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Jorge was a student at UCLA and a regular blood donor. Donating, in fact, as much as 
he possibly could. Though he enjoyed giving back, ensuring that others received the 
lifesaving blood that they needed in times of crisis, Jorge never imagined that he himself 
would need to be the recipient of someone else’s blood donation. That changed, 
however, on a rainy night in Los Angeles when his car hydroplaned on the slippery 
pavement and sent his car flying into oncoming traffic. In the ensuing crash Jorge’s 
pelvis was completely shattered and would need to be repaired over the course of many 
surgeries. In fact, when all was said and done, Jorge would require 50 units of blood.  
 
From devastating car accidents to rare forms of anemia, to children with Leukemia,  
patients from all over the world are desperate for one thing...blood.   
 
We’re in the fourth part of a sermon series in Leviticus called Shadows of the Savior. 
Today we come to Leviticus 17 and God’s gift of blood. As we’ve said in previous 
weeks, Leviticus is a very bloody book. The word “blood” appears 89 times in the book 
of Leviticus. To put that into perspective, 21% of all occurrences of the word “blood” in 
the Bible are in this one book of Leviticus. 
 
Maybe this morning, you’re thinking...oh man...more Leviticus. More blood. But even if 
you’re like me and have a squeamish stomach, don’t tune out. The goal of this sermon 
series is to help us to put a very difficult book of the Bible in perspective, helping us to 
see where it fits in the overall story of Scripture and why it’s important. As a matter of 
fact, listen to this, Hebrew writers put the most important points in the middle of their 
compositions. The five books of Moses have how many books? FIVE! Of which 
Leviticus is the third. Right in the middle. God’s instructions for His people and their life 
with Him is crucial. And it’s crucial for us to understand too.   
 
It’s crucial because it helps us to see how God has been pointing us to the Gospel. It 
also gives us the opportunity to continue asking important question as we read more of 
the OT. How does this point us to Jesus and how does this helps us to better 
understand and communicate the Gospel?  
 
So don’t tune out this text and this sermon. Why? Blood may skeeze you out, like it 
does me, but guess what? Blood brings life. And we’re all in need of it.  
 
Every single day sin and death and all their devastating effects come crashing down 
around us. Whether we encounter that in a car crash such as Jorge’s, or deadly 
diseases, whether we encounter it in our relationships with family or friends, sin and 
death are everywhere. But there is an antidote. And that antidote is blood. 
 
Why? Because as our text says this morning: “life is in the blood”. Because life is in the 
blood we’re going to see four things this morning: 

1) There is power in the blood 



2) There is purpose for the blood 
3) There is promise in the blood, and 
4) There is a person with the blood. 

 
Two times our text reminds us that there is “Life is in the blood”. Because there is life in 
the blood, there is... 
 
Power in the blood. 
Each of us has five quarts of blood in our body and it travels through our body once a 
minute, delivering oxygen and nutrients. At the same time, blood removes our waste. 
The waste never contaminates the oxygen and nutrients. Picture a garbage truck 
delivering our meals uncovered while also picking up all of our trash! But there’s more!  
 
While red cells carry oxygen and nutrients, another part of our blood, known as white 
blood cells, defends our body against germs and infections. When our body is injured, it 
begins to swell. This is caused by blood rushing to the injured area—blood rich in white 
blood cells. These cells kill germs and infections. 
 
Life is in the blood! And we need it!      
 
Why is that? Because we all know what it feels like to have sin and death come 
knocking...or maybe more accurately, crashing down on us. When did that last happen 
to you? In your boss’s office when you lost your job? In the living room as you argued 
with your parents or children. In the waiting room as you were filled with anxiety over the 
news that was coming. In the hospital room as you received even more bad news? We 
all know what it feels like to have these things crash down right on top of us, trapping us 
beneath collapsed hopes and shattered dreams.  
 
Buried underneath the sin and death we’ve got so many unanswered questions. “If God 
is so good, why do I hurt so bad?”  “If Jesus is the light, why am I stuck in the dark?” In 
these times when it seems like death is imminent, what can give us life? 
 
