
Submitted by Martha Keeffe—Director of Communications 
 

ON GOOD FRIDAY, a “Prayer Vigil” was held at Shepherd 

of the Hills. People were asked to devote 30 minutes of their 
time exclusively to prayer. Participants could pray with others or 
in private, in silence or aloud, at church or at home, without any 
rules on what to pray for, or how to pray. The purpose of this 
vigil was join with others to simply have an earnest, 30 minute 
conversation with God. However, as the “Prayer Vigil” ap-
proached, I was  asked (in particular by high school students and 
some non-going church friends) why we pray. They questioned 
that if God actually listens to prayer, why is there still war, why 
do people get sick or why doesn’t God make them smarter, 
stronger or happier?  In short, they wanted to know why bother. 
 

To find out, I took the following questions, which were sub-
mitted anonymously to the Q & A section on our website, and 
asked Pastor Jacob Eichers of Faith Lutheran Church, La Crosse 
to respond:  
 

Why do we pray? And if God already knows what is 
going to happen, why bother asking him to change 
the outcome?  
 

God has a sense of humor. Just as I finished my daily Bible read-
ing from Luke 11, Martha Keeffe called to see if I could contrib-
ute to the Shepherd of the Hills newsletter. In Luke 11:1–13, 
Jesus gives us an excellent reason as to why we pray. The pic-
ture He paints is of a friend going to ask a friend for bread in an 
emergency (verses 5–10). Jesus then shifts the focus to a father 

knowing to give good gifts to his children (verse 11–13). Jesus 
concludes the section saying, “If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 

I am the father of three children. I’m by no means all-knowing, 
but I’m not clueless. I know that when 11 o’clock rolls around 
and my kids start getting cranky, it’s probably because they’re 
hungry for lunch. The same could be said of many other needs 
or wants of my children. They don’t need to ask, and I can get 
them what they need. Nonetheless, I love to hear things like, 
“Dad, I’m hungry, may we have lunch, please?” Am I completely 
clueless that I need to go off of my children’s cues? Maybe, 
sometimes, but certainly not our Heavenly Father!  
 

To be a Christian doesn’t only mean to be promised a pie in the 
sky when you die. Certainly, the eternal rewards of heaven are 
the prize to which all Christians strive. But to be a Christian 
means to be placed into a family. In my family we have conver-
sations. Prayer is a conversation with your Heavenly Father. He 
loves to hear from you. Admittedly, it’s a different kind of con-
versation. I’ve never heard the disembodied voice of God. But 
He speaks to me through His Word. For example, as I prayerfully 
read Luke 11 this morning, God was speaking to me to prepare 
me for the newsletter article I am writing to you now.  
 

Thus, three reasons why we pray: 
1. God wants to hear from His sons and daughters. 
2. Prayer cultivates a trusting attitude toward our God. 
3. God uses our prayers to open our eyes to how He is already 

fulfilling the prayers. As in, it gives us the reflex to seek out 
God to be the answer to our worries, trials, and needs.  

 

Prayer is an example of the journey and is just as important as 
the destination. Yes, God knows the outcome of that for which 
you pray, but you don’t! Therefore, pray just as you would ask 
an earthly father. Pray trusting God is listening. Pray trusting 
that no matter how He answers the prayer, that fathers know 
how to give good gifts to their children. Pray, knowing that as 
you get in the habit of prayer, the Holy Spirit is working to open 
your eyes and your heart to see how God takes care of you 
every day!   

____________________________ 
 

To submit an anonymous question 
about our church or your faith, visit our website at 

sothonalaska.360unite.com and click  on the Q & A tab 
____________________________ 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Good Things to Know 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Saturday Evening Services at 6:00 pm 
May 7 and 21 
Due to the confirmation banquet and 5th Sunday the 
May 14 and 28 services have been cancelled. 
 

Sunday Morning Services at 8:00 and 10:30 am 
May 1 w/HC, 8, 15 w/HC and 22 
 

5th Sunday Worship at 9:00 am 
May 29—Brunch style potluck following the service. 
More information on page 3. 
 

Coffee and treats in the Fellowship Hall following the 
8:00 am worship service. 

 

BIBLE STUDIES and CLASSES 
 

Women’s Bible Study at 9:30 am 
Wed., May 4, 11, 18, and 25 
 

High School Youth and Bible Study at 6:00 pm 
Wed., May 4, 11, 18, 25 
 

Men’s Bible Study at 9:30 am 
Thurs., May 5, 12, 19 and 26 
 

Education Hour for all ages at 9:15 am 
Sun., May 1, 8, 15, 22 and at 10:15 am on May 29 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE CHANGE  
BEGINNING IN JUNE! 

