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The resurrection of Jesus signals God’s certain victory in the face of human uncertainty. May we 

find certainty in our lives through the New Creation brought about by the risen Jesus. 
 
Me →  
Most days, if you were to drive by my house you would see an old rusty volkswagen sitting in 
the driveway. If you saw me out front working on it as you drove by, you might slow down, roll 
down your window, and with a chuckle ask, “Hey Pastor Nick...that thing running yet??”  
 
And a few months ago, I would have laughed to cover up my tears but say in my most chipper 
voice, “Not yet! But soon!” 
 
I have to admit, though, that I only half-believed that line. Or maybe I didn’t believe it at all, I’m 
not sure. But I put the odds of that car ever running at like 20%. Mostly because I don’t really 
know what I’m doing and know very little about cars. But for months I had been chipping away 
at the project, testing this, replacing that. I finally thought that I had everything taken care of but 
still, the thing wouldn’t start! More tests, more head scratching. Nothing. The odds that she 
would start seemed to keep going down.   
 
But that was before Skip Amick changed my life. We were standing in the kitchen here at church 
chatting one day about my car and I was lamenting the fact that my dad and I had just spent two 
days running every test my VW book had in it to try and figure out why the thing wasn’t starting. 
But everything we tested seemed to be functioning just fine. What was the source of the 
problem? 
 
Then Skip blew my mind. I had about 90% certainty that my spark plug wires were in the correct 
order but was still wavering on that last 10%. Then Skip said, “You know, you can be 180 
degrees off of top-dead-center, that exact spot in the engine’s cycle where the #1 cylinder fires.” 
That weekend I put on my cover-alls, rotated the spark plug wires into the correct spot and just 
like that, the thing fired up! I can show you the video sometime of me freaking out, if you want 
but that’s not really the point. 
 
We →  
The point is this: There is so much uncertainty in our lives. Not just the little things like “will my 
bucket of rust actually run one day?” but the big things. The enormous burdens of life that we 
feel like we’re never going to be able to shake. Uncertainty seems to be a part of everyday life. 
Perhaps your relationships with family or friends are strained and you don’t know reconciliation 
is ever going to be in the cards.  
 
Perhaps you are uncertain if you have enough money in the bank account to pay the bills this 
month...or next...or ever. Our finances seem to always be a source of uncertainty and anxiety for 
us, don’t they? 
 
Or are you filled with uncertainty in the job that you may or may not have next week?  
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Are you uncertain what next year will bring as you move into high school or college?  
 
Is it in your children? Or inability to have children? Where do your uncertainties lie?  
 
Or, maybe this morning you came to church with your family because that’s what you do on 
Easter Sunday but you are filled with uncertainty about the message of the Bible, this Jesus we 
worship, and the historical reliability of the resurrection we are celebrating. Perhaps your 
uncertainty is with those big questions of life and finding meaning in it all. 
 
Life is filled with uncertainty and questions. Whether they are questions of faith - who or what 
you should believe in and where you should place your trust. Or perhaps they are the very 
questions of just surviving day to day in this world. 
 
All of this uncertainty, of course, makes us uncomfortable and anxious. We just want to know. 
We want to know what’s next in our lives. We want to know if we’re going to be able to makes it 
one more day. We want to know if life is going to pan out the way we have been planning. If 
you’ve been around the block once or twice you know that there’s not much we can be certain 
about in life. We don’t know how things are going to work out. We don’t know if our plans are 
ever going to come to fruition. We just don’t know what tomorrow will hold.  
 
But maybe what we need isn’t to be certain about this day or the next. Maybe what we need is an 
enduring certainty. Maybe what we need is a certainty that is rooted not in ourselves but in God. 
A certainty that does not change, that does not ebb and flow, that is not subject to the whims of 
humanity. 
 
God → What does the text tell us about certainty in an uncertain world? 
And this is exactly what we find in our readings for this morning. We find certainty in the midst 
of chaos and uncertainty. We find some solid ground on which to stand in the midst of a life that 
tends to be pretty unpredictable. Our scripture readings for this morning all point to one thing, 
one certainty: God’s final victory over sin and death through the resurrection of Jesus.  
 
If the resurrection tells us anything, it’s that God is, in the end, victorious. In this we are certain. 
This is why we are here this morning...actually this is why we are here every Sunday morning. 
The resurrection means God’s certain victory in the face of human uncertainty. And to be sure 
there is plenty of uncertainty in John 20.  
 
