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Through His mighty and marvelous works, God has made His faithfulness and salvation 
known to all the world. May we remember and celebrate the marvelous works God has 

done here at St. Mark even as we look toward the future with great hope and 
expectations. 

 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  

 
These are the opening lines to Psalm 98, our appointed psalm for today as we celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of this congregation. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things. When we reflect on what God has done in this world throughout 
history and even right here in this congregation, it’s hard to not join in with the psalmist 
as he praises God for all his wonderful and marvelous deeds, isn’t it? Psalm 98 does for 
us what many, if not all, of the psalms in the Bible do. They don’t impart information as 
much as they evoke in us an experience. This morning, the experience our psalm 
evokes is one of praise. Psalm 98:1 is the perfect chorus as we remember the many 
things which God has done in the past and as we look forward to what God will do in the 
future.  
 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things.  
 
What are these marvelous things which God has done? We can start where the Bible 
starts...at the beginning. And in the beginning, Genesis, says, God created the heavens 
and the earth. He put the sky and the sea and the land all in their place. He filled it all 
with amazing creatures. He formed you and I in our mother’s wombs. When I’m outside, 
underneath the stars, walking through the woods, when we’re in our garden, it’s almost 
impossible not to echo those words of the psalmist: 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things - He has created the 
heavens and the earth. 

 
Even as that good and perfect creation descended into sin and chaos, the marvelous 
deeds of God continued. God called out one man named Abraham. From the line of 
Abraham and Sarah, who at the time were well past their child-bearing years,  God 
promised descendants as numerous as those stars He placed in the sky. More than 
that, God promised that One from Abraham’s line  would come as a blessing for the 
entire world - the one promised in Genesis 3 - who would bring salvation to our world, 
crushing the head of the serpent, Satan.  
 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things - He has set in motion 
His plan for salvation through His chosen people. 
 
When God’s chosen people found themselves in captivity in Egypt, as we heard last 
week in Moses’ encounter with God through the burning bush, God saw their 
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suffering...God heard their cries, and God came down from his heavenly throne to 
deliver them from Pharoah. God’s power and might was made known as He led his 
people through the Red Sea, through the wilderness for 40 years, and ultimately into 
that land of promise. The land flowing with milk and honey.  
 
Sing to the Lord a new song! For he has done marvelous things! He has set his people 
free!  
 
God had in mind not just salvation and freedom for the people of Israel, but God had in 
mind salvation and freedom for the entire world. So when the time was just right, He 
sent His Son into the world. Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary. Mary herself confessed that in her womb grew the One who would demonstrate 
the power of God’s mighty hand...who would work salvation for for him. The angel told 
Joseph that this one conceived in Mary would be no less that Immanuel. God with us. 
And his name was to be Jesus - Yeshua - which means YHWH is my salvation - 
because this Jesus would save all people from their sins.  
 
Sing to the Lord a new song! For he has done marvelous things - The Word has 
become flesh and made his dwelling among us.     
 
No one would have thought, though, that as this child grew his life would end as it did. 
No one could have thought that Jesus, the Son of God, would end up on a cross. 
Crucified with common criminals for blasphemy. For he was rejected by the very people 
he came to save and died a shameful, painful death. Yet, we know that Good Friday, 
the day Jesus was crucified, was not the end of His story. Three days later on Easter 
the stone in front of the tomb is rolled away and Jesus comes to demonstrate that 
mighty arm of God...a mighty arm that conquered sin and death. For sin and death 
could not hold him...and thus, sin and death cannot hold you or me either.  
 
Sing to the Lord a new song! For he has done marvelous things - He has saved his 
people, he has saved you and me, from their sins!       
 
The Book of Acts tells us that from Jerusalem, this tiny little corner of the world, the 
Word of God went forth into Judea and into Samaria all the way to the ends of the earth. 
As the Holy Spirit worked in mighty ways through Christ’s Church on earth, the 
message of the Gospel did not stagnate but has been spoken and heard and read 
around the globe. And now, as the psalmist said, all the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of God. 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song! For he has done marvelous things! He has empowered 
His church - his witnesses - to spread the good news that God has come to restore this 
broken and sinful creation.   
 
From Jerusalem to Judea & Samaria to Sunnyvale. The Word of God...the very word of 
God which created the world, the very word of God which was incarnate in Jesus and 
that very word of God which was sent forth from Jerusalem to Judea to the ends of the 
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earth, that Word of God comes here...to this place. Sunnyvale, CA.  May 1, 1949. 145 
people gathered together with Pastor Robert Visser in the basement of the old 
Sunnyvale City Hall. There they gathered around God’s Word and the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion in what was the very first Lutheran worship service held in Sunnyvale.  
 
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for Ge has done marvelous things! God has connected 
you and me and the 70 years of St. Mark history to the Biblical story. He has made us 
part of his plan of salvation for the entire world. He has done marvelous things here in 
this place... 
 
