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ME →  
In an era of seemingly nonstop political intrigue, investigations, and reports...in a time of 
relentless accusations, public scrutiny, and the far reaching effects of social media and 
digital communication, it has become even more difficult to do what Adam and Eve 
attempted to do in the Garden of Eden. With the eyes of the world potentially watching 
every second of every day, hiding our sins from one another and all those who might 
watch them on YouTube is incredibly difficult. 
 
Nevertheless, trying to keep our sin from the view of others is a reflex we seem to just 
have innately. It’s like we don’t even have to be taught to deny our faults and failures, 
or, as we saw on Sunday, trot out the scapegoats to blame for our faults.  
 
WE →  
Though we’re not quick to admit it, this is the true nature of sin. We want to hide it 
behind our pious-seeming fig leaves, but just as these failed Adam and Eve, they simply 
won’t do for us either. Just as our first parents tried to hide their shame and their 
nakedness behind a leaf, so too do we.  
 
No matter what you do to delete your browsing history, you can’t hide your shame or 
obscure your guilt from the eyes of an all-knowing God. No matter how you try to couch 
your gossip in thinly veiled requests to “pray for her,” those words remain reputation-
damaging slander against your neighbor and render you guilty before a Holy God. Even 
if you call it “just getting what’s rightfully yours,” it’s still greed. Excuses why you can’t 
make it week-after-week to Sunday morning worship don’t allow you to receive the gifts 
God delivers there. And they can’t hide your sin, either. That everyone else does it is a 
really flimsy, yet oh-so-popular fig leaf. All of these fig-leaf attempts to hide your sin and 
trick yourself into thinking you’re blameless simply won’t do. They are inadequate. One 
more way we try to pass the buck or, as we talked about on Sunday, find a scapegoat.  
 
Sin can’t be covered with a fig leaf. Sin can only be covered with skin. 
 
GOD →  
After God exposes Adam and eve in their ashamed hiding, gets them to acknowledge 
their sin, and doles out curses for Adam, Eve, the serpent, and all creation, He then 
upgrades their wardrobes. He takes away those fig leaves and replaces it with what? 
Garments made from skin.  
 
Adam and Eve then quickly learn that God was not wrong in threatening death at the 
moment that they ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. But in His great 
mercy God stays their executions by shedding the blood of an innocent animal. See, I 
don’t know about you, but the implications of God’s gracious actions in Genesis 3 are 
beginning to dawn on me. God had to take the skin from somewhere to cover the sin 
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and the shame of the man and the woman. Their nakedness would be covered at great 
cost. The cost of the life of another. And so the first death, the first bloodshed, 
happened at the hands of the Creator Himself, to grant to these rebels forgiveness. To 
hide their shame behind an innocent creature that took the fall. Even the first sin cost 
the Creator God much.  
 
No one knows what that animal was in the garden which the Creator sacrificed in order 
to hide the exposed and vulnerable parts of Adam and Eve but, given what we know 
about which animals are often selected to be sacrifices on Passover, in the tabernacle, 
and in the temple, it’s not unreasonable to suspect that the first animal to die was 
perhaps a lamb or a goat. Our guesses are just that...guesses. But the fact remains: sin 
cannot be covered with a fig leaf. It can only be covered with skin. 
 
Thus, behold the man in John 19 whom John the Baptist declared to be the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world. Behold, in this man, the fulfillment of every 
sacrifice rendered in the temple. Behold, the fulfillment of every Passover lamb roasted 
and completely consumed the night before God brought His people out of slavery. 
Behold, the Lamb who is not actually a lamb but a man.  
 
Behold God with skin. Skin that covers our sin. Skin which was torn and shredded as 
the Lamb of God’s back was scourged by Roman soldiers with the brutal flagrum. A 
whip with leather straps 2-3 feet long with bone shards or metal balls fixed to the end.  
 
Behold the man on whose head the soldiers pressed the crown woven of thorns, 
mocking him as a madman who thought He was a king. Ironic that this crown was made 
of a symbol of God’s curse. That thorns and thistles would invade the land. But Jesus’ 
crown, worn as he made his way to the cross, marked Him as the king whose death and 
resurrection would reverse that curse.   
 
Behold the man on whom they drape a soldier’s dirty purple robe to intensify the 
mockery. But, again, ironically, they didn’t know that He was more fit to wear the royal 
robes than anyone before or after him. Behold the man whom Pilate brought forth to 
say, “This is no king!” Here is God, with skin, clothed in the mockery of sinful men. 
 
Behold the man who, when He was nailed to the cross, was stripped naked. Behold the 
man whose clothes the soldiers divided amongst themselves. Behold the man for 
whose seamless tunic the godless gambled. Behold the man, God with skin, whose skin 
is shamefully exposed for all passersby to mock. Behold the naked God - exposed to 
the world. 
 
YOU →  
But behold the man who will bear your sin and shame. Behold the man who will suffer in 
your place. Behold the man whose nakedness answers for Adam’s. Behold the man 
naked and unashamed, with nothing to hide, with no sin of His own to garb in raiment 
and rationalization. Behold the man stripped bare to bear your own sins. All of them. 
The ones you try to hide and obscure, the ones you pretend are not there, the ones that 
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cause you the greatest shame. All of them hang there on the cross with this man, this 
God, Jesus, naked and dying for you. 
 
Behold the man, stripped naked so He might clothe you in new skin. Behold the man 
who will hide your sin with His own righteousness. Behold the man who gives you 
Himself to wear. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
Behold the man in whose washing of Holy Baptism you are clothed in the perfection of 
His righteousness.  
 
Behold the man who covers your sin with His own skin. 
 
Wear Him.  
 
Your sin is gone, your shame removed, your guilt dissipated. Behold the man! 
 
US →  
 
 
 
 


