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As Jesus ministers to His people as a shepherd cares for His sheep, His people are 

comforted in times of tribulation by the victory of Jesus and live prophetically, caring for 
others as a way of pointing them towards their promised future in Christ. 

 
Introduction 
We are in the third week of a five-week sermon series on the Book of Revelation. And 
I’m calling this series simply “God Wins”. The premise being that even after our great 
Easter celebration a few weeks ago we need some more reassurance that Easter really, 
truly has accomplished what the Bible tells us it has accomplished. That is to say, 
Easter is proof that God has come out victorious in this epic battle of Good vs. Evil that 
we see play out in the world each and every day.  
 
Although the resurrection of Jesus shows us conclusively that God has triumphed over 
sin and death, we still experience these things each and every day. And that’s a 
problem. Because when we look around the world and our lives, it doesn’t really seem 
as though God is winning. But that’s where the Book of Revelation comes in.  
 
Revelation is this vision given to the Apostle John and in it we see guarantee after 
guarantee that God has defeated sin and death and that Jesus is king of kings and Lord 
of Lords. Revelation, although it contains some pretty frightening imagery, some really 
weird things, is really not a scary book because the whole point is that, even over all this 
scary stuff, even though things can look really really bad in this world, in the end, God 
Wins. That’s the whole point of the book. That’s why we’re studying it in these weeks 
following Easter. Because it hammers home the Easter Message. Jesus is risen from 
the dead and because of His resurrection we too receive victory over sin, death, and the 
devil. 
 
But in our text for this morning from Revelation 7:9-17 we see that there’s actually more 
to it. We’ve been highlighting God’s power and victory over the last couple of weeks but 
this morning we see something else, too. There’s also a very relational and intimate 
tone of our text this morning...especially the last three verses which we will really hone 
in on this morning. And it’s in these verses that God’s Word addresses perhaps our 
most pressing needs. 
 
Yes, we see the glory and honor and praise that God receives from this tremendous 
multitude. Just like we saw last week an innumerable crowd singing praises to God, 
again we see a multitude that no one can number and it’s a multitude from all tribes and 
peoples and languages. As we look forward to celebrating Pentecost in just a couple 
weeks, we see how the ministry of Jesus really does accomplish its purposes of taking 
the Word of God even to the ends of the earth. John’s vision demonstrates that God’s  
Word has been taken to the ends of the earth.  
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But this morning I want to look at this relational aspect to our text. See, it’s not just that 
God Wins. It’s not just that God has conquered the enemy and we join in on that victory. 
To be sure, that is comforting. In the face of all the problems we see facing our world, 
we are comforted by the fact has overcome them all.  
 
But what does our eternal future look like? How do we relate to God in this redeemed and 
restored world which we are promised through Jesus? Rev. 7:15-17 says, 
 

15 Therefore, “they are before the throne of God and serve him 
day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will 
shelter them with his presence. 16 ‘Never again will they 
hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat 
down on them,’ nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb at 
the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead 
them to springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.’”   

 
We see three things: 

1) Sheltered in the presence of God 
2) We are guided by the shepherd 
3) We receive intimate consolation from God 

 
Sheltered in the presence of God 
I read recently of a hospice chaplain who liked to ask people to complete this sentence:  
“That which I fear the most in life is to be…”1 
 
Think for a moment how you might respond. “That which I fear the most in life is to 
be…” 
 
Over the course of 15 years, this chaplain would ask people to complete that sentence 
by writing a word or phrase on a notecard and hand it back to him. What he found was 
astounding and almost universal. Of those respondents under the age of 55, 65% 
answered with ‘alone’ or a synonym. “That which I fear the most in life is to be...alone”. 
 
Of those over the age of 55, 22% made references to being alone while the majority of 
those over the age of 55 wrote that their fear was being “unable to care for myself” and 
“losing control of my faculties”. Perhaps words and convey thoughts and feelings of 
being alone and helpless in the face of one’s life situation. 
 
In all his years of asking this question the common thread to the answers is always 
“loneliness”. We all fear this, don’t we? We fear being alone, facing challenges alone, 
being left alone by our family or friends, and perhaps worst of all, dying alone. As a 
natural-born introvert I can say that although I love my alone time, this fear strikes me 
as well. And despite the promises of God to never leave us or forsake us. Despite 

 
1 Steven D. Rice, “AHA! My Discovery of Evidence-Based Spiritual Care” Caring Connections 16 No. 2 
(2019): 16-20. 
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perhaps our head knowledge that an ever-present God is present with us all the time, 
sometimes it just doesn’t feel that way, does it? Isolation or loneliness takes over and it 
seems as though we’re the only ones we can rely on. 
 
But the picture we get in Revelation 7 is one of being in the eternal presence of God. 
And more than that, being sheltered with his presence. This verb “sheltered” is the 
same Greek verb that we find in John 1:14, “The word became flesh and dwelt or 
tabernacled among us”. It hints at the relational picture of God with his people. We are 
with Him and he is present with us. The loneliness we feel will be gone.    
 
