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In Christ God has given us a new standing before him and now calls His people to a 

new life with Him as we “bury the I and raise the we” 
 
As we near the end of our sermon series on Leviticus, this morning we take a bit of a 
turn with the book itself. The outline of the book is really two parts and it’s crucial for us 
to understand this outline so that we can understand the book itself. And guess what? 
Understanding Leviticus also gives us a keen insight into the Gospel message itself and 
our own Christian faith. Understanding how God interacts with Israel helps us to see 
clearly how God interacts with us, too. 
 
For the last four weeks we have seen how God gave his people Israel a NEW 
STANDING before him. In all the sacrifices and rituals, we see a God that brings 
shalom to his people, we see a God who takes the sins of the people and sends them 
away, transferred onto the head of a goat who takes them out into the wilderness. 
We’ve seen that God gives his people access into His very presence. See - the people 
have a new standing before God. No longer are they sinners, cast out from the 
presence of the Lord, but they are God’s forgiven children. They are recipients of God’s 
grace. 
 
See, we can’t make the mistake of saying that the God of the OT is mean and vengeful 
and all about law and no grace. that’s not it at all. The God of the OT is all about grace 
for his people. We’ve seen it time and time again here in the book of Leviticus. If you’ve 
been paying attention, you’ve noticed this, haven’t you? What does God want for his 
people? He wants peace, he wants unfettered access to him, he wants the forgiveness 
of sins, he wants life for his people. The question up until now hasn’t been, “what does 
God want from His people”. It’s been, “What does God want for His people”.  
 
And it’s all grace. So much grace. 
 
But now we take a turn. Only now does the question shift. God has given his people a 
standing before him. He’s given peace, life, forgiveness, access. Only now does he start 
to show us that with this new standing comes a new kind of life. Remember when we 
talked about the 10 Commandments? It was the same thing.  
 
“I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt…” Only then does God give the 
commandments. New Standing...then new life. Faith and then faithfulness. Salvation by 
faith alone. But saving faith is never alone.  
 
You might say, they are “ROOTED” in their identity as God’s people. Only then, only 
when there is a rooted-ness to who we are as God’s people is there a possibility of a 
new life that begins to grow...to branch out in love to our community. And this new life is 
marked by what? Loving your neighbor as yourself. In other words, “Bury the I. Raise 
the We”. Bury the I and Raise the We. 
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See, the problem, though, is that we human beings are rooted in something else. We 
are rooted not in our identity as God’s people or as God’s baptized children. We’re 
rooted in ‘self’. We’re rooted in ‘I’. Just go to the public library someday and take a look 
at all the sub-categories under the word “self.” Self-actualization. Self-analysis. Self-
assertion. Self-awareness. Self-confidence. Self-defense. Self-control. Self-discovery. 
Self-enrichment. Self-esteem. Self-expression. Self-fulfillment. Self-help. Self-identity. 
Self-image. Self-improvement. Self-indulgence. Self-love. Self-realization. Self-reliance. 
Self-respect.  
 
I think you get the idea! Americans are obsessed with four letters, S-E-L-F! SELF! SELF 
is the polar opposite of bury the I, raise the we. 
 
But there are at least three ways in which this obsession with self continues to spread in 
our world. 
 
1) Individualism. “Other people don’t matter.”  
Individualism says that the person, the individual, is free to do whatever he or she 
wants. Whatever is in that person’s best interest. Maybe you’ve seen the t-shirts: “I’m in 
it for me.” Or another: “Galileo was wrong. The universe revolves around me.” When we 
become too independent or self-reliant, all we start to see is the SELF.    
 
2) Secularism. “God doesn’t matter.”  
While it’s true that the percentage of people who identify as atheist in the US is 
increasing, it is still relatively small compared to those who do believe that a God exists. 
So the problem of secularism isn’t so much that no one believes there is a God...it’s that 
most Americans simply don’t believe that God is relevant. That God is out-of-touch. God 
is passé. God? Who cares! What’s the big deal? We’ve got bigger problems going on 
here on earth that God doesn’t seem to be addressing. So secularism says that God, 
and consequently His Church, doesn’t matter.  
 
Because others don’t matter and God doesn’t matter...guess what? 
 
3) Narcissism. “I alone matter.”  
This is called Narcissism. Narcissus appears in a Greek myth. One day Narcissus sees 
his reflection in the water and falls in love with himself. Unable to leave the beauty of his 
reflection, Narcissus stares at it until he dies. Narcissism means I evaluate everything 
by means of this singular, all-consuming thing: ME. 
 
What’s in it for me? 
What’s it got to do with me? 
How does it affect me.  
 
So….Bury the I? Raise the we? It’s almost impossible to do in the land of individualism, 
secularism and narcissism! But there’s a solution. And guess what? We find it here in 
the book of Leviticus. We find it in God’s gift of a new life for his people. 
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God’s gift of a new standing, Leviticus 1–16. 
 
God’s gift of a new life, Leviticus 17–27.  
 
Leviticus 19 announces, bury the I. Raise the we. This is how we push back against our 
obsession with the SELF and life the new life that God has called his people to 
live...loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
VV9-10 → Generosity for the Sake of Others 
In the agrarian society of ancient Israel, this command to leave in the field and the 
vineyard some of the leftovers of the harvest stands as an example of the generosity 
which marks God’s people. To bury the I is to see all that we have as a gift of God...not 
to be hoarded for ourselves and our own use but used also for the sake of 
others...especially the poor and the sojourner...those who are traveling through the land 
and not necessarily an Israelite. 
 
