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The risen and glorified Jesus appears to John to reveal the things that are about to take 
place. Yet despite Jesus’ overwhelming appearance and glory, we like John, are not to 

fear. Jesus has conquered sin and death. 
 

Me → a time when I was afraid 
How many times are we overcome with fear? I can sit down and recount so many times 
when I was gripped by fear...be it big or small... 
 

● First time preaching 
● Skydiving 
● Moving to a new city 
● Starting a new job 
● Going into jail 
● Guatemala - not being able to get out until safely in the gates and closed in 
● Gun shots 
● Walking in dark alley in Naples ghetto 
● Being super lost...james and I being lost in Sorrento 
● Being Robbed 
● Broken down plane in strange country 
● Watching Desert Storm coverage on TV 
● Israel...going through checkpoints....teenagers in the military walking around with 

automatic weapons. 
○ Walking around the Temple Mount...super tense!  

● Neighbor’s dog bite! 
 
We → a time when you were afraid 
How about you? When has fear seized you? When have you been so overcome by fear 
that you felt paralyzed?  
Perhaps you got a frightening diagnosis… 
Perhaps you fought in a war… 
Perhaps you are fearful over what the future holds... 
 
God → exposition of the text...Jesus says don’t be afraid! 
In our text this morning from the book of Revelation we find that John is gripped with 
fear. But not surprisingly. For what John heard and saw must have been incredible.  
 
→ Recount the story of the Rev. introduction. 
 
→ Expound on the vision of the risen and ascended Jesus and what that means. 
 



 

 

→ This is why John fell down dead! Fearful of being in the presence of the glory of God! 
 
But the risen Jesus, as he did many times during his earthly ministry and again in His 
post-resurrection appearances to his disciples says simply, “Don’t be afraid”. 
 
Why? Why not be afraid in the presence of the Christ who has the power to judge? The 
power to condemn? Why not be afraid of this Jesus? 
 
Because of what he says next.  
 
Jesus is the first and the last. 
 
Jesus was dead but now He is alive forever more. 
 
Jesus holds in his hands the very keys of death and Hades.  
 
We need not fear the risen and ascended Jesus because He has come for us. That is, 
He has come for our benefit. He has come to defeat death on our behalf. 
 
You → How does this text calm our fears RE: sin, death, judgement of Christ? 
 
 
Us →  


