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2,000 years ago Romans living in Bath, England gathered at a worship center there in 
the city to worship their gods and goddesses. The Roman pantheon had 21 gods and 
goddess in it—gods and goddesses like Neptune, Diana, Apollo, Minerva and Jupiter. 
This worship center is still standing in England, and it was there that a couple of years 
ago archaeologists, digging under this center, unearthed hundreds of 2,000 year-old 
clay tablets that had written on them prayers to these gods. Scrawled out in Latin, these 
tablets had all sorts of prayers on them. The archaeologists that discovered them called 
them “Curse prayers.” Curse prayers?  
 
Yes, curse prayers. Nowhere did they find prayers for one’s enemies. No, they found a 
pile of curse prayers written on clay tablets. Here is an example: “Docimedus has lost 
two gloves. He asks that the person who has stolen them should lose his mind and his 
eyes.” Wow! No matter how much you love your gloves, this is a bit harsh!  
 
Here is another curse prayer. “Tie up, block, strike, overthrow, harm, destroy, kill and 
shatter Eucherios the charioteer. Let the starting gates not open properly. Let him not 
pass. Let him not make the turn properly. Let him not come from behind but instead let 
him collapse, let him be bound, let him be broken up, and let him drag behind. Now. 
Now. Quickly. Quickly!”  
 
What does that tell us? Forgiveness was hard yesterday. Forgiveness is hard today. 
Forgiveness will be hard tomorrow. Help is on the way! And guess what? Once again 
we find the book of Leviticus pointing the way. 
 
Today we wrap up our sermon series, Shadows of a Savior. We’ve been spending 
some time in the book of Leviticus and noticing how the Law of Moses acts as a 
shadow, a dim preview, of the Good Things which have come to us in Jesus. So this 
morning, as we say farewell to Leviticus, we come to chapter 25. The movement of 
Leviticus 25 is simple: Forgiveness begins with God. Forgiveness continues 
through me. Forgiveness begins with God. Forgiveness continues through me. 
 
“You must count off seven Sabbath years, seven sets of seven years, adding up to 
forty-nine years in all. Then on the Day of Atonement [forgiveness begins with God] in 
the fiftieth year, blow the ram’s horn loud and long throughout the land. Set this year 
apart as holy, a time to proclaim liberty throughout all the land [forgiveness 
continues with me]. The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you.” (Lev 25:8–11)  
 
Forgiveness begins with God.  
On the Day of Atonement, or Yom Kippur, the high priest took a bull and two goats. The 
bull was sacrificed and it’s blood was sprinkled in the Holy of Holies, that place the high 
priest could only go once a year. This sprinkling of blood was to make atonement for his 
own sins. Then the high priest would take two goats. One goat was going to be 
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sacrificed and the other would live. Lots would be cast to answer the burning 
question...which goat is going to live and which one will be sacrificed? 
 
The unlucky goat that was to be sacrificed, well, it’s blood was presented in the Holy of 
Holies for the sin of the people. The high priest stood before the Ark of the Covenant 
and on the slab of gold covering the top—the mercy seat—he sprinkled the goat’s blood 
seven times. What did that accomplish? Atonement. The forgiveness of all debts for the 
people. All debts were forgiven!  
 
The idea of being in debt is something most of can identify with. We have credit card 
debt, we have student loan debt, we’ve got mortgages we’re paying off. The average 
American household carries $137,000 of debt. We know what it’s like to live with debt, 
don’t we? But those statements we get in the mail every month don’t even begin to tell 
us exactly how much we owe. Question. How much are we in debt to God? What is that 
amount? Take a guess. $137,000 worth? More? Yes more. We’re in way over our 
heads. Unable to even begin to pay back our debt to God.  
 
But suppose you are an Israelite, on trial for your life, and just one sin would condemn 
you. Imagine the prosecutor, frothing at the mouth, confident of his case, pointing his 
finger in your face and asking you a series of questions. “Have you ever insulted your 
parents? Have you ever acted out of pride or arrogance? Have you ever entertained a 
selfish thought? Have you ever done evil things no one knows about? How do you 
plead?” You would plead your case with two words—Yom Kippur—the Day of 
Atonement! On that day all debts were forgiven.  
 
