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Introduction 
Last week as we read from Isaiah 1, we discovered the important role that worship 
plays in the lives of the Christian community of faith. Far from just being something we 
do on Sunday mornings before we go to lunch and watch football, worship is a 
transformational event. More than something we do...it’s something that happens to us. 
We receive from God his gifts and are transformed into his people. More and more we 
are shaped into a people with his heart and his eyes for this world. And that’s a focus 
that moves from us to others. It’s a focus that moves from inward to outward.  
 
But there remains in us some residual fear and doubt. Sure God has called us to be his 
people. Sure God has given me the identity as His child. Sure God has gifted me in 
certain ways. But when the rubber hits the road, when we’re outside the four walls of 
this church and we’re standing face to face with another person...some doubt creeps in.  
 
What do I do? What do I say? Am I qualified to even say anything?  
 
Moses - Who Am I? 
In our OT text for today we encounter Moses in between his two great careers. One as 
the prince of Egypt and the other as the great liberator of God’s people. Moses’ story is 
a wild ride but Scripture tells us that, after killing an Egyptian to protect a Hebrew slave, 
Moses flees from Egypt. He meets his wife and begins working for his father-in-law 
Jethro. And that’s where we find him in the text this morning, he’s a shepherd. A 
shepherd tending the sheep in the wilderness. 
 
And we read earlier that as Moses is tending the sheep he sees an incredible, 
seemingly impossible sight. A bush that was all ablaze yet it was not consumed by the 
flames. And as Moses approaches He hears the voice of God speak.   
 
But what it Moses’ initial reaction? When Moses hears the news that God is calling him 
to be this great liberator of God’s people, how does Moses respond? With a question of 
doubt: “Who am I? Who am I to go to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and demand he 
release all of his slaves? Who am I to go and negotiate with such a dominant world 
power? Who am I to go and speak so publicly and authoritatively in this way?” 
 
“Who am I?”  
This is a question that we resonate with, too, isn’t it? These same questions of doubt 
bubble to the surface when we’re confronted with the realities of what it means to be 
called by God to minister to those whom we encounter through the daily course of our 
lives. 
 
“Who am I to be the one to speak the Word of God to this person?”, “Who am I to invite 
my neighbors into my house and be God’s chosen agent for demonstrating his eternal 
and undying love for them?” “Who am I to teach the youth or the children?” Who am I to 
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be an Elder? Who am I to stand up here and be the pastor of a congregation? Who am I 
to walk into a public elementary school and say, “Hey I’m from the church down the 
street...how can we help you serve the children of this community? Who am I to sit 
across the table from a hurting friend or co-worker? 
 
Who am I? This question resonates with us. What do I have to give? What do I have to 
contribute to the mission of God? I’m not smart enough. I’m not wise enough. I’m not old 
enough. I’m not gifted enough. Moses’ question is our question, too. 
 
But here’s the thing...this question, this “who am I” question...it’s not exactly the 
question we should be asking. Why? Because it places the focus right back on 
ourselves. This question, while it sounds humble, is really saying that our weakness is 
the upper limit of God’s power to act in the world. But it’s not. Our weaknesses are not 
limits which God has to work with. 
 
What does Paul say? God’s power is made perfect in weakness. God’s power to work 
and act in this world isn’t limited to or by our weaknesses. God’s power is actually 
demonstrated through our weaknesses. Just as God’s power was demonstrated 
through the weakness of Christ on the cross. 
 
So the question isn’t “Who am I?” The question can and should ask as the fear and 
doubt creep in is this: Who is God? 
 
Not Who am I...but Who is God? 
 
Who is God? 
And our text this morning is just replete with answers to that question.  
 
The people of God are in dire straights. They’re in miserable conditions there in Egypt. 
They’re beaten and abused. They’re mistreated and taken advantage of. They’re crying 
out in pain and agony. And God comes along, as he calls Moses, and lets Moses know 
who He, God, is. 
 
(Exodus 3:7-8) 
 
I have seen...I have heard...I have come down.  
 

God Sees Us. 
More than this, what God reveals to Moses is that He is also a God who sees.  
 
God has ears to hear but God also has eyes to see. He sees the lonely and depressed 
who feel like they have no hope. He sees the anxious. He sees those who have been 
forgotten by our society, the elderly and the prisoner...people who feel like they have 
become invisible to the rest of the world. He sees the one in the nursing home. He sees 
the one in the mental hospital. He sees each of these people just as he saw the 
Israelites toiling away in service to an oppressive regime.  
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God Hears Us. 

What God reveals to Moses and to us this morning is that He is a God who hears us.  
 
