
 

 

Uniquely Jesus: The Narrow Door | Pentecost 11 | Luke 13:22-30 
Pastor Nick Shults | St. Mark Lutheran Church | Sunnyvale, CA 

 
Jesus sets His face toward Jerusalem so that we might enter into His kingdom through 

the narrow door. May we abandon the roads we trod which are not his! 
 
Uniquely Jesus Introduction 
This morning we are kicking off a new sermon series titled “Uniquely Jesus”. This title 
has a bit of a double meaning, really. Less important is the fact that the texts we will be 
looking at over the coming weeks are all from Luke’s Gospel and are actually unique to 
Luke’s gospel. Luke records words and deeds of Jesus that none of the other Gospel 
writers do so, in that sense, these texts are Uniquely Jesus. 
 
But it’s actually the second sense of this title, Uniquely Jesus, that’s more important. 
You see, as we explore these passages from Luke’s Gospel we’re going to come to find 
that the voice of Jesus is not just one more voice in the American or the world religious 
landscape. The voice of Jesus is not just another voice that blends in with all the rest. 
No, Jesus’ voice is unique. Because Jesus is unique. Jesus doesn’t say and do and 
teach the same things that any other religious leader or guru says or does. Jesus is 
unique because he’s the unique Son of God who is the unique, the one and only Savior 
of the World. And his unique voice will because clear, actually right now. This morning. 
We’ve already heard the unique voice of Jesus calling to us.  
 
So we’re going to take a look at our Gospel text this morning and walk through it verse 
by verse as we hear that unique voice of Jesus. 
 
Verse 22 - “He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying 
toward Jerusaelm…”  
 
The opening sentence of our text reminds us that we shouldn’t read this episode in 
isolation. Luke has a greater narrative in mind and it started with 9:51. 9:51 is a turning 
point in Luke’s Gospel as Jesus himself “turns his face toward Jerusalem”. So from then 
on Jesus is traveling to Jerusalem. He’s headed toward the Holy City and he knows 
what awaits him. So here, our text opens up with reminder of where Jesus is going and 
what Jesus is doing. We’re reminded that Jesus, the unique son of God and savior of 
the world, is headed to give up his life for you and for me. So this is going to color how 
we read the rest of this passage we’re focusing in on today. 
 
Here is Jesus and he’s going...to Jerusalem.  
 
Verse 23 - “And someone said to him, ‘Lord, will those who are saved be few?” 
 
It’s a good question. It's an important question, I think. It was probably a question that 
many different people, rabbis and teachers and religious leaders, all had an opinion on 
in Jesus’ time and this person wanted to know where Jesus stood on the topic. He 
wanted to know if it was simply all of Israel who would be saved in the end or maybe 
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just a subset of Israel, those who lived true to the Law of Moses. He wanted to know if 
there was anything one could do to disinherit one’s self from salvation. 
 
“Lord, will those who are saved be few?” 
 
I wonder if perhaps you and I ask this question, too. Maybe we ask it out of love and 
concern for those we know who have strayed from Christ’s Church. Maybe we ask it out 
of a deep desire for our friends and neighbors who have never even darkened the doors 
of a church building, much less heard the Good News of Jesus.  
 
Will those who are saved be few? What about those I know? Will they join me in the 
kingdom of God? Good question. But it’s not really the question that Jesus answers. He 
doesn’t really answer this hypothetical question about a vague ‘many’. This is what he 
says... 
 
Verse 23b-24 - “And he said to them, ‘Strive to enter through the narrow door. For 
many, I tell You, will seek to enter and will not be able’”.  
 
Jesus’ answer actually takes our focus off that hypothetical question...that question that 
turns our focus away from our own hearts and he turns it back on us. He confronts us. 
He doesn’t say anything about other people he, and I’m just imagining this part, he 
looks right at the question-asker and say, “Strive to enter through the narrow door”. You 
see, what Jesus does is make us take a good, long, hard look at ourselves. Strive to 
enter through the narrow door. When it comes to salvation we all want to come up with 
our own doors into this realm of salvation, into the kingdom of God, don’t we? When it 
comes to salvation we want to do it our way and expect others to get in line, too. So we 
set up our own doors. Some might be narrow, true. Others might be nice and broad.  
 
What kind of doors do people set up for themselves? 
 
1) Door of Piety. People want to enter into the kingdom of God by cooking the best 
casseroles. By being on the most committees. By being the most devoted church 
volunteer. It’s a narrow road to be sure. There can only be one who blows everyone 
else out of the water at the potluck. There can only be one who is the most committed. 
The most pious, it’s certainly a narrow door. But is it Jesus’ door? 
 
2) Door of Whatever You Want. Sometimes we want Jesus to say something like, those 
who are saved will be many because the door to salvation is broad. It’s just all about 
believing whatever you want but believing it deeply and sincerely. We want Jesus to tell 
us that he is one more voice in the religious landscape and it doesn’t matter if we listen 
to Him or someone else. And this is a common door, the Door of Whatever You Want. 
But is it the door that Jesus is talking about? 
  
 
3) The Door of the Privileged 
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We want Jesus to tell us that our wealth, our privilege, our heritage, our identity is what 
gets us through that narrow door. We want Jesus to say that the door is narrow and, lo 
and behold, our skin color or country of birth, or political beliefs just so happen to be the 
skin color, country of birth, or political beliefs that Jesus favors and he lets us in through 
the narrow door.  
 
