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So here we are. We made it. You made it to Christmas Eve. I trust that since you’re 
here this evening you have everything under control. The house is clean...enough. The 
presents are perfectly wrapped and placed ever so neatly underneath the beautifully 
decorated Christmas tree. Everything you need for Christmas dinner has been 
purchased and is simply awaiting your expert preparation. We made it to what is for 
many the favorite service of the year. We hear the familiar Christmas story. We sing our 
favorite Christmas hymns. We light candles and meditate on the birth of Jesus.  
 
We….made it. Or...maybe not. Maybe you just realized that you forgot to clean the 
guest bathroom and the in-laws are staying over. Maybe you accidently forgot to buy a 
gift for someone important or you had equal numbers of gifts for both your children but 
you did such a good job hiding them around the house that not even you can remember 
where you put them and now...someone is getting one less present this year. Or maybe 
you’re trying out a new recipe for guests this year and you ran out of time to do a test 
run on your family or roommates and, now that I mention it, your anxiety is starting to 
grow and you’re starting to wonder if now is an OK time to go with an old tried and true. 
It’s not.  
 
Oh Christmas. It’s supposed to be perfect, right? But most of us, rather than crushing it 
just kind of stumbled our way to the finish line. Or stumbled our way to this point but 
then comes New Years and then you have to go back to work or school and, although 
you might get a little bit of a breather, it all just starts right back up again in this ever-
faster treadmill we call life. And that’s just the little microcosm of our own lives. What 
about the rest of life that’s going on around us? What do you have to look forward to in 
2020? Impeachment trials and then elections? I’m not trying to bum you out, it is 
Christmas after all! But this is just the reality of our lives. Nothing is ever quite as perfect 
as we would like it to be. 
 
Nevertheless, it’s in this context that we enter into worship this evening. We come to 
this place for what I hope and pray is a time of rest and reprieve for you and your family. 
A time to meditate on the miracle of the Christ child. And a time to meditate on a simple 
question which we have been asking all throughout the Advent season in preparation 
for this Christmas celebration.  
 
And the question is simply this: “Who is Jesus?” In the midst of our busy and frantic 
lives, it’s a question that is tempting to simply skip over as we move onto more practical 
things but in actuality, it’s the most important question we can ask simply because it’s in 
the midst of our busy lives that Jesus meets with us. So we want to know: Who is 
Jesus? What does Jesus do? It’s the single most important question you and I could 
possibly ask and, yet, for all its import, there seems to be a wide range of answers to 
this all important question.  
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You might ask 50 different people and get 50 different answers. Some say Jesus is a 
therapist. He helps us cope with the stress of family gatherings, heals our past, and 
reminds us not to be too hard on ourselves, especially during the holiday season. 
Others might say that Jesus is a hippie who teaches us to give peace a chance and 
reminds us that all we really, truly need this Christmas season is love. Still others might 
say that Jesus is a revolutionary, teaching us to rebel against the status quo and to fight 
back against corporate greed and the commercialization of Christmas. 
 
Those things might be fine, but are they really what Jesus is all about? Are these the 
things that Matthew, the writer of our Gospel reading for this evening, goes to great 
pains to convey to us, his readers? No - I don’t think so. 
 
So what about the real Jesus? The biblical Jesus? The Jesus of whom Matthew writes? 
This evening we’re going to look and see just exactly what it is that Matthew wants us to 
know about Jesus and we’re going to do it by looking at two names for our Lord. Two 
names he receives in our text this evening. These two names are the key to 
understanding who Jesus is and what Jesus has done. 
 
Joshua - YHWH Saves 
So we read in Matthew 1:21, “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins”. ‘Jesus’ is the English 
form of the Hebrew name Joshua. It means ‘the LORD saves’. The child’s name is 
Jesus - or Joshua - because the name itself foreshadows what this child who is to be 
born is all about. Jesus is all about saving his people from their sins. 
 
Jesus is all about coming to redeem and restore a creation that has gone amuck. And 
you know what it’s like to live in a creation that isn’t at all how God created it to be. All 
the family issues that get dragged out again and again. All the stress and anxiety that 
you feel as you prepare. The need and desire you have to impress and earn the 
approval of others with Christmas perfection. This is all part of what it means to live in a 
broken, sinful world. This is, quite simply, not how God intended it.  
 