For the NEW worship schedule 
turn to page 5 

 

ONGOING MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Deaf Ministry—Interpreter for Sunday worship 
May 1 and 15 at 8:00 am 
(Please verify with Deaf Ministry for updated schedule) 
 

Onalaska Emergency Food Basket 
735 Sand Lake Road, 608-783-7722 
May: Peanut Butter 
Items may be left on the Mission Donation Center in 
the Narthex or delivered to the pantry. 
 

Piecemakers—May 12 and 26 at 9:30 am 
Questions? Contact Lorraine Koch at 936-242-9941. 
See you in the choir room! 
 

Prayer Chain—To submit a prayer request, or to join 
the prayer chain, call the office at 608-783-0330 or 

 

Music 
CHOIR—Wed., May 4 at 6:30 pm (Last practice until 
September) 
 

Ministry Meetings 
PRESCHOOL—Tues., May 3 at 6:00 pm 
EDUCATION —TBD 
FELLOWSHIP—Tues., May 10 at 6:30 pm 
COUNCIL  —Tues., May 17 at 6:30 pm 
LWML—TBD 
ELDERS —Thurs., May 26 at 6:00 pm 

Schedules subject to change. Check the weekly bulletin, 
Weekly Update and Facebook for updates. 

MAINTENANCE SHED "SPRING CLEANING DAY" 
Monday, May 2 from 3:00 - 5:00 pm. Help is needed to declutter and re-
organize the maintenance shed. All are welcome! 
 

LADIES MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY will not meet on Monday, May 2. 
The next Bible study is scheduled for Monday, June 6 at 6:30 pm. We'll 
discuss the first chapter of a new book - "Rediscovering Jonah" by Timo-
thy Keller. If interested, please order a book. Questions? Contact Mindy 
Braun at 608-792-9238. 
 

LOOKING FOR FURNITURE? WE MAY HAVE WHAT YOU NEED! 
The existing Narthex furniture has been replaced with new items. To find 
loving homes for the existing furniture, the trustees are accepting bids on 
the remaining furniture. If interested, the following items are up for bid: 
Two wingback chairs 
Coffee table 
Dining table w/four matching chairs 
Please fill out a "bid form" and deposit it into the marked box. The forms 
and deposit box are located at the Welcome and Opportunity Center in 

the Narthex. Deadline: Sunday, May 15. Unclaimed furniture will be 
donated to a local non-profit organization.  
 

 

SHEPHERD’S FLOCK PRESCHOOL is growing and so is our preschool teach-
ing team! We are considering adding a teacher to our staff for the 
2022/2023 school year. If you or someone you know may be interested in 
this special part-time opportunity please reach out to Kathy or Alyssa in 
our preschool office. 608-781-9445 shepherdsflockonalaska@gmail.com  
 

VBS 
Monday—Wednesday, June 20—22, 9:00—11:30 am 
A science lab is full of fascinating things that help us explain how things 
are possible. In Jesus' ministry, He did things that cannot be explained. He 
turned water into wine, walked on water, and His greatest miracle of all 
was dying on the cross and rising from the dead for our salvation. Discov-
er that Jesus does the impossible for us at God's Wonder Lab 2022 VBS!  
 

To register, use the QR code: 
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FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 

Submitted by Jana Underkofler 
 

APRIL PIZZA AND MOVIE RECAP 
We had a turnout of 12 people for the April movie, "Inn of 
the Sixth Happiness". Gladys Aylward, whom the movie is based 
upon, was a self-appointed missionary in China. She demon-
strated her love of Jesus by being a witness to the Chinese with 
whom she lived. Aylward eventually became a Chinese citizen 
and when northern China was invaded by the Japanese, she 
rescued and delivered 100 orphaned children over the moun-
tains to safety. Ask anyone.. it is well worth seeing, again. 
 

SATURDAY NIGHT MAY 14 FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
Cancelled due to confirmation banquet. The fellowship meal 
will resume in June. 
 

5th SUNDAY POTLUCK BRUNCH - May 29 
Brunch-style with egg casseroles, pastries, fruit, and side dishes. 
Please sign up at the Welcome Center and Opportunity Center. 
Join us for food, fun and fellowship! 
 

