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God is faithful to His children, hearing our prayers as we cry out for justice and 

vindication. As God’s people we continue on in our prayers while also seeking to be a 
presence in the lives of those who also wait for justice. 

 
Introduction 
As we draw near the end of our series in the Gospel of Luke called “Uniquely Jesus” we 
have seen and heard Jesus teach on many different topics. He’s talked about the 
difficulty of salvation...that is, that salvation comes through him and him alone. We’ve 
seen Jesus teach about humility. He’s shown that God is a God who meets the 
downcast of society. He’s touched on money, he’s touched on faith, Jesus has talked 
about loving our neighbors. From these unique texts from Luke’s gospel we’ve seen and 
heard Jesus really, really challenge us.  
 
And now this morning as we encounter Jesus once more, we hear another of his 
parables. It’s the parable often called the parable of the unjust judge or the parable of 
the persistent widow. Now, these are fine titles, I guess, but as one commentator 
pointed out, they’re actually quite unhelpful titles. They’re unhelpful because they serve 
to draw our attention towards the characters themselves and away from the actual 
point, which is what God is doing in this world for His creation. 
 
The parable isn’t meant to draw our attention to either the judge or to the widow. It’s not 
a parable about how God grants our prayers because he’s tired of listening to us. It’s 
really even a law-oriented, simplistic ask for us to pray more or pray harder. First and 
foremost, this parable draws our attention to God and His promises to us in Jesus.  
 
What is that promise? It’s this: 
 

“God will provide justice for his chosen people who cry out to him day and night” 
 
This morning we are going to unpack this promise, moving slowly through it and 
emphasizing each piece. (God...will provide justice...for his chosen people...who cry out 
to him day and night) 
 
“God…” 
Again, the parable ought to serve to draw our attention not to the characters in the 
parable itself but to God. So the first thing that we can to note about this parable is that 
it is not likening God to the unjust judge. The comparison that Jesus is actually making 
is what we might call a comparison from the lesser to the greater.  
 
The judge grants justice to the widow because he’s sick and tired of hearing her 
complaints. The judge wants to be rid of her and so the unjust judge grants justice to the 
widow in order that he won’t be bothered anymore.  
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This, of course, is not how our Heavenly Father works. God does not answer our 
prayers so that we’ll just shut up about it. God is not a God who tires of hearing from his 
people. Thus God is wholly different than the unjust judge because, as Jesus points out, 
if the judge will grant someone justice for all the wrong reasons, certainly our Heavenly 
Father will grant justice to His people for all the right reasons.     
 
And that reason is simply because God delights in giving good gifts to his Children. 
Jesus demonstrates this many times over...often using this same comparison of the 
lesser to the greater. If fathers, he says, know how to give good gifts to their children, 
won’t their heavenly Father know how to give even greater gifts? 
 
So this parable focuses our attention on God, our heavenly Father who works for the 
good of His children and delights in hearing us speak to Him.  
 
“...will provide justice…” 
But what is the specific gift from God which this parable is pointing us to? What specific 
gift is Jesus promising to us from our Heavenly Father? This passage isn’t simply a 
general admonition to pray. It’s located in a specific context in Luke’s gospel...one that, 
unfortunately, we jumped over in this series.  
 
But if we look back to Luke 17, we find that this text is located in a section that is all 
about the coming of the Son of Man. It’s a section about the return of Christ and the 
coming of God’s kingdom in its fullness. It’s a text about the resurrection of the dead. 
And at this resurrection, when Jesus - the Son of Man - returns, Jesus will finally and 
fully bring justice to this earth.  
 
For many of us in this room, getting justice isn’t really much of a concern. For most of 
us, the promise of vindication isn’t one that we long for. Justice comes easily for us 
because of what we have and who we are. But for Luke’s readers they no doubt needed 
to hear this promise of Jesus. They needed to hear that when the Son of Man comes 
back, he’s going to vindicate his followers. When the Son of Man comes back, he’s 
going to relieve the suffering of his children. Perhaps in the midst of their suffering or in 
the midst of heavy persecution, they hear what Jesus promises. That he will delight in 
bringing them the justice that so far has eluded them. 
 
But this text isn’t just for Jesus’ first hearers or Luke’s first readers. It’s also a text for 
those who seek justice in their own lives. Who have been oppressed or cast out. It’s a 
text for all who find themselves on the margins in one way or another. And this text is a 
promise that justice is coming. The promise of Jesus is that, when He returns to raise us 
up and all the dead, to make this creation new, justice will be for all his people. 
 
 
For indeed, “God...will provide justice...for his chosen people…” 
 
“...for His Chosen People…”     
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That is, this promise is for the people of God. This promise is for those who have 
received God’s gift of baptism and have been welcomed into the household of God. 
That includes you and me. That includes all those who have been baptized into Christ. 
 
