
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

December 13, 2020  Third Sunday of Advent  

Welcome 

Once He Came in Blessing             LSB 333 

1 Once he came in blessing, 

All our sins redressing; 

    Came in likeness lowly, 

    Son of God most holy; 

Bore the cross to save us; 

Hope and freedom gave us. 

 

2 Now he gently leads us; 

With himself he feeds us 

    Precious food from heaven, 

    Pledge of peace here given, 

Manna that will nourish 

Souls that they may flourish. 

 

3 Soon will come that hour 

When with mighty power 

    Christ will come in splendor 

    And will judgment render, 

With the faithful sharing 

Joy beyond comparing. 

 

4 Come, then, O Lord Jesus, 

From our sins release us. 

    Keep our hearts believing, 

    That we, grace receiving, 

Ever may confess you 

Till in heav’n we bless you. 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Spirit of Christ! 

 

If you are worshipping inside, please choose chairs that 

work for the number of people in your family. 

 

If you are worshipping outside, you’re welcome to sit 

wherever you are comfortable inside or outside of your car. 

Tune your vehicle radio to 96.5 FM to hear the service. 

 



Invocation 

P We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession & Absolution 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as his people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking his grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 

us to everlasting life. Amen.  
 

We take time in silence to confess our personal and communal sin before 

God, confident that we will receive forgiveness. 
 
P Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for 

his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen! Thanks be to God! 

 

First Reading                   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2 
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 

    and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 
3 
    and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty 



    instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy 

    instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

    instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    a planting of the LORD 

    for the display of his splendor. 
4 
They will rebuild the ancient ruins 

    and restore the places long devastated; 

they will renew the ruined cities 

    that have been devastated for generations. 
8 
“For I, the LORD, love justice; 

    I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 

In my faithfulness I will reward my people 

    and make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 
Their descendants will be known among the nations 

    and their offspring among the peoples. 

All who see them will acknowledge 

    that they are a people the LORD has blessed.” 
10 

I delight greatly in the LORD; 

    my soul rejoices in my God. 

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 

    and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 

For as the soil makes the sprout come up 

    and a garden causes seeds to grow, 

so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness 

    and praise spring up before all nations. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading               1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16 

Rejoice always, 
17 

pray continually, 
18 

give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
19 

Do not quench the Spirit. 
20 

Do not treat prophecies with contempt 
21 

but test them all; hold on to what is good, 
22 

reject every kind of 

evil. 
23 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 

May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24 

The one who calls you is faithful, 

and he will do it. 



P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                John 1:6-8, 19-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter. 

C Glory to you , O Lord. 
6 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 

7 
He came as a 

witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might 

believe. 
8 
He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to 

the light. 
19 

Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem 

sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 
20 

He did not fail to 

confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 
21 

They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the Prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” 
22 

Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to 

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 

John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one 

calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 
24 

Now the Pharisees who had been sent 
25 

questioned him, “Why then do 

you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 

“I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do 

not know. 
27 

He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 

This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where 

John was baptizing. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Hark the Glad Sound                  LSB 349 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 

 



3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of his grace 

    To enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

    With thy belovèd name. 

 

Homily 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from   

  heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And he will come again with glory to judge both the living    

  and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

  glorified, 



     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 
8 a.m. worship will continue below. 10:30 a.m. worship proceeds to the 

Benediction.  

  

Preface        spoken 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Sanctus 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your 

name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

The Words of Our Lord 

Agnus Dei  

C  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

  

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 

 

 



Distribution 
We believe that as we partake of the bread and wine in Holy Communion, 

Jesus the Messiah is feeding us with his own true body and blood. In eating 

his body and drinking his blood we receive the promise that our sins are 

forgiven, and that we will therefore live eternally with God. We also believe 

that this eating and drinking is a confession of our faith. 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and if you share our 

understanding of Christ's Real Presence in this meal, you are welcome to 

receive Christ's body and blood for your benefit. 

 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus            Choir  

 

Dismissal 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and give T you peace. 

C  Amen. 

 

On What has Now Been Sown                     LSB 921 

1 On what has now been sown 

    Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is thine alone 

    To make it sprout and grow. 

