cody, from the Synod has 
confirmed that Parochial School enrollment is “through 
the roof’ nationwide. There is currently no Christian 
School serving the Holmen area and north, Galesville, 
Trempealeau, and the surrounding area. SOTH has al-
ways had a calling to start a LCMS School. Dr. Cody rec-
ommends an existing area congregation (SOTH) should 
take the lead and provide the focus in the school devel-
opment project.  If an approval to look into this project 
is given by the council, more information will be pre-
sented to the Voters at the January Voters Meeting. 

 

BUDGET FOR 2023 
This was discussed at the meeting and will be discuss-
ing further information on this topic in December. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
MISSION GIVING FOR 2023 

Two missions to be brought before the voters were dis-
cussed.  The 2 possibilities are LCMS Ukraine Relief and 
a local Pro Life Group. 

 

ADVENT MEALS 
These were discussed and due to lake of time to pre-
pare and implement, we will Not be doing Advent 
meals this year. 
 

STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM FOR 2023 COMMITMENTS 
Members will be receiving paperwork for pledging sup-
port for our 2023 Ministry, around Thanksgiving. Hope-
fully this will be the only request for pledges required. 

 

TRUSTEES REQUEST TO BE ON THE AGENDA FOR JANU-
ARY MEETING 

This will be to present plans for updates in the offices 
and new furniture. 
 

PARISH NURSE 
This was discussed, and since it was brought up a few 
years ago and was turned down by the voters, this will 
not go forward at this time. 
 

SUNDAY POTLUCKS FOR 2023 
Jana is putting a sign-up sheet on the board at the wel-
come center for members to sign-up to help. The Sun-
days are January, April, July and October.   
 

POSTCARDS 
are being sent out to the community advertising our 
Advent and Christmas Services.   

 

A SHOUT-OUT 
to Sharon Ryan who has been coordinating our Prayer 
Chain for 10 years! 

THANK YOU! 
On November 15, Sharon Ryan marked 10 years as the coordinator of the “Prayer Chain”. Not only has Sharon re-
ceived, organized and sent out prayer requests, she has become a friend, counselor and confidante to many of those 
who have sent in requests. Her ability to listen and encourage others continues to make her a  cherished  leader  of this 
ministry. Thank you, Sharon! 
 

3 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value  others above yourselves, 

4 

not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.  
 

Philippians 2:3-4 
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FALL OFFICE HOURS and COMMUNICATION SCHEDULE 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 am—2:30 pm 
 

Friday 
8:300 am—12:30 pm 

Please submit ALL bulletin and powerpoint entries by noon on Tuesday. 
Items received later than noon will not be included. 
January 2023 newsletter submissions must be received by noon on 
Monday, December 19.  

BIRTHDAYS DECEMBER  

Thursday—01 
Bernice Lund 
Kerry Wheeler 
 

Friday—02 
Kaye Lehrman 
 

Sunday—04 
Jan Kovars 
 

Wednesday—07 
Serena Baumgarn 
John Dissmore 
Cathy Sanden 
 

Thursday —08  
Hollie Triebs 
Noah Underkofler 
 

Friday—09 
Joan Marx 
 

Sunday—11 
Alexis Dissmore 
 

Thursday—15 
Kabryn Burns 
Fred Rick 
 

Saturday—17 
Charles Anderson 
Phil Hartmann 
Hazel Stehl 
 

Sunday—18 
Amy Breidenbach 
 
 

Monday—19 
Vicki Clauson 
 

Tuesday—20 
Linda Vetsch 
 

Wednesday—21 
Lynne Dale 
 

Thursday—22 
Todd Trautmann 
 

Friday—23 
Joyce Gilbertson 
 

Monday—26 
Carol Drury 
Ralph Schroeder 
 

Tuesday—27 
Jake Ziegelbein 
 

Wednesday—28 
Ian Janzen 
 

Thursday—29 
Shannon Mahoney 
 

Saturday—31 
Marily Magnuson 
Vickie Michalko 
Bob Schuppel 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES DECEMBER 

BLOOD DRIVE—Thursday, December 8 
1:00—6:00 pm 
To schedule your appointment to donate blood, visit: versiti.org/wi or call 877-232-4376. 
Donate for a chance to win a $500 e-gift card toward hosting the perfect “Friendship”  
celebration! 

Friday—02 
Ralph and Carole Schroeder 
 

Friday—23 
Jim and Tricia Finch 
 

Saturday—24 
Tim and Nancy Henke 
 

Monday—26 
Charlie and Sarah Sheffer 
 

Wednesday—28 
Charles Anderson and Marla French 
Warren and Carolyn Bey 

 

Friday—30 
Don and Margie Stein 

CONTACT US 
Kira Peters—Admin. Asst./Church 
608-783-0330 
office@sothonalaska.com 
 

Rev. David H. Baumgarn 
507-227-5646 
david.baumgarn@sothonalaska.com 

Terry Ours—Head Elder 
608-780—1422 
terryours@gmail.com 
 

Shepherd’s Flock Preschool 
608-781-9445 
shepherdsflockonalaska@gmail.com 

Martha Keeffe—Communications 
608-783-0330 
martha.keeffe@sothonalaska.com 

 

  Follow us 
  on Facebook 


