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Through Christ, God has brought us from darkness into the light. May we live with 

confidence in Christ and his resurrection victory. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
As we’ve moved fully into fall now, I have to admit that this is a time of year that I always 
dread. Not the Fall piece. I enjoy the drop of temperature and the change in color of the 
leaves. I certainly like a good pumpkin pie. But the one aspect of fall and winter that I 
just really dread is the darkness. This time of year the darkness slowly creeps in earlier 
and earlier until December 21 when the days begin to get longer again. But as we wait 
for that day, the darkness seems to be all consuming.  
 
During these fall and winter days, many of you might go to work in the dark and get 
home in the dark. And the darkness messes with us, doesn’t it? It messes with our 
emotions, our productivity, our desire to still enjoy the intersection of warm (enough) 
temperatures here in Sunnyvale and grilled meat.  
 
Slowly but surely, the darkness creeps in on us. 
 
LAW/GOSPEL 
We could also say that, in a spiritual sense, the darkness also creeps in on each and 
every one of us. This, of course, is not just a seasonal phenomenon but rather a result 
of the sin that runs deep in our world. Neither is it just an American problem or a 
generational problem (those darn millennials!!). It’s a problem of a world held captive to 
sin, death, and the devil. And just as with the darkness of the season, this spiritual 
darkness messes with us. It messes with our eyes and tries to prevent us from seeing 
what God is doing in this world.  
 
In the dark, it’s easy to become hopeless. It’s easy to fall into despair. Because in the 
dark, all we can see is that our bodies are slowly decaying and failing us. In the dark, all 
we see is the stark and depressing reality that death will one day overtake us. 
 
But as the darkness creeps in and threatens to overtake us, Paul’s letter to the 
Colossians brings us good news and great hope. Our reading this morning, brings us 
some light that we so desperately need! For Paul writes in our Colossians passage this 
morning that God has delivered us from the domain of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of his son Jesus.  
 
God has delivered us from the domain of hopelessness and despair when He raised 
Jesus from the dead - Jesus who is the firstborn of creation as we read in verse 15 of 
our text. This phrase ‘first born of creation’ doesn’t mean that Jesus was the first one 
ever born when God created the world. Rather, for Jesus to be the firstborn of all 
creation is for Jesus to be the firstborn of the new creation. The firstborn of the new, 
resurrection life that is to come.  
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Our experience of the darkness is that death is inevitable. But the fact is that death 
wasn’t in the original plan. Death wasn’t God’s intention for his creation. Death is an 
infiltrator. Death is the enemy. Death is the epitome of darkness. So in order to shine 
the light of God, Jesus enters into this darkness of death as He is crucified on Good 
Friday. He really, truly dies. Abandoned by God the Father. Facing the darkness head-
on. 
 
So when Jesus stepped out of the tomb on Easter Sunday, he was the firstborn of the 
new creation. Death could not snuff out the light from the One who spoke into darkness, 
“let there be light” and there was light. For Jesus, death was not the final, inevitable end. 
Sure, Jesus had raised others from the dead but they, like His friend Lazarus, would die 
again. Not Jesus. He is the firstborn of the new creation because he is raised 
imperishable. He is raised to a new kind of life. A new, everlasting life. Jesus is the 
firstborn of the new creation. 
 
Of course, since Jesus is the firstborn of all creation, that implies that there will be 
others who come after him. There will be others who go from death to life. From old 
creation to new creation. From darkness to light. Those people are us. Those people 
are those whose faith is in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins and the 
redemption of the world. Jesus has ripped us out of the darkness and brought us into 
His kingdom of light. Because Jesus has risen from the dead, you and I will too. 
Darkness did not hold Jesus and darkness will not hold you, either.  
 
Jesus is the firstborn of creation. And after him, comes you and your promised 
resurrection when Christ returns.  

-- 
 

Of course, the reality of death in our world isn’t the only way in which the darkness 
encroaches upon us. In the dark, it always seems as though sin and evil will have the 
final say. In the dark, as we read the news, as a loved one relapses into drug and 
alcohol abuse, as we ourselves do once again that thing we promised ourselves we 
wouldn’t do anymore...it always seems as though we are firmly in the grasp of our sin 
and quite simply can’t escape.  
 