Do thou in grace the harvest raise, 

And thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 

2 To thee our wants are known, 

    From thee are all our pow’rs; 

Accept what is thine own 

    And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 

And to thy Word a blessing give. 

 

3 O grant that each of us, 

    Now met before thee here, 

May meet together thus 

    When thou and thine appear 

And follow thee to heav’n, our home. 

E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

Sending  



P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Outreach Matters 

 
 

Evangelism is not a program or a committee or a board.  

 

 

Evangelism is the way—we welcome guests 

 

Evangelism is the way—we invite our friends and 

neighbors to our church 

 

Evangelism is the way—we pray for those who are 

hurting and in need. 

 

Evangelism is the way—we conduct ourselves at work 

and in our communities.  

 

Evangelism is the way—we reach out to share and 

proclaim God’s love.  

 

Evangelism is a way of life.  It involves both passion 

and compassion.  It believes that Jesus Christ has 

something to offer the world. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Serving in Worship This Morning 

December 13, 2020 

Elders 
Kevin Zimmerman 

Jeff Williams 

Nick Fuhry  

Phil Hagel 

Terry Elhardt 

Phil Marquardt 

Organist 

Karine Platt 

 

Altar Guild: 

Karen Zimmerman 

 

 Serving in Worship Next Week: 

Altar Guild:  

Natalie Hofmann 

In our prayers 
Celebrating Anniversaries this week:  Chuck and Dixie Kolk 12/18 

Celebrating Birthdays this week:  Ron Garwood 12/13, Sue Anderson 

12/16, Dixie Kolk 12/18 

        

This Week at a Glance 

Today 8:00 a.m. Indoor Worship 

 9:15 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study  

 10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship 

 11:45 a.m. Congregational Voter’s Meeting 

 6:00 p.m. Bible Project Bible Study via  

   Zoom  

Tuesday 12:00 p.m. Congregational Prayer 

Wednesday 3:30 p.m.  Youth meet at church for NACE     

   Event 

 6:45 p.m. Midweek Advent Service 

 7:30 p.m. Safe Bell Choir 

Thursday 7:00 p.m. Safe Choir 

Friday 6:00 a.m. Mens’ Bible Study 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Indoor Worship 

 9:15 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study via Zoom 

 10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship 

 6:00 p.m. Bible Project via Zoom 

 

 

 

 



Notes of Information 

THANK YOU:  The youth would like to thank the congregation for 

supporting our bake sale.  You bless us beyond what we could ever 

imagine.   

 

Congregational Caroling:   Come and join the choir as they spread the 

Christmas message at Edgewood Assisted Living.   We will be singing 

outside in the courtyard.   Bring your best voice and your Christmas spirit.   

We will be meeting at Edgewood Assisted Living at 3pm, Sunday 

December 20
th
.   12450 Cloud Drive, Blaine MN 55449.    

 

Youth Bonfire:  The youth will have a bonfire this Wednesday from 5 PM 

to 6:30PM.   They will attend Advent Service following the bonfire as a 

group.  Bring roasting sticks if you have them, the youth board will 

provide hotdogs and marshmallows to roast.  Come and join us for some 

fresh air and fellowship. 

 

NACE:  The youth will be helping with distributing Christmas meal boxes 

on December 16, 2020 from 4-6 PM.   NACE is in need of single serving 

foods that can be easily microwaved such as soup in a can, easy mac, or 

snacks that are individually wrapped such as crackers, cookies or granola 

bars.    They are also in need of personal items such as soap, shampoo, 

feminine hygiene products, deodorant, toothpaste, laundry soap and toilet 

paper.   If you would like to donate these items the youth would be happy 

to bring them to NACE ! You can place donations in the box in the Narthex.   

If you have any questions please reach out to Laura at 763-273-7015 or in 

the church office.     

