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Pastor’s Message
Saints,
As we come out of an election which demonstrates that a spirit of division exists
among the citizens of the country, and as we move toward the celebration of
Thanksgiving, I would like to let a far wiser person than me do most of the
talking. In the presidential proclamation for Thanksgiving Day in 1863, President
Abraham Lincoln had this to say:
"It is the duty of nations as well as of citizens to owe
their dependence upon the overruling power of God; to
confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow,
yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead
to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime
truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by
all history, that those nations are blessed whose God is
the Lord....
"We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties
of heaven; we have been preserved these many years in
peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers,
wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown.
But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the
gracious hand which preserved us in peace and
multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we
have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts,
that all these blessings were produced by some superior
wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with
unbroken success we have become too self-sufficient to
feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace,
too proud to pray to the God that made us.
"It has seemed to me fit and proper that God
should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully
acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by
the whole American people. I do therefore invite
my fellow citizens in every part of the United
States, and also those who are at sea and those
who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart
and observe the last Thursday of November as a
day of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent
Father who dwelleth in the heavens. And I
recommend to them that while offering up the
ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular

deliverances and blessings, they do also, with
humble penitence for our national perverseness
and disobedience, commend to his tender care all
those who have become widows, orphans,
mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife
in which we are unavoidably engaged, and
fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty
Hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to
restore it as soon as may be consistent with the
Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace,
harmony, tranquility and Union."
I’m not of fan of what folks term “TL;DR” (“Too Long; Didn’t Read”). I think
these words are worth your time. However, if the language was too offputting, these are his points:

•
•
•
•
•

We owe everything to God.
We are often tempted to forget that we owe everything to God.
Let’s stop patting ourselves on the back long enough to thank God.
Let’s also tell God we’re sorry for being stubborn and stupid.
Let’s also ask God to bless and care for those who are hurting right now,
and to bring peace, harmony, and tranquility.
We recognize that our most important “national” identity is living as citizens
of the holy nation of believers in Christ. We also know that through Jesus
the Messiah, God takes joy in the Royal Priesthood lifting up thanksgiving,
forgives our sins, and reshapes our lives. So let us come before our Father
in the name of Jesus, following President Lincoln’s advice about a posture
that fits our dual citizenship.
Sounds like a pretty good recipe for a dish to complement Thanksgiving

dinner, doesn’t it?
Blessings on your days of thanks, Saints.
Pastor Jason Neel

Music Ministry
Remodeling and Renovation Projects
I am a HGTV junkie. I like home improvement shows. Mostly because of the
before and after and all the work necessary to get to the after. While it only takes
30 to 60 minutes to complete a remodel on television, you know much more
effort went into it than that. Many of these Extreme Makeovers and complete
renovations take months and even years. Most require several, if not armies of
people to get the job done.
Renovating a house is hard work and is much more than just a coat of fresh paint.
The Apostle Paul talked about remodeling and rebuilding a lot. Only he was
talking about our minds and souls. In his writings to the Romans, Paul talks of
renewal and complete renovation.
I recently read an outtake from a book “Hide This in Your Heart” by Michael
Frost and Graham Hill published by NavPress that compared home renovation to
heart, mind, and soul renovation. In Colossians 3:2 Paul writes, “Set your minds
on things above, not on earthly things.” To change our world view we ‘need to
retrain our brains to be less self-focused and self-defeating and to be centered
more on Christ.’ Sounds like renovation to me.
So, how do we do that? Contact the best general contractor, carpenter,
manufacturer, and builder available. With God as the General contractor, and
Jesus as the carpenter, His spirit leads the way and renovation can begin and
continue.
The authors of “Hide This in Your Heart” suggest ‘that renewal of our minds is
achieved by allowing Scripture to remodel our thought life.’ That happens when
we are in worship and fellowship while studying God’s Word. It happens when
we are regularly renewed by Jesus in Holy Communion. It happens in prayer and
Bible study. It happens when we remain, dwell, meditate, study, listen, read, sing,
exercise our faith, and immerse ourselves in our Creator, Savior, Brother, Healer,
and Friend.
This renovation of us is ongoing and lifelong. The Psalmist says we are to “have
hidden your word in my heart…” (Psalm 119:11). Paul says “to test and approve
what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2).