John reports that on the first day of the week, that is, Sunday, Mary goes to the tomb where Jesus 
had been laid. But when she arrives her life is thrown into utter chaos and uncertainty. The stone 
that had been placed in front of the tomb had been tossed away. Clearly the tomb of Jesus had 
been tampered with. She doesn’t even bother to investigate, assuming correctly that the tomb 
was empty but incorrectly that the body had been taken away. 
 
And now the question that dominates her thinking is this, “Where have they taken my Lord??” 
Who would have come and taken Jesus’ body away? Was it his enemies? Was it grave robbers? 
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It doesn’t really matter. Mary just wants the body of her lord back so that she can take charge of 
it. Mary, rightfully, wants certainty and understanding. 
 
For Peter and John, they were living in uncertainty. Good Friday saw their teacher and Lord 
crucified. Saturday must have been excruciating for them, just as it must have been for Mary, as 
they mourned with death. For the text tells us that John, for one, had yet to comprehend what 
Jesus had been teaching them from the scriptures...that he must die and then rise from the dead in 
order to fulfill the purpose for which He had been sent by His Heavenly Father.  
 
Uncertainty abounds. Where had they taken Jesus’ body? Why did their Lord, if He really was 
God-made-man, have to die? Everything they thought they knew was up in the air. But Jesus 
doesn't leave them hanging. No, in the midst of their uncertainty Jesus brings certainty. But for 
Mary and John, certainty comes in opposite forms.  
 
For John, it comes in seeing a tomb - empty. All it takes is seeing the grave clothes lying in the 
tomb and the face cloth folded up neatly and placed by itself. Many have searched for an 
explanation as to why John includes this detail in his account. There is, ironically, a level of 
uncertainty here, but perhaps the folding of the face cloth signaled to John that the empty tomb 
isn’t the work of Jesus’ enemies or grave robbers. For what nefarious-minded grave robber 
would take the time to fold up the face cloth that would have been almost glued on with spices 
and aloes?  
 
Whatever it was, John sees with his own two eyes the empty tomb and it clicks. He believes. He 
believes what Jesus had been trying to teach his disciples all along: that the good shepherd lays 
his life down for his sheep and that he will take it back up again. John believes what Jesus told 
Mary and Martha at the death of their brother Lazarus: Jesus is the resurrection and the life and 
believing in Him means eternal life. John sees the empty tomb and believes.  
 
For Mary, however, certainty comes in verse 16 for no one has been able to answer her gnawing 
question. Where had they taken Jesus? The angels in the tomb don’t answer her. The one she 
thought was the gardener didn’t answer her. But the answer to her question was standing right in 
front of her. Certainty comes, for Mary, when she hears her Risen Lord speak her name. It is then 
that her uncertainty and her questions are answered. The simple act of hearing her teacher and 
Lord speak her name moves her from the uncertainty of where Jesus’ body was located to the 
certainty that Jesus was no longer dead but had risen. Certainty that gives her the ability to 
proclaim to all the disciples that she had seen the risen, living Jesus. Whereas John sees the 
empty tomb and believes, Mary sees the risen Jesus, live and in person, and believes.  
 
In a moment’s time, in the blink of an eye, both for John and for Mary, uncertainty is 
transformed to certainty by the Risen Jesus. 
 
 
 
You → How does this story address your individual uncertainties in life? 
The resurrection of Jesus brings certainty into the uncertainty of our lives as well. It seems as 
though life carries on just the same, Good Friday, Saturday, Easter Sunday, then just another 
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Monday morning. But don’t make the mistake of thinking that things really are the same. 
Something has changed. Something sure and certain has come, brought to us by the risen Jesus 
today. Behold the man Jesus, God-in-the-flesh, the God who rises from the dead. For there are at 
least three ways that Jesus brings this certainty to us in an otherwise uncertain world. 
 

1. Certainty in our Identity 
2. Certainty in our Hope 
3. Certainty in our Mission 

 
Certainty in our Identity 
As He called Mary by name, he calls you and me by name. As he identified his disciples as his 
brothers, so too does he identify you as his sister or brother. For us that means we have a new 
inheritance. What is Jesus’ is ours too. Jesus’ sonship, Jesus’ resurrection, these all become ours 
as well. This is what it means to have our identity ROOTED in Jesus and his resurrection.  
 
So rather than having our identity caught up in a the uncertainties of your life, our identity is in 
Jesus. He calls us by name. He brings us into the family of God. He shares with us the 
inheritance of eternal life. Because of the resurrection of Jesus we can be certain that our 
heavenly Father loves us dearly and has brought us close to Himself. 
 