But Paul shows us the truth. He shows us the truth that is only revealed in the light of 
Jesus. That truth is that Jesus is before all things. Verse 17 - “And he is before all things 
and in him all things hold together”. 
 
Again, this doesn’t mean that Jesus is first in line. It means that Jesus is over and above 
all things. Jesus is greater than all things. So what Paul is telling us in Colossians is that 
we need not be fooled into thinking that the darkness - that sin and evil - is winning. 
Why? Because Jesus is before all things. Jesus is preeminent over all things. That is, 
Jesus is greater than all things. 
Even the Apostle Paul, the person who wrote our text, felt overcome by his own sin at 
times. He writes in Romans 7:18-19, “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, 
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in my flesh. For have the desire to do what is right, nit not the ability to carry it out. For I 
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing.” 
 
Paul could have despaired in his sin. Paul could have given up and resigned himself to 
his sin. But Paul knew the very thing he teaches us this morning. That Jesus had 
delivered him from the domain of darkness. That Jesus had delivered him from his sin. 
That, in fact, Jesus was greater than his sin. 
 
So do we still feel the effects of the darkness? You bet we do. Do we still fall back into 
the same patterns again and again? Yes we do. But the message of the Gospel says 
that Jesus is greater than the darkness. Jesus outlasts the darkness. Like one little tiny 
match that can shine in an entire room, Jesus has overcome the darkness.  

-- 
 
The darkness is the world can trick us into seeing what isn’t real. The darkness tricks us 
into thinking that death has the final say. It tricks us into thinking that our own individual 
sin has always got the upperhand. But perhaps most toxic of all, is that in the darkness 
we sometimes wonder how God really feels about us. The darkness tricks us into 
wondering if God does actually love us after all.  
 
In the dark, when the world is falling down around us, when loved ones are lost - when 
we feel alone and worthless - when we just can’t seem to get life right - in all these 
times we struggle to see how God could possibly love us - mess and all. 
 
But in the light, all of this is revealed. In the light we come to see the one, almost 
unbelievable truth. That through the blood of Jesus, we have been reconciled back to 
God. That is to say, through the blood that Jesus shed on the cross of Calvary, God has 
shown just how much he loves us - restoring the relationship that sin once destroyed.  
 
One pastor recounts a story of taking communion to an elderly church member at the 
nursing home where she lived. As the pastor consecrated the elements and began to 
serve her the bread and the wine, the body and blood of Christ, she clasped her hands 
over her mouth and shouted unworthy! Unworthy!  
 
This woman captures the sentiment we feel all too often. That we have not yet earned 
God’s love. That we have not done enough, that we have not lived well enough, for God 
to really truly love us. The darkness has tricked us into believing that we are unworthy to 
receive God’s grace. 
 
And, well, it’s true. We have not earned God’s grace. We are unworthy of it. 
Nevertheless, in Jesus God has made the unworthy, worthy. In Jesus God has 
demonstrated his love for us. And because of Jesus have been made worthy. Worthy to 
eat at his table. Worthy to come before him in prayer and praise. Worthy to receive his 
grace. Worthy to be brought back into relationship with our God.    
  
CONCLUSION 
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So often we feel like our lives are lived in the darkness of this fallen world. That 
darkness is inevitable and darkness is all that there is. But Colossians shows us a far 
different story. Writing to the church in Colossae, Paul shows us that, in fact, we don’t 
live in the domain of darkness any longer. Rather, through Christ, God has brought us 
into the light.  
 
He has torn us from the dark grip of sin, death, and the devil and has brought us into his 
kingdom of light. A kingdom where death has given way to everlasting life through the 
resurrection of Jesus - the firstborn of God’s new creation. Jesus has brought us into his 
kingdom of light where he reigns over all. We need not fear that the darkness will creep 
back and overtake us. Jesus is preeminent. He is before all things. He is greater. He is 
king.  
 
And finally, Jesus has brought us into his kingdom of reconciliation. Because of the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus, we have peace with God. The darkness of life can no 
longer call into question our relationship with God. The blood of Jesus proves for certain 
that we are loved, that we have been forgiven, and that we will rest in the arms of our 
savior for eternity.  
 
Indeed, Jesus has rescued us from the domain of darkness and brought us into his 
kingdom of marvelous light. Amen.  


