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God opens up our view of our future with Christ, showing us that because of Jesus, all 
creation is made new so that my hearers would focus themselves on Jesus here and 

now in anticipation of our renewed, restored, and resurrected future in Him. 
 
Introduction: 
In 2012 Apple added a feature to the camera app on their iPhones and iPod touches 
that totally changed the way users could take pictures. They added a feature to the 
phone that enabled one to take panoramic pictures. Users could now capture images 
240 degrees around them. When I discovered this feature I was immediately smitten. 
There were so many possibilities for taking panoramic photos. The first one I took, and I 
distinctly remember taking it, was of the SF bay. Shooting from the jetty over by the 
yacht club (?) I was able to capture a photo of the water and the city….it was beautiful.  
 
And everytime Jen and I hike Rancho San Antonio I am always compelled to take a 
panoramic shot of the valley laid out below. From that vantage point you can take one 
sweeping photo of the peninsula all the way down to San Jose and beyond.  
 
What this feature did was allow us to take the focus off of ourselves and capture images 
of all that is happening around us. A far cry from the selfie’s we take here or there, the 
panoramic image opens life up...it shows us all that our surroundings have to offer. 
 
This morning I want us to begin to think about Revelation 21:1-7 with this idea of the 
panoramic picture in mind. Our text from Revelation this morning gives us a beautiful, 
sweeping, panoramic view of God’s plan of salvation. It takes the focus off of ourselves 
and shows us an incredible image and displays the enormity of God’s work in this world 
through His Son Jesus. What John sees and hears helps us to see the big picture of 
what God is up to in the world. What John sees helps us to zoom out a little bit and see 
that God’s work of Salvation in Christ is one that includes an entire creation redeemed 
and restored.  
 
We focused much on ourselves, that Christ died for our sins...that salvation is all about 
me. And, of course it’s true that Christ died for you...specifically you and for me. Yes, 
salvation is about the forgiveness of our sins. But salvation is also about the total and 
final eradication of all the effects of sin we see each and every day. Salvation isn’t just 
about saving my soul. It’s about making me new...body and soul. Indeed, God’s work of 
salvation is about making All Things New. This is the panoramic view of salvation that 
we find in Revelation.  
 
So this morning to take in this panoramic shot, let's look at this text from Revelation and 
see what God is up to in the world. 
 
   
Revelation 21:1 
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John’s vision starts out big. A new heaven and a new earth coming down.    
 
As we begin this panoramic shot of what salvation in Jesus looks like, we see that 
salvation is about God actually making a New Creation. He takes what was old and 
worn out and broken and from that makes a New Heaven and a New Earth. 
 
If you recall, it wasn’t just humanity that fell under sins surse, but creation itself was also 
cursed because of the sin of Adam and Eve. Creation rebelled against humanity. 
Creation fought back...creation itself was subjected to the effects of sin and death. We 
see this all the time. We don’t call it sin or maybe we don’t even think of it as the effects 
of sin...but it is. It’s the brokenness of creation demonstrated in tangible ways. 
Everything from the weeds growing in your garden to devastating natural disasters. All 
of this points us towards a creation which is broken. A creation, God’s good creation, 
which has fallen victim to the effects of human sin. 
 
So John’s vision is of a creation which has been restored. John’s vision is of a New 
Heaven and New Earth that is put back together again by God’s re-creative work in 
Jesus.  
 
This, of course, isn’t a new idea. The prophets pointed to this reality, too. Especially 
Isaiah 66:17-18 which says: 
 

For behold, I create new heavens  
and a new earth, 

And the former things shall not be remembered 
Or come to mind. 

But be glad and rejoice forever 
In that which I create 

For behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, 
And her people to be a gladness 

 
The prophet Joel adds more detail to this idea of God’s New Creation, talking about a 
time of incredible abundance and envisioning a great feast in the presence of the Lord: 

 
And in that day 

The mountains shall drip sweet wine, 
And the hills shall flow with milk 

And all the streams of Judah 
Shall flow with water 

And a fountain shall come forth from the house of the Lord 
And water the Valley of Shittim. 