You see what I mean? Jesus says the road is narrow and we want to define exactly how 
that road is narrow and be the gatekeepers of who gets in. Usually that means us and 
people who look, think, and act like us. But these quite simply aren’t the doors that 
Jesus offers us. It’s disappointing, isn't it? It’s disappointing that Jesus isn’t after our 
piety, he isn’t after our religiosity, he isn’t after our wealth or privilege. This is what he’s 
saying in verses 25-28. The door unto salvation is not the door which we set up for 
ourselves. It’s the door that Jesus has set up. 
 
And here’s the thing. It’s the easiest door in the world and it’s the hardest door in the 
world.  
 
And we know it’s difficult and we know it’s narrow because Jesus says, “strive” to enter 
through the narrow door. It might be better for us to say, “struggle” to enter through the 
narrow door. That word is what athletes did in ancient Greece. They strove and they 
struggled. 
 
But when Jesus tells us to strive or struggle, he’s not telling us to strive or struggle for 
achievement He’s not telling us to strive or struggle to do better in the moral or pious 
sense of that word. He’s not telling us to strive or struggle like the greek athlete. 
 
Jesus is telling us to struggle to be the last. Jesus is telling us to struggle to be a 
servant. Jesus is telling us to struggle to be poor in Spirit. Jesus is telling us to struggle 
to limp up to him with absolutely nothing in our hands, to leave everything behind which 
we hope will make us worthy to enter into the feast but, alas, does not. Because it’s 
those empty hands that Jesus takes and leads through the Narrow Door. It’s those 
empty hands and repentant hearts that Jesus leads into the marriage feast of the lamb.  
 
It’s the hardest door in the world because the narrow door doesn’t look like the doors 
that we set up. It looks like Jesus’ final words in this section, “many who are first will be 
last and many who are last will be first”. So to enter through the narrow door is, as 
Jesus says, a struggle. That’s perhaps the best translation here. And it’s not a future 
thing as in “you will struggle to enter…”. It’s not a subjective, “you may struggle to 
enter”. No, it’s actually a command. Struggle to enter through the narrow door. 
 
And that struggle looks like, “the first will be last and the last will be first”. That struggle 
looks like a life filled with repentance for our sin and a continual turning again the Jesus. 
That struggle looks like the struggle to be, as Jesus says, “poor in spirit”. That is, to 
empty our hands of anything that we think might get us through the narrow door - our 
proud piety as if it gets us in. Poor in spirit is to rid ourselves of the notion that anything 
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we bring is good enough for our Holy God. Poor in spirit means to let go of our privilege, 
knowing that before God we can pretend to deserve nothing.  
 
You see - the narrow door is indeed the hardest door to enter through. 
 
But then there’s this. This narrow door of which we speak. Well, it’s also the easiest 
door through which we can enter. It’s the easiest door in the world because it’s the door 
that Jesus ushers us through by his grace alone. It’s the easiest door in the world 
because it’s the door that Jesus not only opened for us when he finally gets to 
Jerusalem in Luke 19 but it’s the door that Jesus takes us by the hand and leads us 
through. He leads us through to the marriage feast of the lamb, the great celebration in 
God’s eternal kingdom.  
 
Because to enter into the narrow door means to look to Christ and Christ alone for 
salvation. He alone is our entrance into the great marriage feast of the lamb. Nothing 
else gets us in. 
 
Perhaps for the one who originally asked this question, he had some things in mind 
which were cause for only a few being saved. Perhaps he had in mind that only those 
who followed the law could be saved. Perhaps he thought that only those who were 
Israel could be saved.  
 
Whatever it was...whatever the limitations, Jesus says no. In fact, it’s all those who look 
to Christ alone that will enter through the narrow door for we see not only the great 
Patriarches, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob but also Gentiles (east & west, North & south) 
and the ‘least of these’.  
 
All throughout the Gospel of Luke and of course on into his sequel in the Book of Acts, 
and here again in Luke 13, we see his emphasis on salvation extended to both Jews 
and Gentiles. This theme comes up in our OT lesson this morning from Isaiah 66:18-23 
(OT Lesson looks at the broadness of God’s work of salvation in Christ) 
 
Here’s, i guess, the irony or the paradox. The road is, indeed, narrow. But it’s, at the 
same time, broad. It’s narrow because only those who look to Jesus, crucified and risen 
there in Jerusalem, enter in to celebrate with their Lord.  
 
But at the same time it’s broad in that it’s for everyone. God’s kingdom isn’t just for 
those who call themselves Israel. It reaches out to the gentiles as well. It’s reaches out 
to you and to me.   
 
So, is the road to salvation narrow. Yes, it certainly is. This is Uniquely Jesus. There is 
no other way to the Father except through the Son who died in Jerusalem. But the good 
news is that, even as we struggle to enter through that door. As we struggle to bring our 
sins before God. As we struggle to leave behind all the things that make us seem like 
we’re someone who has earned God’s favor. Even as we struggle with all these things, 
our Savior Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One, he comes to us in our frailty and our sin 
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and our imperfection. And he takes us by the hand and pulls us across the threshold 
into the Banquet Hall so that we, too, can recline at the table of the Great Feast which 
the Father has prepared for us. Amen.  


