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Through Jesus God’s grace has come to bring salvation to all who are oppressed by sin 

and evil. 
 
It was maybe just minutes before when, as Jesus and his disciples were sailing across 
the Sea of Galilee, a great storm arose on the lake. The wind was blowing and the 
waves were crashing over the sides of the boat. The vessel was filling with water and 
everyone on board was in a panic.  
 
Everyone, that is, except for Jesus. While all hell was breaking loose and everyone else 
is bailing water out of the boat like their lives depended on it, Jesus was sleeping 
soundly. His panicked disciples were dismayed, probably even angry. Jesus! Wake up! 
Don’t you care that we’re all about to die here? How can you possibly be sleeping? 
 
A bleary eyed Jesus rises from his sleep and, even before he has a cup of coffee, with a 
word, he commands the raging seas to be calm. “Peace! Be still!” Mark records Jesus 
saying. And with that...peace. Silence. Stillness on the now quiet and serene lake. 
 
But now as the wind and the waves die down, Jesus and his disciples neared the shore 
opposite of Galilee, that is, the country of the Gerasenes, another kind of noise arises. It 
wasn’t the rushing of wind or the crashing of waves, but rather it was the shouting of a 
man. A man who is naked, a man whose wrists are purple from breaking attempt after 
attempt to bind him. A man who, for years, had been tormented by demons. 
 
As Jesus steps ashore, the yelling and the shouting gets louder and louder as the 
demon-possessed man comes closer and closer until finally the man is face to face with 
Jesus. Jesus is looking him straight in the eyes until the man falls down on his knees 
and, while the disciples can only stare in disbelief, mouths agape, the man cries out, 
“What have you to do with me, Jesus? Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not 
torment me!” 
 
You can see the disciples, legs still weak from their most recent experience on the lake, 
are more eager now to get back in the boat and head toward Galilee. They know that 
there is no reason they should really even be here, in the country of the Gerasenes. 
Yes, it was historically the Promised Land, part of Israel’s land, but now it was inhabited 
by Gentiles. Unclean, pig-herding Gentiles! More than that, this is where most of 
Rome’s despised occupying forces are stationed. An unclean land, an unclean man. 
This was the last place they should be. And therefore, the last question they expected to 
come out of Jesus’ mouth was the one that did. 
 
“What’s your name?” 
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The man that you and I and even the disciples would have preferred to ignore, Jesus 
engages. He does this a lot, doesn’t he? Gentile women, prostitutes, tax collectors, 
lepers, and the like. Jesus’ compassion knows no limits and so Jesus acknowledges the 
man and his demons, even asking his name.  
 
“Legion” the man, or the demons replies. Luke fills in the gap for us. Legion, because 
the man is filled with many demons. In fact, a Roman Legion, at full strength, had nearly 
6,000 soldiers. And Roman Legions, as we know, devastated everything in their paths. 
A legion of demons is certainly no different. 
 
But it’s clear that the demons understand who it is they are face to face with. Just 
moments earlier the disciples, still reeling from the incident on the Sea of Galilee, had 
wondered who this Jesus was...the one who commands the winds and the waters and 
they obey him. Before any human being is able to confess the answer to their question, 
the demons understand. That is, “Jesus, Son of the Most High God”. 
 
In the Gentile land of the Gerasenes, where gods and demons were abundant, even evil 
itself...evil embodied in this tortured man, confesses the truth. They are dealing not with 
just any small deity. This is the Son of the Most High God. And what has the Son of the 
Most High God come to do? Destroy the works of the devil. To rip creation itself, and 
every last human being, from the grips of sin, death, and the devil. What the demons 
acknowledge here is that they are powerless to stop it. True, they are Jesus’ greatest 
foe but they possess power not even close to that of the Son of the Most High God. 
 
So they look to strike a deal. “Don’t send us into the abyss”, they cry out. “Send us into 
that herd of swine!” It’s odd, of course, that Jesus agrees to the deal and gives them 
permission to do just as they wished. But as they did, the herd of swine begins to 
stamped, straight off of a cliff and into the Sea. 
 
Like watching a magician using sleight of hand to make us look here while the real 
action is going on over here, Luke’s account tempts us to look at the pigs and wonder 
why and how and what and...what? And certainly the locals felt the same way. They had 
just lost their herd, a herd that had both economic and religious significance. But the 
real action is back with Jesus.  
 
The man with a legion of demons is now demon-free. The man who had worn no 
clothes is now fully dressed. The one living among the tombs is sent back to live in his 
home. The one who had accosted Jesus is now sitting at Jesus’ feet, as the student of 
any Rabbi would. The one who was out of control, is now in his right mind. Verse 36 
says he was ‘healed or cured’ but Luke wrote that he was, in greek, sodzo’d...that is, he 
was saved. 
 
As Jesus saved the disciples from certain death on the sea, Jesus saves the Gerasene 
demoniac from the torture of this Legion. And as he saves this man, Luke will narrate in 
the rest of chapter 8 how Jesus saves a woman from years of suffering and social and 
religious exclusion, and a young girl from the grips of death. 
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What Luke records for us here in Luke 8 is the saving power of Jesus. This Jesus who 
has power over the elements also has power over the forces of evil also has power over 
illness and also has power over death itself. And, through this saving power, Jesus calls 
all people to himself.  
 
The gospel writer Luke goes to great pains to tell us that the saving power of God in 
Jesus extends to all manner of people: The Magi, those practitioners of the dark arts, 
are brought by God to the bedside of the infant king. Lepers are cleansed, paralytics are 
healed, the servant of a Roman Centurion is healed, a dead boy is brought back to life. 
 
Jesus calls all manner of people, not just to come sit at his feet and learn but to receive 
the salvation that he wins for us. See, what we see Jesus do on the Sea of Galilee and 
in the country of the Gerasenes, this salvation is a salvation in part. It’s a preview of that 
which is to come. For on the cross, this is where Christ’s saving power is truly on 
display. Yes, it looks like defeat. Yes, it looks like weakness. But in fact, it is the power 
of God for the salvation of the world. Because in that death dies the sin of the entire 
world. On that cross is your sin and my sin. Crucified so that we too may be saved by 
this Jesus who has power over wind and waves and demons and death.  
 
Perhaps you may be asking yourself, or have asked yourself the same question as the 
demoniac. “What do you want with me? That is to say, Jesus are you paying attention to 
me and if so why? I, just like the demoniac, am filled with sin and evil. I, just like the 
disciples, have a weak and trembling faith. I, like the townspeople, am fearful of you and 
sometimes want to push you away. Jesus - what do you want with me?  
 
The answer that we find in the gospels - well, it’s the same answer we find in this story 
of the demoniac. Jesus wants you. He wants to give you all the gifts of his saving 
power. He wants to place you at his feet where he can teach you and you can listen to 
him. He wants to bring you into his community of salvation. 
 
By his grace, Jesus has overcome sin, and death, and the devil. By his grace, Jesus 
has called you and me to himself. By his grace, Jesus has brought us salvation and has 
brought us freedom. Just as it was for the Gerasene man, it is for you, and it is for me. 
Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 