 

Mercy Ministry- Personal relationship, in reach and outreach, caring, 

sensitivity, heart for other in need, following Jesus’ lead with the lost and 

needy.  If any of the above tug at your heart strings an opportunity has 

presented itself as the coordinator of the Mercy Ministry.  This position is 

open to men and women.   If you have questions please contact Judy 

Waterman at 763-567-9811 

 

Bible Project- Join us each Sunday evening from 6-7 PM via Zoom as we 

explore the Holy Scriptures using the work of the Bible Project! We’ll 

watch and discuss videos that explore how we read Scripture, the unified 

theme of the Scripture as God’s story of redemption through Jesus, and 

how the Bible uses design patterns that communicate important aspects of 

our Christian theology and life of faith.   The code for the Zoom meeting 

will be the same is Sunday morning bible study.   

 



We Are Here! In the Fellowship Hall you will find a map of Anoka County 

and another map for those who don’t live in Anoka County. We hope you 

will be interested in marking where you live. You will find stick pins and a 

box with your name in it. This is a project of the Board of Evangelism. We 

thought it might be helpful to know where we all live. We want to say a big 

thank you to Carol Dangers and Cheryl Herschman who did all the work for 

this project. If you have any questions contact Cheryl at 612-408-6984, 

Carol at 763-755-1515 or Elaine at 763-442-2851. 

 

Greeting Card Bundles The Youth Group is offering Greeting Card 

Bundles (available in the Narthex) for fundraising efforts to support the 

Youth Group activities and missions such as the National Youth Gathering 

2022 in Houston Texas. Please leave a free will payment in the box next to 

the cards.     

 

Trustees Need Your Help Andrew Kuntz on behalf of the Board of 

Trustees is looking for individuals or families to help with lawn mowing 

and snow removal. The task has fallen to just a couple of individuals 

recently. Please let Andrew know if you’re willing to be added to a 

schedule and serve perhaps once a month. andleskuntz@gmail.com or 

612-685-4739. 

 

Sermons and bulletins posted online Audio recordings of worship 

sermons and digital bulletins are posted weekly at soclc.org. Check them 

out if you’re not able to make it to drive in worship or would like to avoid a 

paper bulletin! 

 

Offerings via Give+ Online giving is easy to do, one-time gifts and 

recurring donations are accepted. Visit the link at soclc.org to sign up or 

learn more.  

 

Thrivent Dollars:  Just a reminder to designate Thrivent Choice dollars 

for 2020.  Spirit of Christ is an eligible Thrivent Choice organization.  

For individuals over 70 1/2 years of age, you can make a tax-free IRA 

distribution directly to a qualified charity.   Spirit of Christ is a qualified 

organization.  Speak to your financial advisor for more information.  

 

Shredright4Good Youth Fundraiser: Every day, America uses enough 

paper to wrap around the earth 20 times! Why not put some of that paper to 

work raising funds for Spirit of Christ's Youth while protecting the 

environment and your identity. The Youth have two locked containers here 

at church to collect confidential paper. Shredright4Good will pick it up to 

shred and turn in to re-cycled paper products.  Nice and easy, just bring in 



your freewill offering with your paper. Start protecting your identity, the 

environment and building up the Youth of Spirit of Christ. We thank 

you for your support.   

 

Spirit of Christ Book Club: We will be taking a break in December and 

will return in January.  If you have any questions please reach out to  Joan 

Mager 763-434-9652. 

 

Lost and Found:  There are a number of items in the lost and found bin.  

If you are missing hats, gloves etc.  Please check the bin located in the 

Narthex.  

 

'The Lutheran Hour' can be heard at 6:00 a.m. Sundays on WCCO radio. 

 

 

December 6,  2020  

 
Average Offering $5013 

Average offering needed 

per week to fulfill work 

plan $5635 

 

Readings for next week: 

2 Samuel 7:1-11,16, Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2749 NE Bunker Lake Blvd 

Ham Lake, MN 55304 

www.soclc.org 

Our Mission: To live in love for God and one another reaching out to all 

people, proclaiming and sharing the love of Christ. 

Church Office: 763-755-7234 

Pastor Jason Neel: soclcpastor@gmail.com 

Music Director John Peterson: carsinger@aol.com 

Office e-mail: secretary@soclc.org  

Prayer Chain (Sue Hurst): sd_hurst@yahoo.com 

 