Certainty in Hope read the OT verses 
Our OT reading this morning begins and ends with notes of incredible hope. A new heaven. A 
new earth. In short, a brand new creation. A creation where all is as it should be. Where evil is 
cast out. Where death and mourning are no more. Where wolf and lamb graze together. What a 
dream, right? What a pipedream, yes? Such an impossible, future seems ridiculous and far off.  
 
Jump to the epistle? But what Paul teaches us about the resurrection of Jesus shows us that such 
a vision for the future isn’t a pipedream afterall. In fact, it is reality. It is the New Creation which 
Jesus brings through his resurrection. For all sin and death was swallowed up in Christ’s 
crucifixion and buried with him in the grave. All the sin and brokenness of this world was 
crucified with Jesus on Friday. 
 
But as Jesus emerges from the grave, new and victorious, a brand-new Creation comes with it. 
You see, all the uncertainty that sin brings with it: sickness and death, grief and mourning is 
swallowed up with the certainty that in the risen Jesus a brand new day has dawned. Life as God 
has intended it is indeed possible. More than that, it’s a foregone conclusion. This is our 
hope...this is our certain hope because Christ has risen from the dead we know that he will come 
back again to defeat the final enemy, death, once and for all.  
 
Certainty in our Mission 
Because we have a new identity, because we have a sure and certain hope, we now have a sure 
and certain mission. It wasn’t Jesus’ wish that Mary should stay and cling to Jesus but rather to 
be an apostle to the apostles. To be a sent one to the ones who were sent from Jesus into the 
world to be bearers of Good News. Mary thus had a new purpose. She was no longer a mourner. 
She no longer needed to search for Jesus’ body. Jesus commissioned her to bear the Good News 
of His resurrection to His disciples.  
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Indeed, our purpose, our calling as followers of Christ is to enter into this mission as well. It’s to 
be sent into the world we inhabit and bear the good news that Jesus is alive. Jesus has cast out 
the uncertainty of life, and is calling us all by name.  
 
Certainty in Identity 
Certainty in Hope 
Certainty in Mission 
 
Us → How does this story address our collective uncertainties as a congregation? 
As a congregation at St. Mark we have articulated this mission in one phrase: “Connecting 
people to the vibrant love of Jesus”. It’s here that we articulate the certainty we have because of 
the resurrection of Jesus. In an uncertain world we know that Christ’s love is immovable and 
unchanging. Thus we can articulate our certainty into three practices that flow from our mission 
of “Connecting People to the Vibrant Love of Jesus”. 
 
Rooted in Christ →  
Through our worship life together our identities become rooted in who we are as baptized, 
forgiven children of God. Here, in this place, Jesus calls us by name. He pours out on us his free 
forgiveness and grace. He gives us an identity in Him.  
 
Growing Together in God’s Word → 
As we grow together in God’s Word as a congregation, our hope in the certainty of Jesus also 
grows. As a tree thrives on nutrients from the soil, together as God’s people we thrive on God’s 
Word given to us in Scripture. We read it and we mark it individually and corporately, studying 
God’s word together in Sunday School, in Bible Study on Sunday mornings, in your home by 
yourself or with your family.  
 
There are so many ways to do it, but the point is this: as we grow together in God’s word, our 
hope in his certain promises grow too. 
 
Branching Out in Love to Our Community →  
Our identity in Jesus and our hope in his promises produces in us a longing to see more and more 
people connected to the vibrant love of Jesus - people who have never met him and don’t know 
that certainty in this world is even possible. We long to see more and more people taken hold of 
Christ’s certain grace and forgiveness. But how will they know unless we tell them? How will 
they know unless we are branching out in love to our neighbors? 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
This Easter Sunday, you may be dwelling on all the uncertainties of life. And you know all too 
well that they are many. But in the midst of that, Jesus....our Risen Lord Jesus...comes to us with 
something that is sure and certain. And it’s to this we cling. That we are his. We are his brothers 
and sisters who will inherit eternal life because of His death and resurrection. He has called us by 
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name. Through Jesus, God our Father, has called us his own children. This is sure. This is 
certain. As sure and certain is the hope that we have that all sin and death have been defeated. 
The old has gone. Satan no longer reigns for he has been defeated. Thus we are called now, as 
God’s people, to live and dwell in this certainty and, like Mary, bring the comfort of the Gospel 
to all who will hear...proclaiming“I have seen the Lord”.  
 
For Christ is Risen! 
 
He is risen indeed, Allelujah!  
 
Amen. 
 