We recall that in Abraham, God chose for himself a people. This people group, the 
nation of Israel, was to be a light to the nations. A nation which blessed all other nations 
on earth. And God has accomplished that purpose through Jesus - himself born from 
Israel. And in Christ, all who look to him in faith, in Christ all people are brought into 
Israel. Whether Jews or Gentiles...rich or poor….white or black...young or old ...God has 
created a New Israel through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
 
And you, friends, are part of this people. And so for you comes the promise of justice. 
For you is the promise of newness of life. For you is the promise of everlasting life in the 
presence of God, your Father. 
 
We are His and so we will receive his gift of justice. 
 
“Who cry out to him day and night” 
When Luke begins to recount Jesus’ parable here in Luke 18, he says that the point of 
the parable is that Jesus’ disciples might continue to pray and not lose heart. But notice 
how Jesus gets us to that point of prayer and hopefulness. Jesus doesn’t accomplish 
this by guilting us into praying more. I could have preached a one line sermon that just 
said, “Pray harder!”. Maybe you would have appreciated the brevity but that’s not very 
helpful is it?  
 
When I was first learning to wakeboard, I kept on falling...not able to get up on the board 
and stay up for any length of time. My friend Michael would just yell from the boat, “Try 
harder!”. That, too, was quite unhelpful.  
 
So Jesus doesn’t give us unhelpful advice here. Neither does Jesus paint a picture of a 
God who only answers our prayers so that we’ll get off his back. No, Jesus gets us to 
the point of hopeful and faithful prayer by painting us a picture of who God really is. 
 
Jesus paints this ever-so-brief picture of God who is full of grace and love for His 
creatures. This God is full of mercy towards us, even as we fall into sin over and over. 
This God is filled with patience for us, even when we forget to pray or neglect to pray or 
even refuse to pray. 
 
Jesus helps us to see the heart of God. What is God’s heart? It’s for a new, restored 
creation where justice reigns. It’s for sins to be forgiven. It’s a heart that longs for a 
relationship with His people. It’s a heart that longs for those on the margins to be 
brought into the celebration of God’s Kingdom. It’s a heart that longs for those who are 
last to be lifted up. It’s a heart that longs for the forgotten ones to be loved and 
cherished. Jesus helps us to see the heart of God who is active, even now, in 
accomplishing these things.  
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As Jesus shows us who this God is and what He longs for in this world, we respond in 
prayer. Prayer not to get those things we want like a new car or to win the lottery. That’s 
trite and misses the point entirely. But because we see the heart of God who is restoring 
all things and bringing justice to this world, we pray - calling out night and day - to God 
who will one day set all things right when the Son of Man, Jesus our Lord, returns.  
 
And so, in faith and hope, we call out to God. Seeking justice for ourselves but also 
seeking justice for the other. For the oppressed. For the marginalized. For the forgotten.   
 
Application 
From this parable, then, we learn who God is, what He is doing, and what we are called 
to do in response. That is, God is a God of generosity and giving. He is a God who 
gives good things to his creatures. But specifically, God is a God of justice. He is God 
who is working through Jesus to set all things aright in this world. And unlike the unjust 
judge, God our Heavenly Father will surely bring justice to his people for all the right 
reasons.  
 
God is not looking to get us off His back but rather to give us this good gift of justice and 
vindication. For this reason, then, we as God’s chosen people cry out day and night to 
God. We seek this thing that seems so elusive in our sinful world. We seek justice. We 
seek mercy. We seek, in prayer, to lift up the poor and the vulnerable. For this is what 
God seeks too.  
 
But our prayers lead to even more. Jesus was a man of prayer, he was also a man who 
lived on the margins with those who inhabited that space. So too They lead to a life 
lived in the margins with those who have not yet received justice. Therefore, we follow 
our Lord in this manner of life. Our prayers for justice, they lead us to a life lived sitting 
across the table from the man or woman who is homeless. Our prayers to God for the 
gift of justice through Jesus lead us to stop and talk with Kenneth who makes our 
sanctuary entry way his temporary respite from the heat or the rain. Our prayers for 
justice may lead us to partner with the people of Puerta Abajo and develop relationships 
of partnership and friendship as they seek to serve the people of Guatemala. 
 
You see what I mean?  
 
Our prayers cry out to God day and night for justice, for salvation won for us by the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. But our prayers also lead us to a ministry of presence 
with those who also long for the presence of God. For because of Jesus, our presence 
is His presence. And our presence brings hope. Hope in the “God who will provide 
justice for his chosen people who continue to cry out to him day and night” 
 
Amen. 