Blood! We need a transfusion of blood! That’s why Leviticus is filled with blood—sin 
offerings, peace offerings, freewill offerings, guilt offerings—slain bulls and lambs and 
goats and rams.  
 
“Life is in the blood!” That’s its power. Blood has power to give us life when we feel so 
dead.   
 
This blood which has life, though, has a very specific Purpose.   

 
The purpose for the blood. Lev 17:11, “I have given you the blood on the altar to 
atone for you.”  
 
Here’s the reality.  
 



 
 
Sin separates us from God and from one another. Sin creates guilt and guilt drives 
wedges in all our relationships. Maybe you used to go to a different church but you 
missed a Sunday or two and then it turned into three or four, then five. After that you 
start to think...well now I can never go back there! We feel guilty and it drives a 
wedge...it separates us from God and one another. 
 
Satan knows this. That’s why he whispers, “Grace is for others. Guilt is for you. You’re 
getting what you deserve.”  
 
The note was dated February 6, 2004 and was addressed to the U.S. government. “I’m 
sending $10 for the blankets I stole during World War II.” This man isn’t alone in his 
guilt. His letter is one of thousands of letters the government receives every year. Every 
year guilty people send our government about $100,000. Last year a Colorado woman 
sent in a stamp to make up for having used one stamp twice. A former IRS employee 
mailed $1 for a ballpoint pen she never returned to the office. Guilt. Guilt separates God 
from people—big time! 
 
We’re all trying to atone for our own sins, in one way or another. But we can’t atone for 
our own sins. We need blood. We need not our own blood but the blood of another - the 
blood of Jesus. 
 
So what’s the solution to all this guilt? Atonement! Atonement declares God and people 
one. And it happens through blood.  Blood unifies. Blood unities. Blood connects. That’s 
the purpose for the blood—to break down every barrier between God and people. What 
is the biggest barrier of them all? Guilt! Blood atonement breaks down every barrier 
between God and people, and that includes guilt! There’s power in the blood—life (new 
life, etc.).  
 
There’s purpose for the blood—atonement!  
 
The promises in the blood. 
The promises connected to blood in Leviticus are just a puff of smoke. Why is that? 
[Slide] “The old system under Moses’ teaching was only a shadow, a dim preview of 
the good things to come, not the good things themselves.” (Hebrews 10:1) The blood in 
Leviticus is just a puff of smoke, just a shadow, a dim preview of the good things have 
now in Christ’s blood.  
 
What good things? These good things that have nuclear power!  
 
Rom 5:9, we are justified by blood;  
Eph 2:13, we are brought near to God through blood;  
1 John 1:7, we are cleansed by blood;  
Rev 12:11, we overcome Satan’s accusations by the blood!  
Mt 26:28, Jesus says, “take drink, this is my blood....given and shed for you...”  



 
These good things have finally come to us...not in an animal. Not in a sacrifice. But in a 
person. 
 
The person with the blood.  
The blood in Leviticus points to the blood of Jesus. Jesus shed his blood for you. Jesus 
was scourged, in barbaric fashion for you. Jesus was crucified, in barbaric fashion for 
you. Jesus hung on a cross at Calvary—like a scarecrow on a stick in barbaric fashion. 
All for you. 
 
Jesus knows what it’s like to have sin and death crash down around him. Jesus knows 
what it’s like to be buried under a massive mess!  
 
He was, as we confess in our creed, “Crucified, dead and buried.”  
 
Judas denied him.  
 
The others deserted him.  
 
Pilate condemned him.  
 
His enemies mocked him.  
 
Blood was all Jesus had, and he gave it up for us. But the blood of Jesus is all we need. 
The blood of Jesus is all we need. 
 
You know, perhaps, the old hymn:  
 

What can wash away my sin?  
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

What can make me whole again?  
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

 
And here is the good news. Christ’s blood, shed for you. On that cross at Calvary Jesus 
sheds His blood for you and me. And there’s power in that blood...power to bring us life. 
There’s purpose in that blood...atonement. The barriers of guilt and shame have been 
destroyed. And Christ’s blood has promises. The promise of forgiveness now and 
forever. Amen. 
 