God hears the cries of the Israelites in captivity. In the same way, God hears the cries of 
humanity on earth. In the hurt and the pain, the suffering of our sinful and broken world, 
our God hears us. Our God hears our neighbors. Our God hears our friends. As each 
and everyone of us cry out to God, He hears us. Maybe we ask why? Why did I lose my 
child or my spouse. Why did this happen to me? 
 
Maybe we as when...when am I ever going to get my act together? When am I finally 
going to kick this habit? When am I finally going to meet that person I can spend the 
rest of my life with?  
 
O we cry out to God. And we should cry out to God because God wants to hear it. 
Because God does hear it. For God is the God who hears us. 
 

God Comes Down For Us. 
Finally, what God reveals to Moses is that He is the God who comes down to deliver His 
people. 
 
God doesn’t stand far off from His people. God does not call from a distance. God does 
not only see or hear from His heavenly throne. No, God sees and hears even as he 
comes down to be present with His people. He comes down to deliver his people. 
Indeed, God came down as he led Israel from Egypt. God goes before Israel as they 
travel through the wilderness. God enters into the experience of the people in order to 
bring them into a new land. A great new land, flowing with milk and honey. 
 
God came down to deliver his people.  
 
Indeed, God is the God who sent His Son Jesus so that those who have been bound as 
slaves to sin might also be free. Jesus came as one who brought us out of the land of 
bondage and into a new land of freedom. A new land of grace and mercy and peace. 
But Jesus didn’t come in all his heavenly glory. He didn’t come down in majesty with 
great fanfare. No, he came as a man. A human man...but still fully divine...he came as a 
human man in order to be with his people. He came as a human man in order to hear 
first hand the cries of his people. He came as a human man in order to see first hand 
sin and suffering of his people. And He came as a human man to deliver His people 
from all of this. From all of this agony and misery. From all of this sin and suffering. All 
of it, Jesus came to deliver us from it. 
 
And he brings us into something so much greater. He brings us into a land flowing with 
milk and honey. A land, a new existence...a new life...filled with the mercy and grace of 
God. A new existence where slavery is past and freedom from sin and death is the new 
normal. Indeed, our future on into eternity.  
 



 

4 

For he is the God who hears us...who sees us...who has come down in human flesh to 
deliver us by being crucified in weakness but raised in power. He is crucified. It looks 
like weakness, doesn’t it? But three days later the resurrection shows us just how God 
worked through that weakness. Death was not the inevitable upper limit. Death was the 
enemy to be defeated so that we can walk in freedom and newness of life.  
 
God sees us...God hears us...God has come down for us 
 
Who are We? 
So it’s only now that we have asked and answered the important question of “Who is 
God” that we can return to our original question: Who am I? 
 
Before we ask that question out of our own weaknesses, our own sin, our own doubt. 
But now we can ask that question out of God’s power...out of God’s forgiveness of our 
sin...out of faith because we know that God has heard our cries...he has seen our 
sin...and he has delivered us from it once and for all.  
 
So in light of all of this, who am I?  
 
Well, I am God’s. I am God’s child. I am God’s beloved child. I am God’s forgiven, 
beloved child. I. am. His.  
 
And I have been called. We have been called. We have been called to hear as God 
hears...to see as God sees...to be present with others as we enter into their lives as 
conduits of freedom from sin. 
 
Though we might have fears and doubts. Though we might not feel equipped to minister 
to others. We have still been called. But called to do these three things. Not called to 
have all the answers. Not called to fix other people’s problems. We have not been 
called to be the savior of the world.  
 
No, we have also been called to see. To see those who believe they have been 
forgotten. To visit the sick and the shut-in. To visit the prisoners. To visit those who are 
in the hospital. We are called to see. Not just me. Not just one or two others. But all of 
us. To visit those we know who might be feeling forgotten. We visit and see them as a 
reminder that God sees them. That God has not forgotten them. 
 
No we have been called to hear. To listen. To shut our mouths and listen as people 
pour their hearts out to us. Because that’s what we want isn’t it? To be heard? To know 
that someone is listening to our cries? To know that we are not ignored? So we have 
been called to hear. 
 
 
And finally, though we might be filled with fear and doubt, we enter into the lives of 
people just by being present. By being there. Not as a trite saying, “I’m here for you”. 
But by actually being present in the lives of people. By living our lives with people. 
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Eating and drinking with people. Inviting them into our homes. Being guests in their 
homes. 
 
And we do so, not in order to preach or fix. But to be the gracious, merciful presence of 
God for them. Perhaps we will have the opportunity to share our faith. But more likely 
we’ll have more of an opportunity to hear, to see, to share, to laugh, to eat. For this is 
who we have been called to be. People whose identities are deeply rooted in Jesus 
Christ who was crucified and risen for us. We are who he has called us to be. His 
beloved children, set free from sin and from death...now called out, just like Moses, to 
bring that freedom to a world still held captive to sin. Amen.  
 