On the Day of Atonement, after offering the blood the first goat on the mercy seat, the 
High Priest would lay his hands on the head of the second goat, the scapegoat, the go-
away-goat, and confess the people’s sins. That goat, the scapegoat, was then led out of 
the city and into the wilderness—never to be seen again. All sin was removed! And all 
of this happened once a year. Forgiveness begins with God. 
 
Forgiveness continues with me.  
But every 50th year, after the scapegoat left, a trumpet blast was sounded. It was the 
Jubilee!  Leviticus 25:10, “Proclaim liberty throughout all the land.” This year of Jubilee 
was incredible. People canceled debts! Land that had been sold was returned back to 
it’s former owner. Those who had to sell themselves as bond-servants were released in 
the Jubilee Year. People let go of their grudges! Liberty filled the land!  
 
This may sound strange to us but God is clear about His reasoning. Land wasn’t sold in 
perpetuity...it was returned in the Jubilee Year to its former owner because the Land 
didn’t belong to any one person. It belonged to God. Bondservants didn’t stay in 
servitude forever. Why? Because these are the people God rescued from slavery. 
These are the people God brought out of the land of Egypt. He didn’t save them so they 
could continue to live a life of servitude and slavery. He rescued them so they could be 
free! And the year of Jubilee was a time where liberty and forgiveness filled the entire 
land. Debts were cancelled and people went free. 
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Do you see? Forgiveness begins with God - Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. 
Forgiveness Continues through me - the Year of Jubilee. 
 
Forgiveness begins with God. Forgiveness Continues With Me.  
 
Easier said than done, though, right? We all get stuck in a ditch called revenge!  
 
Perhaps it’s like stories you hear such as the one about a woman, who, when she was 
six years old, was abandoned by her mother. The dad and daughter stumbled through 
life and made the best of it. Then, out of nowhere, 20 years later, the mom reappeared, 
asking for a coffee date with her now grown-up daughter. The mom said, “I’m very sorry 
for leaving you, but I’d like to reenter your life.” 
 
That’s it? The daughter is supposed to forgive her long-lost mother? Just like that? 
Doesn’t the mother need to get a little of what she gave? A few years of wondering if 
she will ever see her daughter again? Some sleepless nights? A bit of well-deserved 
suffering and pain?  
 
“What about the parent who abandoned me when I was just a child?”  
 
“What about my husband who dumped me for a newer model?”  
 
“What about the boss who laid me off when my son was dying in the hospital?”  
 
Forgiveness is supposed to come then? In these moments? 
 
Yes, forgiveness comes even then. “But … that’s not fair!” We say. Someone has to 
pay! Someone has to suffer as I have.” You know what? I agree. in fact, I couldn’t agree 
more. Someone has to pay. And Someone has. His name is Jesus.  
 
“But … that’s not fair!” We say again. “She isn’t worthy of grace! He isn’t worthy of 
grace” And you know what? I agree. In fact, I couldn’t agree more. None of us is worthy 
of grace. Not even one of us. No one in this room is worthy of grace, not me and not 
you. 

-- 
 
Did you know that Leviticus 25:10 is cast on the side of the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia? 
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land”. The bell rang out on July 8, 1776 to call people 
to the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence. Liberty was proclaimed 
throughout the land. Just like the ram’s horn in the Year of Jubilee, liberty was 
proclaimed throughout the land. 
 
But lasting liberty is not proclaimed by a bell. It’s not even proclaimed by a ram’s horn. 
Lasting liberty is proclaimed by Jesus from the cross. Jesus says, “I was beaten for you. 



4 

I was nailed for you. I shed my blood for you. All your debts are paid. All your debts are 
paid in full. You are forgiven! You are free!” Forgiveness begins with God.  
 
And Forgiveness continues with me. Christ invites us to stop focusing on what they 
did and start focusing on what he did. God hasn’t rescued us from sin and death just so 
we could return to the bondage of spite and hatred and revenge. No, God has rescued 
us so that we can live lives of liberty in Jesus. So that we can set others free from their 
own guilt and spite and desire for revenge. God has called us to be a free people...a 
free people that proclaims liberty to the captives each and every day.  
 
Forgiveness begins with God.  
 
but Continues through us. 
 
Amen. 


