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Focus: In Jesus God has provided for us a scapegoat from all of our sin. 
 
Function: That my hearers would stop blaming other people for their sin, confess it, and 
release it into the desert!  
 
I woke up on Thursday morning and suddenly realized that I missed an appointment on 
Wednesday afternoon. Oh no! I thought. What am I going to say? What’s my excuse? I 
know...it was accidently deleted from the calendar on my phone. Do you see what I did? 
Even at 5:30 in the morning I’m pretty clever. My first reaction was to distance myself 
from the mistake. The appointment didn’t accidently delete itself from my calendar. 
Someone else didn’t delete it from my calendar. I deleted it from my calendar. But what 
do I want to tell the person I stood up? Well, it was accidently deleted.  
 
In one way or another, we all do this very thing, don’t we? When a mistake is made, 
when an offense is committed we all start looking for a scapegoat. How can I spin this 
so the blame doesn’t fall squarely on my shoulders? How can I, though I am guilty, 
come off looking clean as a whistle?  
 
Well, we look for a scapegoat. There’s some pretty common false scapegoats out there. 
We’ve probably all, at one time or another, tried to place the blame for our own mistakes 
on them.  
 
Maybe we want to blame our parents. Look at my parents! Look at how imperfect they 
are! If it wasn’t for them I would be so much more well-adjusted than I am today! If only 
my parents were a little nicer, if only my parents gave me more things, if only my 
parents had bailed me out one more time. Oh, we like to blame our parents, don’t we?  
 
What about our peers? Yeah, we really like to throw our friends under the bus. Why 
didn’t you remind me? Why didn’t you do this? or that? It’s not my fault it’s his! I’ve even 
heard this around here before. If only they did this.  
 
And of course we blame our partners. If only Jen had left me a note instead of just 
reminding me I probably would have remembered! ha! 
 
It’s always someone else’s fault, isn’t it? Man, we want a scapegoat SO bad! We want 
another person to blame for our own wrongdoings, our own mistakes, and our own 
faults. We want someone else to blame for our pain and for our problems. There are no 
perfect parents, perfect peers, perfect partners. But, we still insist, “They’re all guilty! 
Guilty! Guilty as charged!” That’s why we twist their words; interrupt their sentences; 
and point our accusing finger. We take the things that they have done and said and we 
assume they did and said these things because they were out to get us! Out to harm us 
and do us wrong! Sound familiar? It should because it’s our ongoing internal dialogue.  
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It’s their fault. They’re guilty. I’m just the innocent victim over here.  
 
So what’s the solution? Of course we need to take responsibility for our own actions or 
inactions but that doesn’t mean we heap all of the guilt and shame upon ourselves, 
though. It doesn’t mean we need to go home and sulk and sit in sackcloth and ashes! It 
simply means we need to stop blaming the wrong scapegoats and find the right 
scapegoat. We need to find the scapegoat that will lovingly take on our pain and our 
problems...a scapegoat that will take it all away. And we see that scapegoat in Leviticus 
16:20-22.  

-- 
 

We’re in week three of our sermon series on the OT book of Leviticus. It’s called 
Shadows of the Savior. We started off in week one looking at God’s gift of Shalom in the 
peace offering. We saw the formula: a perfect sacrifice + a confession of sin + The 
shedding of blood = a celebration of shalom. And this peace, this shalom, from the book 
of Leviticus is just a shadow of the peace given to us in Christ (a perfect, sinless 
sacrifice, a confession of our sin, and the shedding of Christ’s blood = shalom, peace 
with God). Then last week we began looking at the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur in 
Hebrew. Leviticus 16:  
 
Today’s reading from Lev 16:20–22 describes another one of the rituals that took place 
on the Day of Atonement. After the High Priest had made atonement for himself and all 
of Israel, He brings in the scapegoat. After atonement is made God presents the people 
with the gift of a Scapegoat—albeit as a shadow, a shadow of the good things to come 
in Christ. 
 
So how does this ritual of a scapegoat work? Well three things will have to happen: 

1) Sin is Revealed 
2) Sin is Relocated, and 
3) Sin is Released.  