Rather than the farmer making sure that every last grape and grain was picked up in 
order to be eaten or monetized, We bury the I by leaving some for those who might 
need it. 
 
We can easily apply this to our own lives, too, can’t we? And we can apply it both to our 
individual wealth and possessions and also to what we have been given as a 
congregation. Indeed, as a congregation we have been given much. From finances to 
property. How might we use it for the sake of others?   
 
VV11-12 → Honesty for the Sake of Others 
In his book called, The Day America Told the Truth, James Patterson bluntly writes, 
36% of Americans say they tell lies to hurt others—we relentlessly deceive and cheat. 
The Oxford Dictionary’s word of the year in 2016 was “post-truth.” Post-truth! What 
shapes our speech? Our emotions and our opinions. Not truth!  
 
But the new life of God’s people calls them and us to deal with one another honestly in 
both word and deed. And certainly to not drag God’s name through the mud by using it 
to swear falsely. So honesty for the sake of others means what? Admitting our wrongs 
and our mistakes? Burying the I, realizing that sometimes we’re not going to get our 
own way and pursuing it at any cost is not the life we’ve been called to?  
 
Generosity for the sake of others. Honesty for the sake of others. 
 
 
 
VV13-16 → Status for the Sake of Others 
 “Do not defraud or rob [extort or exploit] your neighbor. Do not make your hired workers 
wait until the next day to receive their pay. Do not insult the deaf or cause the blind to 
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stumble. You must fear your God; I am the LORD.” (Lev 19:11–14) In this context, 
fraud and robbery include the sin of holding back wages. It was incumbent for Israelite 
employers to pay their employees at the end of every day. The rank-and-file lived from 
hand to mouth, day by day. That’s why Moses warns against an employer using their 
position to wield unjust power over others.  
 
My self-centered status shows itself when I use my bank account and the strength of my 
portfolio to bulldoze over those who don’t have status or wealth. Status. Who we are 
and what we have. Again, not used for me, myself, and I. But status for the sake of 
others. 
 
This same principle applies for the legal system as well. Leviticus is careful to say that 
there ought to be no bias when it comes to judging. Don’t be partial to the poor or be 
partial to the great. Judge based on righteousness. On what is right.  
 
This new life is all about using our positions of power not to drag others down but to lift 
them up. Giving them what is due to them. 
 
VV17-18 → Forgiveness for the Sake of Others 
“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fellow Israelite, but love your neighbor 
as yourself. I am the LORD.” (Lev 19:18) Focus on the self often times mean living a 
life filled with spite - a prolong hatred. This spite means I allow the offenses of others to 
fester inside of me. 
 
What’s worse is that when this spite festers, when we hide it inside of us, it grows and 
grows. Rather than confront someone or engage in conflict, the sickness continues to 
grow. We don’t want to deal with people. Why? I’m too self-centered. All I want to do is 
sit alone and enjoy my righteous anger.  
 
The cure to all of our self-centeredness, is to “Bury the I and raise the We”...that is to 
“love your neighbor as yourself.” When we come to this familiar phrase, it seems as 
though the answer is so easy. The cure to being self-centered is what? Be other-
centered. It’s a no-brainer. In fact, nearly all world religions teach this very principle, 
don’t they. 
 
But think about it. “Love your neighbor as yourself” is like telling a sick person that the 
key to better health is to stop being sick. It’s like telling a poor person that the key to 
financial security and building wealth is to start investing on Wall Street. “Love your 
neighbor as yourself”? In the land of individualism, secularism and narcissism? 
Impossible! Easier said than done! 
 
Impossible for us. But not when we have the LORD.  
 
“I am the LORD.” Did you notice how after every command this phrase is repeated? I 
am the LORD. Guess how many times this expression appears in Lev 19? 15 times! 15 
times in 37 verses! Behind the English word “LORD” is the Divine Name that God 
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revealed to Moses:  “Yahweh.” And this name of the LORD, YHWH...guess what? It 
brings life!  
 
Leviticus has been laying it out for us! Yahweh gives life through burnt offerings, peace 
offerings and guilt offerings. Yahweh gives life through the high priest, the Holy of 
Holies, the Ark of the Covenant and the mercy seat. Yahweh gives life through the Day 
of Atonement, the Scapegoat and the Year of Jubilee. Yahweh gives life through, 
forgiveness, purification and cleansing blood! Remember: “Life is in the blood!” 
 
These shadows point us to Jesus. Jesus is Yahweh with a body! Jesus is the only 
person who has ever completely loved his neighbor as himself. And Jesus loves more 
than just his neighbor. Jesus loves His entire creation! Jesus loves you and me! He 
loves this community. In fact, Jesus died not just for our all-consuming self-
centeredness...but for all the world’s.  
 
And Jesus lives so we live. Jesus lives so we live denouncing individualism, secularism 
and narcissism. How? Using all that we have...our money and possessions...our 
honesty and integrity, our status and position...even our forgiveness...all of it for the 
sake of others. It’s his gift of a new life.  
 
In a phrase? say it with me….Bury the I. Raise the we!  
 
Amen.  
 