The Lamb is the Shepherd 
I think back to my time in Israel a couple years ago when we went out to visit the 
Judean wilderness. I had always imagined wilderness from my Pacific Northwest eyes. 
Wilderness to me meant the woods. Endless forests and mountains. That to me was 
wilderness. But the Judean Wilderness is hilly and rocky and dusty and utterly devoid of 
any kind of vegetation. There in that Judean wilderness three things were your enemy. 
Hunger and thirst and the scorching heat. 
 
It’s in this context we recall all of the incredible shepherd imagery that occurs 
throughout scripture, including our text from Revelation. It’s in this context that we 
consider Psalm 23 and it’s echoes in Revelation. In a land where water and vegetation 
are scarce if not nearly nonexistent, a shepherd who can lead us to food and water and 
shade is the difference between life and death. 
 
The promise of Revelation is that all these needs are, indeed, met for us in Jesus. The 
promise of Revelation is that all that Jesus promised his people is fulfilled. Jesus said 
that He was the Good Shepherd. Jesus said that He was the bread of life. Jesus said 
that from him flows streams of living water. Now in John’s vision here in revelation we 
see Jesus doing exactly what he said he would. He is our shepherd, providing for all our 
needs of body and soul.   
 
The Lamb of God has become our shepherd. 
 
God Will Wipe Away Our Tears 
Finally, we see this picture of God wiping the tears from the eyes of his people. This is 
the image that first captured my attention reading through this text. I’ve been so focused 
on God’s power and God’s defeat of sin, death, and the devil that this image shook me. 
You see, our God sits with us, cares for us, has compassion on us because he, too, is 
the God who weeps. He too is the God who cries for his people. In the ministry of 
Jesus, we see him weep over the loss of his friend Lazarus.  
 
Jesus can sit beside us and wipe away our tears because he has shed them too. Jesus 
can wipe away our tears and sit with us in our pain and suffering because he has 
experienced it. Our God is not a God of power only. But also a God of compassion as 
well.    
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Application 
This picture which we have been given by John it’s a picture of our future. It’s a picture 
of all the redeemed...all those who have been raised from the dead and given eternal 
life in Christ. So the question that has always sat with me has been this: what about 
now? What about right now, in this world? I mean, we see all these beautifully fulfilled 
promise in Revelation, demonstrating that God can and will finally eradicate sin and evil 
from this world. That we will, one day, be fully in His presence, receive all his incredible 
gifts, and find true comfort as he brushes the tears away from our eyes.  
 
But what about now? How does God’s fulfillment of His promises in the future impact 
our life now? How does the book of Revelation call us to live here and now? I suppose 
we have two options. The first is to hunker down. If God is going to take care of all sin 
and evil in the world, one option is to hide out within the confines of our sanctuary and 
wait it out.  
 
The other option, as I see it, is to begin to live out these truths of God, these promises 
of God here and now. To, in essence, live prophetically, pointing people, the world, to 
what awaits them in Christ.   
 
Gregory Boyle is a Jesuit priest who spent his career working in the Gang Capital of Los 
Angeles. His parish, Dolores Mission Congregation, devoted themselves to living with 
and serving the gang members that lived in their neighborhood. They would invite them 
into their homes, they would walk the streets and pray and sing when tensions rose 
between two rival gangs. Ultimately, though, they began Jobs for a Future, a non-profit 
dedicated to finding jobs for gang members and getting them off the streets. Now this 
organization is called Homeboy Inc. and continues to serve the underserved in Los 
Angeles.  
 
In the introduction to his book Tattoos on the Heart, which is filled with stories of his 
interactions with gang members in LA, Father Boyle writes, “If there is a fundamental 
challenge within these stories, it is simply to change our lurking suspicion that some 
lives matter less than other lives.”2 Father Boyle has many, many stories. Stories of 
successes, stories of faith, stories of care and compassion and kinship. But he also has 
stories of tragedy, of devastation, of death. 
 
Not only do his stories demonstrate that, indeed, some lives do not matter less than 
other lives, but he also demonstrates how boundless compassion transforms lives.  
 
But there is another component to the work that Father Boyle and countless others like 
him who serve the underserved. There’s is not just work for the sake of the work. It’s 
also a way of living prophetically, pointing people forward to the promises Jesus will 
fulfill in the end. 
 

 
2 Boyle, Gregory. Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion . Free Press. Kindle 
Edition.  
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When I say living prophetically that doesn’t mean that we speak prophecies or predict 
the future. The future, the fulfillment of God’s promises, is already certain. Remember? 
God Wins. To live prophetically simply means to live in a way that points people toward 
that future.  
 
So do we feed hungry bellies? Yes! We feed them because that’s a good thing to do 
here and now. But we also feed them because it points people toward their future in 
Jesus. Where all bellies will be full and no one will thirst.  
 
Do we comfort those who are grieving? Do we visit those who are sick or in prison? You 
bet we do. Why? Because it’s a good thing to do...because Jesus told us to do it as a 
way of pointing to the future where all will be comforted by the risen and reigning Lord 
Jesus.  
 
The promises of Jesus will find their fulfillment on that last day when he comes to raise 
us and all the dead. At that time He will feed us and lead us to streams of water and 
comfort us with his boundless compassion. This future is sure and certain. We know it 
will take place because over sin and death God Wins.  
 
But until that day we proclaim God’s victory over sin and evil through the simple acts 
which God promises to do for us. Loving, feeding, providing, comforting. Amen. 
 