 
1) Sin is Revealed.  
“When Aaron has finished purifying the Most Holy Place and the Tabernacle and the 
altar, he must present the live goat [the live goat is the scapegoat!]. He will lay both of 
his hands on the goat’s head and confess over it all the iniquities, transgressions, 
and sin of the people of Israel.” (Lev 16:20–21)   
 
God commands Aaron to lay his hands on the head of the scapegoat and confess 
Israel’s wickedness, rebellion and sin. Iniquities means perversions and distortions of 
God’s will for our lives. Rebellion points to the times when we cross the line in the sand 
that God lays down for us in His Law and tells us not to cross. Sin is a term that is taken 
from archery and means the ways we miss the mark.  
 
Hebrew has only three words that describe breaking the Ten Commandments and here 
they are. Iniquities, transgressions, and sin. What’s the point? We are to reveal every 
way we break the Ten Commandment—wickedness, rebellion and sin. When we 
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confess our sins, our deep, dark secrets, they cease to have power over us. They are 
out in the light...and they are Relocated.  
 
2) Sin is Relocated.  
“In this way, he will transfer the people’s sins to the head of the goat.” (Lev 16:21)  
 
This is the central message of the Bible. God transfers sin and puts in on someone else. 
God transfers our sin and puts it completely on someone else.   
 
Is 53:6, “The LORD laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  
 
2 Cor 5:21, “He who had no sin became sin for us so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.”  
 
1 Pet 2:24, “He bore our sin in his body on the tree.” 
 
Martin Luther called this the “blessed exchange”!! Jesus takes our sin, our iniquities, our 
transgressions upon himself and gives to us his holiness and righteousness. Our sin is 
relocated! 
 
Sin is revealed. Sin is relocated.    
 
3) Sin is Released.  
“Then a man specially chosen for the task will drive the goat into the wilderness. As the 
goat goes into the land cut off, it will carry all the people’s sins upon itself into the 
wilderness.” (Lev 16:21–22)  Leviticus 16:8, 10 and 26 all call the scapegoat Azazel.  
 
Azazel is a compound word consisting of the noun “goat” and the verb “go away.” Get 
it? This is the “go away goat”!  
 
The innocent goat is condemned, the guilty people go free.  
 
The innocent goat bears the curse, the cursed people bear the blessing.  
 
The innocent goat dies in the desert, the sinful people live in the Promised Land.  
 
The innocent goat is covered with shame, the shamed people are covered in mercy.  
 
The shamed people are covered in mercy! 
 
Psalm 103:12 beautifully expresses the idea. “He has removed our sins as far from us 
as the east is from the west.” How far is the east from the west? That’s how far God 
removes our wickedness, rebellion and sin.  
 
Can you image? As the go-away-goat was led into the land cut off—a desolate and 
barren land—people cheered and shouted with joy! They celebrated as the sin-bearing 
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goat was released—never to be seen again. What a joyful day when Israelites watched 
the silhouette of the scapegoat disappear over the horizon, etching indelibly upon their 
hearts a profound insight into the nature of their loving God. This God completely 
removes wickedness, rebellion and sin. Azazel—the “go away goat”—takes it all away!   
 
“This ritual is only a shadow of the reality yet to come. And Christ himself is that reality.” 
(Col 2:17) The scapegoat ritual is just a shadow. The reality has come to us in Jesus 
Christ. We confess our sins publicly and privately. We transfer those sins onto Jesus 
who takes them to the cross. The punishment that we deserve for our iniquities, 
transgressions, and sins is taken by Jesus. And those sins are nailed to the tree and 
buried in the grave...never to escape again. They have been removed as far as the east 
is from the west.  
 
What we see as a shadow here on The Day of Atonement has come to us as the real 
substance in Jesus. Jesus is the scapegoat that carries our sin out into the wilderness, 
never to return. And more than that, Jesus is the scapegoat who has carried your 
neighbor’s sins out into the wilderness never to return. But if we don’t see this, if we 
don’t recognize Jesus as the world’s scapegoat, then we’ll continue to blame and 
berate. We’ll continue to pass our sins to others. We’ll continue to be trapped in this 
ugly, unhealthy, unproductive, cycle of sin. 
 
But, if we see Jesus as the one who takes the sin of the world away, who takes our sin 
and our neighbor’s sin, as far as the east is from the west, then we can stop blaming. 
We can stop scapegoating. When we see Jesus, our scapegoat, taking our sin out into 
the wilderness, we know for sure that our sin has been Relocated and Released. 
Forever. Amen. 
 
 
 