Remodeling and renovation require commitment and tenacity. Constant
maintenance is a necessity. And so too our spiritual lives. Study God’s Word and
implement it to your life. Pray. Join a study group. Implement, adjust, renew, and
sing a new song!

Go to NavPress.com and check out “Hide This in Your Heart” to review what I
read. May renewal, renovation, and remodeling continue in and through Jesus to
you!

Worship Updates
The Elders are introducing a new worship schedule beginning on
November 1. This schedule will be in effect for the time being while the
situation continues to be assessed. The Sunday morning schedule will be:

Indoor Worship at 8:00 a.m.
face coverings required indoors
no nursery
no drinking fountains

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.
Preschool – High School Sunday School
Adult Bible Study

Outdoor Worship at 10:30 a.m.
The Elders are currently working on the church’s COVID-19 preparedness plan
based on the Minnesota Department of Health Guidance for places of worship.
At this time, registration is not necessary to attend indoor worship.
Please stay home if you or anyone in your household is sick or has symptoms.
If you have any questions or concerns please contact your Elder. If you’re unsure
about who your Elders is, Pastor Jason can help you!

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, November 25 at 6:45pm
Advent Services:
Wednesday, December 2 at 6:45pm
Wednesday, December 9 at 6:45pm
Wednesday, December 16 at 6:45pm
Wednesday, December 23 at 6:45 pm

Education Ministry
Bible Project- Bible Study
Sundays at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall
Experience the Bible in a way that is approachable, engaging, and
transformative. The Bible Project does this by showcasing the literary art of the
Scriptures and tracing the themes found in them from beginning to end.
Rather than taking the stance of a specific tradition or denomination, we
create materials to elevate the Bible for all people and draw our eyes to its
unified message.
Sunday School- Sunday School continues to meet at 9:15am for Preschool
through High school
Sunday Morning Adult Bible study- Meets at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall.

Rocky Railway VBS…
CHUGGED TO SUMMER 2021
Most of us weren’t able to board
the train this summer but we know
that Jesus is pulling us through
until we can have VBS again!
Stay tuned because the Rocky
Railway will return next summer
and we want YOU to ride along
with us as we learn about Jesus’
mighty power.

We want to pray for you!
The Spirit of Christ prayer chain
is active and ready to lift up
petitions of all kinds.
Don’t hesitate to reach out with
your needs, concerns, and
prayers of thanksgiving.
Sd_hurst@yahoo.com

Bells and Choir Musicians are
Needed!
Rehersals are masked, spaced and
shorten to follow Covid-19
Guidelines. We are need of many
voices and talents. If you feel safe
please consider raising your voice
or sharing your talents! See John
with any concerns or questions.

Youth Ministry
Thank you for all who came out
and participated or supported
the SOC Youth’s 1st Annual Trunk
or Treat Event!
We handed out 46 treat bags
with VBS and Worship
information included!

Bake Sale!!!

All baked goods will be made with Covid 19 precautions including
masks and gloves during prep and boxing of baked goods.
Baking will be done in small groups of no more than 4 youth and
1 adult.
December 6- Before and After Service.
Pre-orders accepted and appreciated! Offerings are Decorated
Sugar Cookies, Caramels, Fudge, Chocolate Chip Cookies, Rice
Krispy Bars, Peanut Butter Blossoms, Chocolate covered pretzels.
Please Email your Pre-Orders to Laura.Marquardt634@gmail.com

Youth Group Upcoming Events:
Senior High Youth Group: Wednesday Night Fellowship 6p-8p- Open
th
th
to all 9 -12 graders.
All Youth Events:
November 15: Work day in the Barn - Following Sunday School- Be
prepared to paint and clean the barn. Please bring $5 for pizza for
lunch.
November 22: Work Day in the Barn- Following the Voters meeting.
Please be ready to finish painting and pulling up the carpet upstairs.
December 4: Baking and Cookie Decorating 6p-9p
December 5: Baking and Cookie Decoration 11am-6p
December 6: Bake Sale before and after services.
December 19: Christmas Party and gift exchange 6p-11p
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