We were created for relationship, for perfect relationship with ourselves, with one 
another, with creation, and with God Himself. No transactions. No pretenses. Nothing 
getting in the way. But because sin and death entered into the world, we have all 
experienced each of these relationships go very, very wrong, haven’t we? In our 
relationships with ourselves, one another, with creation, and with God we see the 
effects of sin every single day. 
 
But the Good News of Christmas is simply in that name: Jesus. Jesus is born into this 
sin-infected world not to shame us for our sin or annihilate us because of our sin. But to 
save us from our sin. His name is Jesus because “he will save his people from their 
sin”. 
 
To save us from our sin is not only to forgive us for our sin. Jesus certainly brings us 
forgiveness but he also brings us salvation from it. As God led Israel out of Egypt, so 
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too does God, through Jesus, lead us out of our sin. Through the resurrection of Jesus, 
God has, once and for all, freed us from the power of sin and death and brought us into 
a new land….a new creation. We have been restored to newness and life. 
 
This is what Jesus has done and is doing. Healing and restoring this world as God had 
intended it. Obliterating sin and death so that our relationship with God, His creation, 
one another, and even ourselves might be marked with grace and mercy, healing and 
compassion. 
 
Jesus - Joshua. In the very name of our Savior we see what God is up to. He will save 
his people from their sins. To redeem and restore us and bring us into everlasting, 
resurrected life.   
 
Immanuel - God with Us. 
While we wait for that day when Christ returns to fully restore us to a right relationship 
with God, we hang on to another name from our text this evening. Matthew continues in 
our text for this evening, “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet, “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel - which means, ‘God with us’”.  
 
“God with us” is all over Matthew’s Gospel. It’s everywhere. Here in the beginning, 
Matthew tells us that Jesus is God with us. In the middle, Jesus reminds his disciples 
that where two or three gather in the name of Jesus, he is in their midst. And then at the 
end of Matthew’s Gospel, in the very last verse, Jesus tells his disciples, “I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
Jesus is not only our Savior from sin. Jesus is Immanuel. He is God up close and 
personal. He is God in us...God behind us...God going before us. Jesus, Immanuel, is 
God, entering the muck and mire, the chaos and confusion of our lives. 
 
We might feel like we’re limping along through life. We might feel like at every turn we 
just straight up struggle through it all. And, let’s be honest, sometimes the trappings of 
this particular season highlight our struggles. Whether it’s a struggle with loneliness, 
with depression, with perfectionism, with materialism...whatever it is...whatever it is that 
gets in the way of our relationship with God, His creation, one another, or ourselves. 
 
But the Good News of Christmas? God, in Jesus, has entered into it all with us. God is 
present. Every moment of every day. This is not a threat. This is not a threat that God is 
looking over our shoulders. This is a promise of comfort and peace because it means 
that we’re not struggling along alone. It means that we’re not as isolated as we feel 
some days. It means that, to the very end of the age, Jesus will never leave us nor 
forsake us. There is nothing we can do...nothing we can say...no failure in life is too 
great...for our Lord Jesus to abandon us.  
 
Immanuel. It means God with us. It doesn’t mean that life will be perfect. It doesn’t 
mean we won’t fail or get tired or worn out or never feel alone again. But it does mean 
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that we have the assurance of our God. It’s the assurance of his unconditional love for 
us. It’s the assurance of his unconditional presence in our lives. It’s the assurance that 
God has not left us or forgotten us. That, friends, is the promise of Christmas. 
 
Conclusion 
So, I guess, this is the deal. Whether you floated in here this evening on Christmas 
spirit, candy canes, and marshmallows or if dragged yourself here, tired and weary from 
a long, cold, dark, busy season...however you got here tonight...wherever you find 
yourself tonight ...the promises of Christmas are sure and certain. The reason for our 
presence in this place this evening is the same. It’s to receive the gifts of God that God 
wants to give us, his people, tonight: 
 
Our Lord is born. Jesus - who by his life, death and resurrection has saved his people 
from their sins. He has lived and died so that this broken creation might be restored and 
healed. And as we await that Day when Jesus returns....we live with the promise of 
Immanuel: the living God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit...He is with you always to the 
very end of the age. Amen. 