October of 1949 a congregation called St. Mark Lutheran Church officially organized 
itself with 53 communicant members (plus nearly 100 children!). In 1951 a Parish Hall & 
Chapel was built on our current site. And in the years to come, with members from St. 
Mark as the core, other Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregations sprang 
forth...St. Paul in Mountain View, Our Savior in Cupertino, St. Luke’s in Sunnyvale, and 
Resurrection in Santa Clara. 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things in Sunnyvale. 
 
Six pastors along with many other teachers and staff members have served here at St. 
Mark. A Christian Day School was begun to serve the children and families of the 
community. Jubilant Grace brought a new musical style to the worship life of this 
congregation. Partnerships were developed between St. Mark and The Refuge, 
Sunnyvale Community Services, and Bishop Elementary School. Over the years 
hundreds of children have come for Vacation Bible School. This past summer we 
welcomed numerous families onto our campus for our VBS Block Parties.  
 
During the last 70 years, from 1949 until now, through the work of these six pastors and 
countless members of St. Mark, this congregation has celebrated: 
 
1,110 baptisms 
644 confirmations 
278 weddings 
218 funerals 
 
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. He has created a 
community of faith in this place to share life together as they proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus in so many new and creative ways. Sing to the Lord a new song! For he has done 
marvelous things.  

 
You, I’m sure, can fill in even more details to this brief history of St. Mark. I gave you 
numbers and dates, but each of those numbers is a story. Many of those 1,100 
baptisms are your baptisms. Your children’s baptisms. Your grandchildren’s baptisms. 
One of those baptisms is the first baptism I ever performed. Those weddings are your 
weddings. Your children’s weddings. Those funerals are the funerals of loved ones you 
still miss but whose faith was a living testament to the marvelous things which God has 
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done here. Just as the scriptures are filled with stories, this place is filled with stories. 
Stories of you, your family, your church family. More than that, just like the Scriptures, 
these are the stories mostly of the Creator God, our steadfast, faithful, righteous God 
who has worked, by His Holy Spirit, in and through this congregation - its pastors and its 
members. So as we look back on 70 years of ministry at St. Mark we can only echo the 
words of the psalmist: 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
 

-- 
But as we look back on the work of God in this place, one question lingers in my heart 
and my mind. 
 
Are the best years of ministry at St. Mark Lutheran Church behind us or ahead of us? 

 
Has the ministry of St. Mark reached its pinnacle sometime in the last 70 years? Or is 
God still doing marvelous things and will God continue to do marvelous things in and 
through this congregation on into the future? 
 
Are the best years of ministry at St. Mark Lutheran Church behind us or ahead of us?  
 
You see, it’s important that we as a congregation celebrate and remember our past. Not 
to hold it up as an idol or even a model for how we should go about doing the work of 
ministry in the present or the future. No, we look to the past and to our history to be 
reminded that God has been working in this place for 70 years. And to be reminded that 
God continues to work in this place even now and on into the future until that day when 
Christ returns. So we don’t rest on our accomplishments. We are re-invigorated for 
ministry by them. We don’t rest on 1,100 baptisms but we wonder and pray and hope 
for 1,100 more. 1,100 more stories of faith. 1,100 more stories of God calling men, 
women, and children to be His very own. 
 
To be sure, our world has changed drastically and the surrounding neighborhood has 
changed drastically. The makeup of the community is different than it was in 1963 and 
the needs of the community are different than they were in 1963. That means that how 
we go about doing ministry also needs to be different than it was in 1949 or 1963 or 
1996 or even 2017. But the mission remains the same. The overarching purpose of this 
church remains as it was 70 years ago when that first group of Lutherans met in the 
basement of the old City Hall. “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy spirit and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.”  
 
St. Mark as a congregation has chosen to articulate this Great Commission in this way: 
“Connecting People to the Vibrant Love of Jesus”. It’s the same thing, isn't it? 
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The task is the same and our hope and faith are the same. Our hope and faith is placed 
squarely on God who has done marvelous things in this world. In this city. In this 
neighborhood. 
 
So are the best years of ministry ahead of us or behind us? Oh they’re ahead of us. 
They are ahead of us. Because today God calls us anew. He calls us anew to go and 
make disciples of all nations. To think intentionally and creatively about how we can 
best serve the people who call this neighborhood home. He calls us anew to take risks, 
to step out in faith. To work together. To support one another. To raise up new leaders 
who can take the baton. 
 
Are the best years of ministry ahead of us or behind us? They are ahead of us. Because 
as we enter into the next 70 years of ministry we go with the promise of Jesus. I am with 
you always to the end of the age. And because of Jesus’ promise, we can enter into the 
future of ministry at St. Mark with incredible hope and expectation...and a song of praise 
escaping our lips.     
 

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things. Amen. 