 
See, it’s not just Revelation that speaks this way. John isn’t out there on his own with 
some crazy and wacky visions! God, through his prophets, has been pointing us toward 
a newness of His creation. A time when sin and all its effects have been dealt with and 
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put away. Indeed, they won't be remembered. This is what Paul speaks of in Romans 
8:19-21 
 

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 

hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God.  

 
So the idea here isn’t a total annihilation of creation at the end of time. The idea here is 
a total re-creation of the old...a transformation of the old into the new. For what we see 
in the next verse isn’t a destruction of creation and then a taking of God’s people up 
from this world into a disembodied heaven. What we see is what God has been doing 
all along...  
 
Revelation 21:2 
The New Creation, or the New Jerusalem, comes down from heaven to humanity. Have 
you noticed that this is God’s M.O? God is the one who comes down to be with His 
creatures and creation. We spend so much time trying to work our way up to God. The 
OT story of the Tower of Babel is a prime example. We work and work and try to reach 
God but all along God has been dwelling with His people.  
 
In the garden of Eden, God was Himself present in His Creation (as he will be in the 
New Creation). God was present with Israel throughout their wanderings. He was 
present in the Tabernacle and then in the Temple in Jerusalem. Jesus, the Word of 
God, became flesh and tabernacled with humanity.  
 
God is One who comes down to be with us. And the picture of the New Creation is, 
once again, God coming to dwell with His people forever and ever.   

 
Revelation 21:5 
Then, as if to put an exclamation point on the whole thing God speaks in verse 5. He 
doesn’t speak often in Revelation...in fact this is only the second time that God speaks 
directly in the first person. 
 
It’s fitting, though, that when God does speak here it’s a word of creation. Just as He 
spoke creation into being at the beginning, God speaks redemption and restoration over 
creation here in Revelation. “Behold, I make all things new”. God’s Re-Creative voice is 
heard and resounding throughout the cosmos. What we have by faith through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, God pronounces upon all His wonderful creation.  
 
We’ve heard about this new creation for ourselves for Paul says in 2 Cor 5 that “anyone 
in Christ is a new creation. The old has gone and the new has come. Now, through the 
eyes of John, we see this new creation extends beyond ourselves to the entire world. 
For what is old and broken will be made new by the grace of God. 
Application 
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So what’s the point? Why this emphasis on New Creation? Well, it highlights the 
importance and, indeed, the spirituality of God’s physical creation. God’s physical 
creation is not bad. It’s broken because of sin. But it’s not bad. And it’s not going to be 
annihilated at the end of all time. It will be redeemed. It will be restored. It will be 
recreated in the way that God originally intended it to be.  
 
So we don’t need to draw artificial divides between words like “Spiritual” and “Physical”. 
Spiritual just means infused or filled with God’s Holy Spirit. So physical things 
like...bread and wine...are spiritual. Physical things like water….is spiritual. Physical 
things like the gathering of God’s people at a particular place at a particular time is 
spiritual. God interacts with us on the basis of, in, with, and under His physical creation 
and He will continue to do so in the New Creation because where God is present, all life 
flourishes.   
 
He made it...he made us...He entered into this creation brimming with life himself as a 
real, live, physical person. He died on a physical cross so that his physical creation 
might be redeemed. The physical is important. Jesus was really, truly, physically raised 
and so too will we be raised bodily. Along with our redeemed and recreated bodies 
comes a redeemed and recreated heavens and earth. It’s what we were made for. It’s 
what we have been redeemed for. 
 
This is the panoramic vision we get from Revelation. It gives us incredible insight into 
just how far reaching God’s victory over sin and death is. He’s not just reaching in and 
pulling us out of a doomed planet. No, God is making All Things New. He’s taking that 
which has been ravaged by sin and making it whole and complete again. He’s taking 
that which has wreaked havoc in the world….evil and death….and he’s casting it out, 
never to be seen again. Behold, God says. Behold, I have Won. And I’m making All 
Things New again! 
 
Amen.  
 
 