LOOKING FOR FUN? LOOK NO MORE! 
The Fellowship Team is seeking fun-loving members to join our 
ministry. If you have fellowship ideas or like to organize events 
contact Karen Schindler, Jana Underkofler, Terry Wrolstad, 
Dawn Heiden, or Linda Trautmann for more information. This is 
a great way to connect with and meet people in our congrega-
tion! 
 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

Living Sacrifices 
From the LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It 
includes this, to be sure, but it is not limited to it. Stewardship 
involves our whole life – everything we have and everything we 
are.  
 

Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we 
give of ourselves in one area then we can neglect giving in an-
other. Stewardship is not stealing from Peter to pay Paul. It is 
not a game that we play whereby we justify ourselves in not 
giving a tenth of our income because we have given in some 
other way.  
 

This is why our Lord warns: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin and have ne-
glected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting 
the others.” (Matthew 23:23) We are given to do both – tithe of 
ourselves and what we have. 

And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us: “I appeal to you 
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1–2) 

We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are 
not to have the mind of the world, where we exchange equal 
weight of this for an equal weight of that and think that we 
have done what God has required. Our whole life is given over 
for service in and for the Church of God. This is to be done in 
thanksgiving for what God in Christ has accomplished for us. 
This is our spiritual worship, the reasonable response to what 
He has done for us. Not one for the other but all in all. 
 

But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general 
principle without also giving us some practical application of 
what shape that principle is to take concretely. He gives the 
general principle that our bodies are to be living sacrifices to 
God. And, after admonishing those who have been given partic-
ular gifts of grace to serve the church, St. Paul then speaks gen-
erally of what is expected of all. He says: 
 

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 
another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fer-
vent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of 
the saints and seek to show hospitality.” (Romans 12:9–13) 

 

This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrific-
es. This is how we live out the grace of God here in time. 
Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bod-
ies – everything that we have and everything that we are – as 
living sacrifices to God, our reasonable response to what God in 
Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His death and resurrection. 
Through this, we have forgiveness of sins, a new life in Christ, 
and eternal salvation. And through this worship, the grace of 
God is made manifest in His saints – for the church and the 
world. 





MAY BIRTHDAYS 
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 
Ephesians 2:10 

Monday—02 
Theresa Fladhammer, Wade Fladhammer 
 

Tuesday—03 
Caitlyn Knobloch 
 

Saturday—07 
Diane Van Ess 
 

Monday—09 
Don Hafeman 
 

Wednesday—11 
Tom Bartig, Judy Baumgart 
 

Thursday—12 
Sherry Clements, Blake Dissmore, 
Grace Maki 

 

 Saturday—14 
 Ryan Doud, Wayne Sanden 
 

 Sunday—15 
 Bill Budd 
 

 Monday—16 
 Dredan Droullard 
 

 Wednesday—18 
 Dawn Kasten 
 

 Thursday—19 
 Mary Schultz 
 

 Saturday—21 
 Gerald Paul 
 

 Monday—23 
 Lily Doud 

 

 Wednesday—25 
 Ayden Corton 
 

 Saturday—28 
 Preston Dissmore,  
 Jessica Underkofler, 
 

 Sunday—29 
 Christine Lenser 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
 "...Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay…” 
Ruth 1:16 NIV 
 

Kevin and Nicole Corton—May 10   Andrew and Dawn Kasten; Jim and Ann Wells—May 24 
Jim and Marilyn Magnuson—May 18   Larry and Cindy Stetzer—May 30 
 

MAY Memory Verse 

“I am the ALPHA and the OMEGA, the FIRST and the LAST, the BEGINNING and the END”. 
 (Revelation 22:13) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Contact Us 
REV. DAVID BAUMGARN 
507-227-5646 
dhbaumgarn@yahoo.com 
 

KIRA PETERS—Admin. Asst./Church 
Office 
608-783-0330 
Shepherd80@sothchurch.net 
 

TERRY OURS—Head Elder 
608-780—1422 
terryours@gmail.com 
 

SHEPHERD’S FLOCK PRESCHOOL 
608-781-9445 
shepherdsflockonalaska@gmail.com 
 

MARTHA KEEFFE—Communications 
608-783-0330 
maklou98@gmail.com 

 

 

CHANGE IS COMING 
 

Beginning Thursday, June 2 

The Saturday Night Worship Service will be 
replaced by a Thursday Night Worship Service 
at 7:00 pm 

 

Beginning Sunday, June 5 
There will be only ONE Sunday Service 
at 9:00 am. 
 

Two services (8:00 am/10:30 am) will 
resume on Rally Sunday, September 11. 
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