
 

 

The Holy One | Luke 11:1-4 
Pastor Nick Shults | St. Mark Lutheran Church | Sunnyvale, CA 

 
In Jesus we see God’s justice and God’s love. God send us out to demonstrate both of 

those to this world. 
 
Last week we began this new sermon series on the Lord’s Prayer and we started with 
simply the first word of the prayer in Luke’s gospel, Father. Jesus teaches his disciples 
to address God as ‘Father’, as Jesus does so often in the gospels. And with that we saw 
that this God to whom we pray is a God hears us, who is present and listens to us. This 
is a God who can and has done something for us in Jesus, and this is a God who wants 
to connect with you. 
 
But this morning we run into a problem. Right off the bat we start to feel some tension. 
Father. Hallowed be your name. Perhaps the best way to get the jist of this is to say, 
“May your name be kept holy”. And holiness is purity. Holiness is something that is set 
apart. Holiness is perfection. 
 
So what’s the problem? Well the problem is this: how can these two things coincide? 
How can God be this loving father who loves us, his children, unconditionally but at the 
same time be holy, and just, and righteous? Righteous is a word that means something 
similar to holy.  
 
Here’s the thing...the tension that we feel doesn’t really have to do with God. It has to do 
with us. God is loving Father who we know hears us, is present with us, and wants to 
connect with us. But he’s also holy and pure and righteous and we...are...not. How can 
God accept us? How can God be holy when His children are so...not?  
 
One of the things that makes Luther’s Small Catechism so helpful for explaining our 
Christian faith is simply the order that Luther places the different parts. See, he begins 
with the 10 Commandments. He begins with the Law. And we read it and start to 
think...uh oh. This is not going to turn out well for me. Lordy, Lordy, these things that 
God wants from me...they seem so simple but in reality they are very difficult. No other 
gods? I’ve been an idolater. Honor your father and mother? I’ve been a crappy son. 
Don’t bear false witness? I’ve spread rumors and lies. I’ve failed to interpret people’s 
words and actions in the best possible light. 
 
The Law of God is holy and just and righteous, and even just a cursory glance quickly 
shows us that we have not lived up to God’s law. So how can God, our loving heavenly 
father be just and holy at the same time? Doesn’t something have to give? 
 
As many of you know, Jen has been working over at Elmwood Correctional Facility for 
the last couple months. I’ve also had the opportunity to spend some time there with their 
chaplains and I’ve been able to meet with and talk to some inmates. And do you know 
what a common theme of many of my conversations are? Can God still love me? Can I 
be forgiven? The law weighs heavy. They experience it every single day. They look 
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back on their lives and they see the things that they’ve done, they see the people they 
have hurt, and they wonder: is there still a place for me in God’s household of faith? 
 
Now you and I might think we’re different from these men I’ve sat across from...but 
guess what? We’re not. Some of you might have a rap sheet longer than theirs. 
Nothing, of course, that Bart or George could have picked you up for. But comparing our 
lives with God’s law. Yeah we see it in ourselves. And we ask that same question. Even 
after all of that, is there still a place for me in God’s Household?  
 
Because we know that God is Father but we also know that God is holy and righteous 
and just. Nevertheless, we continue to pray: “Father, hallowed be your name” Why?  
 
Well, because In Jesus we see these two things come together perfectly. In the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus, God’s divine, unconditional love is coupled together 
with God’s holiness. In Jesus we see God’s ultimate forgiveness of our sin as well as 
his divine justice taken on for us. In Jesus we see a holy God take the sin and 
unholiness of his fallen creation and He actually makes us holy in Jesus. Because in 
Jesus we are made new. In Jesus we are made clean. In Jesus we are made righteous.  
 
In this way, God demonstrates his holiness and righteousness once again.  
 
The story of the cross demonstrates this for us. In God’s holiness and righteousness, 
He must do something about our sin. Because God truly wants to be present with us 
and hear us and connect with us, our Holy God must do something about our sin. 
Rather than condemning us for it, he takes it upon himself. All of our stuff...Jesus 
absorbs on the cross. Taking it upon himself he stretches out his arms to die. For us. 
And in triumphant vindication, he is raised again on Easter. 
 
God is both Father and Holy. And his Holy Love overcomes even our deepest, darkest 
sins. 
 

--   
 
But that’s certainly not the end of the story. Luther, as he is explaining this piece of the 
Lord’s Prayer, he says this: “God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray that 
God’s name be kept holy among us also”. That God’s name would be kept holy among 
us also.  
 
Well what does that mean? What does it mean that we, God’s people, keep God’s 
name holy? Luther goes on to say that God’s name is kept holy when His Word is 
taught in its truth and purity. So that’s what we do here. We teach and we preach God’s 
Law and God’s Gospel. We teach and preach that which God calls us to do and be (as 
seen in the 10 Commandments) but we also teach and preach that which God has done 
for us. That is, the Gospel. We teach and preach this beautiful Gospel message that 
Jesus, the incarnate God, was born into this world...in his suffering and death took on 
the sins of the world...and in his victorious resurrection defeated sin, death, and the 
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devil once and for all. That’s what it means to teach God’s Word in truth and purity. To 
focus in on what God has revealed to us about Jesus in the Scriptures.  
 
But that’s not the only thing Luther says about keeping God’s name holy. He also 
teaches us that to keep God’s name holy among us means that we not only hear God’s 
Word taught in truth and purity but that we also put that Word into practice. That we, 
leaving this place each Sunday as forgiven sinners, we go back out into the world and 
we live as God’s people who live as he has called us to live. People who seek justice 
and pursue righteousness. 
 
The scriptures are quite clear when it comes to seeking justice. Justice for the widow 
and the orphan. Justice for the hungry, and naked, the one who is imprisoned. Justice 
for this creation which we have been entrusted to. Justice, yes, even for the sojourner. 
Sojourn, by the way, is just a fancy word for immigrant - no matter how they got here.  
 
This shouldn’t be a huge surprise for us, though, because Jesus sums all this up when 
he says, “Love your neighbor as yourself”. See, the widow and the orphan are our 
neighbors. The poor, the homeless, the mentally ill, a convicted felon, the unjustly 
imprisoned, the detainee, the immigrant, the migrant, the one who doesn’t look like you 
or me. Ah, these are my neighbors. These are the ones that I’m called to love. These 
are the ones for whom Jesus calls us to seek justice for. 
 
Perhaps you recall the parable in Luke’s Gospel we call the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan? It’s Jesus’ answer to the question, “Who is my neighbor?”. And ultimately 
we see Jesus answer it this way: that your neighbor is the one that all others pass over. 
Your neighbor is the one in need, regardless of race, color, or creed. This, indeed, is 
keeping the name of God holy among us. 
 
So we pray, hallowed be your name. Or, may your name be kept holy. We know that 
God’s name is certainly holy in itself. But we pray God would continue to shower upon 
us that divine holy love in Jesus. We pray that we would receive God’s unconditional 
love for us through God’s objective Word and through the sacraments. And then 
participate in God’s holiness by seeking justice for the world’s most vulnerable and 
ignored people. To love them as if you are their father or mother or brother or sister. 
Because, guess what? You are.  
 
This is nothing less than the holiness of God manifesting itself in this world through 
God’s people. Because God’s holiness is seen not only in His saving Word, which has 
come to you - into your ears through the spoken Word - on to your tongue through 
communion - splashed upon your head in your baptism. God’s holiness comes to you, 
embracing you in His infinite, divine love. And then God’s holiness sends you out into 
this world, bringing this love which you have received to all - to the least, the last, the 
lost. Amen.    


