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Because Christ alone has the power and authority to open up the scroll and bring about 
the salvation of the world, my hearers can turn from their despair and join in the earthly 
celebration of God’s triumph in Christ and look forward to the heavenly celebration of 

the same. 
 

Introduction → The Greatest Celebration? 
What is the greatest celebration you’ve ever been a part of? Were you there when your 
favorite team won the world series or the NBA championship? Did you dance and laugh 
all night at your friend’s wedding? Did you watch on TV as the Berlin Wall came 
tumbling down? Did you make a killing on your company’s IPO? 
 
What is the greatest celebration you’ve ever been a part of? And what was it like to be 
caught up in the pandamonium? What was it like to be there? To be a part of history? 
To be a part of the crowd as the noise grew and grew? 
 
→ What about me? What was the greatest celebration I have ever been a part of?? 
 
Our text this morning from Revelation is itself a grand celebration. Perhaps the 
celebration. In fact, it’s more than just a celebration it is the grand coronation of our 
King, Jesus. In it, we see that Jesus takes up His place as the one who is worthy, the 
one who is victorious over this world. 
 
Law 
But it doesn’t begin as a celebration. In fact it begins as a search. A desperate search 
for the one who is worthy to take from God this scroll that is sealed with seven seals. 
But no one seems to be worthy to take it up. No one in heaven or earth. No human, no 
angel, no one. And this indeed is tragic because the scroll in question isn’t an ordinary 
scroll. It’s not just a piece of parchment on which is written something trivial or trite. This 
scroll contains God’s plan of salvation for His creation. If the seals are never broken, 
God’s plan for the total destruction of sin and evil will never come to fruition. But no one 
is worthy.  
 
God had called out the nation of Israel to be his people, a people who would take the 
light of God’s love and grace to the entire world. But they had failed. No one, not even 
their greatest kings or most devout religious leaders had been able to achieve this. 
Instead, their kings and their priests led the whole nation astray. No one was worthy!  
 
In much the same way, no human being on earth, even now, is worthy and able to bring 
about God’s salvation to the world. We place our trust in people, in powers, in systems. 
But what do they do? They fail us. Time and time again leaders both political and even 
religious fail us. Systems that should bring about justice only serve to further alienate 
the powerless. But we continue to try, don’t we? 
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We go to the self-help section of the book store. We search Pinterest, we look high and 
low for that organizational and productivity system that will finally work for us. We place 
our hope and trust in politics...that it will effect real, actual change not just in structures 
and laws but in the actual nature of humanity. We place our trust in the people in power. 
We place our trust in the power of social media to lift up those who previously had no 
voice.   
 
And while these things certainly aren’t bad in and of themselves. Each have their own 
benefits and have indeed brought some good to our lives. But if we look for salvation 
and ultimate freedom in any of these things, what do we find out? We find out that, while 
a self-help book might fix one of our problems, 10 more pop up. That pinterest only 
causes us more stress and anxiety. That organization and time management aren’t 
actual magic. That political systems don’t actually favor the people with the best ideas 
or who have the actual best interest of our country in mind. Famous people turn out to 
be frauds. Even un-famous people turn out to be frauds.  
 
What I’m saying is that no one and nothing is worthy to take the scroll from the hand of 
God. No one is worthy to be King. No one is worthy...no one is able to bring about 
God’s plan of salvation. And John weeps. And we weep because it seems like the world 
continues to fall deeper into sin while God stands far off and watches. 
 
Gospel 
But then, we with John, feel a tap on our shoulders! It’s one of the 24 elders described 
in Revelation 4 and he’s pointing! “Look!” He says! It’s the Lion of Judah! It’s the Root of 
David! This One...He is worthy! This may be meaningless to us. A lion? Of Judah? Root 
of David? What’s happening? To whom is the elder pointing?  
 
Well, he’s pointing to one which our Old Testament has been pointing us to all along. 
Specifically, Genesis 49. All the way back in Genesis God had already laid out his plan 
of salvation. From the tribe of Judah, one of the 12 tribes coming from the sons of 
Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, will come a ruler, a king, a lion. Indeed, 
this Lion of Judah will also be descended from King David. He will have this royal 
lineage and He will be the one who is worthy. And indeed he is the one who is worthy to 
take up the scroll from God’s right hand.  
 
But John looks to where the elder points him and sees not a lion but a, what? A LAMB! 
And not just a lamb but a lamb which had been slain! The One who is worthy to take up 
the scroll from the right hand of God and remove it’s seals...that is the one who is 
worthy to bring about salvation for the entire world is a lamb that was slaughtered.  
 
The one who is worthy is not a powerful emperor. Not a political system. Not a country. 
Not a theory. Not an ideology. Not a technology. Not a Fortune 500 company. But a 
person. The one called the Lion of Judah and the Root of David. The one who is worthy 
is Jesus Christ who took the sins of the world upon himself. For the path to worthiness 
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comes through Calvary’s Cross. The path to worthiness comes as the Lamb of God 
gives up his life for the world and then takes it back up again.  
 
So now, finally, after the One who is worthy to open the scroll has taken it up and has 
taken His place at the right hand of God...Heaven goes absolutely wild. Heaven goes 
nuts.. It begins with the four living creatures described in Revelation 4, and the twenty-
four Elders. They sing this new song of praise to Jesus, the Lamb of God we see in vv 
9-10.  
 
Then the celebration spreads. It’s the living creatures now, and the elders too and 
they’re joined by myriads and myriads and thousands and thousands. But it doesn’t stop 
there...finally in verse 13 John hears every creature in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth praise Jesus, the Lamb of God who has taken away the sin of the world. 
 
Can you imagine? We get caught up in the energy and celebration of a stadium. But the 
entire world? What an immense celebration!  
 
Application 
Perhaps you long, even now, for such a celebration...to be a part of such a celebration! 
You long to join your voices with the heavenly host in celebration of the fact that the 
One who is worthy has taken up his place in heaven after accomplishing all that He was 
sent to do. You see, after all of our searching for that thing that would bring us freedom 
and salvation, we finally find it here in Revelation. Who is worthy? Jesus. Jesus is 
worthy.  
 
But we need not wait until we join together with the heavenly host to celebrate. No, we, 
in fact, join with them here and now. Together we proclaim that the risen Jesus….the 
one who was slain...is worthy because he conquered the grave. That’s what we do 
when we join together in worship. That’s what we do when we are rooted deeply in 
Christ and his victory for us. You see, when we come together and celebrate this on 
Sundays, we are reminded that we don’t have to weep, like John, on Mondays.  
 
When we come to celebrate on Sundays the victory of Jesus over sin, death, and the 
devil, we don’t have to bemoan the state of the world on Tuesdays. We don’t have to 
search for our salvation on Wednesdays.  
 
Do you see what I mean when I say that we are rooted in Christ? We are rooted firmly 
in the victory of Jesus. We are rooted in our baptisms which delivers to us that same 
victory over sin and death.  So much so that we need not despair the rest of the week. 
There’s no need for despair because Jesus is victorious. There is no need to weep 
because guess what? Through this Lamb who was slain on the cross... 
 
God Wins. 


